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'lhe Politics of Deadlines

The Federation of Bangladesh Universily
Teachers' Association (FBUTA) has issued an ul-
timatum to the government, to the eflect that, if
terror activities by various student organisations
afliliated to major political parties are not ended
by November 30, it would launch a movement.
_The statement by the umbrella organisation rep-
resenting teachers' associations ol nine universi-
ties clearly shows the gravity with which the aca-
demic community regard the current state of
dislocation and uncertainty in the education sec-
tor as a whole, and In the universities in particu-
lar. Infact, we could even suggest that such a
forthright and bold statement [rom teachers was
long overdue, and as such, is a highly encouraging
development.

However, there is, as wilh so many things at
present, one small hitch. We are a liltle worried
by the the issuance of the ultimatum, We may ask
that, since the FBUTA has given a delinite
timetable for action and a deadline for clearing
the campuses of terrorists, does the [ederation
think the problem is so easily soluble ?

It is an open secret that violence, which is one
of the methods used by various political groups to
gain physical control of the halls of residence in
particular has been used for years now. and be-
come virtually an integral part of body politic of
the campus. This is the brutal realily, and it has
developed over the years, nol months, The
teaching community, for reasons known best to
themselves, failed to use their unquestioned
moral authority over all these years to put an end
to the process ol degeneration which has finally
led to the virtual institutionalisation of muscle-
power as part of the campus political scene.

We may hold the larger political parties re-
sponsible for bringing this situation about; we
may hold the government responsible [or failing
to discharge its duties by allowing law and order
to collapse on the campuses: but we may also
hold the universily authorities, including the Vice
Chancellors and the teachers [or [ailing in their
duties. After all, it is academic community which
should have been the [irst to act against this pro-
CesS. :

We share with the teachers the position that #t
is the government which must bring the law and
order situation under control. belore political
parties can, if they are sincere enough. disengage
their thugs. But it seems the politics of dead-
line has gripped the FBUTA as well. They know it
as well as we do that things will not change in
two weeks simply because somebody issues an
ultimatum. Furthermore, it is a little ballling to
understand what is meant by "movement”. Dhaka
University teachers are already, on sirike, what
would they do from Dec. 1 ? And will the positive
impact of the movement, assuming it involves

strike actions in other universities, be greater |i.
e. with longer-terrn benelits, than the damage

that will inevitably be inflicted on the education
of students through loss of classes and worsening
of the current logjam in sessions?

If the teachers are convinced that a movement
would bring the government and the opposition
lo their senses, then we wish them luck. But at
the same time, we would strongly urge them to
ponder over the consequences of issuing
ultimatums in situations as delicate and uncertain
as these. The situation is desperate, we agree, but
we need cool heads to deal with it, not desperate
actions and heddline- catching ultimatums.

Benazir's Worry

The leader of the opposition in Pakistan's par-
liament, Benazir Bhutto, issued a warning last
Saturday that the Kashmir issue could lead to a
war between Islamabad and New Delhi, through
an agency report carried by this and other papers
yesterday. Although we cannot take the statement
of a politician not in government as seriously as
those issued by government leaders, such
warnings can hardly be dismissed as mere.scare-
mongering either. Benazir Bhutto is well-aware of
the responsible position she holds as the voice of
Pakistan's opposition, and therefore, we may ex-
pect her to weigh her words carefully,” lest they
expose her an alarmist whose perceptions of
events could not be relied upon with any surety.

When one watches the level of insurgency going
on in the state of Jammu and Kashmir, the
prospect of a face-off between India and Pakistan
can never be ruled out. The Kashmir issue has
never a straight-forward one. and since the
- emergence of two distinct anti-Delhi strands in
- the valley, i. e. one favouring independence and
the other looking for union with Pakistan, it has
become even more complex. However, recent
statements by the Indian Defence Minister,
Sharad Pawar, has tended to downplay fears of
war. Despite evident Indiah frustrations with the
insurgency and the security forces' apparent in-

ability to control it, recent pronouncements from

New Delhi have not been‘fiery enough to suggest
that the psychological ground preparation neces-
ﬁajl’ur war have begun. That is the good news,

ile tension between the two traditional rivals
may be high enough for Bhutto to become con-
cermed, we still believe the leaders of both India
and Pakistan are shrewd enough tp realise ‘that a
war would be irr no'one's interest. ‘A war would
not solve the Kashmir problem to begin with, be-
cause that issue can only be resolved by the
 people of Kashmir themselves; just as important,
a war this time would inflict enough.damage on
both cnuntr;ou to retard their economic
development for years. Finally, it would wreck
.moves to forge closer lies among countries of the
sub-continent.

