Hartal observed |

in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Nov 21 : An
cight-hour hartal from 6 am
was observed here at the
call of CUCSU and All-Party
Students Unity in prolest

r the reported atiack on
residence of the Vice-
Chancellor of Chittagong
University recently by a sec-
tion of students, reports [ISS.
All vehicles, excepting cycle
rickshaws, were ofl the rood
and shops and banks remaincd
closed during hartal.
All scheduled trains moved
in time, railway sources said.
Chittagong port did not de-
liver, nor receive any cargo.
Metropolitan police sourccs
said that there was no unto-
ward incident In Lhe cily ex-
cept a few cases of brick-bat-
ting and obstruction to vehi-
cles. :
Meanwhile, Islami Chhatra
Shibir, university branch, in a
press release said it held
meeting and demonstration on
the campus in protest against
tponement of the (inal
nours cxamination sched-
uled to be held today and in
su of its demand for rcs-

ignation eof the Vice-
CLnIbr

It said the reported attack
on the residence of the Vice-
Chancellor was a fabricaled
story to malign the image of
Chhatra Shibir.

A group ol candidates for fi-
nal honours examination also
held demonstration in Lhe city

in protest against the post-
ponement of their examina-
tion.

In a scparate statcment,
Chittagong University Tea-

Mostafiz arrives
in Myanmar

RYANGON, Nov 21: Bang-
ladesh Minister for Foreign
Affairs Mostalizur Rahman
arrived here this alternoon to
pay an official visit to Myanmar

at the invitation of Myanmar
Minister for Foreign Affairs U

Ohn Gyaw, reports Xinhua.

During his three-day official
visit here, the Bangladesh
Minister will discuss with his
Myanmar counterpart the rcla-
tions between the two coun-
tries and the matters of com-
Mon Concerm.

‘elected upazila

chers Association President
Yusul Shartl Ahmad Khan
demanded immediate removal
of what he called the
controversial Vice-Chancellor
of the Chittagong University in
order te restore a congenial
academic atmosphere in the

K: v’iﬂ-{:hlﬂﬂ llor had

resorted to different tactics to
cling to his t harming the
interest ol students, the
association president alleged.

UZ parishads
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nounced.

The- association leaders at
the press conference, termed
the government decision as
politically motivated and aimeg
at malign the upazila adminis-
tration partisan.

They said the decision to
dissolve the elected local bod-
fes totally contradicts the gov-
ernment claim of democratisa-
tion of the administration at all
levels.

The government was con-
templating replacing people’s
representatives at the upazila
level with nominated people of
the ruling party, thecy observed.

Addressing the press con-
ference, the association acting
convenor Ahsanullah accused
the democatically-elected gov-
ernment of taking undemo-
cratic steps following the path
of fallen autocracy.

The decision to dissolve the
elccted upazila parishads was
an cxample of the present gov-
ernment’s beliel that all done
by the past regime was very
bad, he remarked.

Though introduced by the
autlocratic government, the
upazfla systcm was a [ruitful
sicp towards democratisation
of the administration at the
upazila level and any conspir-
acy against it would rather
help strengthen the bureau-
cracy, Ahsanullah viewed.

f Ershad is accused of
ousting an elected govern-
ment, then why won't the BNP
government be similarly ac-
cusced of overthrowing tLhe
parishad,
Ahsanullah asked. Also present
at the press conference were
Emdadul Haq, Sarwar Alam
Khan, Abdul Halim, Maj (retd)
Jasimuddin, ABM Abdus Sattar
and Kudrat-e-Elahi.

" Check smuggling
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ernment’'s firm stand to curb
smuggling in the country.

Presided over by FBCCI
President Alhaj Md. Akhter
Hossain, the Home Secretary
Lutfullahil Majid and the
Inspector General of Police
Enamul Huq were also present
at the discussion meeting.

Noting that the muntr}r‘u-

trade and indusiry sectors
were [acing destruction be-
cause of smuggling, the lHome
Ministers said that the demo-
cratically elected DBNP gov-
ernment is pledge-bound to

curb smuggling. ?

