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Confidence Building Measures to Promo

HE  pre-confcrence only them. They have, at pre-  for peace. Palesiinians’ positive  aititude. The world now ap- favourably 1o the US call for ds- f[afling which international
::g" -ﬂ--m--ﬂ_r: su for the process mn:ﬂhmrd'hﬂh rect which Arabs :m—-h-“
turn the to face which others have. | encon the Peace Now peace” Shamir and Likud rr)mr-::m.-—r ccriainly not military ac-
talks to Camp David siyle Palestinians have boon persona  activists in lsracl. This ts the party must understand this. will see President Bush durifig tions as this will jeopardise the
negotiations for scparaie ponce non grata from Ume to Ume time to show signs of coopcra-  Indeed, this is the time for the his US visit. Shainir must be peace process in the
treaties...” | quotg from my even in Arab land and they tion for buflding neccessary Israch Labour io gear up told in clear terms the possi- -East The US should also
own article hed carlier have recently become ltke confidence among the con- movements for’ “land for ble in the event of show some positive gesture
under this mn just to em- "AIDS” in another Arab land- ccrned partics. Palestinians’  peace”. This might give them faflure of the peace talk. Afier towards PLO in terms of con-
phasise the point that lsracl Kuwait. Though Saudi Arabla | ace demonstrations in the  ultimate political advantage. all the US is directly involved tacts with a view to gving it
agreed to join the peace talk has taken them back into fis  occupicd lerritories and also and fis prestige is at stake. US - the necessary boost that would
on the Meit understanding account for flinancial assls- in Jordan may induce other Once the public reactions Administration’s intcrnal pres- cnable #t to muster of
that 1t be based on the (ance, which may encourage Arab pcace activists to come & largely in [avour of peace [, ong shortage of funds due  the various Palestintan
provisions on the Camp David others to do so, stlll a very forward to bufld up public sup- fndplrucuhrpmfmuraf to nonavailability of the loan The US role in the pro-
Accord concluded with Egypt uncertain future awaits them. port for Lhe pcace process. land for peace” without which guarantee from the US forced ﬂ_m
n 1979, which was rcjected  The Palestinians are to share 1o ogliy ‘Pegce NOW'  the semmrrmie i Po2ec, @ a hawk lke Ariel Sharon 1o Bush's commitment for peace
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':d force which as later to become the region changed dramatically. their differences, even tem s A tire Adminis{ration. They don't
gani w ; lsracl lost its strategic impor-  porarily, to give support to | have o abandon Isracl at all
tance and with it the US's . Musienuddin Anmatd
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independent : support. a : '
hands with the people, by multmg] realised Isracl's military supe- Support for despilc movement by settlers dence building measures gcnt and lead it to negotiate
the oppression, by providing a critica riority which they could never Pesce in opposite direction. Peace which should include s The US and Libya scriously. Shamir and his gov-
leadership in lerms of military training, and by | match. Therciore, the only al So far the Arab Now must continue fts effort. If of Intefada and lifting of Arab crnment are not important,
ous Mukti Bahini into ternative for bolh was o go o Governments have been pecessary finances should be  economic embargo against The US should not. at this  What is is Arabs’ ac-

hem to turn the amorph
a plined fighting force, this nucleus of our
armed forces won Lhe hearts ol the people of

Inseparably linked with Lhe history ol the birth
of our Forces is the history ol the birth of
our country. Thus when we celebrate the Armed
Forces Day, we cannot help but pose the question
as to how [ar we have been able to go forward in
rea the ideals of our liberation war. Does the
spirit with which we fought the enemy to gain
independence still motlivate us? Are we still
spurred on to sell-sacrificing actions which was
our hallmark during that glorious period?

In the years [ollowing independence, our
political leadership made monumental blunders,
resulting In some devastaling repercussions
within our military establishment. A section of
our Armed Forces started the politics of killing
and massacre that led to the assassination of two
Presidents and the killing of many senior oflicers.
During the nine years ol autocratic and corrup-
tion-ridden rule of Gen. Ershad the image of the
Armed Forces sullered [urther, redeemed some-
what byft.hclr eflicient and elleclive role in disas-
ter reliel.