of manufactured
scrvices must be
industrialisation on which
industrial competitiveness in
lht export markel can be
established. Dut such
domestic demand can
only originate in the fArst
instance within the ure
scctor. Millions -0 hl‘hly
productive farmers
the prime seurce of IH
demand for manufactured
products. But such farmers are
too few and would remain so
until and uniess the
constraints are ecliminated.
Absentee ownership and
share-cropping will always
counter growth of agriculture
production. Agrarian reform
and industrialisation are
deeply intertwined.

Labour intensive footloose
industrics where the local con-
tent consist of culting and
stitching of imported [abrics
or driving screws to put to-
gcther electronic products can
create employment on a large
scale but without any meaning-
ful technology transfer.
However, in the [ace of stifl
competition to attract such
screw driving industries (or
glorified tailoring shops) by
very many low income coun-
trics, prospects seem to be
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such a manner that there are
strong backward linkages, so
that togethcr with garment in-
dustrics, local spinning of
the yarns inte

textiles and then [inishing
them into ready-to-use fabrics
the garment industry are

so0 brought about. Likewise,

sciting up of electronics
assembly pllnll should
inevitably lead to progressive
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. lee-cream (aclorics

and sofl drink plants are well

and but should be fol-

by the use of local milk

or the boitles for the soft

drinks must be locally manu-
factused.

There is no substitule to
the conscious efforts at sclec-
tive import substitution that do
nol impair free and [air com-

, ind

Reform and Industrialis

exporli markets. Scrow
industries are not Lhe
of Korean industrialisation.

Lack of Demand

The main difficulty in the
promotion of such chains of
numerous industMes, f[rom
spinning to garments or from
stcel to fabricated equipment
where the tech becomes

us and manufactured
s and scrvices are com-
petitive in the world market,
is lack of cflective demand
within the country. It Is nei-

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

petitfion. The high growth
economies of East and South-
east Asia have steadfastly fol-
lowed the local content rule.
Manulacturcrs are encou

to assemble cars and televi-
sions but gradually compo-

nents have been manu-
factured thercby steadily re-
du the import content of
manulactured exports in par-
ticular to enly 10 to 20 per
cent of the exporf value. The
large garments and leather
goods industries in ASEAN and

East-Asia are of 100 per cent
domestic origin. Republic of
Korea had boldly gone ahcad
with heavy industries and from
manufacture of steel 1o heavy
metal works as well as ship
building which constitute a

significant sharc of total indus-
trial output heavily grared to

ther the investment nor the
technology or liberal incen-
tives which are constraints no
doubt, but not too difficult to
overcome. Dut. unless the do-
mestic demand for shirts and
trousers, power tillers, motor
cycles or television sets are
fairly widespread so that sev-
cral large scalc factories are
ncecessary, competitive pricing
would not prevafl and export
capabilities cannotl develop.

let me explain the propo-
sition through a concrete ex-
ample: The demand for fabrics
by the garment industry is
large enough to support sev-
cral large composite textile
plants. lowever, the size of
the domestic market for such
fabrics is extremely limited,
Only on export demand, com-
petition is too severc for a

s demand base for
texti should the
possibilities of the reemer-
gence of golden as the
textile centre of t world.
The lost glories of ‘muslin’
from Bengal or the Dhaka

‘malmal’ — lost for the last few
centuries — can be revived.

