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The Revolution that is
Helping the Disabled

One-tenth of the people in the world have experienced some sort of disability, half
conditions — or

ventable with modemn lechnolog. nutrition and livin
}::1 common sense. Ten years ago m UNICEF and the UNDP got together
to create IMPACT to help organise the prevention and treatment of disability. As

tlonary.
IMPACT was launched by
the World Health Organisation

(WHO). the United Nations
Chilkdren's Fund (UNICEF) and
the United Nations Deve-

lopment mme (UNDP).
Progress has renarkablc.
Only in 1981 UNICEF

bought its first supply of oral
ration salls to kecp peo-

Gemini News Service reports, they say the success of the past 10 years shows a
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not seem to have a limit.

As Prolessor Ram-

of India says, most

of the cost of new schemes has
been covered by governments
and people in local com-
munities working more
creatively.

illian Forrester

in Thailand, IMPACT

- wanted to check the hearing of
school

children, but
there m*-:'ph-
wh testing.
came the idea of

Buddhist
monks in every mﬂlﬂly
voluntcered the use
meditation room and many are
now helping with the testing
British to the con-
ference Dr Henderson
said prevention of disability is
not just an option, il is a ques-
tion of survival for the human
race.
As the world's population
increases and ages,
caused in part by improved
health care, disability which
prevents people from working
and going o school is more

and more costly,
There is a greater possibil-
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ity than ever before of doing

something o help because Lo-
day's disabilitics arc nol causcd

domestic accidentls exceeds
dcath by discase in people un-
decr 50 in developing nalions.
There is also pollution, lo-
bacco, political strifc and mal-

prosy,

In l:.llinl the new drug, Lthe
WHO is linding it diMcult 10
identify people who have never

FAQO Reassesses
Food Aid Policy

Not al! food aid is the cheap resource that it was In
the past, nor has it always been effective in
substantially improving the nutrition of the poor.

inst hunger and main-

utrition, feod aid is

likely to increase in the 1990s.

But it will be needed Icss in

Asia and the Pacific which has

reduced its dependence on
food aid in recent

A S a unique strategy aga-
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"Food aid in the 1990s
" meeds to be transformed into a
more flexible resource and
used more efficiently,” says the
report prepared FAO's
Committee on World Food
Security. Theé report makes
several rmm:ns:rm in-
cludi increas food aid
"F ing
+ It also calls for a "more flex-
fble” use of cash — instead of in
kind — where appropriate. In
cases when food is '
for direet contribution, local
or between develop-
ing countries should be en-
couraged.

"In general. the nutritional
eflectiveness of food aid is im-
proved if the commodities
provided are consistent with
local dietary habits,” the report
says. "If not. food aid could be
wasted or gradually change
consumption habits and pref-
erences.

“The beneficiaries may be-
come dependent on imported
foods, with negative impact on
food security.

The report notes that re-
ltance on imported food out-
side of recipient areas
break the link between diet
and availability of local foods,
adversely affecting local pro-
duction. If foed is not scarce in
the areas, the report suggests
that cash might b€ better,

"Not all food aid is the

poor unless

linked with other forms of as-
port noted.

. Siates, Eu

| it between 145 and 168
million tons of cereals.

During the second halfl ol
the 1980s. food made up 9 per
cent of otal imports of devel-
oping countries. The share of
food in total imports was high-
est in North Africa and the
Ncar East (15.]1 per cent) and
lowest in Asia and the Pacific

(6.9 per cent).

From 1970-89, the share of
food in total imports in Asia
and the Pacific been de-
clining by 6.3 per cent annu-

Since the mid-1950s, con-
siderable amounts of food aid
have been provided to food-
deficit countries. During the
late 1980s, total food aid aver-
aged US8$2.860 million a year.
Of this, US8$2,560 — or 90 per
cent — went lo poor, food-
deficit countries.

During the same period,
about 12 million tons of com-
modities were released annu-
ally as food aid. Up to 95 per
cent of that was in cereals, the
rest made up of vegetable oil.
dried skim milk and pulses.

Five donors — the United
ropean Community,
Canada, Japan and Australia —
provided about 95 per cent of
total foed aid in cereals. Just
two dorors — the US and the
EC — account for most of the
non-cereal food aid shipments.

Food aid in cereals consti-
tutes a very small and declin-
ing share of total world cereal
production. During the second
half of the 1980s, this
amounted to less than 1 per
cent.

For developing countries,
food aid in cereals have never
amounted to a large share of
their domestic production. In
Sub-Saharan Afll?lcﬂ, this aver-
aged 7.4 per cent in 1984-88,
However, in

per cent.

But in Asia and the Pacific
in the same period, the ratio of
food aid to domestic produc-
tion of cereals averaged only
hall of 1- per cent — and de-
clining at an annual rate of 7
cent.

