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" The Panthapath
It has been claimed that only

in the Wednesday evening accident at
: the Fire people

it a day after with the mud-
mhmt“?mhouﬂlnd
¢ contractors of

Lesson

one worker died

We have not an tota of doubt in our minds on
two specific points concerning the accident :
one, safety requirements were not met by any
standards. two, not all workers engaged In the
job were specialised tunnel workers. We do not
need to be experts or wait for the wisdom that
would be bestowed on us by some probe body of
sorts, if it at all comes out with a report, to reach
such cocksure conclusions. This has been our way
with constructions ever so long and this would
continue to be so indefinitely into future. No con-
tractor here is fool enough to spend the extra
Taka nceded to abide by salety regulations or to
pay the extra Taka that the specialised worker
would {:ltﬂ'llbl)‘ demand. In a strange turn of
irony the contractors to the box culvert' storm
sewer job are not of our own native stock and, as
happens with all [ people and groups and
organisations, su the Japanese firm in no
time got worldly wise by our standards, — and
how can we complain about that? They only fell in
line with local norms.
it will take some time before a clear and de-
pendably honest picture will emerge of what in-
deed happened — and how. But how can one be
sure of that? The practice is appointing a probe
body after any such disaster which, as we have al-
ready said, normally fade into oblivion without
giving a report. And what if such a body does re-
port and rebuke and recommend ? In the ab-
sence of any watchdog organisation or even a vigi-
lant Press, the body's exertions would fail to
come to light and be a pressure on the sense of
du?v of the authority in charge.
Bangladesh has made any impressive gains in

any sector of economic activity — it is undoubt-

edly in the construction and building area. It is a

strange fact that this has been achieved without

ever keeping to the international safety norms. If |

the Panthapath tragedy has any moral that lies in
the need for stringent enforcement of safety re-
quirements in all construction and building job
and for the contractors and workers' unions and
the government to join in an eflort to see that
safety measures are firmly established as a stan-
dard practice in this sector.

Bangladesh, for sheer physical survival's sake,
will need to go far into the field of construction.
It can hardly keep its prospects flawed in such a
vital spot as occupational hazard and safety. Just
any man cannot be taken on the jobs that involve

hazard and as such warrant specialisation. All_

men and women engaged in such work must have
an overall salety cover worked out by government
and, if possible, the unions — a cover which will
in the first place give the worker an identity as an
individual and a recognition of his or her rights
accruing from the nature of the job. Safety can
hardly be ensured to any person whose service
has not been secured in any manner. |
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Sihanouk's Return

The return of Prince Norodom Sihanouk to a
tumultuous welcome in Phnom Penh last
Thursday marked yet another milestone in the
recent. bloody history of Cambodia. Or perhaps,
we should say the history of Indo-China, since vir-
tually every event in the region has been linked to
others in some way or other.

Sthanouk, who returned as president and not
as monarch as in the old, pre-1970 days, epito-
mises eve that has gone right as well as
wrong with this unfortunate nation. His rule be-
tween 1941 and 1970 was characterised by ram-
pant corruption, particularly among the Palace
high-flyers; his return to Cambodia after the fall
of Marshal Lon Nol's military regime in '75 saw
him turned into a puppet and an anguished pris-
oner of the Khmer Rouge, reflecting the state of
the country as a whole; and his role as the nomi-
nal leader of the anti-Vietnam resistance since
1978, during which he was torn between a desire
to see the departure of Hanol's troops from his
homeland, and his efforts to stay free of the suffo-
cating political embrace of China and the United
States, again mirrored Cambodia's struggle with
itself and with foreign powers continually en-
croaching on its sovereignty.

The question now is, whether his return at the
head of a coalition named the Supreme National
Council (SNC), will herald in peace and national
reconciliation for Cambodia. There is ample room
for optimism as the very fact that bitter rivals,
who never had anything but bullets for one an-
other till the other day, have agreed to form a
coalition and work to hold elections in 1993. can
beukmalamsunofbctterthmga .