Basic Precondition

Growth of the Iture
sector which generates the
desired scalcs ol demand for
manufactured s and ser-
vices is there
precondition for industrialisa-
tion. Not only sell luflk:il:ncy
in rice, but in fruits,
bics, edible ofl, fish, milk nn:l
meat, must there be in abun-
dance for all at reasonable
prices. There is a tremendous

atlon
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Mounting Discontent in the Last Shangn la

A. J. Singh writes from Ladakh (India)

ICKNAMED moonland,
N little Tibet or the last

Shangri-la by Western
tourists, India’'s most remote
border region, Ladakh, is
scething with sectarian and
political tensions which seem
likely to burst out in the open

at any time.

Until two years
Ladakhn 135000 po lltinn
even split Eulwccn

“Uddhiltl and Shia Muslims,
hadco-existed peacefully, free
of the sectarian politics that
plague the nieghbouring
Kashmir valley.

But in July 1989, vio-
lence erupted in Leh, the re-
gion's capital. To control it the
army was called in and a cur-
few clamped on the town.
Though calm returned soon
afterwards, the divide between
the two communities has con-
tinued to widen ever since.

Buddhists have
shunned Muslims in Leh since
the 1989 clashes. Inter-com-
munity marriages, which had
been common for centuries,
have come to an end.
Buddhists refuse to buy goods
from shops owned by Muslims
or conduct any business with
them.

No Buddhists taxi driver will
take passengers to a hotel
owned by a Muslim. And
Muslim taxi drivers, fearing
that their vehicles will be
stoned by monks or laymen,
rcfusc o take tourists to
Buddhists monastcries.

Dolma. 30, a Buddhists who
mparricd a local Muslim hotel
owner 12 years ago, sighs
when she speaks of the con-
flict : "My parents have closed
their doors on me and my hus-
band.” she says. "It's awful.”

The rise of sectarianism in
Ladakh — particularly worrying
to New Delhi because of the
rcgion’'s strategic location on
the Chinese and Pakistani bor-
ders ,— is thought to owe its
origins to Ladakh resentment
against Sunni Muslim settlers
from Kashmir.

Kashmiri Muslims now oc-
cupy most key bureacratic po-
sitions in Ladakh. And
Buddhists activists complain
that Ladakh does not get its
fair share of financing from
Jammu and Kashmir, the

Muslim-dominated state to
which it belongs, despite the
region's relative poverty.

Ram Singh, a building con-

‘or centuries,

Buddhist leaders are calli
state of Jammu and Kashmir. The co

{fuslims and Buddhists
northernmost region. Now sectarian strife plagues the

ng on New Delhi to Iet them secede
nflict is pamcular,;y

ave lived together

aceju

y in
rren highland mg;on,

from the Muslim-dominated
xing to the Indian government,

ndak ﬂ-l‘ll

gecauu Ladakh is strategically Iucufed next to two of its traditional rivals, China and

tractor who has lived in Lch
for almost two dccades, says :
"The Buddhists [eel threatened
by the Sunni Muslims of the
(Kashmir) valley who continue
to call all the shots in Ladkah.”

Cultural difference between

Ladakhis and the Sunnf
Muslim trades from Kashmir
have deepened the sectarian
divide.

Ladakhis work primarily in
subsistence ulture cen-
tred around the monastcry,

while Kashmiris dominate the
tourist trade and hold down
most government rural-devel-
opment jobs in the region.

Ladakh covers 58,321 square
kilometres of territory, larger
arca than the Kashmir vallcy
and Jammu put together.

A high- nluh = platcau be-
tween 3,000 to 4,000 metres
above sea level, Ladakh is a
barren, virt rainless area.
The region owes its dry cli-
mate to the Himalaya moun-
tains which block rain-filled
clouds from the south.

The part of Ladakh which
borders Tibet is called moon-
land because of its barren,
grey-brown terrain, inter-

o

secied only by the occasional
glacier-fed river.

Since 1988, Ladakh has been
divided into two administrative
districts representing distinct

ic and religious zones.
Kargil, the smaller of the two
zones, is inhabited primarily by
Shia Muslims, while Leh is
dominated by Buddhists.

Thupsten Chhewang, 45,
president of the Ladakh
Buddhists Association, says the
recent administrative split of
Ladakh is partly to blame for
the the chasm between local
Buddhists and Muslims.

The two new division, he
adds, are the outcome of
"machinations’ by leaders such
as Farrowq Abdullah, former
chiefl minister of Jammu and
Kashmir : "They carved out a
scparate Kargil district from
Ladakh to divide' the pcople of
onc rcgion.”

