I2— Ght Bailu ﬁta:r
Old problems beset tourist season

By Sabir Mustafa
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begch said while snapping

another glorious sunset for a

local visitor without a camera.
tourists, particu-

Attracting
larly forefgn ones, is proving

to be a major m, even
though Cox's m offers

cleanest

of the finest forestry found
anywhere. During the last
peak season — from December
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Secreta of the College
Students Union said.
Proper devélopment of

touriam would give the local

as most business establish-
ments except fshing de-
pended on the tourist season
anyway. He regretted that the
government had falled to give

any encouragement to the local

fundamental issues like infras-
tructure and education need W
be tackled frst.

of thing could

*That sort
not be tackled at the local
level, it needs political deci-
sion at the government level”,
he said.

A 178-crore taka Master
Plan for the deve nt of
tourism in a wide area from
Maheshkhali to St Martins is-
land was drawn up last year
and approved previous
regime. Althou the docu-
ment has been published, it is

Sikander Bahadur, the elephant roams the beach amid the ruins of the old

front co

With the new tourist sea-
son ng on the door,
Rah is hoping Cox's
Bazaar's as a “tourist

in business. Some,
farmers harvesting the winter

 tion, poor

whose sincerity and enthusi-
asm for the job is quite out of
proportion to the resources at
his disposal, said.
Development of tourism
awareness the of
the l:il:',l:lz'lt:tmm“Tlllg siey
harped on constantly. Wides-

pread poverty. lack of educa-
infrastructural

facilities and a degree of reli-
gious and cultural %enophobia
are all co to nt
the supremely friendly people
of Cox's Bazaar from getting a
clear idea of what tourism is
all about. In addition to the

deplorable 13 per cent rate of

crop a stone’s throw away from literacy, the state of higher

Chemical tanker
explodes : 50
killed in Bombay

THANE (Bombay). Nov 22 : |

As as fifty persons were
chm to death and 68
others injured in a chemical
tanker exploston, near manor,
70 km from here Friday, re-
ports PT1.

The tragedy occurred when
tribals from nearby villages
came to collect the spilled
over chemicals, presuming it
to be kerosene, from the over
turned tanker which suddenly
engulfed in flames.

Over 40 persons, admitted
to various hospitals at Manor,
Khasa and Bortvall, were said
to be in a serfous condition. *

Many of the victims whose
bodies were burnt beyond
recognition, were believed to
be women and children.

Canal digging

From Page 1 Col. 2

bufld up their own fate by hard
laboyr.

She called upon the entire
nation to put in their labour for
the development of the
country and changing the lot of
common man.

“We- no longer want to
remain dependent,” Begum
Zia said reminding that even
Allah does not help those who
do not help themselves.

Nearly 14 lakh people of
the area would be benefitted by
the re-excavation of the DND

and Titas canals, she said.
*The country

all, not of any particular party
or individual,” Begum Zia said

asking people to shun unne-
cessary criticism,

i

|

belongs to us _

pn‘fice post.
— Star photo

currently collecting dust in the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism, awaiting decision on
its implementation.

In the meantime, Parjatan

has hired a mountain elephant
named Sikander Bahadur from
Rangamati to roam the beach
and entertain the tourists.
Unknown to Bahadur. his
heavy. ponderous, aimless
troddling on the sand is run-
ning the risk of becoming
symbolic of the state of the
tourist industry itself.

Notice : Look out for a spe-
cial four-page supplement on
Tourism in Bangladesh in to-
morrow’s The Daily Star.

No scope
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the nation from foreign de-
pendcncy as no nation could
achicve sell-sufficiency de,
pending on foreign aid and as-
sistance.”

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment took up varfous pro-
jects to lcad the country to-
wards progress and prosperity.
In this regard, she mugﬂ': co-
opcration of the people to help
implement those programmes
on scll-hclp basis. The gov-
ernment would extend all out
coo tion in this regard, she
addcd. =

Shc said one of the basic
objective of the present gov-
ernment was to develop the
rural areas and remove Ewr-
ty. Thi® would stop influx of
rural pcople to urban arcas
she said.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment would welcome any ini-
tiative of the people to set up
small-scale, medium-scale and
other cottage industries in the
rural arcas to gear up cco-
nomic aclivities there. This
would also solve unemploy-

mntigemhlcm to a large ex-
lent, "

The Prime Minister em-
phasised the need for curbing
:l:luﬂng across the border

it was hampering the
el Ao oot
omy § ring a
number of pecople jt;glcl as
Er.mlucliun in the mills were
michirﬁ d;_.le to abundant
avaiflability of smuggled goods
in the local markets.

