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Towards a Politics of
Development

In ?nm the round table with a broad-base
group ol thinkers The Daily Star wanted to start a
public debate on the fundamental issues relating
to our development. It was the aim of this journal
to bring together ministers, members ol par-
liament from the ru and the opposition par-
ties, representalives the private sector, civil
servants, representatives ol the donors and multi-
lateral aid agencies and, ol course, the develop-
ment economists and provide for them a forum to
have a [ree and informal exchange of views, The
fact that a two and hall hours discussion spilled
over to more Lhan four hours and all the dislin-
guished participants preferred (o forego their
other pressing engagements is ample testimony
as to how valuable the participants found the
round table (o be. It is our hope that the spirit of
the n exchange will continue and ministers,
MPs [rom both the treasury and the opposition
benches will make a practice of maintaining an
open dialogue nol only among themselves but also
with all prolessional and other segments of the
sociely.

What the round table revealed — (o the sur-
prise of the major contenders [or power — was
the extent to which their thoughts actually con-
verged. On the crucial issue ol national consen-
sus, on the f[undamental questions dealing with
national development, the representatives ol both
the BNP, the AL and the Workers Party showed a
near complete agreement. Similarity of views
were also expressed on the question ol stabilily,
of continuity of policies and on the need for cre-
ating an environment which will attract foreign
investment. The speakers also seem to have very
similar views on wage structure for our labour
forces and the need to make them eflicient and
disciplined. It was really impressive {o see how
much the politicians, who are usually at logger-
head with one another, had in common. This has
been The Daily Star beliel all along that given a
proper environment, our leading politicians
can find more commonalily of views than
divergencies. We are gralilied to find ourselves
vindicated.

The cruclal question now is where do we go
from here ? The tendency to try to be one up on
the other party is much too strong to think that
just one or two open discussions, like the one of
the day belore, will lead to a more co-operative
attitude between the leading political parties. But
one or two insltances, however inadequate the ex-
amples may be, of broad based dialogue is enough
to prove that there is a lot of scope for consensus
building. And it is on that scope that we must
build. The most persuasive argument for a con-
sensus is the fact that Bangladesh is among the
most underdeveloped countries in the world,
with enormous economic and social problems,
Our politicians will have to move away [rom
peddling rhetlorics and acquire the habit of
looking into facts. Yes, dry figures are not what
strident and thunderous applause generating
speeches are made of. Bul it is these new types of
speeches that the politicians will now have to
learn to give. Let the politics of agitation give way
to a politics of development. It is possible. The
Daily Star Round Table indicates so.

Unnecessary Deaths

Five persons died and [ifty were injured on
Tuesday in a road tragedy near Demra. We
deliberately avoid using the word accident for it
was anything but that. But 'tragedy’ isn't either an
apt word and tends Lo make us shilt our attention
[rom what it really was. It was indeed a case of
triminal villainy in which those lives were lost.
There's little consolation in the fact that among
the dead was also one of the villains — the driver
ol one of the two buses that turned the busy
Demra-Dhaka road into the Indianapolis racing
track. In most cases of man-made 'accidents’ the
drivers and their helpers miraculously melt in
the air. This is easy to understand for it is only
they who know exactly when to abandon 'ship' —
and in the whole bulk of a bus it is only they who
can escape without being mobbed in the attempt.
The Demra bus-plunge proved that escapes are
not always possible for the drivers manufacturing
an 'accident'.

There are many reasons for our roads
becoming a virtual death trap for all of their
thousands of miles of stretch, — and for our
vehicles to turn into so many coffins. A list of
these could run into miles. Such lists often fail to
mention one or two of the most dangerous abuses
of road norms that result in the most road deaths
— only because they are so plainly rudimentary.
The Demra victims were a to one such abuse
which can easily be turned as road charlatanry or
in the local sl bus mastani. Overtaking for
almost all of our narrow highways is an act of
crime fraught with risk to life. And yet it is
possibly the most favourite pastime of our bus and
truck drivers who at the slightest chance they get
of challenging the vehicle ahead or to block the
way of the vehicle behind —they turn the very
narrow and bad ditch-lined road into grand prix
motor-racing tracks. Passengers, going over la
llaha illa anta for countless times in their minds,
dare not raise a single voice against this deadly
sport. Who cares if one of the vehicles go not
only out of the race but also off the road and
into a ditch at least 20 feet below — not the
drivers, |

We have long been pleading for constant police
patrolling of the whole stretches of our more
important highways. The [irst duties of such
patrols should be to stop overloading, speeding
and overtaking. When will our counsel be
heeded? On its answer will depend what kind of

lq:;lllyul‘gmemmmlw:mgotngtn have in this

-Our hearts pain every time there aﬁ: such
unnecessary deaths. A re t, of

governmen
course, can greatly inhibit the incidence of such
as also reduce the toll.
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can been scen in both the de-
veloping and the industrialised
world.