It 1s to the credit of our Armed Forces that
they saw through, even Il belaledly, the game of
wily Ershad — who wantled (o exploit them [ur-
ther to prolong his hold on power — and sided
with the people during the anti-autocracy move-
ment. Once again, as in our liberation war, so also
in our t to reintroduce democracy, our Armed
Forces sided with the people.

The lesson that must be hlghll{;hted loday is
that the Armed Forces must serve (he people and
not govern them. However unpalatable it may
sound, yet the truth is that if democracy is to
survive unfettiered, unencumbered and uninter-
- rupted, the Armed Forces will have to believe in
it, and give it their [ull support. They must realise
that however bungling and ineflicient the politi-
cal process may appear to be al [irst, it is ulti-
mately the most eflicient process; because it is
ba on the only crilerion that governance can
be based on — the consent of the governed. The
iament — that conglomerate of diverse forces,
at meeting place ol contradictions, that empit-
ome of diversity — is the highest law making body
and the people who elect il, the ultimate arbiter.
No more should (he Armed Forces be exploited
by the sell-styled saviours and the ambitious.

Through their action in the anti-autocracy
movement our defence forces have shown their
preference for democracy. Through their unwa-
vering resolve on the Armed Forces Day, their
choice stands forever strengthened.

Untenable Police Action

Strange are the twists and turns of history. Last
year about this time while winter was settling
down, the same expression of people power that
were subsequently to liquidate a nine-year auto-
cratic hold of the sociely, in perhaps an excess of
enthusiasm, attacked two business establish-
ments in the Dhanmond! area. Saner sections of
the public did not support the action but never-
theless respected the manifestation of the awe-
some majesty ol social sway. Police, so long serv-
ing more an autocrat than the state, stood aside,
unperturbed and uninvolved as if going into a
most opportune nirvana.

On Wedn:sdagv Fnllce, under a democratic dis-
pensation, used lorce to stop a procession of
demonstrat garmenls workers, most of them
women, marching towards the offices of one of
those business establishments. Police was this
ume as resolute as could be — hurling as many as

twenty tear gas shells, charglrﬁ with baton and
perhaps also using rubber bullets. The demon-
strators were beaten and they ran helter-skelter
but not without a fight.

We are all for protecting the establishments of
the business hpuses. Their more healthful activity
holds the lifeline of the economy of the country.
Development of any kind that destabilises busi-
ness aclivily and engenders a sense of insecurity
in the business houses must at all cost be re-
sisted. The need for an uncompromising stand

both by government and by sociely cannot be
overemphasised.

At the same (ime protests and marches and all
~ other demonstrations of collective public action
:ll'!:rtﬂnt l%ntegrl;al part of lgc democratic way of life.
u em as much as a pound of thrust,
democracy wtii be hurt by the ton. Police had no
business to stop it at the Science Laboratory in:
tersection, not only reducing one of the busiest
and most important road networks into a regular
battlefield shrouded with teargas smoke, but
slighting a sacred expression of collective feeling
in a very mean and insul manner, subjecting
¢ven women (o violations of the human persons.
The police could very well throw up an armed
human wall around the corporate headquarters of
m%he company. 4 ' _
: police failed to contain the
went from the Press club to lhep
:hy didn't they take

To the government we say, protect th.: busi-
ness houses from molestation; protect also the

— in the preseni context rotesters —
ﬁm t to demonstrate. Yuup
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the negotiating table.

Before embarking on the
peace negoliations in Madrid
the Arabs, despite their dis-
unity, Wied Lo lorge some
common stralegies. The tcm-
porary Assad-Aralat rap-
Lrnthtmcnl apparenily still

ids good though the Jordan-
Palestine delegation moved
ahcad of Syrians in the scpa-
rate talks with Isracl In
Madrid. Though some form of
Arab unity is a must to face the
intransigent Israclis, the
Palestinians have to aggres-
sively pursuc the ncgotiations
for some reasonable success as

The Nice, Not-so-grey

puppet in

British satirical televi-

sion show Spitting
Image depicting John Major is
in a single colour — grey. From
the day one year ago when he
unexpectedly became Prime
Minister in succession to
Margaret Thatcher
November 22 — that is the
adjective he has been given.