Relerring to the violence
and fcrrorism on the campus,
the Prime Minister said de-
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for chaos

structive activities were being
carricd out in a planned way,
to creale anarchy in the soci-
cly.

She called upon the people
to identify the terrorists and
isolatc them from the society.
"The offenders would be pun-
ished whichever party they be-
long to” shc said adding “we
will not spare the offenders if
they belong to our party.” She
said a criminal can not be a pa-
triol.

Dwelling on the garment
scclor, the Prime Minister
said that conspiracics were
being hatched at home and
abroad Lo destroy our nt
industrics. *"We will not allow
indisciplince in any organisa-
tion, and will punish those re-
sponsible for the situation,”
she said empha %

Begum Zia also listed vari-
ous development programmes
under taken by her govern-
ment to improve the country's
siluation which included mass
education, primary education

‘and poverty alleviation.

Amidst thundcrous appl-
ause, the Prime Minister

- announced that a residential
" area

will be developed in
2,000 acres of land in the area.
She said all modern amenities
would be provided to build up
the residential area.
She said as a people's
sm'l:r;'lmnt ‘:l: have plans to
cvelo the whole of
Bangln:cuh. In this respect she
sought cooperation of the
.countrymen in achieving that
target. She said, "we need
people’s active cooperation if
we want to develop the
country.” :

Begum Zia said that the
country had already lost nine
years during the autocratic
rule. “We cannot make further
delay fh leading the natfon
towards  progress

prosperity,” she added.
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Denationalisation
contrary to Mujib’s
dreams: Kader

CHANDPUR, Nov 22: Awami
League leader Kader Sidduqui
decried the denationaliscd
policy of the government and
said it was contrary to Lhe
dreams of Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman, reports UNI3.

Addressing as chicl L at
a mecting at the local Poura
Park here Wednesday he urged
the people to matcrialise the
dreams of Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman.

Referring to the present
price hike of csscntials Kader
said economic emancipation of
the people can only comc
through Lhe policies of Awami
League.

He alleged that the free-
dom [ighters did not reccive
due [actlitics during the gov-
ernment of post liberation or
governments that succecded
it

Kader Siddiqui also re-
newed his call for trial of the
killers of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and rcpeal of the
Indemnity Ordinance Bill.

Demanding trial of the
killers of hu, Kader
said he can lay down his life f
it T.lil:kem the trial.

le strongly demanded re-
peal of the Indemnity
Ordinance Bill and Spccial
Powers Act and rcilcrated his
determination to launch a
movement for their with-
drawal. He urged the people to
be united for the movement.

Kader said he was arrested
on January 17 as a victim of
international conspiracy and
urged the government em-
ployces to scrve the people
ncutrally.

Police action
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the Opposition in Parliament,
said people expected an end to
repression on the struggling
masscs with the fall of autoc-
racy in the country.

The AL Chief said all con-
cerned must play responsible
role in protecting the coun-
try's garment factories, which
cr:nt:d'cmpiogvn;tnt opportu-
nity for over lakh people
and helped earning hu?e for-
eign currency. The relevant

should avoid the path
of repression to help flourish-
ment of garment industries in
the country, she added.

Secretary General of Jama-
at-e-Islami{ Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami in his state-
ment expressed deep concern
over the attack on the garment
workers by police and musc-
lemen in the city
demanded that the govern-
ment and the factory owners
should stop repression on
them.

Nizami, also the leader of
his party's Parlamentary ‘Party,
termed the attacks as inhu-
man.

Jatiya Ganatantrik Party
(JAGPA) President Shafiul
Alam Prodhan in a statement
accused the ?ovcrnmcnt and
the owners of destroying the
country's garment factories by
their repressive steps against

' the workers.
Garments workers and |

employees’ Unity Council
Chairman Mohammad Khur-
shid Alam and Secretary Ge-
neral Amirul Huq Amin pro-
tested the statement by the

garment factories’' owners and |

called it as part of the conspir-
acy against the factories.
He viewed that the present
crisis could be solved through
a tripartite talks of the gov-

ermnment, owners and workers.