The Minisier assured the
chamber lcaders that harass-
ment of innocent businessmen
during the anti-smuggling
drives would be avoided at all
cost.

“Only those people involved
in smuggling will face prob-
lems and | want to assure the
genuine businessmen that |
will take suggestions [rom

them and will work with
them," he said.

Referring to the fast deteri-
orating law and.order situation
in the country, the FBCCI pres-
ident said that the public and
the business community are
being held hostage by extor-
tionists and terrorists,

He called upon the govern-

ment to take stern measurces -

against these criminal ele-
ments and said that care
;huuld be taken so that no un-
ue litical pressure was
.phccnn the law enforcement
oflicials to protect them.
Chamber and business lead-
ers said that administrative

corruption necds to be curbed
and inter-departmental coop-

eration among dilferent gov-.

also called for the in-
clusion of Chamber members
in the district anti-smuggling
commillees formed by the
government.

They urged the government
to undertake long-term mea-
sures along with short-term
oncs to curb smuggling in the
country. .

As part of the long-term
mecasures against smuggling,
the spcakers uuggcatcﬂs that
the prices of locally produced
ftems should be made compet-
itive with those in neighbour-
ing countriecs. They said that
steps should also be taken to
produce items that have im-
porl restrictions on them in-
side the country.

Ecluatiun_nf irEE::rt re-

 ing with the smugglers hel

.instant

strictions and re-evaluation of
cusloms duly was also sug-
gested by the speakers,

Chamber and business lead-
ers Abul Ahsan, MA Wahad,
Abdur Razzaque Khan,
Mustalizur Rahman, MA
Munim, SM Afzal Hossain, Ali
Ahmed, Manjoor Ahmed, Syed
Shamsul Alam, Abu Alam
Chowdhury, A Ghafoor, KA
Hassam, Faizul Huq Khan and
Tahcr Sobhan were among
those who took part in theg
discussions.

Acknowledging the impor-
tance ol the exchange of
vicws with the business lead-
ers, the Home Minister agreed
to be present at the continuing
scssion of the discussion meet-

ing on Satu . ‘

UNB adds : Jessore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry President MA Razzak
put forward suggestions about
anti-smuggling drive which
include information gathering
on the Dhaka-based smugglers
syndicale, publication ol names
of the identified smugglers in
all districts.

Rajshahi Chamber President
Mustalizur Rahman demanded
inclusion of trade representa-
tives in the anti-smuggling
committee.

A member of the Sylhet
Chamber, Md Momin, said
some officials’ underhand deal-

smuggling flourish the

country.
Senior Vice-President of

in

Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Sharif
Afzal also forwarded anti-

umuglgllng suggestions includ-
ing lormation of smuggler
identification committee in all
districts, amendment of crim-
inal act, readjustment of labour
policy and sale of smuggled
goods through Parjatan’s sales

centres.

All Ahmed of Chittagong
Chamber called for taking up
long-term measures before
launching such anti-smuggling

~ putsch.

Secretary General  of
Bangladesh Bus-Truck Owners
Association A Gafur said if the
government could ensure
strict checking at. Nagarbari
and Dawlatdia ferri. ghats,
smuggling would come down
about 50 per cent.

Khulna Chamber
Commerce representative KA
Ahsan said "do not play a foul
game in the name of econ-
omy.” His .remarks sparked
protest from Abdul
Hannan Howlader, MP, who
demanded an explanation.
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Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Thursday night di-
rected the Power Development
Board and Dhaka Electric
Supply Authority (DESA) to
minimise the system loss and
increase collection of pending
bills from the consumers, re-

ports B3SS.
Presiding over a high-level

Teachers
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flund, due promotions and re-
cruitment lo vacant posls.

Among others, Federation
Chairman Sheikh Amanullah,
Secrctary General Principal
AKM Shahidullah and Prol Kazi
Farug Ahmed addressed the
rally.