According o fgures re-
lcased by (he United Stales
Congressional Rescarch Ser-
vice in August 1991, the value
of new arms agrecements wilth
developing countrices turned
sharply upwards again in 1990,
increasing by 18 per cent from
USS 34 billlon 1o USS 41.3 bil-
lion.

This increasc was largely
the consequence of a massive
increasc in  Lhe value ol new

The Global Arms Trade : Boom or Bust ?

Arms specialist lan Anthony examines the current stage of the international arms
trade and warns of the steady and often-ignored trade in smaller and less expensive

low-technology weapons.

orders for U.S weapons, which
more than doubled between
1989 and 1900,

now 80 cxpensive that the
transfer of even relatively small
numbers can have a dramatic
impact on the overall value of
arms (rade. The fact that
fewer countries can aflord the
generation of major
weapons does not Imply short-
age of or reduction in the de-
mand for ether Iypes of
WCAPONSs.
in 1990, the Stockholm In-
ternational Peace Rescarch
Instituic recorded over 30 ma-
jor armed conflicts and noted
that over 100 smaller con-
Micts were bein waged
throughoul the world. The ma-
jority of these conlliets were
nol inter-state wars, bul were
being fought within countrics.

z

One or more partics o the
conflict was likcly to be re-
ceiving external assistance of
some kind, ofien in the form
of arms transfers.

The arms translerred were
ol different kind [rom those
normally recorded by the var-
lous sialistical agcencics
around the world. The prima
weapons in use are ofllen s :
portable infantry weapons: as-
sault riflcs machine guns
rocker-propelled grenades
small-calibre artillery and
mortars and so on.

Much of this weaponry has
been oblained from the enor-
mous arscnals buflt during
decades of continuous fighting
in Alghanistan, Central Amer-
ica, Lebanon, and South-East
Asia. AL the same Ume, this
kind of low-technology equip-
menl is In | production in
dozens of countries around the
world.

in the 1990's a new poten-
tial problem has emerged. In
the wake of successiul conven-
tlonal arms control, there is a
widcespread fear that weapons
no longer considcered neces-
s in Europc may now be

o this global stockpile.
The danger is particularly
acule’ among mcmbers of the
former Warsaw Treatly Organi-
sation, where economic dilli-
cullics

make it even more

tempting to realise financial
relurns on ipment which
othcrwise will o be phys-
ically destroyed under the
terms of the CFE agrecment—
a furthcr drain on scarce re-
SOUrces.

It is against this background
that the fssue of arms transfer
conirol has become a more
important element of the arms
control debate.

In the 1980's arms conirol
initiatives refllected  several
developments: growing  con-
cern ul the links between
the fliegal arms trade, interna-
tonal drugs trafficking and or-
ganised crime, pressure for a
greater effort to adopt an arms
embargo on cither or both |
and lran between (1980 ;ﬂ
1988, and finally, in the con-
text of the improving U.S-So-
vict relationship, the U.S at-
tempts to raise the profile of
sciccted aspects of the arms
trade, especially ballistic mis-
siles.

These  actions notwith-
standing, it was the Iragl inva-
ston ol Kuwait on Aug 2, 1990
which put the issue of the
arms trade firmly in the centre
of the conventional arms con-
trol debate. In addition to na-
tional initiatives to modify or,
in some cascs, adopt for the
first time, arms export regu-
lations, there have been a
significant number of multilat-

cral arms cxport control ini-
Uatives launched in 1990.
These initiatives include
cfforts by many countrics o
establish a regisicr of the arms
trade o be maintained the

United Nations, for
which will be before
the U.N this
month, and efforts by the Eu-
ropcan Commu to make
arms cxport mﬂm cxplicit

element of a future treaty on
European political unfon.

These arms control initia-
tives are in an carly stage, and
many lechnical problems are
associated with cffective arms
trade regulation. The unsolved
problems iInclude defining
which technologies should be
subject to control, how to ver-
ify that arms were delivered to
the stated end users, how 1o
monitor company activity and
how to track the physical
movement of goods.

However, the primary ob-
siacles to arms trade control
are not so much technical as
political and before any effee-
tive export control regime can
be brought into operation,
some key political problems
must be addressed.