Food ald started 35 years
ago when s were
built up in United States.
There was strong ure fto
transfer the surplus to devel-
oping countries to pursue
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Handicap

been treated for the discase —
another sign of progress.

A highes standard of lving
rid industrial nations of the
discase 150 ycars ago

cas of India is the cause of the
spread of Guinca worm dis-
casc. Says Ramalingaswami :
“Unitil recently it was a forgot-
ien disease of forgoticn puo-
ple.” Clean waler has brought it
down dramatically in certain
communitics.”

Says Rothermwl : “It's Lhe
empowermenl of people. And a
greal opportunily for invest-
ment for people in the busi-
ness of medicine. Counitrics
have 10 learn that they cannot
just invest in industrics and in-
[rastructure, they have lo In-
vest in healthy poople.”

Dr. larold Snider, blind at
birth, is working with the
National Council for Disabilny
in the United States. e says
the biggest problem is that 37
million Americans have no
health insurance.

lie gives the example of a
worker injured on the job who
nceds surgery bul has no in-

—

== =

p_ed Chinese
tand on Their Own

@ Moblie hospital set up by IMPACT india Foundation
to take medical treatment to all areas served by

indian Rallways

® Contains: Air-conditioned operating room, 3 operating @ Hearing disgbllity cases: 500
tables, sterilisation room, diagriostic centre, recovery @ Rallway track in india: 65,000km
wards, living quarters for medical staff

surance and cannot pay for it
The person Lthen becomes a fi-
nancial burden who would be
worth more to the family dead
so they could collect social se-
curity.

Snider sces a day when all
Amcricans bencfit from a
saflely net insurance pro-
gramme such as exists already
in the state of Hawail

In North America in partic-

ular, publicit and
laws have lJl cf-
feet on smoking, and wearing
scalbelts while "Say no
to drugs” is a theme

for pop music groups ke the

There are 1.59 million handicapped people working in China. Generally, their in-
come is no less than what an average worker makes. by Ma Guihua

don't want to be my par

ents' burden.”" says Liu

Chunmet in sign language.
"Work has broadened my vi-
sfon.” '

Ms Liu is a 28-year-old deal-
mute. She has been working at
the Beijing Sanlu Factory since
graduation from the Beijing No
1 School for the Deaf-Mute ten
years ago.

She is one of the 400 deaf-

mules (among 1.035 workers)
employed at the Beljing Sanlu
Factory., famous for its Dabao
series of cosmetics. The fac-
tory reserves 70 per cent of its
earmnings for its own use and
turns the rest to the govern-
ment for funding other enter-
prises and welfare pro-
grammes like homes for elders
who have no children and for
orphanages.
Every year the [actory takes
in graduates from Beijing's four
schools for deaf-mutes. "We
think we are also producing
good social results along with
economic profits by employing
the handicapped.” says Lu
Shiying, the Party secretary of
the factory.

"We mean to help them win
social respect nng enhance
confidence in life,” he says.
Respect and confidence is
what China hopes to provide
for over 51 million handi-
cap people, or 5 per cent
of country's population.

China's gains in providing
confidence and respect to its

| handicapped population are a

rare success in most develop-
countries where this dis-
group is often for-
gotten and ignored. |
successes of health

carc in Asia and the Pacific in
recent decades, however im-
pressive and welcome they
may be, have not resolved the
full range of health problems
and rehabilitation, especially
among the region's disadvan-
taged and wvulnerable social
grouPs,” notes the United
Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP).

The ESCAP will convene in
Manila on October 7-11 the
Fourth Asian and Pacific
Ministerial Conference on
Social Welflare and Social
Development. Health care will
be among the social issues that
will be addressed by the con-
ference.

On average, every one out of
five Chinese families has a
member suffering from dis-
ability — like loss of eyesight,
hearing and speech. physical
mutilation, mental retardation
and mental disorder.

China's first special law on
the handicapped — the
Security Law on Protection of
the Handicapped — took effect
last May 15. Although the law
passed only in December
1990, many government pro-

have already been in
place to ensure wider partici-
pation of the handicapped in
the labour force.

The law stipulates that gov-
ernment offices, organisations,
enterprises, institutions and
collective economic undertak-
ings can "employ the handi-
capped in certain ratios and
choose for them suitable work
o . .

Today, according to Wu

_Deveiopment is Another

- HE Cold War and the

I arms race wastied

resources that might

have been used to bring about
world peace. New ways of
thinking about peace, juslice,
human rights, security and
development, need lo replace
the War mentality.

