The eight-point joint
statement was drawn up in
Moscow after five days of talks
between a Mu delega-
tion and Soviet and Russian of-
fictals held from November 11
te 15

The delegation, led by re
sistance lcader Burhanuddin
Rabbani ts due to return here
Monday aftef a pilgrimage to
Mokkah in Saudi Arabia.

"The (two) sides confirmed
the necessity of transier of the
entire state power |Iin
Afghanistan to an interim
Islamic government,” the
statement said, according to
the text issued by the embassy.

The Mujahideen dclegation
agreed, it said.

"Within two ycars from the
moment of transfer of power

elections will be held In

with thc assistance
of the isation ol Islamic
Conference and the UN™ the
statement said.

The Sovict side agreed o
"stop before Jan 1992 all
supplies to the Kabul regime of
armaments, combat hardwarce
and fuel for combat means.”

Moscow also to "take
measures for radical reduction

and for the
m f 2 A&Mnr:l';‘n |

uf Soviet military personncl.”

The statement said the
Soviet Union “will delinitely
zrtk‘l;ﬂll in common ellorts

the restoration ol dcvasta-
tions caused by the war.

"The condemnation ol Lhe
anti-constitutional decision
with regard to the deployment
of Sovict in Afghanistan
(in 1979) and the Soviet
Union's participation in the
war, that brought and conlin-
ues to bring immeasurable sul-
ferings to the Muslim

, Was rmunﬂrrrﬂ.:-:‘l

pcop
said.

Ershad's trial

JP decided to raise Tk 2cr for
+  purchasing party office

N. @ Alam Chowdhury, a de-
fence witness in the corrup-
tion case against the former
President H. M Ershad,.
Monday deposcd that Jatiya
Party during a meeting last
year had decided to raise Taka
2 crore to purchase a house for
the party, BSS.

He told special tribunal
tryi Ershad ol amassing
weal beyond his known
source of income that during a
meeting of the JP
Parllamentary Party a decision
was taken to hand over the
money raised through sub-
scription and contribution to
accused Ershad for it (Monday)
might be necessary at any time
to purchase the house. Besides
instant avaflability, the deci-
sion to deposit money with
Ershad was taken because the
joint signature in the party
fund was posing a lem for
quick withdrawal of such
amount, the wilness f[ifth in
the series, said during deposi-
tion conducted by counsel
Yusul Hossain | lumayun.

Chowdhury said as per party
decision, he as a member of
1988 parliament contributed
Taka 12,000 in two instal-
ments, the last time on
November 2, 1990 and pro-
duced counterfoils. Besides
contributions by party MPs,
funds werc also raised by
membership drive and sub-
scriptions from minislers,
state ministicrs and zila
parishad chairmen, he added.

When asked whether mar-
tial law was needed in 1982,
Chowdhury looking at Ershad
sitting in l.hl: dock, said, "Only
the _man who imposed it can

Chn-dhuq testified that
the counterfoils of the sub-
scription, receipts which were
deposited with the court did
not carry any signature efther
of the Treasurer or the
ﬂrtncrll Secretary as pre-

scribed by party WUP') mani-

festo. interrogation he
said he not recall that
ﬂﬂummrﬁwmﬂmmhcr

2 last year, the day

supposed to have dcponitcd
the mne;e The Attorney
n

General produced a

ﬂlr:un November 2
1990 re it said curfew was

imposed in the city from
November 1. The witness then
correcled himscll and said
that money might have been
deposited on some other day,
but the receipt might have
been issued on that day.
Chowdhury dented to have
lied to save Ershad. He also
denied of having taken any
rivilege but added whatever
got as Chairman ol Zila
Parishad was similar to other
chairmen. He, however, admit-~
ted that he was made PP dur-
ing the Ershad regime.
He denied of gross miscon-
duct by not observing rules and
regulations of Bar Council de-

spite being a lawyer.

Although the next witness :

appeared in the dock, the
judge at the request ol the de-
fence adjourned the hearing
till November 20.

Police open fire
on workers : 10
hurt in Rangpur

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Nov 18 : Ten
ﬁcoplt were injurcd when po-
15 r'nunds ol blank
fire to diaper:t unruly trans-
port workers when they tried
to swoop an accused from po-
lice custody.