The associalion lecaders
later submitted a memoran-
dum containing their demands
to the Education Secretary at
his secretariat office.

also went in a proces-
sion and submitted the memo-
randum to the DC and the
Directorate of Secondary and
ligher Secondary Education.

Among other programmes
to press their demands which
began on November 3, they
will submit memoranda to the
President, the Prime Minister
and the Education Minister.

The federation will also
stage sit-ig demonstration in
front of the secretariat on
January 5 and token strikes in
the educational institutions
throughout the country before
capping the agitation with the
planned non-stop strike.

The teachers also paraded
differcnt city thoroughfares in
a procession.

-1
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zil-\\"‘ilﬂin‘ a stall at the Military Hardware Display at

Sher-e-bangla Nagar on Thursday.

Khaleda asks PDB, DESA  Chiefs of three
to minimise system loss

mecting to review perfor-
mance and other issues ol the
power sector al the Inter-
national Conlference Centre,
the Prime Minister called for
restoring discipline in the
sector so that system loss
could be reduced significantly.

"We have to bring about im-
provement in the sectlor
through hard work, honesty
and sincerity,” she said.

The Prime Minister said,
another meecting to further
review the saituation, will be
held in the middle of January
next.

Begum Zia said that her
government wold extend all
cooperation in restoring dis-
cipline in the scctor. She said
good work would be duly re-
warded.

Finanee Minister Saifur
Rahman participating in the
discussion suggested some
measures for improving the
conditions in the sector.

Earlier, Energy Minister Dr.
Khandkar Mosharral llossain
gave a resume of the problems
and prospects of the power
sector,

The meeting was told that
4,000 fllegal power connec-
tions were snapped by mobile
courts recently,

Secretaries ol concerned
ministries and senifor oflicials
where also present in the
meeting.

$122m ADB
loan for Dhaka

MANILA, Nov 21: The Asian
Development Bank (ADB) today
approved a total ol 122 million

dollars in soft loans to
Bangladesh rcports AFP,
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services meet
Khaleda, Biswas

The chicfs of the three
scrvices Thursday called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia atl the Supreme¢ Command
Headquarters on the oecasion
of Armed Forces Day, rcports
UNI3.

Army Chicl of Stall Lt
General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan, Naval Chicel of
Stall Rcar Admiral WM
Mohaiminul Islam (SM) NCC
and Air Chicl of Stall Air Vice
Marshall Altal llossain
Chowdhury NDU PSC spent
some time with the Prime
Minister, who is also In charge
ol Ministry of Defence.

The chiels of the three
scrvices' alsd: called on the
President and the Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces Abdur Ruhman Diswas
at Bangabhaban.’

Khaleda
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wards dcemocracy as well as
their standing by the side of

the people in times of disas-
ler,

The Prime  Minister met
scrving and retired Armed
Forces officers and other
gucsis on the occasion and cx-
changed greetings with them.

Earlicr on their arrival, the
Prime Minister and other dis-

tinguished guests were re-
ceived by Army Chiel Lt Gen
Muhammad Noor Uddin Khamn,
Naval Chief Rear Admiral
Mohammad Mohaiminul Islam
and Air Chiel Air Vice Marshal
Altal Hossain Chowdhury.

]
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ILa}rers brought

TC out a procession in the city on Thursda
from adr{umatmtinn and abolition of upazila courts.

= | Transport workers |

threaten stxike

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Federation on
Wednesday reiterated that it
would begin an indelinite
countrywide transport strike
from December 1 if the own-
ers failed to issue appointment
letters to the over five lakh

transport workers by
November 30,

Addressing a Press conler-
ence in the city, the

Federation General Secretary
Abdur Rashid regretted that a
tripartite’ agreement signed by
the Communications Minister,
representatives of two owners'
associations and the
Federation to provide ap-
pointment' letters to all
deserving transport workers
by October 31 had not yet
materialised. '

The owners, instead of issu-
ing appointment letters in the
government-prescribed forms
offered those in their self-de-
signed forms with a view to
cheating the workers.

