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Pakistan occupies the
La Pass which overlooks

Stachen broke out
nearly years ago and have
clatimed of lives. The

war stopped pending diplo-

doned snow truck buried decp
under the smow, or an old
kerosenc metal can, a bag of
tlothing, food packels or
parcels. Worst of all, you may
titep right into a pile of human
{acces covered with f(reshly
fallen snow.

As the helicopter hover

The Hazards of Radioactivity
in Human Environments

of radioactive debris
through the atmosphere.
Fallout ts of two kinds: imme-

uneconomical and risky for
army security reasons. Even
non-blodegradable articles are
dumped in the open.
gravest effect oﬁlr: this

is the gradual melting of the
. Until a couple of years

huge columns of ice at the
were used as helipads

‘Years of confrontation between Indian and Pakistani
troops in the vast lonely wilderness of the Siachen
(Glacier have caused such serious pollution that the
gilacier is slowly melting. Environmentalists are
vrorried, but there is little sign of real concern in the
ministries concerned. And the soldiers, reports
Giemini News Service, just say : "We are not
environmentalists.” by A_J. Singh

above the glacier before land-
ing, you can see paiches of dirt
on the huge white desert. The
dirt, brought by soldiers and
mililary and food supplics

dropped on the glacier, i1s pol-
lutir\g the streams flowing out

of the glacier.

by army transport choppers.
Since than, many columns
have disappeared.

A constant shifting to newer
columns is taking place.
Twenty-metre high columns
are down to just seven metres
in three years.

The coldest war |
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any time.
Landing on the Siachen

glacier is akin to lcl:l‘:zyfml

Nehru University School of
Environmental Studies are

le items like
urine and [aeces can be dis-
posed of riaturally. In Siachen
it does not that way
due to the extremely rarified

m thf!' pollution levels

grow each as the has
to be pros with

and food supplies. When the '

su are consumed the
waste is not taken out of the
Siachen area because it (s
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Because the entire glacier is
a war zone, the army's first
priority is to defend (L.
Environmental concern is the
last.

Retired army officer Arjun
Singh, who served at Siachen,
says: "Crossing the glacier is a

. big problem for the troops. It

is filled with bottomless
crevasse and gullies inter-
spersed with hugh ice pinna-
cles and seracs.”

Besides the war hazards,
soldiers have to be extra alert
about their safety. With chang-
ing ratures, fast glacial
streams swell and bring down

enter the food-
chain may be {llustrated by
strontium- 90. When stron-

fear raised by

- moraine, scree and boulders.

Avalanches, frostbite, mountain
sickness and cardio-vascular
ailments are other dangers and
killers.

Critics say that even the
Environment and Forest
Ministry at New Delhi 1s not
worried about the uting of
the Siachen. An official said :
"To the best of my k
there is no Siachen file in the
ministry.

Reports from Islamabad paint a
similar picture on the one-
third of the glacier that the
Pakistani army controls.
“Soldiers are not environmen-
talists,” said one Indian retired

major,

Warnings have been
sounded that any further dis-
turbance to the glacier-form-
ing process at the Siachen
could even change the region's
monsoon pattern.

At 5,472 metres above sca
level, the glacier is located in
the Karakoro mountain ra ;
The arca has some to
highest peaks in the world,
like Saltoro Kangri, Sia Kangri,
and the Apsaras.

The glacier's northern
mountain marks the watlershed
between Central Asia and the
Indian sub-continent. Berefl of
?utﬁm‘ ﬂ};glacier is one of
the most in itable regions
in the world. .

Temperatures hover around
minus 40 degrees centigrade
in winter. If bare skin ouches
metal, it "bonds” as il with glue
and can be torn off. In winter,
gale force winds from central

Asia can b dow lm- tem-

peralure to minus
glacier is like a

cenligrade.