The ten people were in-
jured in the melee.

They became unruly when a
bail petition for Abul Kalam
Azad, district Secretary of
transport workers. union was

rejected. Kalam was taken to
court hajat.
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ing sold in the shops. -

Presided over by M Shamsul
Haque, the meeting in front of
the Baitul Mokarram Market

was addressed Amirullah,
Attur Rahman, AI:EI Bashar and
M Khayer. .

The press conference was
addressed by Alhaj Ali Akbar
Khan, president of Baitul
Mokarram husinessmen group.

UNB adds : Nearly 18,000
shop owners in Dhuka city are
planning to launch an agitation
from November 30 to protest
lhe government's decision to

raid shops, which they fear
would victimise the shopkeep-
ers.

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Central Markets Convening
Committee at a meeting

indefinite strikes at the city's
shopping centres.

] The committee announced
demonstrations on November
30 and token or indefinite
strike on December 1 to
protest the possible raids on

e

Shopkeepers

HA Zaman, Joint Secretary
of the Convening Committee,
said that shop owners fully
support the anti-smuggling
operation but expressed fear
that innocent shop owners
might be harassed and vic-
limised during the drive.

"We are not smugglers. We
are against smuggling and want
to help the government. But
unfortunately we were vic-
timised in the past in the
name of recovering smuggled
goods”, he said.

There are 180 big or small
shopping centres in the capital
housing about 18,000 shops.
In 1989 many innocent shop
owners were victimised during
the recove of smuggled
goods at different shopping
centres in the capital, he said.

Zaman said that the anti-
smuggling drive would prove
futile unless the smugglers are
identified and
points sealed.

Sources said smuggled
goods worth Tk 500 crore en-
ter the country each year
through air, sea and land
routes. Major smuggled items
include Indian saree, clothes,

ment earlier an- crockery, perfumes, expensive
that it would crack- garments, cigarettes, electron-
on smuggling from icsete., -
Mrlhuumﬂm- 'I‘luyl.lhgﬂlthalo?nhed
band and goods. As Mpuﬂﬂithchelp a sec-
part of the drive, will be tion of corrupt officials are en-
raided to recover smuggled m in -nmm huhm
——— ———
Editor : l M. Al

smuggling

MWHWHME‘WMSZMM

C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at Offset Printing Dialogue
Publications Lid., 19 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenué, Dhaka-1215. Editorial,
MEMMHH Toynbee Circular Road, Dhaka-1000.
Tel: Editorial & News: 863036. Commercial: 863035. PABX-246023-4. Fax
No. 88-02-863035. GPO Box No. 3257 GRAM: DAILY STAR, DHAKA.

e m— —

éu,.-

Plim- Hinilur Begum Khaleda Zia adlh'u-n‘ officers, JCOs and jawans at the headqunrt-rl of tho 9th division at Savar
w Chief of Army Staff Lt. Gen Noor Uddin Khan was also present.
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ing while talking
to The Daily Star made claims
and counter claims about ful-
filment or otherwise of the
declaration.

The ruling BNP claims that
commitments still unfulfilled
are now in the process of ma-
terialisation while the opposi-
tion including the
Mmil.u‘ulmﬁ-quently

the ruling party for
non-fulfilment’ of those.

The fssues, yet to be trans-
lated into reality fully, are : au-
tonomy for the radio and tele-
vision into repeal of all laws
that conflict with the funda-
mental rights of the people
lnd murln; independence

of the
lnd ﬂllh ment ol rule of
law in the country
Awami Lengue central

leader Tofael Ahmed MP ac-
cused the ruling BNP for not
keeping its commilments in
the declaration. "The ruli
party was doing willynilly wi

the commitments”, Tofael re-
marked.

The AL Ilcader described
the role of the television and
the radio same as that during
the Ershad regime. He found
no goodwill of the government
to convert the state-owned
media into autonomous bodics.

On laws detrimental to
people’'s [undamental rights,
Tolael blasted those in power
saying that instead of repealing
those, the rmment, in only
eight month' rule has intro-
duced some [resh black laws.