However, better things are unlikely to materi-
alise unless all coalition partners can translate this
initial display of goodwill into long

parties that fail to win control in the polls, because
that will make or break Cambodia in the medium
term. The Khmer Rouge, which is still tainted
with the genocide of the late '70s and which has
refused to reform itself ideo or even orga-

» may again prove a difficult element to
satisfy. The Khmer Rouge, which has retained its
highly-trained and disciplined armed forces, still
therefore holds the key to the process. It will be
Sthanouk's biggest challenge to pacify the Khmer

Rouge and satisfy the requirements for a demo-
cratic transformation at the same time. He deser-
ves the best of luck and assistance.
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| the region's

l Singapore,

ppened
to the

gency of discussing the
future of the Commonwealth
and its role into the next
century. Many of the familiar
land marks and assumptions
on which the international
system was based have _
disappeared. Not only has
there been superpower

hement and end of the
m but there have also
been revolutionary changes in
Curope. One party dictatorship
HE Association of
South-east Astan Na-
tions (ASEAN) is ma-
king another bid to integrate
economies by
setting up a Free Trade Area
(FTA) covering all six mem-
bers.

Economics ministers from
Indonesia, the
Philippines, Thailand
and Brunei have decide on a
15-year time [rame on the
FTA, by which time tariffs on
manufactured products are to
be reduced to five percent or
less.

But economic analysts in
the region are skeptical of the
FTA's success, pointing to the
failure of the preferential tarifT
arrangement (PTA) to encour-
age trade among the ASEAN
countries.

Speaking at the ASEAN
cconomic ministers’ meeting
here recently, Malaysian prime
minister Mahathir Mohamad
warned that "dismal” economic
cooperation within ASEAN
threatens its survival as a viable
and relevant organisation.

“We seem to lack the politi-
cal courage needed to move
ahead and implement coop-
erative projects thaf will bene-
fit us In the long term.”

in eastern Europe could net
fail to have its resonance in
Alrica and Asia: nine Alrican
heads of state were owver-
thrown in the ten months up
to July this year; in South Asia
democracy was restored in
Bangladesh, Nepal and
Pakistan — only in Burma the
military dictator continues to
defy popular opinion In this
region. More heads are likely
to roll in the next year or so.
While all this is good news
and will be greatly welcomed
by the members of the
. the end of the

ASEAN

by Dr Gowher Rizvi

Cold War has also posed some
transitional and adjustment
problems. With few e tion
the Commonwealth is ::E up
of developing and largely poor
countries who for their survival
and development have been
rellant upon aid and interna-
tional development assistance.
With the end of European
schism, Asia, Alrica and the
Pacific will now have to com-
pete with eastern Europe for
aid, investment and trade.
Since much of the aid from the
superpowers was strategically
motivated, the Third World
has virtually lost its claim.
Moreover the integration of
the West European market,
despite constant professions to
the contrary, will lead to a
fortress Europe’ (at least in
the short to medium term)
and adverscly alfect the ex
ports from the developing and
newly industrialized countries.
Nor is there much hope that
economic lberalization will
bring the much needed foreign
investment — here too the
Third World countries will
have to compete with castern
Europe.

However, this is no cause
lor despondence. The impact

of aid on development has
hardly been inspiring. Now
pushed against the wall, the
developing countries will be
forced 10 rethink their strate-
gles, to learn o lve within
their means, develop regional
and South-South cooperation
and break nwn{y from the

straight jacket of policies im-
posed by the donors.

It is in this context that the
decision of the Commonwealth
Heads of Government to con-
centrate on democracy and
good governance becomes
relevant.

Democracy is not only a
desirable end in itself but it is
also a means to an end. The
half-century experience of
frustrated development in the
Third World has shown that
democracy is an essential pre-
condition for development. For
far oo long the governments
have put the horse before the
care by emphasizing economic
policies without recognizing
the importance of developing
the capacity to implement the
policies.