Siachen
wedge between Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir (area: 79,000
sq. km), the area (4,500 sq.
km) ceded by Pakistan to
China (north and north-west of
olachen) and the Aksai Chin
area (38,000 sq. km) of Ladakh
occupied by the Chinese in
their 1962 border war with
India. |

The governments of
Pakistan and China are close
and Pakistan’s desire to occupy
Siachen seems intended to
secure a common border with
China to facilitate a closer mili-
tary link. -

India i{s determined to keep
Siachen since its northern
mountains divide Central Asia
and the Indian sub-continent.
Whoever owns the Siachen
glacier controls the Shyok and
Nubra valleys, as well as the
region bordering China. India
thinks Pakistan's control of the
Siachen glacier will endanger
the security of Ladakh in -
ticular, Jammu and Kashmir
stale in general.

Further, de facto occupation
of Siachen by Pakistan would
weaken India's position in any
future talks on the border fis-
sue with China. Although many
rounds have taken place
between India and China, no
oulcome is in sight.

Meantime, until the glacier
is declared a zone of peace the
pollution goes on.

— GEMINI NEWS
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‘heavy demands on

diactivity above a certain level.
Essentially radiactive materials
should thercfore be carefully
shiclded and the surrounding
arcas monitored continually for
any rise in radiation lcvels.
O ly nuisance by big ma-
nufacturers in the
industrialised countrics, strict
llution-control measures
actually begun helping
some of them to improve their
competitiveness — and
increase their profits.
But as rich nations make
steps
up their act, corporations from
the industrialised North are
shifting their fithiest opera-
tions to developing countrics,
delegates to the Conlference on
Ecologically Sustatnable Indus-
trial Development were told.

Ambassador Yoshifumi Mat-
suda, Japan's representative at

NCE considercd a cost-

the October told the
600 declegates [rom 90
countries who gathered In

Copenhagen that strict pollu-
tion-control measures need
not have an adverse cffect on
international competitivencss.

"On the contrary,” he said,
“Japanese industrics such as
the automobile and fron and
steel came oul even stronger,”
as a result of such measures.
"Expenses from the
which would have mﬁm
without pollution control
would have been far higher
than the cost of such
expenses.”

Pollution control in the
carly Seventies iIncreased
Japan's Gross National Product
TOTE, b et D s

9785, id. Japan's experi-
clearly demonstrate that
strict control measures often

rovements are being made at
. rich countries have
been shiflting the most envi-

ronmentally-damaging parts of
their leather industry to devel-

oping countries in recent
ycars.,

The observation came [rom *

Dr A. Tcheknavorian-Asen-
baver, a scnior official with the
United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation,
which sponsored the
conference.

She also revealed that 150
million tonnes of harmful
photogypsum waste have been
created by the world's phos-
phate ustry. Most of that
industry — which produces
163 million tonnes of phos-
phates a year — is located in
China, Morocco, the Soviet
Union and the United States.

The finger of blame was
pointed at the 25 counfries —
including India, Jamalica,
Brazil, China, Guinea and the
East European nations —
which produce 42 million
tonnes of aluminfum annually.

"Both the phosphate and
aluminium industries make

and
water resources and discha
large volumes of pollutants into
the atmosphere and water
bodies,” Tcheknavorian-

Opium Growers

hetween 1954 and

methods that result in low
crop yields, they depend on
the income earned [rom the
sale of the poppies to buy food.

A recently approved project
for Laos aims to substitute cash
crops for opium poppies. The

Emjed is desi and largely

by the International
Fund for ultural Deve-
lopment (IFAD), with* co-

financing by the UN Pund for
Drug Abuse Control (UNFDAC),

Japan and Laos.
hopes to tackle

The
the of eliminating the

cultivation of optum popples.
The challenge s how to
eliminate the cultivation of

poppies and, at the same time,

" improve the food supplics

also Need 'Hig

¥

and
incomes of these people. A re-
search programme will test
and introduce improved vari-
mmp-unltﬂm-
tives to opium .
Extension services will train
farmers in more effective
methods.