Besides, the November .30
ultimatum for the indefinite
strike given to the concerned
authorities all over the country
on October 16 was also being
ignored, he l“l:gﬂ.‘d; '

He said that according to

. V.the 1989 Motor Vehicle Act,

the Federation was struggling
to sccure legal appointment

letters for all the certified’

transport workers,

‘Shaad, Zabeen

free to move’

By Staff Correspondent

Shaad Ershad and
adopted 'sister Zabeen arc liv-
ing with their detained
mother, Raushan Ershad, at
their own choice and are free
to leave the Gulshan sub-jfail
any time they wish, according
to the Home Minister.

“The government has no in-
tention to keep the two chil-
dren with their mother. But
unfortunately none of their rcl-
atives has appealed to us to
take them out [or custody,”
said Abdul Matin Chowdhury
rcsponding to a question dur-

ing'an exclusive interview with.

The Daily Star Thursday,

Chowdhury said the two
children are [ree to leave the
sub-jail and stay where ever
they like,

He saild neither Ershad nor
his wilc has appealed to the
government &0 provide the
children with schooling facili-
tics.
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y demanding separation of judiciary

—Star photo

Lawyers
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by Shamsul Haque Chowdhury,
Convenor, Co-ordination Coun-
cil of the Bar Assoclalions,
Aminul [laque, Attorney Gene-
ral of Bangladesh, SS 1lalder,
MP, Amirul Islam and Shawkat
All Khan.

The lawyers condemned

the government for its apathy -

lowards the demand of lawyers
for independence of judiciary.

Boycott condemned
[385 adds : One hundred

- and thirteen lawyers in a joint

statcment in Dhaka Thursday
strongly condemned the boy-
cotling of the courts by a sec-
tion of lawyers and act of
hooliganism by outsiders
wilhin the court premises,
They called upon the lawyers
who had boycotted the courts
to give up such undemecratic

‘programme.
The signatories to the
statement said the president

of Dhaka Ainjibi Samity at the
general mecting Wednesday
had decided to boycott the
court Thursday delying the
opinion of most ol the lawyers
present there.

The signatorics said the
lawyers who had abstained
from attending the courts with
the help of outsiders had tried
to forcibly pick up a lawyer
named labibur Rahman on gun
point. But, they said, the ill-
motive of the group had been
resisted,

Zia's canal

digging plan
resumes today

The historic canal digging
and re-excavation programme
initiated in 1979 by shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman aimed
at developing a dry-season ir-
rigation nectwork te double

decade, reports 1SS,

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia will formally
launch the widely acclaimed
programme by inaugurating
the digging and rec-excavation
work of the DND-Tiias canal at
Sanir Akhra near Demm, about
25 kilometres off here.

Ministers, MPs, political
leaders and workers of BNP
and its front organisations will
participate in the inaugural
function.

An claborate programme
has been drawn up 16 dig and
re-excavate canals, derelict
ponds, swamps and dried-up
rivers all over the country dur-
ing the current dry scason on
voluntary basts. .

A high-level coordination
cell is being formed o coordi-
nate, implement and supervise
the canal digging amme.
The cell will directly work un-
der the supervision of Lhe
Prime Minisicr's office.

President Zia had formally
inaugurated the Kasadaha-
Iichhamati canal at Hnnihgm:ﬂ
on December 1, 1979 to ma
the launching of the first phase
of the green revolution. The
11-mile Kasadaha-Ichhamati
project had benefited the cul-
tivators’ familics in the area.

JCD workers
clash with

police: 4 hurt
By DU Correspondent

Atleast four ns were
injured In a ¢ between po-
lice and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal WCD) workers Thursday
noon at the Eden College

clash ensued when po-

lice obstructed the JCD work-
ers form entering the girls’
college.

An introduction of a panel
of JCD Eden College unit was
being held for the students

union clection of the college.
JCD workers from various col-
leges in the city, tried to enter
the College compound to listen
to the concert scheduled afler
the projection meeting

Police resorted to lathi
charge after the JCD workers
tricd to enter the college de-
spite requests by the police.