The  National Garments
Workers' Federation in
staternent demanded immedi-
ate release of the arrested
garment workers and with-
drawal of cases against them.
Bangladesh Bastuhara Jana-
kalyan Samity condemning the
police action said these actions
proved the absence of any
democratic government. in the

m:. the Federation -of
the Workers and Employees of

- government, semi-government

and non-government bodies
and Bangladesh Gartb Dal also
issued separate statements
strongly condemning the po-
lice actions and demanding
acceptance of the garment
workers’ demands.
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SAMS Kibria called on Leader of the Opposition and.hwlr;li
League chief Sheikh Hasina at her official residence in city on Friday.

—8Star photo

1200 killed as troops
clash with Karens

BANGKOK, Nov 22 : Aboul
1.200 civillans, soldicrs and
guerillas have been killed in
six wocks of heayy clashes be-
tween DBurmese troops and
Karen-led cthnic gucrillas in
the lower central Irrawaddy
delta, a rebel group said today,
reports Reuler.

A Karen National Unilon
(KNU) statcment said Rangoon
had launched concerted
ground, air and sea attacks
against rcbel forces In the
Irrawaddy re
capital sincc t month caus-

casuallics to civillans.

The KNU estimated that
over BOO civilians died during
the latest government cam-
paign In the region where, il
said, the Karcns had trainced
and arrfed about 3,000 men
and students o fight govern-
ment Irn-np'l.

It said Rangoon had forcibly
cvacuated more than 30 Karcn
villages in the dclta and de-
stroyed schools, hospitals and
houscs suspected of harbour-
ing the rebels.

The group said 375 gov-
ernment Lroops and 27 Karen
rcbels had been killed in bat-
tles since carly October.
Independent confirmation of
the figurces was not immedi-
alcly available,

A Rangoon radio rcport
monfitored in Bangkok carlicr

n wesl of the

this month said more than 350
Karen rcbels were killed and
15 captured in more than a
month of [ighting in the
Irrawaddy.

Durmese tclevision quoted
army Commandcr - in - Chicl
Gencral Than Shwe on
Tucsday as warring villagers In

~ the délta #hat the government

was prcparcd to usc . hcavy

weapons against people joining
rchel forees.

| want to ask the local peo-
ple this. Are you going to live
peacclully..... and coopcrate
with us for the development of
the nation.....or are you going (o
cause lems, caring noth-
ing about the whole village be-
ing sct ablaxc?

You must not be led astray
when the insurgents come to
summon you, the general told
villagers al Ngaputaw lown-
ship.

The KNU statement said:
All Karen nationals who had at
one time or another been In-
volved in their nationalists ac-
tivitics, whether Icgally or
armed rcbellion were ar-

-------

rested, tortured and fmpris-

oncd. :

Many were killed withoul
tria) the killing of the sus-
pected rebel continucs today
with the average of Lthree per-
sons being exceuled daily.

APSU calls for
indefinite strike

at CU

CHITTAGONG. Nov 22 : All
Party Student Unity (APSU)
called for an indefinite strike
from tomorrow (Saturday) at
the Chittagong University
protesting the alleged attack
by Islami Chhatra Shibir on the
VC’'s residence recently. re-
ports UNB.

But the strike call evoked a
sense of uncertainty among the
candidates of honours final
year examination scheduled
to begin November 24
(Sunday) as per fresh pro-
gramme announced by the au-
thorities.

The examination was ecarlier
scheduled to begifi Thursday
(Nov 21) but postponed
Wedriesday midnight due to a
two-day strike enforced by the
APSU, also protesting the
Shibir attack Monday on VC's
residence.

The Shibir activists have
been agitating for a long time
demanding resignation of
Vice-Chancellor Prof Alamgir
Mohammad Sirajuddin.

Israel
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motion to “recognise Pales-
tinfan national rights® for the
first time rather than “self
determination”™ was an attempt
to avoild facing the real issues,
Abderrahman said.

