Dhaka, Sunday, November 17, 1991
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Rehabilitate Slum
Dwellers

ain dealt with our slum
dwellers as we usually do —evicting them from
where they live, without any notice or a chance to
for the demolition so that they could save
whatever little they d. The demolishing
of the few slums has once again brought to the
centre-stage a problem that we have been
deliberately keeping in the sidelines. We knew
that slums were sErln?uu up everywhere, t
over every speck o hampt n:llt lnn&:l lnd
spreading over onto the ewa and roa
corners. Seeing all this, knowi the con-
uences of all this to the health of the city, we
never as to how we will tackle the

as and when we decide to.

- According to recent findings there are about
1,125 slums in the greater Dhaka area, providing
shelter — if only of sorts — to nearly one
of the population of the city. These people are
not in these slums because they preler the
of the city to their abodes in the villages.
are here as a result of the acute poverty in
the rural areas, absence of any employment
opportunity and also because they have been
rendered destitute flood; lone and river
erosion. In one word, these slum dwellers are
victims — of nature or of the economic forces —
and when we evict them one fine morning
without the least bit concern as to what will be-
come of them, we are actually victimising the vic-
tim, all over again. -
Most often we think of the slum dwellers as
burden on the city., We think of them as
ical elements and associate all negative
elements and vices with them, such as crime,
itution, extortion etc. We [ail to grasp the
act that the informal sector, that keeps the city
fumﬁunn&etn totally run by those who live in the
slums. T for example, the rickshaw — and
there are more than 1 lakh of them — without
which urban transportation for the middle and
the lower middle class would come to a stand
still, is totally manned by them. Rickshaws
provide employment to more that 2.5 lakh
people, who In turn feed their families that
ave 6 members. And all of them live in the
slums. In addition the city garbage collectors, do-
mestic servants, street cleaners, low skilled me-
chanical workers, street vendors, daily wage
workers, etc. all live in the slums providing valu-
able services for the urban dwellers.

The problems of the slums are not unique to
Dhaka. Most of the metropolitan centres of Asia
have e numbers of urban slums. However we
in adesh have had some very successful
examples of slum improvement programmes,
which needs to be replicated. Mention may be
made of one that has been implemented by the
Local Government Engineering Bureau. Funded by
UNICEF, improvement programmes have been
implemented in 62 slums in 16 urban locations.
This p ¢ has resulted into better health,
higher education, greater income generation
leading to a better life for these destitute
people.

While we know that slums cannot be allowed to
exist that right in the heart of the city, we
cannot also force these people into being total
destitutes. Before the government's demolition
squad tears down the next slum, let us plan a
little ahead. and see what can be done to relocate
and rehabilitate them. it

The Great Moulana

The nation today observes the filteenth death
anniversary of Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani. This ancient nation hasn't quite seen
the like of him either as a Moulana or as a leader
of men. The founding father of two of the great

litical parties of Pakistan, Awami League and

ational Awami Party, which played pivotal roles
in the democratic struggle within that monstros-
ity of a state and were ultimately instrumental in
the emergence of sovereign Bangladesh, could
very well be called the Red Moulana because of
his lie-long espousal of the cause of the under-
dog. But he was much more to the ple of this
n comprising the active eastern part of the
subcontinent and not only Bangladesh than that
epithet alone would mean.

The great things we owe to the great Moulana.
His was the first voice raised in dissent in an im-
possibly fascistic situation shot through and
through with unreaso communal frenzy. This
was no isolated event of protest against irrational
and unhealthful social and political goings-on.

t was his life and came in an idea of care-
fully orchestrated political denouncement lea
to social and economic emancipation of the broa
masses most of whom were the farmers and
weavers — all so very close to his heart and life.
His second t contribution, as such, natu
had to be the h of the politics of daal-bhat
as against the tidal strength of the time of a sec-

tarian, narrow, communal and theocracy-based

. He eflected a sea-change in the tem
m first lntroducmgnagnd then thmﬁ
sheer force of a relentless missionary preaching
the concept of onno-bastra, shikkha, shasthya,

basosthan — food-and-clothing, education, health
and shelter — as the very base of political activity.