The meost important of
these are the continued use of
arms transfers by major pow-
crs  lo support their foreign
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Envisaging a Plan for Population Redist

OUNG English
yman Thomas

Y Malthus iIn
forewarned that food
arithmetically and population
at geometric progression. The
theme was the E‘r'npurtlun of
land becoming less with the
growth of population. Just after
the liberation, the war ravaged
Bangladesh was [acing multi-
dimensional problems. The
common sight on the roads
was the UN emblem Japanese
trucks and mini bulkers in the
river ports, engaged In
transporting wheats from the
sca port of Chittagong to the
inward populated arecas. Such
activitics created a horizon of
fear leading to contention how
would seventyfive million
people (then) of Bangladesh
would be fed and
administered.

The country, however, fell
into the socialist orbit and en-
tered into the era of mostly
barter standard reversing from
hard currency standard,
resulting restrictions in
emigration of the population
with hard to get an
international passport and the
endorsable amount fixed with
five sterling pounds. The
principles laid in the
Constitution was sell contra-
dictory. The world was then
divided into two formidable
blocs of determined - ideologies
namely, Democracy and
Socialism. The foreign policy
was more significant with pol-
icy of belriending with all and
malice to none but despite
with such placard of foreign
policy, some of the strategi-

clerg-
Robert
1798

cally important countries of
the world refrained from
sing our nation.

At home, political situation
brewed up for shortages of
essentials, declinement in liv-
ing standards and [rustrations
for what the conscious citizens
longed and what were re-
ceiving. The issue of scientific
socialism was more complex at
that prevailing condition: The
ownership of mills and facto-
ries throughout Bangladesh
will not only be owned by the
State but eventually be handed
over to the workers .... for

tion of scientific so-
clalism from the prevalent
limping socialism. The great
tragedy like famine took place
in our region and that was a
coincidal incident for any poor
socialist country. (Classical
economist Karl Marx though
he wrote descriptive book Das
Kapital, but had no real expe-
rience on the diplomatic
norms and thorough knowl-
edge on the nation state sys-
tem. Marx wrote on his obser-
vations ol the neo-capitalists
resulting from the Industrial
Revolutions in Germany,
France and Great Britain). Now
it is, however, interesting to
note that Soviet Union lost the
credibility ol superpower sta-
tus and Bangladesh was com-
pelled to exit from the social-
ist orbit duc to natural and
practical experiences, and of
these, the shortage of food for
the countrymen was the vital

issuc,
OIC
It was aller the oil embargo
followed with economic boom

by Golam Ashraf

in the middle castern coun-
tries, led to formation of
Organisation of Islamic
Conference [OIC) In 1973 and
later the offictal recognition of
Bangladcsh by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia gave opportunity
to considerable number of
people of our country Lo securc
employment in that and other
neighbouring Gull countries.
Eventually with higher pricing
of the crude oil, the recession
started in the European and
North American countrics.

These oll-rich countries be-
came vulncrable to the con-
sumer inlerests particularly
the G-7 nations and for such
eventualitics the history re-
pealed, for keeping the home
in order, the disorder was en-
couraged abroad.

The Iran-lraq war brought
misfortune to the middle cast-
ern countries and converted
these creditor nations with
huge surplus hard currencics
into debtor countries with
dearth of basket currencies of
the IMF (International
Monctary Fund) resulting in
sharp decline of busincss
profit margin and lower
amount of salary and wagcs.

The conquest of State of
Kuwait by Rcpublic of Iraq was
due to specilic economic rea-
sons but in the twenteth cen-
tury the economic climate has
changed throughout the world,
and il any unilateral measure is
adopted a single country, it
would yield reaction instantly

either regionally or interna-
tionally.

Measures

Undcr the above circum-
slances, some measurcs should
be pursucd by our government
for redisiribution of population
of our overcrowded nation.
First. the Planning Minister
may, of course in consultation
with the Prime Minister draft
a plan for redistributing the
population. The Prime
Minister may Instruct the
Cabinet Sccretary to adopt an
agenda in a Cabinet meeting o
scnd ofllicial letters through
the office of the President of
Bangladesh to Mr. Samir
Shibai, the President of the
United Nations General
Assembly, and the US
President George Bush re-
questing for allout co-opera-
tion for implementation of a
mastcr plan for redistribution
of the population of our coun-
try to the other suitable mem-
ber countries of the United
Nations. Because in this world,
only United Nations
Organisation (UNO) can co-
ordinate worldwide for human
re-settlement and the United
States ol America can oversee
the arrangements of interna-
tional security affairs. When
the permission being sought,
the ' Prime Minister may send
our Foreign Minister to Jeddah
to discuss with the high offi-
cials of the Organisation of
Islamic Conlference (OIC) and
Islamic Devclopment Bank
(IDB) for granting rights to ev-

ery Bangladeshi for citizensh
and Intcrest Free Loan (IFL) in
all the member countries of
the OIC. The people of

would to any
OIC country of their own
choice under as you earn
(PAYE) scheme. Under this
Bangladeshis will recetve Lhe
passport ol the country of res-
idence and will have the status
of equal citizens and engage in
studics, sccure employment or
carry out business with or
without any local sponsor, and
will have the right to marry
there or in Bangladesh and
also would reserve the s
to reunite their relatives from

Bangladesh.