The JCD workers then
pclicd slones at the police. A
scries ol chases took place in
[ront of the college.

Two JCD aclivists were in-
jurcd in the police lathi charge
while two Eden College stu-
dents were injured the
stones pelied by the JCD ac-
livists.

The clash that continued
for about hall an hour dis-
rupted the movement of vehi-
cles through the road adjacent
to the college.

JCD, BCL (A-A)
clash at Rajendra
College : 12 hurt

FARIDPUR, Nov 21 : At kast
12 students were injured and
the office of Chhatra League
was ransacked in clashes be-
tween two rival ‘groups of stu-
dents of Rajendra University
College here this morning, re-
ports UNB. -

Six of the injured students
including disirict President of
Chhatra Leaguc (A-A) Habibur
Rahman Habib were admitted
in Faridpur Gencral Hospital.

The other admitted stu-
dents were identified as
Chhatra League college unit
president Animesh Roy (24)
and four activists of
Jatllyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
Naycem (20), Mizan (18), Galib
(18) and Tito (18).

The clash was a sequel to
Wednesday's clash between
two activists of Chhatra League
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal.

Today's clash took place
when the activists of JCD
brought out a procession on
the campus which was al-
legedly attacked by the mem-
bers of Chhatra League.,

20 injured
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Parishad convened the rally to

protest Wednesday's police ac-
tion on the garment workers
at Science Laboratony crossing.
Both the groups c?l.rn;led and
counter-chased and exchanged
brickbats during the clash.

Police resorted to lathi
charge to disperse the clash-
ing workers. Later the
Comptlrade workers joined the
rally in front of National Press
Club condemning Wednesday's
police action.

Presided over by Selim Reza
the rally was addressed, among
others, by Tanvir Siraj, Alam
Reza, Bahran Sultan, Abul
Hossain and Hani Mukta. The
leaders demanded immediate
fulfillment of 5-point demands
of the garments workers
which inc pay rise and re-
opening of laid-ofl factorfes
including Comptirade
Garments.
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The Midnight File

Arsa Sarasin and a representative of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR's Geneva headquarters

said, reports AP.

TEL AVIV, Nov 21: Isracl's opposition Labour Party for the
first time recognised the rights of the Palestinian people to-
. The decision was adopted at a party congress that also

for territorial

mise in occupicd Arab land, in-

compro
t:l'udm the Isracl-annexed Golan

Heights but excluding east

. and a onec-ycar [reeze on Jewish setilements in
the occupied territories, reports AFP.

Thatcher challenges Major

LONDON, Nov 21:
Margaret Thatcher has ¢

over the question ol European

Former Dritish

Primme Minister
her successor John
union, and called for a -

endum before Dritain signed the treaty to give up the pound

sterling and join a single

Euro-currency at pext month's

Maastricht summit of 12 European Community leaders, re-

ports PTL.
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as somctlhing sophisticated,
which nceds better skill to

deal with. Since, he said,
Dhaka University campus
sprawls over a lru{nr*
ing many outlcts terrorists

can often sneak out to safety
before the law enforcing per-
sonncl arrive. That's , @C-
cording to him, police often
fail to catch the terrortsts fol-
lowing a shootout.

Describing the campus vio-
lence as a major national
problem Chowdhury said it
would have to be tackled both
politically and administratively.

He said hc had already
talked to Awami League chief
Shcikh lasina and lcaders of
the 5-party alllance and

Jamaal-e-Islami about the
campus violence.
"I proposed to Sheikh

lHasina for igsuing a joint
statement with the govern-
ment to denounce campus vio-
lence. Sheikh Hasina, said she
had luEpurl to our anti-vio-
lence cfforts, but felt that no
purﬁcmc would be scrved by
such a joint stalcment,” the
Home Minister said.