Moulana Bhashani's third Freat work relates
directly to the genesis of Bangladesh. He was the
first to bid good-bye to Pakistan Fﬂllllﬂﬂl]}* and
publlc‘:}' at the great Kagmari cultural confer-
ence 1957. Two years after that he initiated
the anti-Ayub gono obbhulthan movement to ma-
terialise that good-bye into effective action.
Shcr—c-Batlh a bulilder
together wi oulavi Fazlul Huq and Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy he brought about the ll!t‘gal
burial of the arch-rtacunnarzl Muslim League,
counted bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
more than own son although on not many an
occasion they saw eye to eye politically.
- As with all epic creations inclu epic lives —
this supremely cnuraﬁenus man, given wholly to
the eollgcthrt weal of his people and a life of self-
denial rivalling Gandhi's, also underwent a pro-
cess of furling in his closing days. It is 1bolic
of the tragico-ironic elements of uurs?:il':—uri-
ented po that among the pall-bearers of his
fifteen-year-old memory there are more that

have | away from Bhashani's politics and less,
ch?(ﬂc :‘Y those who have distinguished
as leading their lives for the society

and have not debased th lves
e R emse by running after
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Take literacy rates. They

irit?

for truc poverty.

in any case, when we look
at the rales of Alrica.
Latn America, Lhe Middle East
and much of Eastern Europe,
those arcas have a dimmer
record than Asta.

Further education seems 1o

}
|
|

much university educa-

tion seems lo leave the stu-
dents very poor in spiril, vent-
ing their misery on the sireets.
Can it be that these noisy
teenagers, who figure so large
on our lelevision news
screens, have been pushed be-
yond their level of competence

a kind of "Peter's Principle”

well, at least this one doesn re extraordinarily high in in the hallowed halls of
Now, Alrica is a different mat- Kong Taiwan, Sri Lanka, academe? How come the
ter : In s0 many countries the Philippines, Singapore and dream of qualifications
there are chaos and dirt and poorest of villages Japan, and lowest in the great  and fal jobs lums o ashes and
despatr galore, with harsh arc of South Asia alon Molotov eocktafls?
:rhnnlntlhm'uhﬂu — how on Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Some societies still make a
over their laces. In many emile, and Bhutan and Bangladesh. The virtue of lum? o
parts of Latin America, too. and mount primary school enroliment fig- poverty. The Hindu sadhu
So let us have a fresh look  tivals on ures maich this spiit, too. wears rags, the Buddhist monk
at poverty. Just what is it? The Go even But what are Sri Lanka and has the minimum wardrobe
poets and gos have sung find the same the Philippines doing in the and begs his diurnal diet. But
about the subject ofien. The  happy sl high-literacy lists? arc the pursuil of poverty among
Christian Saint Mark : “Ye have  miserabie supposed to be “poorer” than the earlier Christians, with
the poor always with you" —  New York, the swinging Sinoids of Japan, their and cave-
meaning that you should sue-  Harlems and Hell on a uniform standard? How Singapore, Hong Kong and . dwellers, has [aded —
cour them. Hebrew writers in Emerson, mmﬁmhu-mm Tatwan. So mere reading skill Christian monks nuns may
Deuteronomy : “For the poor mood, wrote is it des . how much fresh does not help us in our scarch  yye . but most dwell in
.
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N July 10, this year she
was awarded the
Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought by the
ropean parliament and she
became the first recipient of
this prestigious prize from
Asia. Barely less than one

Order Restoration Committee
(SLORC), the brute Military
Junta of Burma. So she
was o the dar her
become a houschold name
across the continents by her
own right. She is Aung San Suu

Kyi, a small and lean and thin
daughter of Burma.
From the Suu WS

phenomenon, and the world
nations seem to have awak-
ened [rom deep slumber and
have been forced to turn their
eyes to the happenings in
Burma. This has demon-
strated by the mild-natured
Secretary General of the
United Nations with his even
milder request to the SLORC
leadership to set Suu Kyl free.
The President of Poland Mr.
Walesa and British Prime
Minister John Major report-
edly asked their ambassadors
to convey personally their con-
gratulations to Suu Kyl. But the
SLORC leadership did not even
bother to consider their re-
quest to meet Suu let alone
disclose them where she was

K

1.

and how she was doing. In
Human Rights Commission was

her whereabouts disclosed. It
is being suspected that she has
been moved away from her
residence to an undisclosed
destination for confinement.
Since all attempts at
estab contact with
her has rudely been turned
down by the military junta it is
apprehended all over the
world that she might efther be
seriously ill or she is already
dead | The apprehension is not
unfounded since twice before
her arrest the Junta's men