It is misleading, but seems
to have done him no harm.
John Major is the most sur-
prising politician to pop up out
of the political trapdoor in
Britain for decades. And as the
world now knows him as the
son of a circus acrobat he al-
most literally did just that

On the face of it he has two
qualities not usually features of
top politiclans. Ordinariness
and niceness. Plainly he is no
ordinary man. though if he is
not nice then nobody seems to
have any evidence to prove
that. After a year he still ap-
pears to be a rarity : a politi-
clans without any real enemies.

It is hardly possible to

anyone personally less
like his predecessor Margaret
Thatcher. He is the belea-
guered Conservative Party's
greatest assct and almost from
the outset he has stood high in
the opinion poll ratings, leav-
ing opposition Labour Party
leader Neil Kinnock way be-
hind. While Major is much
more popular than the other
leaders, the parties are neck
and neck in the polls.

-Elght months at the most
from a general election —

polling must take pale by next

July — Britain stands poised of

the most interesting political
battle for decades. It is a toss-
up who will win and it looks
like staying that way right up
to election day.

Britain is not in good eco-
nomic shape and after nearly
13 years of Tory rule people
want change. They are not.
sure, however, what exactly
they want.’ /

History is trying to repeat

address.

The campus — an
im look

Sir, It is ironical that even
aller a popular government has
been democratically elected,
pease
the student fronts. During the
Ershad cra, incidents of vio-
lence at the universitics meant
that the government could not
control the students and it of-
fered some hope to those who
opposcd dictatorship. But what
now, whal cxcusc are the
political partics using now that
a government has been elected
by the masscs and the goal of
bringing down Lhe autocratic
government has been
achicved? Why is violence still
prevalent on the campuscs?

This is a lcgitimate question
being asked by university stu-
dents whose futures have been
plunged into uncertainty due
to the recent eruption of vio-
lence. It scgms obvious that
the politiclans could not care
less il all the students were
massacred by rival groups.

be they would even llgph :l.‘hy
relicl and say "good riddance”
and use Lhis as a subject at the
numerous and meaningless

. meetings and seminars.

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
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engaged in the peace process.
There has hardly been any

demonstiration ef public
support exccpt those in, the
occupicd Lerritories for the
pcace ncgotiations. The
cnlhusiastic reception of the
Paleslintan peace negotiators
in the occupied territorics
spcak of the Palestinian inter-
est in the pcace process. The
recenl chamber election in the
West Bank refllected the gen-
uine support for the peace
groups against the fundamen-
talists. In some places the
Palestinians cven showed oltve
branch to the Isracli army per-

available from sources engaged
in the peace process for
buflding up wide public sup-
port for peacc. This is necces-,
sary to counicr the hardline at-
titude of the Isracl govern-
ment and the ultra-rightist
clements. Leallels, ads, semi-
nars projecling peace divi-
dends should be organised by
the Peace Now. Only strong
Peace Now movement In Isracl
can change the hardline posi-
ton of Shamir and his Likud
party. Indecd, the US should
promolc tLhe doves in the
Likud party so Lthat Shamir
loscs his grip on power ([ he

Isracl If it goes for pcrmangnt
freezing of settlements in the
occupied territories. This
would mean majer Arab con-
cession against something that
Isracl has been doing fllegally
against UN resolutions. Once
some concrete confidence
building measures can be
achieved, negotiating proccss
will get necessary impctus.
Today's unwilling handshake
without looking at cach other's
[ace may later turn into even
embrace. Everything dcpends
on Isracl intentions as the
Arabs have already shown gen-
uine desire for peace by re-

slage of Lhe peace process, do
any thing that will strengthen
the hands of the radicals in the
region. The latest moves by the
US to muster international
support against Libya must
proceed with utmost caution.
All must cooperate and act o
stop terrorism but In 80
nothing should be done to
create a situation that would
eventually lead to increased
tcrrorism. Intense diplomatic
cflorts must be made to force
Libya to comply with the pro-
visions of the international law
on the question of turning over
of the suspected terrorists if

and of the legni-
maite rights of the Palestinian
poople. short of it will
work. -collection-seif-

Ry
cessfully lead 1o the next stage

they are in Libya, for justice ©f the peace process.