Referring to an end to poli-
tics of killing and coups, Tolael
whoe is the Organising
Secretary of AL viewed there
was no alternative to repealing

. the Indemnity Ordinance to

stop capture ol power through
unconstitutional means.

"Existence of the ordinance in
the Constituiion has legilimise

_deterforated seriously

J omt declaratmn

politics”, he said.
Iy'lnl o a quesiion,
said law and order has
due o
absence of rule of law and In-
of the
Irﬁmﬂnnﬂhl:l:fnﬂl
BNP central lcader Darrister
Nazmul Huda dismissed the

almost all the
promiscs and is itively
ceed h-lrdlwnnltrhrh:
others”, he said. The
Information Minister claimed
that the radio and the televi-
sion have been [reed [rom

“partisan use.” Now opposi

ward to the fulliliment of the
mmuh in the joint dec-

On '.!I"i-ﬂt coverage of the
cabinet members, the
Information Minister observed

that the people have the right
tnwltchthdrupmhtlm

i
:
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asscried
of all black laws
Inderhnily Ordinance a
Spccial Powers Act could
consolidaic dc

Eﬁ

MOoCTacy.
Menon pressed for repeal of

the fifth and seventh amend-
ments to the constitution to
make parliamentary system

meaningful and stop politics of

killing and coup because, the

two amcndments validated the |

llleplu.ln:-m:rﬂl'puwr

Croatians
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was dealcning even in this vil-
lage six km (four miles) from
Vukovar which is as close as

the allowed journalists to
approach

"We demand their uncondi-
tional surrender in the pres-
ence of the Red Cross and our
soldiers will not shoot uniess
they are shot at, Major Vesclin
Sljivancanin said.

"But if they try any dirty
tricks, we have enough fire
power to destroy them and
take the rest of Vukovar within
two hours. We won't hesitate to
do that unless they surren-
der.”

Three, grenades fired from
Mitnica hit a refugee camp on

the outskirts of Vukovar,

wounding a woman and setling

fire to a warchouse.

The army said several
groups of Croatian fighters,
one nu
tried to break out of the heav-
ily surrounded town during the
night but were driven back.

A loudspeaker vehicle
toured the devastated streets
of Vukovar on Sunday u
Croats to surrender
promising they would be
treated as prisoners of war,

The Yugoslav army has
agreced to the evacuation of
civilians and wounded [rom
the town ol Vukovar
where 1,500 Croatian dcfend-
ers are trlppur!

|

over 60 men, -

— PID photo

Khaleda's ‘Meet
the People’ date
shifted

The weekly meet the peo
ple programme of Primt
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
for November 21 has been
called off due to some unavoid-

able circumstances, reports
B3SS.

Persons who were o meet

Zia on November 21

will now meet her on

November 28 and the visitors

for the same day will now meet
her on [December 5.

4 left parties

See Page 12 Col. 7

Nahid said all patriotic and
democratic forces would have
to be united in the in-
terest of the country and the
people.

Industrialisation of the
country, protection of local
products and guarantee to in-
vestment for flourishing na-
tienal economy will be the
centre piece of their immedi-

alc goals.

Citing example, he said,
Ershad's [all was possible as all
parties were united. Switch
over to parliamentary system
was another instance.

The front will come up with

programmes shortly, and its
first step is likely to be forging
unity of the people and politi-

" cal parties to flight violence

- remain

and vandalism from campusecs
as well as from society.

. Nahid said the front would
open to any party or
individual willing to work with
the identical aims,

They have talked to many
other political parties, includ-
ing the 5-Party Alliance and
Ganalantri Party, for unitly and
will continue parleys with
them, he said.

Selling ‘dhekis' to the farmers

by Sabir Mustafa

RAMPURA VILLAGE,
MONOHARDI: Out in the large
open field surrounded on
threc sides by trees, nearly
5,000 villagers wailed pa-
tienily to watch a slage drama
last ‘Fhursda while recorded
folk songs ﬂllcd the cold,
November darkness. A battery-
operated dynamo powcred the
handful of bulbs that made the
low stage shimmcr against the
pitch dark rural backdrop.