Stark Violation of H

by Ahmad Mujtahid

neighbours, our neighbours
when they have their turn
t as well decide their for-
po to suit their needs.
We must in mind that for-
policy refllects
Government’s character.

the ruling party on the hap-
penings of Burma and on the
unlawful confinement of Suu
Kyl has naturally started cast-
ing doubt as to whether it at all
has any respect for the people

jfament Sheikh Hasina at

t had the courtesy to con-
gratulate Suu Kyi aflter she won
the Nobel Prize and demanded
her release. By doing this,
however, she has made
amends of her failure to de-
mand the same for Suu Kyl be-
fore she won the Nobel.
Recently she again demanded
her release and appealed Lo
the world commitlee to put
pressure on SLORC. But she
too [ailed to take up the fssue
in the parllament.

The role of other political

started
seriou

! a little
aflter she been
the Prize.

In an earlier article in this
page this writer warned that
the SLORC wants to gradually
kill Suu in her solitary con-
finement and urged our politi-
cal parties and intellectuals to

what was
in Burma, to demand re-
lease of Suu and to appeal to
the world community to save
the life of Suu Kyi. Now the
international community has
become concerned about her
saflety. There is even rising
suspicion that she is already

From the day Suu Kyi was awardeéd the Nobel Peace Prize for 1991 she has become a phenomenon, and the
world nations seem to have awakened from deep slumber and have been forced to turn their eyes to the
happenings in Burma ....... Now the international community has become concerned about her safety. There
is even rising suspicion that she is already dead !

tried t kill her. While she was
cam ing in Danubyu on
April 5, this year, an army
captain six soldiers to
load and aim their rifles at
her but she was lucky and an

army Major stepped forward.

and countermanded the order
and thereby prevented the
assassination.

When the democratic world
opinion is awake to the reali-
ties of Burma, Bangladesh for
some mysterious and inexpli-
cable reasons is yet to officially
speak a word on the happen-
ings in Burma, against the con-
finement ol Suu Kyi, against
the inhuman atrocities meted
out to the 'Rohingyas’. | am not
sure if our foreign policy to-
wards the neighbours is in any
way influenced by any friendly
country/countries  having
closer relations both with
Dhaka and Rangoon. If our
friends continue to influence
owr foreign policy towards our

who are fighting for a demo-
cratic government and demo-
cratic transformation of their
country. If we claim that ours
is a democratic government it
is incumbent upon us to prove
that we do mean it. by extend-
ing lli:lrp rt towards those who
are ',Etjjng for democracy,
human rights, freedom from
fear and self dignity. Tall
claims and complacent atti-
tudes about democracy is
mecaningless if not demon-
strated by matching foreign
policy especially towards those
nearer home. It is sad that
BNP even failed to issue a
courtesy statement congratu-
lating Suu Xyi on her winning
the Sakharov Prize and the
Nobel Prize.

In these respects the role
of Awami e, may be be-
cause of their in the op-
position, is rather better. The
Chief of Awami and the
leader of the opposition in the

partics (National Awami Party,
Five-Party, CBP, Ganatantri
Dal), with regard to the hap-
penings in Burma, role of
SLORC is just deplorable if one

compares their role on similar .

issues Iin the by-gone years
anywhere in the world. Our
women organisations, intellec-
tuals and the students seem to
be too busy in 'nation building’
activities to have any time to
spare on the 'insignificant is-
sues' of Burma — repression of
the SLORC on the unarmed
Burmese population, the stu-
dents and the ethnic minori-
ties. But we have no dearth of
energy to debate in the politi-
cal circles, in private meet-
ings, in the national datlies,
such issues as ika and
glasnost, abortive coup against
Gorbachev etc. They have deep
interests in the happening for
far away countries than the one
nearer home. Happily for us,
however, our print media have

dcad | We do not know,
Decause the SLORC has moved
her to an undisclosed place
and nobody is allowed to con-
tact her.

The Nobel laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi is the general sec-
retary of the National
for Democracy but she is not
even a member of the Pyithu
Hluttaw (National Assembly) as
she was arrested before the
election and was denied the
right to participate in the elec-
tion of May 1990. Why then
the SLORC is afraid to release
her ?