Some intercsted quariers
would try to raise objections
on the basis of their sell inter-
ests but they were to be taught
that one Muslim 1s a brethren
of another Muslim. It is conve-
nicnt for a Muslim to live in an
Islamic -“country where
mosques are located for
prayers, leaching and learning
of lloly Quran is possible and
‘halal’ meats are available for
cating. There will be follow up
pleas from some Bangladeshis

for settlement in the countries
like USA, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand or again some
may raise further claim for US
OP-1 visas but it has to be in-
formed over mass media that
the socicty of those countries
do not permit slaughtering of
edible birds and animals in the
backyards nor do encourage
Azan [rom mosques over loud-

ribution

The SAARC (South Asian

Assoclation fer Regional
Cooperation) is an essential fo-
rum for trade co-

operations for economic rea-
sons but it is not conducive for
redistribution of the popula-

tion of Bangladesh in this re-

already densely populated and
to a saturated
with over one billion In

scicntific technology, can re-
solve the sounded by
Thomas Malthus, almost two
centuries earlier. Moreover
still today, it is true that it is
not easy for an Irish or a Dutch
national to setile in a
country like Australia or

Canada but the above master
plan can be an exemplary
model for future

for assimilation of a
populated country with an-
other sparsely populated coun-
try with common social and
cultural practices, commenc-
ing with joint efforts of the
United Nations and the proven
leader of the nations of the
present era, the United States
of America. :

Farmer's Son Steering Nepal's

farmer's son is at the
helms of 's eco-
nomic blueprint.

The enormous challenge of
ﬁ:;ng direction to the

gling econo has been
given to a brillilant young
economist and his team of
hard-nosed nals.

Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala named Dr Ram
Sharan Mahat the vice-chair-
man of the reconstituted
National Planning Commission
(NPC). He, in effect, heads the
Commission although the
chairman is Prime Minister
Koirala. .

Dr Mahat, 41, said his first
priority would be to "reinstate
the Commission, which is in a
dormant state, as a leading
development think tank of the
country. It must do business. It
must advise the government
on policy matters.”

impressive. It includes Dr
Binayak Bhadra, an American-
educated economist and engi-
neer specialising on energy,
waler and environment; Dr Bal
Gopal Baidya, rural develop-
ment specialist and former ex-
ecutive director of the private
think tank, New Era; Prithvi
Raj Legal, leading economic
analyst and advisor o the
Finance Ministry; Sri Krishna
Upadhyay, former chairman of
the Agriculture Development
Bank with experience in rural
development; and Dr Ram
Prakash Yadav, food, agricul-
ture and mountain environ-
ment specialist and former
deputy director of the
International Centre for Inte-
grated Mountain Development.

Dr Mahat's last job was for
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), looking

Jan Sharma writes from Kathmandu

The enormous challenge of giving direction to the

fledgling economy has been given to a brilliant young
economist and his team of hard-nosed professionals
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UNDP's assistant resident
representative in Islamabad.
He left UNDP in 1990 when
King Birendra lifted the ban on
political parties, replaced the
one-party rule with multi-party
democracy and a constitutional
monarchy.
Mr Mahat himsell seemed
to be the natural choice as
finance minister when he ran
under the Nepalli Congress
Party for a parliamentary secat
from his home constituency of
Nuwakot. But he was defeated
by the former finance minis-
ter, University of California-

members of the Rashtriya
Prajatantra Party elected to
parliament.

Prime Minister Koirala then
appointed Dr Mahat his
economic advisor. The job of
finance minister went to
Mahesh Acharya, a German-
trained economist and one of
Prime Minister Koirala's
closest aides. Mr Acharya is a
member of the National
Council, the 60-seat upper
house of parliament.

Dr Mahat is [it for the job.
Born in a farmer's family in
Kabilas village, at 13 he was

year on charges of taking part
in demonstrations for the re-
vival of multi-party democracy.

He ecarned a Bachelor of
Arts degree with distinction
and a gold medal at the age of
17. He then topped the
Master's degree in economics
at Tribhuvan University, again
with a gold medal. He taught
brielly at the Bhakti Secondary
School and, at the
became head master of Bir
Bhakti High School.