Rampura village in
Monohardi upazila in
Narshingdi may be only 88km

east of Dhaka, but in every
other way it is in the middle of
nowhere. The lasl stretch of
tarred roads ended scveral
kilometres away, as did the
el:ctrlcity lllpc{ﬂy lines.
rama forms the
r:l:ntml pnrt DI' a highly innova-
tive marketing method being
used to popularise and sell a
conceived and manufac-
tured piece of irrigation
equipment that could become
Bangladesh's most significant
contribution to Third World
poverty alleviation since the
Grameen Bank rural credit
generation programme.
The play, designed to raise
awareness about the manually-
urrllad. double piston trea-

or dheki pump originally

conceived by a farmer named
Mahendra Nath Dev, goes
straight to the hearts of mil-
lions of small farmers living in
the twilight zone between sub-
sistence and famine. Entitled
"Story of the Farmer's Friend,”
it tells a tale of woe heard a
thousand times across the
length and breadth of this
country:

"Oh, how golden was our
Bengal, we had ficlds full of
paddy and stable full of cattle
.+."y the minstrel of the play
takes the audience back to the
days that seem lost forever,
".... but look what happened to

the rain has gone, our
hrdhdryln:lmccmpdh:n[
thirst..”

The central nhnrnel:.r of the
play, an honest and hard-work-
ing small farmer, is driven to
steal water from his neighbour
as he is too poor to
water from the local deep
tubewell. He also struggics to
keep the unscrupulous owner

of the well from snatching his
young daughter.
But rescue comes in the

pay for the -

form the treadle pump which
gives him his own source of
water. He is told about the
pump by his brother-in-law
who also lends him the money
to buy the small portable
pump.

“The treadle pump in our
estimation is the most unique,
most perfect technology we
could imagine. We don’t expect
ever to [ind another picce of
technology as perfect as this,”
William H. Derrenger, country
director of International
Development Enlerprises,
(IDE) a Swiss-funded non-gov-
ernment organisation, said
while watching the farmer in
the play pay ofl his debts and
begin to build a new, dignificd
life.

"W hm:l h':-l af pmhlems

e T T T
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with the deep tubewcll. There
is a waiting list there, and
sometlime we had to wait 10 to
16 days before water was sup-
pHed”, Abdus Samad Pathan,
80, of Rampura said, "Il we
were Jlucky we would make
only one harvest of around
4801!3 of paddy then. But now,
with our own irrigation pump
on our own farm, we bring in
two paddy crops a year and an-
other one of bananas and veg-

etables”.

According to Derrenger,
there are some 6.5 million
families with plots of land too
small to providé anything
other than bare subsistence.

_If the rain fails or the deep
tubewell fails to provide water
at the right time, than the
crisis can easily turn into a

malter ol iife and decatn.

The play will take the mes-
sage o Lthosc millions of farm-
ers whose lives could be
transformed by having a water

source of their own, hopes
D¢rrenger,
The IDE is orchestrating

the activilics of some of Lthe 75
manufacturers, 6,000 decalers
and 10,000 fitters who double
up as sales exccutives. -

But door-to-door selling is a
very time consuming affair,
and IDE decided to blend
modern advertising and mar-
kcting techniques with the
cultural reality of rural
Bangladesh.

The result is a product with'
a brand name “Krishak
Bandhu", and the rural theatre
as its marketing vehicle.

F M
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“Two drama troupes will
stage 120 shows of this play in
decp rural areas. We h ‘to
stimulate interest in wholesale
numbers ol people, not retail
numbers. But the installer-
cum-sales people will follow
this up with door-to-door con-

. tacts in their own areas”,
Derrenger said.

Over -the years, nearly

500,000 of the pumps have

been sold, but that still leaves
six million without.

“If all the 6.5 million own-

‘I'.‘!"l ol' small plots used this

would be pruduc-
inl hllf this country's total
food requirements, making
themselves into a highly pro-
ductive sector. Eight to 10
million would be employed for
their incomes, putting huge

sums of money into the hands
ol some of the poorest people
of Bangladesh, where il is most
nceded”, Derrenger said.