Anti-Kashmiri sentiment is
Lhuu%x t to have prompted

ists to call on New Delhi
in 1989 to‘carvce Ladakh out of
Jammu and Kashmir state and
grant it Union Territnry or
"UT"-status.
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Such status would wr:ahen
Ladakh's dependence on the
Muslim-dominated state of
which it is now a part by pro-
viding the region with direct
financing [rom New Delhi.

Ladakhi Buddhists have also
demanded inclusion among
India's constitutionally-pro-
tected list of tribes, a move
that would guarantee them a
certain number of public ser-

New Delhi has accepted and
implemented the 'demand for
Buddhists inclusion on the
tribal list, but not the demand
for outright secession [rom
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Ladakh Buddhists associ-
ation, which spcarheaded the
"UT" status” movement in
1989, suspended its demands
on June 10, 1990, following an
agreement it struck with the
federal am:l .Kashmir govern-

| |
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. ments.

The agreement provided for
the formation of an
"Autonomous District Council,”
an administrative unit within
the state, rather than outright
sccession from the state and
direct finahcing from the cen-
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Polities and courts
Sir, Aflter vitiating the at-
mosphere educa campus

politics is now heading to-
wards the court compound

Bangladesh. The elite of courts ,

are apparently showing much
interest in welcomi '‘active’
politics to them. Inn!evdopd
countries, few people 'practise’

politics, here in Bangladesh,
cvcryhud{ aspires for ft,

of th: do under-
s real pul!tic:l or not, and
foresee its effect or conse-
quences thereof.

Politics is a subject which
has its separate where it
should be practised. It is

Letters for publication in these columns should be
uddmuadtotheﬂuarandleglblywnmﬂnrwd
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

However, all communica-

deal, who knows one day
armed-fighting would not
erupt to do away with that too.
I express my apprehension
becausé¢ we are familiar more
with the nasty side of the
'politics’. Supreme Court Bar
ncil s therefore ruquutnd
to kindly keep a vigil on it,
that the matter remains wlthm
control.

F.M.A Matin

. Mirpur, Dhaka.

CrlnkatandB'IV

Sir, In India, many interest-
ing cricket matches or
serieses often take place
which their television 'Dur
Darshan' telecasts live, We are
deprived of it. Because BTV
remains sflent about this kind
of matter. But India is our’
closest neighbour and BTV can
telecast the important
matches very casily at a low

cost to the great pleasure of
cricket fans.

So, for the sake of their
popularity too, BTV can con-
sider our request, we hope.

Mirza Mamun Sadat
Ashfaqur Rahman
Dhalea

L

Peace conference and
Israel

Sir, As we expected peace
conference initiated by USA
and USSR in Madrid with sup-
E::l of some Arab countries

failed to deliver any solu-
tion to the Mid-East problems

especially the Pnlc:tlninn is-
sue.

It is a matter of great puzzl:
that still some of our lcadr:r:
thinkers and intellectuals be-
lieve that the Palestinian
problem can be solved through
negotiation, direct talks etc.
| » NO one can deny or ig-
nore the importance of a dia-
logue, but Isreal with full sup-

of America from the very

ng of its existence is an
exception. The history of her
terrorfsm, violation of human

rights and t of all, its
tendency to establish Zionist
idevlogy. are clear evidences

memmlﬂf

di.nlnguc is mnlnglcu

I don't understand why
. Musltms become so forgetful
about those who played the key
role: creating the Jewish
state which rendered thou-
sands of Palestinfans homeless
and vagrant. They were very
effectively America and Britain
. So a peace move by them
should be examined unclu:r mi-
croscope.

In this context | would like
to draw the attention to all
Muslim brothers and sisters
that a lasting peace only can be
achieved only by unique unifi-
cation of all of them all over
the world. Muslims are not
only Arabs, the order includes
non-Arabs too. Islam is based
on brotherhood and equality
for all and not on any national-
ism such as the one — Arab
nationalism -—conceptualized
by late President Nasser of
Egypt also toward seeking a
solution to this problem. And
as once late Imam Khomeini

(R) said, "If all Muslims ra
lass of water each, it will be
and des Isreal.” this
is a fact we should discover the
great strength.
Syed Rahim Ashnakhah

taken to make the

tral rmment.