Dr Mahat was given a
fellowship at the American
University in Washington DC,
where he lectured and did
research. He returned home to
teach for about a year at the
Tribhuvan University, then
joined the UNDP.

At the top of the National
Planning Commission's agenda
now is the Eighth Develop-

age of 19, .

Fledgling Economy

hard, painful decisions. This is
because we believe that in the
long run they have to work,
even {f they may not be
politically acceptable,” Dr

says. -
"We need a right balance

between political expediency
and economic needs,” he says.

The government is now
discussing with the UNDP .
future projects for the UN
agency's f{ifth country pro-
gramme for Nepal. The UNDP

has K:dgnd US878 million for

the year period cnding in
1996. "It is a big programme
by our standards,” Jerrold
Berke, UNDP resident repre-
sentative in Kathmandu.

The UNDP has invested in
Nepal more than US$500
million in technical assistance
grants since 1963. It has been
involved in 123 projects, with

after the welfare of Afghan

educated Prahas .Chandra
refugees in Pakistan. lle was

Lohan. Dr Lohan is one of three

already a high school graduate.

ment Plan (1992-97). "We have
He was jailed the following

another 46 projects in the
no choice but to take some

His team at the NPC is pipelinc. — Depthnews Asia
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orders by the Ministry of
Finance as regards the ncw

of the matter and immediatcly
issue the necessary orders
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hold arms, and cxposc those  this country. May Allah help
student leaders and organisa- them.
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address.
Pension and gratuity

Sir, It is a stipulation iIn
government service that ev-
erytime national pay-scales are
revised upwards, the upper
limit of pension is commensu-
rately and simultaneously
raised for those rernment
servants the new
flynlmlu are made ellective.
t is already over four months
the National Pay Scales 1991,
were made effective from lIst

‘21, bu enough, the
ﬂummmm

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed |
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

not yet been issued by the
concerned Ministry, with the
result that fixation and pay-
ment of retirement beneclits of
those who retired alter 1st
July '91, have been held up.

This unjustifiable delay has
caused severe sulfering to all
those persons, who, under
normal su nuation rules,
have retired, after the
best 30/36 years,of E:lﬂlk in
the service of the country. The
pension-processing authori-

ties, when approached, merely
say that, due to non-issue of

/revised upper limit of pen-
sion, they are unable to work
out the pension and conse-
quently also the gratuity
payable on the 50% compul-
sory surrender value of pen-
sion. |

Needless to say, all those
who retire at the old age of 58,
feel utterly helpless and anx-
fously look forward to their re-
tirement beneflit money for
planning their own livelihood
as well as that of their depen-
dants. Uncertainty and undue
delay in receipt of their legit-
imate retirement benefits only
act to multiply the sulfering of
retired life. Only those in this
category know the kind of suf-
fering it is |

May I, on behalf of the suf-
ferers, very humbly request
the Ministry of Finance, lo
kindly appreciate the urgency

with regard to the ncw/ re-
vised upper limit of pension
and the rate of gratuity and
thus help their erstwhile col-
leagues in the government re-
ceive their legitimate retire-
ment benefits without further

delay.

Shakil Ashraf

Dhaka.
Campus Violence
Sir, Without going into all

the nitty gritty of campus vio-
lence, | would offer a sugges-
tion. The general students
should now play an effective
role. They should form a non-
political organisation with one
item on the agenda: Eradicate
campus violence. They should
formulate and publish a list of
insiders and outsiders who

tions by name who shelter
armecd miscreants in their or-
ganisation. They should also
stand against those political
partics whose student wings
arc instrumental in campus vi-
olence. They should design
appropriate programmes in
support of their movement
against campus violence.
During campus clections they
should reward those student
organisalions who are not re-
lated to campus violence in any
way. Laler, as 1t grow in
shape and stature, they should
adopl programmes for achiev-
ing academic excellence. They
should show that a university
should be a place for sustained
devclopment in scholarly pur-
suits. Il they can do this, they
will earn the respect and ad-
miration of all the people who
really care about the future of

it is now a common knowl-
edge that BCL and JCD are
mainly responsible for all the
ills on the campus, But in the
student elections in the col-
leges or universities, it is ei-
ther JCD or BCL who
the clections. In other words
gencral students are rewarding
campus violcnce. My appeal to
general students: Do not re-
ward those who do not hest-
tate to play violent politics at
your expense. It is unfortunate
that a small organisation of
gencral students which came
into being during the last un-
scheduled closure of Dhaka
University has disintegrated.
Please join hands before it be-
comes (oo late,

East [Jashabo, Dhaka.