But somehow this scems to
have escaped the attcntion of
the public, the government
and even the donor community
except the Swiss, who regard
the treadle as the most potent
programmcs they have any-
where in the world. Deep
tubewells may be more glam-
orous and make headlines, but,
as the villagers gathcred for
the play confirmed, they had
proved little short of disas-
trous for the small farmer.

One problem [aced by IDE
in its eflorts to market this

simple, cheap and local ma-

chine is status.
In short, the dheki lacks

But not to be outdone, IDE
has devised an eye-catching
logo to go with the brand
name,in an effort to make the

pump as attractive as il it were

a state-of—the-art technology.
The central importance of
the dealer in the whole pro-

.cess was demonstraled when

two local shopkeepers were
introduced to the slightly-
amused crowd. One of the
dealers even lo say a
few, words. about himsell, .
thnugh visibly awestruck by the
threa presence of 5,000
curious

Not iurprll.ingly. the dealer
[eatured prominently in the

Ph"hc schoolmaster in the
play, upon hearing all about the

pump, put his hands up in the
afr said, "Ah it's all the
Almighty Allah's gift". The

dealer came in with the line to

cnd all lines, "Yes, but He also

wuﬂ lﬂ rn:l green and

yellow logo unfurled en the
stage in a Bangladeshi re-
sponse to the red, white and
blue colour of Cola, the
play ended with

crowd still subdued . They
hadn't exactly missed the
punch line, because there was
none, except the words
Krishak Bandhu ringing in ev-

eryun: s cars.

Good play, but why was
there only one hour of #t?",
asked many in the crowd who
understand and appreciate
s theatre better than many
'i::fuull' urbanites in Dhaka
or Chittagong.

tribals and nontribals.

'Chhatra Samaj said
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The Midnight File

Somali President flees capital

NAIROBI, Nov 18: Interim Somali President AN Mahdi
Mohamed fled the capital Mogadishu today afler 48 hours of
clashes between rival factions of the ruling United Somalt
Congress, sources comlacted from here said. USC Military
Chief General Mohamed Farah |iaidecd appeared 1o have won

control of the capital, they said, reports AFP.
2) killed in Soviet plane crash

MOSCOW, Nov 18 : Twently pcople were killed,

the six-man crew, when a Sovict military

lransport

crndnd.tlhrmi:ndhﬂtlnrmnhuilhcmntry Tass
ncws agency said today. The planc, identified as an AN-12

transport,

crashed on Salurday in bad weather at the

Amderma Afr Field in the Polar Karskoe sea, reports Reuter.

9 neo-Nazis injured in rebels’ attack

KOENIGS WUSTERMAUSEN, Nov 18 : Nine neco-Nazis re-
turning from a memorial cecremony were injured in an attack
at Koenigs Wusierhausen station outside Berlin by some 25

masked peoplc wiclding bascball bats, police said today. About

660 people had atiended the ccremony

Sunday at a local

cemetery in memory of German soldiers killed during Werld

War 11, reporis AFP.

MkﬂledhCohmlﬂanvitﬂum

BOGOTA, Nov 18 :
Culn-#hruh-lh-n
clashes and a
killed

in weckend massacres,
shootoul. Police said the

in Medellin, Colombia's sceond-largest city and

ot said Monday that 37

home of a powerful cocaine cartel, when assailants in a car
and a motorcycle opencd fire on pcopic eating snacks on a

%

Panchart upazila of
Khagrachari district.
Tension rfose in both the

threatening retaliation.

Mcanwhile, the autherities
fcaring an outbreak of a riot
between tribals and non- urib-
als in the tension-packed hill
districts have tightened secu-
rity there.

Besides, some motivation
meetings were organised (o
maintain pcace and amily
among the hill residents. The
mectings, attended by gov-
crnment officials and both
tribal and non-tribal leaders
were held at' different parts of
Khagrachari district including

Dighinala and Ramgarh where -

thousands of people brought

6ut processions protesting the
brutal killings by the
Shantibahini.

The motivation meetings
urged the agitated people to be
patient and not fall prey to the

instigation of the trouble-mak- ~

ers.