faflure will harm them and  sonncl indicating their support  does not change his hardlind sponding positively and ’:

m
John Major has been Prime Minister of Britain for a year Today, Nov 22, is his first an-
niversary as Prime Minister. When he emerged as the successor to Margaret Thatcher he
was little known outside Britain. In a year that has seen Communism collapse and the
Gulf War he has emerged as a major international player. But can he last? He must have
an election by next July and the British economy is in far from good shape. He will have a

tough
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Moving out of the shadow

itself. Between 1951 and 1964
Britain also had 13 years of
Tory rule. Then Harold

Wilson's Labour Party clawed
back power with a majority of
five seats. It went out of office
again in 1970 for four years,

ruled again for five more, then

came t Thatcher.

If Labour wins next year it is

unlikely to be by more than a |
handful of seats. Just as likely

is a tiny Tory win or a hung
parliament with the increas-
ingly popular Liberal
Democrats led by the charis-
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The lact that a few mcem-
bers of the government were
almost abused at, when they
had visiled the bodies of Lhe
sludents recently killed, s
surcly not a very healthy sign,
So both the ruling party and
the opposition should start
taking serious measures to
slop campus violcnce — be-
causc they surely would not
want the students, who were
the main cause for the success
of the parties and the intro-
duttion of democracy, to go
against their respective fronts.

The role of the large con-
tingent of police posted
around the campus is the focus
of many jokes and taunts. It is
noticed that at the first sign of
trouble there is competition
between the general students
and the police to reach safety.
Obviously, they do not have the
courage to take action nst
the students. Very often it is
reporied that the police have
raided the halls recovered
some pipeguns and if they are
lucky, some bullets. The next
day the general attitude of the
residents is of mirth and they
rcport that the law ‘enforcers
enter a few rooms and leave
the halls- quickly for fear of

matic Paddy Ashdown holding
the balance of power.

Recent by-elections have
given the Tories little comfort.
A particular problem is arising
in Scotland where they now
hold only nine of the 67 seats.

Tory chances of victory
hang on one man — the
grey Major. His party
is in quite a lot of trouble, his
team tired and in need of a
good shuffle — now quite diffi-
cult to carry out so near a gen-
eral election. Above all, it is
tormented by the old, old
EM:MHﬂmm-
Europe.

On December 9, the 12
members of the European
Community are due to sign a
treaty for political union in
Maastricht, Holland, aimed at
pulling them closer to each
other. Drafts and redrafts and
rumours of drafts and redrafts
are reported daily, and the fi-
nal contents will be argued
right up to the signing.

For Britain the tmmediate
gut issue is whether Europe is
to adopt a single currency.
Even more contentious is the
idea that Maastricht should
commit the 12 to eventual
jederation.

For Major the signing at
Maastricht could not have
come at a worse time. The
Tories hoped to have held an
election by now and won.
Thatcher's plan had been for a
1990 election., but then reces-
sion struck and she was top-
pled. Major decided, rightly it
i — —
s
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some ol the students.

I fail to understand why
thcy have to be posted at all
the entry points. It {s quite ir-
ritaling to pass through the
roads lined with police vans
giving the impression that they
arc very much in control when
actually they are not.

The ruling power as well as
thc opposition power seem
unable to control their own
fronts. The atmosphere at the
university is one of supremacy
as the students are well aware
of the government's {nability to
control them. The declaration
of the leader of the opposition
that all its student activities on
campus is suspended has also
fallen on deaf ears. There may
be more bloodshed to avenge
the deaths of the three stu-
dents 'who were [riends and
classmates of many. The gov-
ernment cannot call the de-
fence forces because then the
general public along with the
students will take to the

' streets.

Just as the rulers should
try and control their student
wing the opposition should

also try to persuade their ac- -

livists to improve the campus
atmosphere by constructive
deeds. The blatant show of
arms on campus is damaging
to the of their political
fronts. The students must re-
alise and by their deeds never
allow any one feel the saying
"monsters once created cannot
be controlled.”

It is time that Lhe politi-
cians rise above their petty dif-
fercnces for the wellare of

those who are the [uture of
this country. Otherwise, the
long struggle for the restora-
tion of democracy for which
the students played a very vital
role, will prove to have been
meaningless.