*This attitude helps in no
way to advance the peace pro-
cess... (but t could) spur
(Isracli Prime Minister) Yitz-
hak Shamir and his Likud Bloc
to pursue mancuvers aimed at
slowing down this process,”
warned Abderrahman.

He urged the Labour Party
and its leader Shimon Peres to
be “more audacious and speak
out in favour of an (Israeli)
withdrawal [rom the Arab and
Palestinian occupied territo-
ries,

Members of the Palestinian
delegation to Middle East
peace talks flew to Moscow on
Friday to discuss their fears
that Soviet Jewish immigrants
to Israel will be settled in the
occupied territorfes. .

Israeli Defence Minister
Moshe Arens secretly visited
China for talks just after the
Madrid Middle East peace
conference, security socurces

- SAARC ties

From Page 1 Col. §

UN-ESCAP SAMS Kibria when
asked had told this correspon-
dent that the SAARC Secre-
tariat declined to attend
programme of ESCAP as
SAARC was restrained to set
up relation with any UN body,
by a decision taken by the
member countries,

_Maldives FM

From Page 1 Col. 8
Gayoom ol the Maldives, the
currcnt Chairman of SAARC, to
fix a [resh date for the summit

| through confulfation with the

other three.countries.

The forum, launched in
1985, groups Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, DBhutan and the

gMaldives.

Complcting his missions to
thrce capitals, Maldives
Forcign Minister Fathullah
Jamcel will have a stop over in
Dhaka on way back home.

Jamcel, who bcgan his
week-long journcy on Novem-
btr 17, alrcady visited New
Delhi and Kathmundu to
negotiate a date for holding
the summit. lle is scheduled to
fly in the cily today (Saturday)
from Thimpu, the Bhutanese

- During his briel stay in
Dhaka, the Maldives Foreign
Ministcr is expected to call on
Prime Minster Begum Khaleda
Zia besides meeting other offi-
cials.

s with UN

As the SAARC distanced fit-

sell from any bilateral coopera-

tion with any other regional
and international organisa-
tions, it could not expand its
activities.

On the other hand the re-
gional institutions like Euro-
pean Economic Community
([EEC), and Association of
South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN] also cold-shouldered
the SAARC because of the
later's ‘shyness’ to go for any
organisational cooperation
with the United Nations.

According to a source in
Dhaka last year, the SAARC
secretariat with the clearance
from its member-states wrote
letters to EEC and ASEAN sec-
retariat, seeking institutional
cooperation with SAARC but
the two institutions did not re-
spond to the letters. .

The diplomatic sources told
this correspondent that the
attitude of EEC or ASEAN were
not known. The sources said,
either they were annoyed with
the attitude of SAARC as it im-
posed restrain to maintain any
link with the UN-bodies or
they were more interested to
develop bilateral relations with
the South Asian countries sep-
arately then developing any in-
stitutional relations with
SAARC.

The Foreign Office sources
however said that this time the
SAARC would have to take de-
cision on this issue of develop-
ing relation with other re-
gional and international organ-
isations.
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Belgrade to challenge sanctions

GENEVA. Nov 22 : The Yugoslav has
wum:ﬂmm:

cation of international law and the protection of the

Palestinian
Ahmed

le in the occupied territories.” spokesman

Iranian woman sings in public

NICOSIA. Nov 22 : A woman singer
formance in iran for the first time since

has a public per-

Islamic revolu-

tion in 1979 — but there wasn't a man in the band or even in
the audience. The audience of 200 women lstened to 10

mostly re

Somalia’s

capital of Mogadishu after five

that killed or wounded hundreds of people,
said. The reported lull followed artillery and rocket
between supporters of President Ali Mahdi Mohammed

ﬂm.mrmhm:hmdﬂ-ﬂhm

Somali Congress, reports AP
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it with high prices which were
smuggled into the country.

"Only due to faulty drug

policy, quantity of foreign
medicines are being smuggled
into sh and ting
good here,” utrlt sc

Other than the local phar-
maceutical companies, the
s B) By e Srtig Boney.

so hit dru liey.
Many of their : po*:yt
banned by the government
while life medicines in-
vented in other countries in

recent times could not be in:
troduced in Bangladesh due to

restrictions. _
Most of the multinational
companies have squeezed

their business here while some
others are considering wind-

I:g up operations in Bang-
Among the three US based

e in Bangladesh, one
From Page 1 Col. 7
suggested denationalisation of

all the public scctor trans-.

ris.
pﬂ’l"m: official mentioned that

the Taka 150 crore-assets of
the Corporation would be sold
al a nominal price if it was de-
natlionalized.