But shortly after the accord,
political turmoil rocked the
,Bovernment of Jammu and
"Kashmir and the entire state
was pul under direct rule by
New Delhi. The deal for
administrative autonomy
within Jammu and Kashmir
could no longer be
implemented.

Further complicating the sit-
uation, Muslims in the Kargil
district — the newly-formed
administrative district of
Ladakh where Muslims out-
number Buddhists — refused to
endorse the demands of the

Keeping this in mind,
Buddhist activists decided that
as ol November, 1991. they
would renew their agitation to
leave the state. Henceforth,
however, Buddhists would de-
mand Union Territory status
only for Leh district, where
they remain a majority.

Chhewang says : raw
deal given to Ladakhis in Leh
by New Dehl is forcing us to

Market Economy and '
Bureaucracy

We are supposed to have
adopted a policy of market
economy, but no effective mea-
sures whatsoever have yet been
market
economy work. In any indus-

trial or commercial activity,

time is of supreme impor-
tance, becaude time means
productivity and, therefore,
money; but our present bu-
rcaucratic and ministrative
systems attach the least im-
portance to the value of time.

Weeks, months and often years
clapse before a final decision is
taken on even small matters
which can be casily disposed of
in days, weeks and months.

| This is s0o because the deci-

sion-making is highly:- cen-
tralised, resulting in nobody
taking any decision, thereb
causing endless delays at all
levels and at every step.

The fault in our present sys-
tem lies not so much on the
bureaucrats as such as it docs
on the system itsell. If our
market economy were to work
as effectively as it should, deci-

sion-making should be‘decen-
tralised and all concerned
made accountable for their ac-
tions. Equally, it is also the
lack of trust al all levels which
makes decision-making so
cumbersome and dilatory by
way of resorting to voluminous
and timc-consuming notings
on files. Wherever possible,
decisions should be taken on
the spot by personal discus-
sions bclween the officials
concerned.

Il my own experience is any
guide, 1 very much doubt
whether our present market
economy policy will go very far
in bringing about any im-
provement in productivity in

| our industrial and commereial

seciors. Some years ago, |
worked as a member of a for-
eign consultancy team for the
implementation of a £22 mil-
lilon aid project.
lack of any isions on policy
méllers but primarily due to
what can be termed as clerical
and procedural delays, we had
to waste about £1 million of

rlmknlﬂmr

Not for the -

the aid before we could
make the project take off the
ground. Somctime aflter my

rctirement, my former cm-
ployers, & multi-national group

of companies, requested me to
assisl one of their subsidiary
companies which has world-

wide opcrations to open a

garments buying office in
Dhaka. | myscll completed the
prescribed application form,
clearly stating therein that,

other than buying garments,

the company shall not
in any industrial, conu
or ariy other activitics; thh -
ery single penny spent here
the company on expatriates,
local cmployees, rent, rales,
transport, etc. will be remitted
by the company from abroad;
that during the first year of its
opcrations the company ex-
pected to’ buy ts worth
over US 8§ 1 millinn, and that

the com was hopcl'ul nl'
being nhgun

tions here lhr:: tu fourﬁ;ld
during the next 2/3 yea
Running fmrn;ﬂll.r to p-u-t.
months to ob-
tain the required permission.
Three Directors of the com-
pany camg to Dhaka from Hong
Kong to formally inaugurate
their buying office here, They
told me, to my great shame,
that they took barely a few
hours Lo opcn a similar buying
office in Hong Kong and only a
day each in Thiland, Korea,
Singapore and Tatwan.

In order (o develop owur
economy like those in many
fast-developing countries In
the East, what we urgently
need is an immediate and a
thorough overhaul in our exist-
ing colonial type bureaucratic
and administrative systems,
decentralisation of decision-
making and the lhulll.hn of
hundreds of u
trols and regulations Ihﬂh
militate against the 'rnvth

cconomy. |
A. Qayyum

Ex-president
Metropoluan Chamber of Hll-
erce and Industry