An onlooker

Sir, At least a dozen doctors
(Ph.D), engineers and scien-
tists have expressed hope in a
press conference that the
country can easily earn a sum
of Tk 10,000 crore in foreign
exchange through export of
soltwares as computer data en-
try. All those doctors have
indicated that the job was not
difficult as it wou
weeks training for our cdu-
cated youth. Only the other day
the Youth Minister had indi-

‘cated that arrangements have

been made for employment of
15 million youths.

Our total earnings through
exports of all traditional and
non-traditional ftems do not
exceed 6,000 crore Taka.,
Under the above backdrop it is
time to engage all those engi-
neers and scienlists to realise
those expart carnings through
setting up corporations or au-
thorities. Let our scientists do-
something concrete along with
engineers and compuler ex-
perts, and not befool us
through press conflerence

alonel.

Sadiq Alee
Maghbazar, Dhalea

take a few .

seems, against a poll this

October. Now his options have °

run out

The single currency issue
with all the usual noises form
its right about the loss of

mrelg:ty it would involve.
While Labour Party, once
wholly t even the con-
cept o the European

Community, sits quietly and
sucks its thumbs. It is still
divided over Europe. but fis
managing to appear united —
now more strongly in favour of
greater European unity than
many Tories.

Domestically, Labour 1is
managing to keep the Tories
on the run, in long
battle for the health service,
which it accuses the Tories of
run down and trying to
privatise by the back door.
This is a highly emotive issue,
since Labour founded the
health service in 1945 and s
proud of having created what
was once seen internationally
as a model of its kind. '

It is one product of social-
ism that the people have al-

Major is Running Out of Time

by Derek Ingram

alone is enough to carry him to
at the polls is quite an-
— GEMINI NEWS

victory
other story.

For 1990-91 ICB declared
dividend on ICB Unit
Certificates ® Tk 18 per unit.
From this dividend ICB de-
ducted {) tax @ 109 ii) Jamuna
levy @ 4% and iif) develop-
ment levy @ 6% (total 2096),
before out the same to
the unit ho :

In 1989-90, ICB declared
dividend on ICB Unit
Certificates @ Tk 25 per unit
and deducted thereform
Jamuna levy a) 49 and devel-
opment surcharge @ 6% (total
10%). No tax was deducted.

Compared to 1989-90, the
net dividend income of the
Unit holders in 1990-91
dropped drastically by Tk 8.10
(from Tk 22.50 to Tk 14.40)
per unit.

On what grounds income
tax @ 10% and development
levy @ 6% on the dividend in-
come have been deducted is
best known to ICB. In my view,
these deductions have been

made arbitrarily and unjustifi-
ably, because :

f) ICB Unit Certificate is a
security approved by Income
Tax Ordinance for the purpose
of availing investment al-
lowance by an Income Tax
assessce up to the ceiling pre-
scribed. It, therefore, enjoys
the same status as that of
Defence Saving Certificates,

and S-year term
Sanchayapatra, me f[rom
these securities is exempt.
Excepting for 4% Jamuna ‘

no other deduction is
from the income of these se-
curities. In my view, so should
be case with the income from
ICB Unites.

if) Deduction by ICB of tax @
10% from the dividend in-
come of the units probably
stemmed from the misinter-
pretation of the revised sec-
tion 54 of Income Tax
Ordinance 19084 (xxxvi of
1984) whith reads as follows :

ICB Dividend and
Deductions

"Deduction of tax from
dividends — (1) The principal
ks sh ther
in Bangladesh, or any o
Company shall, subject to the
provisions of syb-section (2),
at the time of any divi-
dend to a sharcholder, deduct
tax on the amount of such div-
idend. ..... " vide page
the Bangladesh Gazette, extra,
June 30, 1991.
It is clear from the above
uoted section 54 that divi-
means dividend declared
by a company to its sharchold-

ers. ICB is not a company as
such; it si a 100% govt. owned
corporation — nor are the Unit
holders shareholders of

company or [ICB ({tsell.
Deduction of tax on the divi-
dend income of the ICB Units

(10%) therefrom.
deducted the same tax
vies before paying out the

&
2
g