Moreover, the whole trans-
port system would become
hostage to some private com-

pani¢s and the job of nearly

4,000 employces would be
threatened, he added.

"~ The government was still
undecided about the imple-
mentation of the WB sugges-
tions the source pointed out.

The Corporation did not
have any regular subsidy from
the government but sometimes
got grants, he claimed.

The BRTC has been bur-
dened with a loan of Taka 100
crore and another Taka 1000
crore in interests since the
beginning of {ts operations in

Dhaka

From Page 1 Col. 3

ladesh and prosperity of the
people of the country. -
The Forcign Minister wa
accompanicd by Additional
Foreign Sccretary All Mah-
mood Ali, Additional Sccrectary
in the Ministry of Home Allairs
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury and

‘Bangladesh Ambassador 1o

Myanmar Mostala Faruque
Mohammed.

The Foreign Minister called
on Brigadicr Gencral DO Abcl,
Minister for Trade and
Planning and Finance in the

afternoon and discussed the

nced for development of mutu-
ally beneficial trade and cco-
nomic and technical coopera-
tion between the two coun-
trics.

Joirt venture
discussed

He discussed the possibility
of establishing joint ventuse in
the private sector in the field
of cemcnt and pulp in particu-
lar.

Brigadier Abel welcomed
the idea of reeciving a delega-
tion of private entreprencurs
from Bangladesh who would
explore the possibility of joint
venlurcs in varfous seclors
whoere private foreign Invest-

ment fs permitied in Myanmar
law.

policy

has already left and another
has decided to stop their op-
eration here. The other com-
pany is waiting for the decision
of the Drug Control Committee
as well as of the Appellate

about some drugs on
which 's future

operation here will depend.
Six more co based in

other foreign countries are
now continuing operation in

Health source
said that the government is
very much aware about the
problems _faced by the multi-

companiecs

national :
“The policy will be re-
cast in such a way that the

multinationals can continue
their operation while the local
industries can also survive and
grow,” said the source adding.’
“local co will be al-
lowed to manufacture certain
essential drugs of foreign
companies under licence.”

World Bank

1961, the source said adding

that since independence it has
incurred a loss of about Taka
37 crore,

The Corporation now has
432 buses of which 220 are
out of vrder and getting rusty
over the years in 16 depots.

Taka 4.75 crore is needed
to repair the dama buses
but there are no s in hand
to start the ir work, the
BRTC official said adding that
the government was actively
considering providing the
funds. If the £nd was sanc-’
tioned, the BRTC would he
able to operate more buses.

The source said that the
Corporation has been sustain-
ing a loss of 14 paisa per pas-
senger as it follows tarill
fixed by government being a
scrvice-oriented Corporation.

The official however admit- _
ted that some unscrupulous
cmployeces and workers were
instrumental for the present
condition of the Corporation.

Boutros Ghali
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166-nation General Assemb
but this is considcred a fo .
fLy.

! In the past two ycars, the
United Nations has grecally in-
crcascd its profile, playing a
major role in authorising the
Gull war against Iraq and in -
oversecing pcacckecping op-
crations in Namibia and now in
Cambodia.

French ambassador Jean-
Bernard Merime an carly sup-
porter of Ghall, said, “we wel-
come Boutros Ghali as the next
Scecrctary-General.”

"I am very glad we have a
new Secrctary-General and
that the Couneil had reached
an agreemcnt™ without casting
a scrics of veloes, he said, re-
ferring 1d clections 10 ycars
ago when Lhe (ive permancnt
mcmbers of the Couneil vetoed
cach other's candidates for

‘weeks,

“1 think the choice 1s excel-
lent,” Dritish Ambassador Sir
David Hannay said.

The first indication Ghali
was Lhe winner came well be-
fore all the ballots had been
counted. Yemeni diplomats
dashed out of the Council
chambers and embraced wait-
ing Egyptian envoys who Im-
mediately rushed Lo tele-

Related slory on page B