We cannot afford to pursue
only economic development or
national security alone; our
understanding of these con-
cepis has not expanded to in-
clude such as pro-
tecting the environment and
safeguarding a cultural her-
itage.
Because the context of in-
ternational relationships has
changed, the jdeal new world
order is one in which r
structures are mdcﬂne!o::d

refugee populations,

Zhongze, the employment rate
for the handicapped is 70 per
cent in towns and small cities
and 90 per cent in big and
medium-sized cities. The
number of handicapped people
who were employed in 1990
was 2.3 umes that in 1985.

"And we are obliged:to en-
courage and help them to
stand on their own.,” says Mr
Wu, an official su ing
China’'s social welfare work at
the Ministry of Civil Affairs.

The handicapped in urban
arcas are basically self-reliant,
but those in rural areas — who
make up about 80 per cent of
the country's handicapped
population — "constitute a big
problem.” says Tian Bin, direc-
tor in charge of labour in the
Chinese Federation for the
Handicapped. Their channels
for employment, for example.
are limited.

Mr Tian says the Federation
will focus on helping the hand-
icapped in rural areas. It plans
to improve its job training for
them through the Federation's
28 training centres as well as
the 2,000 trading centres run
by the Ministry of Labour.

If the handicapped com-
prise over 35 per cent of em-
ployees, such factories or col-
lectives are considered "social
wellare enterprises.” These are
exempted from income tax.

-Where over 50 per cent of the

workforce is composed of the
hand ., the enterprises
are exempted from product
tax or increment valu¢ duties.

Other preferential policies
given to welfare enterprises

include priority in the supg}r
of raw materials, sales, capi

loans and technological reno-
vation. Thesc policics, says Mr
Wu, "have positively inspired
the development of the welfare
enterprises.”

Today there arc 1.59 mil-
lion handicapped people work-
ing in 42,000 welfare enter-
prises across China” Their
products range [rom rubber,
hardware, toys and cosmetics
to electronics and machine
tools. The output of these wel-
fare enterprises was valued at
30 billion yuan (more than US
85 billion) in 1990, or 6.5
timcs more than in 1986.

Most of the ts are re-
tained by the welfare enter-
prises or used to fund other
wellare projects, says Shi Hui,
an offlicial with the Beijing
Municipal Civil Industry
Corporation which is com-
posed of 17 welfare factories.

Generally, Mr Wu points
out. the handicapped in wel-
fare enterprises makes an in-
come no less than what an av-
e worker makes.

¢ central government
used to be the sole operator of
welfare enterprises. But since
1982, communities and other
collectives have been encour-
aged to run them as well
Today there are 40,000 neigh-
bourhood welfare factories as
compared with 1,000 in 1982.

All the welfare enterprises
have adapted themselves to
the economic reforms adopted
since 1985, Mr Wu says. That
is to say, they have to assume
sole responsibility for their
profits or losses rather than
turn to the government for
their economic failure, which
used to be the case.

Name for Peace

growing environment-tran-
scend national boundaries and
laws.

Interrelationship of
Ingredients

Despitg amazing progress
toward democratization during
the last two years, | billion
people still live in abject
puvcr:z and 16 million pele
are gees. We must conlront
and resolve the growing diver-
gence between the views of
developed and developing na-
tions, the North and the
South, about the role of the
United Nations.

Solving problems such as
the population explosion,
weapons proliferation, ethnic
and rivalrics, unre-
solved regional conllicts, l-r.:;:
a

peace, justice and

development for all people,
should be our priorities.

To create change and to
take advantage of relaxed cold
war tensions, a global approach

must be strengthened by the
political will of the govern-
ments and the involvement of

the NGO community. AL the
United Nations, a balance must

be struck between the inter-
ests of both small and large
states, by enhancing the role of
the Secretary-General, the
Sccretariat and the General
Assembly, as well as by revital-
izing the Security Council.

Promoting Economic and
. Social Justice

Economic and social justice
go together. For the [irst time
they seem to be within our
rcach. There is a new
paradigm for society’s under-
standing of, concern with, and
determination to improve the
human condition; as the politi-
cal will to invest in the world's
children has demonstrated.

Development must be peo-
ple-centered. Justice is  legal
and ecthical imperative; new
ethical and spiritual impera-
tives arc reqguired to focus on

human rights.
Through universalism, a
balanced approach Lo devel-

opment should begin to re-

place both the deminance of
the military-industrial complex
and the localized cancentra-
tion of economic wealth and
power in Lransnationals.
Poverty in the South and afflu-
ence in the North both result
in ecological devastation.
Power must be shared. Habits

-of greed and wastc cannot in-

hibit a world cconomy that will
grow five-fold in the next two
generations. Culting military
spending by 5 to perhaps 50
cent can lead to better
th and education for hu-
manity.