Since most families in the
province raise some poultry,
pigs and cattle, increasing
contribution of these animals
to welfare s basic, A cat-
tle will sypply bulls and
heifers. Veterinary services
and training in forage crop de-
velopment and range manage-
ment will help improve animal

A rural development fund
will help by making eredit
available for land improvement
and agricultural inputs. Half of
the loans will go to women to
enable them to increase family
food supplies through garden-
ing and income thro rice
marketing and the uction
and marketing of silk.

The war against illicit drugs
is being fought — and often lost
— In homes, on city streets
and in remote ficlds around
the world. It is not a new war.

Just over 150 . Lthe
British Emplrer?o:';f the
Opfum Wars with China to en-
sure that the lucrative trade
would continue. More racently,

Over the next few months,

delicate will de-
termine whether the worid's

I-rr-l

will produce real progress in
saving the planet from man-
made ruin. Or whether Lhe
scssion will merely add (o
global warming with hot-air
cmisstons from about 100,000
parliamentarians, religious
leaders, environmentalists and
heads of state.

The occasion is the United
Nations Conlflerenée on
Environmentl and
Development, (o be held in Rio
de Janeciro next June. For two
years, international commit-
ices have been hash oul a
declaration of princt for
the so-called Earth Summit.
The burcaucrats have also been
negotiating an ecologically
sound agenda for the 21st
century and a series of pro-

posed on the con-
trol of climate change respect
for blodiversity and a slowing
of deforestation. But as the fi-
nal negotiating sessions ap-
roach, US intransigence on
issues means Lhe summit
may turn into little more than
a biodegradable photo oppor-
tunity for heads of slate.
stakcs are high. With
carbon dioxide levels in the
atmosphere 26% above those
in the 18th cen , MANny en-
ﬂmmmmgr that the
world is already (oo late iIn

coming tntmvlth the still
unknown of global cli-

gases. Says Maurice Strong,
secrelary- ral of UNCED:

This is an oppor-
tunity that may nol cccur again
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ot Air at

The Earth
Summit?

As the US stonewalls
a Rio meeting, activi-
sts offer a planetsav-

ing mml

in our Mietime. When, if not at

Rio, will we address these
problems?”

lic might ask the Bush
Administration. The US is re-
sisling pressure from the
European Community and
Japan to use the Rio confer-
ence as a forum to set Largets
and timetables for the reduc-
tion of warming gasecs, among
other things. It has also re-
sisted pressure (o commil new
funds so that developing
economies can grow without
destroying precious ecosys-
tems. Washinglon's ture
stands in contrast’ jo the lead-
erships the US exercised in
1972 al the UN Conference on
the Human Environment is
Stockholm, which first estab-
lished the environment as an
area of international coopera-
tion. Now, says James CGustave
Speth, president of the
Washington-based World
Resources [nstitute, “our gov-
ernment is nol accepling the
responsibilities thal come with
the world's largest economy.”

Speth’'s Mstitute recently
published a "Compact for a
New World.” a proposed model
for a way rich and poor nations
might come o mutually bene-
ficial agreements in Rio on the
environment and deve nt.
Meeting In Washinglon last
June, a group of activists, busi-
nessmen and politicians

agreed that poorer southern

nations would have an casler
time accepting unpalatable
initiatives on population stabi-
lization, climate change and
deforestation In return for a

clements : forgiveness,
direct financial aid o end

poverty, and technical to
reduce the poor nations’ role
in global environmental prob-
lems

This type of north-south
bargain is also what the Rip
conference should be all about
But while the US scems lo
ireal Rio's emerging sufte of
agreemenits as a threat, other
indusirial nations sce Lhe
Earth Summit as an opportu-

nity. MITI, Japans powerful
Minisiry of Internafional -

and Industry, is develoging a
100-year plan 10 make Japan
dominant in coo-technologics;
Tokyo is also sald 0 be pon-
dering ways to become Lhe
world leader in envirohmental
reform.