Our Foreign Minister plans
to visit Rangoon on Nov 2] to
discuss the '‘Rohingya’ issue.
Rohingya s one of the
Burmese ethnic minority
communities, like 'Karen', who
are consistently being perse-
cuted by the military rulers of
Burma. As a result, thousands
of 'Rohingyas’ have crossed
into . This is defi-

man Rights

-hnull_hhhnlpvlhﬁ-
authorities in Rangoon with all

L

However, the r-==
Ministry may like to
that the solution teo

|

national interest we cannot
remain a silent observer to

what is happening in Burma.

government of
Bangladesh as it will not be
conscien able to absolve
itself of the blame for failing to
take any diplomatic move to
save her life as a close neigh-
bour of Burma with whom we
claim to have historical and
friendly relations.

HOUGH his cousin died

in a rocket attack 19

months . lorry driver
Khan Shirin ;ﬂ n:l;rewr come
face to face with the civil war
the has flattened much of
Alghanistan. :

Hauling lumber north of
Kabul one morning in
September, Shirin ran into
firefight between rebel and
government forces on the ar-
terial Salang Highway. He
veered to avoid the volleys of
bullets but one caught him in
the leg, shattering his left
shin.

Now recovering in the Red
Cross hospital in Kabul with
150 other paraplegics, am-
putees other victims, Shirin is
pessimistic about peace
prospects.

"Both sides are killing each
other's so there is not only war
now but also revenge,” says
ﬂnﬂnm still has a lot
guns, will keep usi
them until they n,!

Indeed, although Moscow
and Washington have finally
agreed to stop arming the
combatants in the civil
war, there is little promise
that the 12-year-old conflict

few patients believe

Sir, As per government rule
a government servant has to
proceed on leave pre
to retirement (LPR) at least
one day before he attains the
fifty-seventh year of his ;
Durin;thcpﬂlndul'l.l’.tr

and

3
2

section 7 of thm-l.
"Public Servants Retirement
Act, 1974.°

But to the utter disap-
pointment and dismay of a

#ood many retired government

Afghanistan : War without End

will end soon.

At least one million
Afghans, or one-fifth of the
population, have already died
in the war. And whether for
war or ve , the two
sides could mm fighting
for at least two years beyond
the January 1 arms cut-off,
consuming the mountains of
weapons they stockpiled in the
last decade.

The United States recently
rewarded Mujahidin participa-
tion in the Gulf War with a
batch of captured Iraqi
weapons — Soviet T-62 tanks,
anti-aircraft cannon and heavy
artillery guns. Meanwhile,
Moscow has stepped up fits
weapons flights to Kabul to re-
inforce nt caches.

At the Red Cross hospital,
can-

do more than hope the fight-
ing will end in January.
Mohammed Ghaus' stomach
is wrapped in bandages. A
- nurse says he arrived three
months ago, near death after a
shell exploded as he walked to

[
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Department the pension appli-
cations have been sent back to

Education Directorate by the

Ministry of Education vide let-

. ter No. Sec. XIV/7-24/91/261-

Edn. dated 17.07.91 and letter
No. Sec. XIV/7-18/91/204-
Edn. dated 14.9.901 with the
remarks that accordi to

:?the

"relevant section” (7?)

Public Servants Retirement
:L.. li?&:heu is no for

ing period of to
the qualifying service of a re-
tired government servant in
the matter of grant of pension
and gratuity.

. In this connection I would
like to draw the attention of
the Ministry of Education to its
letter No. . 4/2-1/88/339-
Edn. dated 20.3.88 addressed
to the Director-General,

l_tnfll'.lll of the u;:nln

Although Moscow and Washington have

finally agreed to

stop arming the

combatants in the Afghan civil war, there is
little promise that the 12-year-old conflict
will end soon, says Steve Le Vine of IPS

from Kabul.

the mosque. .

"I'll be happy if the war
ends,” Ghaus says of the su-
pe cut-offl. "But | don't
know {f it will. I don't know if
our local Mujahidin comman-
der will order fighting to be
stopped.”

With winter these doubts
intensily the anxieties of
Kabul's two million people.