The campus violence ac-
cording to him should to be
scen from a partisan angle.
This is a national problem.
Political partics of all shades of
opinfon will have to combine
forces to end this problem. He
said the special parliamentary
commillee on campus, sct up
during the last session, had
made some progress. But he
could not specily the achieve-
ments of the committee that

trcasury and opposition
benches.
The conversation covered

overall law and order, the
preblem of extortionists, hi-

comprises members [rom the .

Political parties

anti-s drive
and the -Ilr'nthn- ol corrup-
tion within
The minister acknowledged
that like other sections of so-
ciety, corruption was ailso
there in pohm force.

“I don't deny there is
corruption in po force. So
it exists in other fields, includ-
ing the jadiciary. We are trying
our best ...but it can not be
wiped out L" he said.

He claims the episodes of
hijacking in the capital city
have declined mainly because
of the campaign against the
maastans. Several hundred
maastans have been
rounded up and the are
now active against the extor-
tionists who have created a
sense of insecurity among the
traders in Er

He felt that the task of
maintaining law and order in
the capital is quite uphill. *You
sce, this is a city of 70 lakhr
pcople and we have eonly
12,000 police men which
means one policeman for 600
people. The ratio for a eity like
Dhaka should have been one
police for 200 people.” & =

- Delfending the efficiency of
police in dealing with the
criminals the minister said not
all of those arrested can be
kept behind the bar for long.
Many get released throu
write petitions and other legal
mMeasures.

He said the police force
should be improved qualita-
tively through training. The
police commission report that
was [inalised the previous
government be reviewed
for making both quantitative
and qualitative changes in the
country’'s 80,000-member po-
lice force, he added.
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three scrvices werc present
during the wrecath laying by the
respective chief of stall.

President and the Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces Abdur Rahman Biswas
Thursday morning laid wreaths
at the “Shikha Anirban”,

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia inaugurated a
grand display of military hard-
wares at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

| Alter {nauguration, the Prime

Minister went round different
stalls where equipment, arms,
ammunition, vchicles, aircraft
and vesscls uscd by the army,
navy and airforce were put on

display. -
Ministers, chiels of stafl of

.the threc services, diplomats -

Relief team not
allowed to enter
enclaves

_From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Nov 21 : Relief

tcam [from Bangladesh was re-

fused entry into Dahagram and

Arganpotla enclaves deapile
transil permission [roam the
Indian authorities.

The 12-member reliel team
led by Khalilur Rahman,
Depuly Commissioner,
Lalmonirhat went to Burimari
border with two truck loads of
relicf s but was stopped at
Zero Point by the Indian bor-
der guards, °

Businessmen
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il all sectigns of the society,

including the traders cooper-

ate with the government to

make the anti- cam-

R:::n a success, | Home
ster said,

Armed Forces Day

and other high civil and mili-
tary oflicials were also present
on the occasion. |

The gala exhibition re-
mained open for the members
of the public till 5 pm. It will
also rcmain open for public
vicwing from 8 am to 12 noom,
and 2 pm to 5 pm today
(Friday) and from :lm to 5
pm on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday.

Mcanwhile, a number of
naval ships remained n for
the members of the public in
Chittagong, Khulna,
in Dhaka, Paglaghat at

Narayanganj and Barisal.

Hasina
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examinations ;
The Awami League chiefl
complair that ruling

party is not taking any eflec-
tive step to stop campus vio-

lence which was d
~ the education system in the
country.
Democracy, the main objec-
tive of the anti-au Y mov-
ement, has not yet been

achieved, she :nhncrvad The
Awami League is pledge bound
to continue ceaseless move-
ment for establishing genuine
democracy, rule of law and
improving the economic con-
dition of the common people.
Deputy Opposition Leader
Abdus Samad Azad also ad-
dressed the students, _
An Awami press re-
lcase said more 100 stu-.'
dent activisis of the pro-BNP
Chhatra Dal led by Assistant
General Sec Mahbub
Elahi of Borimh College
Student Unfon and Dhaka
Collcge Chhatra Dal
Chhatra League.
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