Many conservalionisis be-
lieve the prospect of lost op-
r:rtunllu in the global mar-

ciplace will eventually per-
suade the Bush Administration
to be more brumllhn
what will emerge from Rio
deliberations is still very much
up in the air. Barbara Bramble,
an offlicial at the National
Wilditfe Federation, argues that
even i the Earth Summil pro-
duces loothicss il
will still have the :
shaping environmental agen-
lo ordinary cilizens !
The question is mm
bureaucratic imetable and that
of the blosphere will mmtch ug

—EL

Nations Peer into the

World's

Asenbaver said.

Nevertheless, there were
rays of hope. Tec ad-
vances, she said, have yielded
commercially-attractive pro-
cesses which could substan-
tially cut chromfum waste from
the leather industry. The
industry has become a signifi-
cant source of foreign

exchange — $5.5 billion dollars -

annually - in Third World
countries.

The conference heard con-
fessions of wrongdoing, large
from Eastern Eu coun-
trics and particu Czechos-
lavakia. Ewven China, which

. years
industrialisation, admitted it

has paid a high environmental
price for industrial
development.

Czechoslovakia's
Environment Minister, Jose-

h \fmu-ct:.' Mmkmth.t
country the
former east as the
world’s highest per capita
polluter. '

"We send 3 million tonnes
of sulphur dioxide into the air
each and 40 per cent of
the cadium which flows into

the North Sea, more than
1,000 kilometres from owur
borders, is [from Czechos-
lovakia,” he said.

"Every tonne of coal we
burn sends a kilo of arsenic
into the atmosphere. And our

industry spreads much more"

radioactivity than our [ive
unclear power plants. Half of
the sulphuric acids we send up
gocs to surrounding countries,
some 5 cent of it to distant
Norway to add to their enwi-
ronmental problem,” he said.
The country’s massive arms
industry, which under com-
munist rule, ranked among the

world's top ten producers of
weapons, had employed
80,000 men and women.

"We must diversity and pro-
duce other steel products in
these [actories, but it is not
:f.' Vavrousck said. The task

be difficult, since unem-
ployment has soared in the
country since the new non-
communist government Initi-
ated a programme of economic
reforms.

Czechoslavakia, he added,
has adpoted preventive mea-
sures: Within the next five
years the country plans to

h' for Development

with strict laws against posses-
sion, purchase and use.

Border patrols, seizures of
shipments, confiscation of
bank accounts, and -
tion of traffickers mo
launderers are all efforts (o
lmit supplies and thwart
scllers. The results so far have
been, at best, uneven.

Recently, another front has
been launched, one which (s
just beginning to receive seri-
ous altention. This is the elim-
ination of the supply of some of
the most dangerous drugs at

the source.
It has been established that
in 1988, three South American

Cesspit of Waste

reduce emmisions of sluphur
dioxide — one of the country's
worst pollutants — by 60 per
cent.

Conlerence participants
were adamant that the indus-
trial expansion — which adds
billions of tonnes of industrial
waste to the mess every year —
would continue. But it was
agreed that global action s
L::;fently needed to make
industrial activity ecologically
acceptable and to clean up the

bal cesspool their industries
have created.

While richer countries were
able to demonstrate in varying

Major blame for world

pollution was placed squarely
on the developed countries in

the conference's [f(inal
declaration, but no s
romiscs of [inancial aid or
elp to the developing
countries were made,

countiries alone — Bolivia,
Colombia and Peru — produced
over 200,000 metric tons of
coca leaves. Afghanistan,
Bolivia, Ifan and Laos
deltvered more than 2,600
metric tons of epium to the
world market. If cultivation
of coca and

gl gt by e 8
production of their derivatives

E

"high.” not for billlon dollar
is, ex houscs and
sleek cars notl for power.