Sccurity seurces said the
situation was under walch and
in control and all concerncd
quarters had been alerted o
foil any attempt to disrupt the
existing harimony between the

In May 1989 when the
upazila Chairman of Longadu
undcer Rangamati  district

Nasiruddin
From Page 1 Col. 2
of 81 was cclcbrated Thn._:rrday.

Responding to the recep-
tion accorded to him,
Mohammad Nasiruddin said it
was the gesture of deep love
that people bear for him. His
written speech was read out by
Dr. Rafiqul Islam. He urged all

to guard against intrusioh of
alien culture and injustice in

the society. "llliteracy, super-
stition and ignorance which
stalked the society in our time
still exist”, he cautioned.

Poet Sufia Kamal wished
Nasiruddin a happy and a
healthy life

Wrrit
From Page 1 Col. §

acres, reports PTI.

The writ petition was [iled
by Sudhir Burman and Dcbnath
Roy against the state of West
Bengal, District Magistrate,
Cooch Behar and special land

acquisition offlicer, Cooch
Bchar,
Meanwhile: The West

Bengal Chiel Minister, Jyoti
Basu today assured his cabinct
cull:agﬁtz: that India's
sovereignty would not be un-
dermined aller the lease out of
Tinbigha to DBangladesh.

. Basu, who chaired a cabinet
meeling in Calcutta, told
members that he would soon
hold talk with the Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao on
the various aspects u!' leasing
out of the strip.

He said that the process of
leasing out of Tinbigha would
be completed only after
removing the fear and
apprehension of the people

"~ (Clashes
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The injured students are
Biplob, Sagor and Sclim.
The lecaders of Sangrami

brought oul a proccssion to
demand the relcase of former
President Ershad and the ac-
tivists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal WCD) had attacked them.

they .

Pashid Sarker was

Abdur
killed by
riot look
non-tribals
However afier that riot, mo

and iribals.
other similar incident oe-
curred due to the timely pre-
cautionary measures by the
government.

The recently declared Rith
amncsty was also erfticised by
the tribal leaders and the
Chairman of three hill distriet

discarded it, he

The negation of the
Shantibahini to the latest
amnesty has been reflected in
recent acts of violence com-
mitied by them, he said
adding thlt the Shantibahi-
nimen are stead fast in their
demands.,

A government official said
that the [ifth amnesty was
meant only for those willing to
surrender in advance withoul
waiting for the dialogue. It
might take a long time to hold
the d as the hardcore
members of the Shantibahini
in ecollaboration with their
front tion leaders were
still playing a very tricky game
on the way to the 18
years-long problecm across the
discussion table, the official
added.

The fourth amnesty, de-
clared on August 23, 1989 and
ending on Secplember 30,
1989, drew unly scven Shan-
tibahini men with arms and 30
others without arms to surren-
der, officials sources said,

Shibir

reopened recently after about
eight months of closure with-
out the Vice Chancellor taking
part in the day to day adminis-
tration of the campus.

Shibir-backed Sangramf
Chhatra Oikka has been de-
manding resignation of the
Vice -Chancellor.

All. Party Students
Union(APSU), the opponents
of the Shibir, later at a rally
ncar New Market in the city
condemned the attack on VC's
residence. at the rally
demanded expulsion of the of-
fenders [rom the university.

APSU has called for -tnh“r
in the university tomorrow

. when it will hold a rally in the
morning at University Gate
No. 1

i Chhllrl
also held a Icpﬂ'lll:
campus
reiterated dﬂn-nl for
n:nignltiun of the Vice-
Chanccllor.

Major changes

From Page | Col. 7

headed by DUCSU Viece-
President Amanullah Aman MP

Several attempts to hold a
national conference of the JCD

fafled due to uncasy si-
tmthnmﬂmﬂm

the organisation.
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was reccived by the Chiel of
Army Siafl, Lt. General M, Noor
Uddin Khan and GOC Savar
Cantonment Major General
Abdul Matin.

She was given a guard of
honour. She alse inspected the
guard.

Later she went te the
ﬂpcrlthnl Room at the head-

arters and was briefed about.
activities by the GOC. She
was also introduced to the ge-
nior oflickrs.

Begum Zia also signed the
visitors book al the OfMicers
Mcss, She talked to the offi-
cers there and enquired about

their welfare.