Before the 1978 Marxist
revolution, the city earned
US$40 to 50 million a year
from flocks of young tourists
from Europe and another
US$125 million in remittances
from Afghans working over-
scas. '

Now, 13 years after the cap-
ital was isolated from the out-

Secondary and Higher
Education, Dhaka, in which it

-was stated that as per section

7 . of Public Servants
Retirement Act, 1974, and
rule 292 of BSR. Volume 1 the
leave preparatory to retire-
ment is countable as qualifying
service towards pension. The
letter further asked to take
necessary action in the matter.

Consequently, the Education
Directorate, Dhaka, endorsed

the letter of the Ministry of -

Education to all its subordinate
offices for information and
guidance vide its letter No.
8220/1500/G.A. dated 7.4.88.
A large number of employees
of the Education Department

side world, there is no respite
from a daily round of hunger,
violence and claustrophobic
frustration,

Winter is always a time of
shortages and sub-zero tem-
peratures in Kabul, a central
Asian crossroads where
Stalinesque buildings stand
among traditional mud houses,
engraved archways and blue
domes. But now, with food and
fuel from Moscow dwindling,
talk in Kabul centres on fear of
the most Spartan winter ever.

Food is short in the bazaar,

trol rare and the prices of

oth soaring. Soldiers are
running a black-market in fuel
at triple the price charged just
two months ago.

failed to understand clearly the
provision of section 7 of Public
Servants Retirement Act, 1974
II.I::I have, therefore, returned
the pension s of nearl

twelve or t}ﬂr;;r;p:rmﬂr:d unsl'l’l:‘-IIr
cers of the Education

Department.

| would, therefore, request
the Ministry of Education to
shun negative attitude in the
matter of interpretation of
pension rules and adopt altru-
istic measure in respect of

sonnel without ca

~ held

"If we camwsurvive this win-

ter, we will survive forever,”
says a shopper in the Mondace
bazaar :

The shortages have pro-
voked the most open criticism
against the Soviet-backed gov-
ernment. But the pessimism
runs even deeper, anchored in

a repression that is both gov-
ernment-imposed, and an

unavoidable consequence of
the war,

At the notorious Pul-i-
Charki prison, it is matter of
conjecture how much
President Najibullah has cur-
tailed torture and confinement
without charges. International
human rights observers are
still barred from spading to an
estimated 3,500 prisoners
by the state security po-
lice.

Three months ago,
Najibullah closed the fort-
nightly ine Freedom and
jailed 1its publisher. The
magazine had dared to print
comments by radical
Mujahidin leader, Gulbadin

Sir, At long last Bangladesh
has made it to Guinness Book.

No guess, it is in the di line
of physiology — the Tallest
on !

While the ave height of
Bangalees is a little over five
feet, this gifted towering
physique measures above 8
feet (4th tallest on record) and
is growing. This outstanding
height overshadows the

Bangladeshis’ image of the

MWMH be more inter-

esting than a -hylcrlpl:llf
human structure that stuns

eyes and storms all brains and

has always been a serfous sub-
t in medical science? This
yper-growth gains und
into novel approacheés to

Hekmatyar,
Some of the feeling of re-
pression, though, is an

inevitable result of con-
fined to the capital by the vio-
lence just outside. uni-
versity students say they have
never leflt Kabul.

Talk of the old days is an
unrivalled to relax even
the tensest Afghan. A hotel
clerk reminisced about week-
ends spent fox and dove hunt-
ing in eastern province.

And a bookseller spoke
wistfully of pre-war summer
Fridays, when thousands of
Kabulis travelled west to

m:::ﬂmmphmw

But in the end Afghans re-
member all the guns the su-
perpowers have left behind
and know that even when the
war finishes, fighting will go
on for a long, long time.

"It was wrong to wait until
January to. cut-off the
weapons,” said Abdullah Zozal,
a Kabul car dealer.
“These are brothers who are
fighting. Maybe these brothers
will keep killing each other
forever.”

researches leading to cure, if a
disease, or to human benefits.
if a possibility. -

At present the medical
methods of treating this
abnormality have been
widespread ranging between
gland control and bone
surgery. Genetic engineering
has yet to develop an eflfective
device for retarding the
skeleton’'s growth. The likeli-
hood rests with cell manipula-
tion as one of infinite odds.

- As for a least developed
country like Bangladesh, this
world renowned figure hap-
pens o be one of her least-ex-

mwd-untl that ought to

p her for some
time to come like her periodic
natural calamities.

M. Rahman

Zila School Road, Mymensingh.