NGOs and the private sector
should ally with governments,
while holding institutions and
governments responsible for
their actions. Finally, by orga-
nizing and decentralizing
community life, NGOs can ef-
fectively aid the development
process. — UNIC Feature.,
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Target popuiation: 100,000
@ Treatable children with polic: 1,000

New Kids on the Block.
Ncw techneo

Award-winning farmer
Ploughs a Lonely Furrow

by Coleen Lowe Moma

HARARE. ZIMBABWE: Conv-
entional wisdom has it that the
more you clear your field and
the deeper you plough. the
better farmer you are. Brian
Oldrieve. a winner of Zim-
babwe's Maize Grower of the
Year Award, disagrees.

"To me, ploughing is aboul
the worst thing you can do to
the soil.” he says. "When you
plough you destroy the root
anchorage and the channels of
the rotting roots allow the
moisture to go down. Turning
the roots over destroys their
natural ability to cushion rain-
drops. hold soil in position and
aild infiltration.”

Hn_ny farmers believe that

ploughing vast quantities of dry -

matter into the soil improves
its structure. “In fact. you do
not improve the organic status
very much by incorporating it
at depth,” the Zimbabwean
farmer maintains.

"What happens in nature is
that you have organic matter
on the surface. Soil fauna, like
earthworms, take it down into
the soil and the mulch cover
cushions the impact of the
raindrop, allowing it to sink
m.ﬂ'

Oldrieve says that ploughing
is responsible for fluffing up
the soil, preparing the perfect
situation for it to be washed
away. The less farmers till the
soll, the better off they would
be.

A fervent believer in con-
servation tillage, Oldrieve
speaks with first-hand experi-
ence of both commercial and
communal -areas. He started
experimenting with conserva-
tion tillage for purely eco-
nomic reasons. Hired to man-
age the ailing Hinton Estates
in north-west Matepatepa,
Oldrieve found ft difficult to
make a go of the job because of
the poor condition of the soil.

. "Regular burning and fine
tilth cultivation had caused an
almost complete breakdown of
soil structure, leading to an
unacceptably high level of wa-
ter run off,” he recalls. "To re-
structure the soil. increase
moisture infiitration and stop
soil loss, our best hope was lo

reduce tillage and leave crop
residue on the surface as
mulch.” '

From small beginnings. 95
per cent of the crops on the
1700-hectare (4590 acre) es-
tate are now planted directly
into the minimally disturbed
mulch of the previous crop.

With Ephraim Kunaka, the
headmaster of Shopo school in
the adjoining Chiweshe com-
munal lands, Oldrieve has de-
vised conservation tillage
methods appropriate to the
small-scale farmer on the
school plot.

However, even with this
method of cropping. it is nec-
bury the seeds in the

devised for doing so.

In the case of the small-
scale farmer, Oldrieve and
Kunaka have found that this
can be achieved by digging a
small hole over the root of the

before the rains
mm rains, the seed

and fertiliser are placed in the
hole and covered. The new
crop can use the channels
created by the rotting roots of

the old plant to capture maxi-
mum moisture.

Some planting at the
Hinton Estates is in this
way. But because of the scale
involved, greater mechanisa-
tion is necessary. According to
Oldrieve. simple modifications
to the [arm's ‘machin-
ery have made it possible
use it both for distributing
buying the seed. Another
sibility is to use ‘the
tine. an implement which
the soil only where the seed
going to be planted.

Once the in
the major challenge

ie
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" small-and large-scale farmers

is how to keep it f[ree of

ng

on his own plot, weeding
a typical small-scale farm is
one of the farmers biggest
headaches. - |

Oldrieve argues, however,
that the main problem in the
nal areas is that weeds
are left until they are fu
grown, and all the work is |
to women. If weeding is done
for a few hours each . while
the weeds are still small., and
with the help of the whole
family. he has calculated, a
small field can be kepl weed-
free without much difficulty.
On a large-scale farm this is
not possible. The main solution
at Hinton has been to use
chemical herbicides — _

has led some critics to ehm;
that although conservation til-
lage: helps conserve the soil,

.there is an environmental cost

in the form of increased herbi-
cide use.

Oldrieve maintains, how-
ever, that with conservation

tillage, herbicide use gradually

decreases. But as a conserva-
tionist. Oldrieve admits that he
would rather not use herbi-
cides at all. and is working on
finding alternatives.

Nevertheless, the improved
yiclds that accrue from better
care of the soil are fve.
Kunaka says 'that both at the
school and on his farm he has
seen yields double.

From a farm that seemed
doomed, Hinton states boasts
maize yiclds of nine tonnes per
hectare (compared with the
ave commercial yield in
Zimbabwe of five tonnes per
hectare); wheat yields of 6.45
tonnes per hectare (compared
with the average commercial

id of 56 tonnes per

tare); and cotton yields of
3.400 kilograms per hectare
(compared with an average
commercial yield of 2,700
kilograms per hectare).

Al farme ;
Lotz sey

" traditional cultivation meth-

ods., Oldrieve believes
conservation til