The Commonwealth's
commitment to ‘democracy’
and ‘governance’ should not

t be confined to
{::cmuh: :mm:a

multi-party system. These are
importarnt bul they are a small
part of the process. They muuast
commit themselves to
strengthening of the civil soct-
ety and the empowerment of
the people so that govern-
ments actually become
accountable to the clectorate.
Oﬂ.b' a government accountable
to the peopie will be sure of
achieving the correct priority
and allocgtion of resources,
curbing corruption, ensuring

the rule of law, guarantecing
freedom of association, of

speech, of the press and other
fundamental human rights.
Only a government accountable
to the people can cut back on
wasteful military expenditure
and devote ftsell to the devel-
opment of human resources.

The fact that the
Commonwealth has accepted
the strengthening of democ-
racy as one of its is a
milestone in the history of the
organization and will ensure its
survival in the next century.
But it is important not to con-
fuse democracy and good gov-
ernance as colerminous with
the operation of free-market
principles. While there is no

Cooperation only a Pipe-dream?

Mahathir said.

While the economies of all
six states are export-driven,
individual states’ exports to
their ASEAN neighbours com-
prise only about 10 percent of
the total external trade of
each.

The blame lies in the

p's economic success —

ur of the six are world

leaders in the production of

rubber, palm oil and timber

and significant suppliers of

petroleum, cocoa and
coconuts.

Four ASEAN members —
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand
and Indonesia — have success-
fully ventured into industriali-
sation and are moving fmto
heavy and high technology in-
dustries.

All six face stifl competition
from one another in tourism,
another major revenue earner
for the region.

This great similarity in eco-
nomic make-up s why
although the FTA has an im-

South-east Asian countries, with some of
the best-performing economies in the world,

are still finding their feet in economic
cooperation despite
affiliation. S8 Sivam of IPS reports from

Kuala Lumpur

two decades of

pressive list of about 13,000
ftems for which favoured status
is accorded, few of them are
for the major products.
ASEAN was created |4
years ago esscntially to bind
the nations collectively against
the threat of communism. The

Vietnam war was then pro-
ceeding at full steam all
six states were | com-

munist guerilla insurgencies.
The association has

been political in nature but
their strong individual eco-
nomic performance has given
the impression that it is also a
sturdy economic bloc. This tm-
age is becoming tattered.

At this weck's meeting of
their economic ministers’ in
the Malaysian capital, five of
the six nations were rooting
for their own viston of what is
good for the group.

The divergence caused the
ministers to deliberate late
into the evening of their final
scssion and In the end decided
to adopt a watered-down ver-
sion of all five plans.

Besides the FTA proposed
by Thailand, there was the
East Asia Economic Group
(EAEG) proposed by Malaysia
as a way ol mustering the
ASEAN states and the newly
industrialising economies of

South Korea, Tatwan and Hong
Kong to form a formidable bloc
against the US pioneered
North American Free Trade
Arrangement (NAFTA) and the
single Europe market.

But the proposal has run
into opposition from within
ASEAN itsell, with not
hﬂn’ in the mood w0 adopt a
confrontational peosition
against their main western
trading partners.

The result is the strangu-
lated East Asian Economic
Caucus which has no organisa-
tional structure nor even a
schedule of meetings.

Singapore has been pushing
for "Growth Triangles” within
ASEAN, the creation of cross-
border industrial and eco-
nomic zones that jointly ex-
ploit the assets of member
states. But ASEAN countries
arc loath to turn these trilat-
cral arrangements into full-
blown regional projects.

. A Philippine proposal for an

doubt that government inter-

the allocative mechanism, it
does not follow that an imper-
fect market is better than an
imperfeet government. In
much of the Commonwealth a
vast part of the population lives
below the poverty line and
outside the market operations;
and to leave their fate to the
unfettered market would be
highly undesirable. It is only by
empowering the people and
creating a civil society that #t
will be possible to

the  political entitlement of
those living below the poverty
line. Development and growth
without distribution is not
desirable. Only throu

political entitlement will

benefits of development. it 1s
for these reasons that the

Commonwealth inttiative o
strengthen democracy and
good will be wel-

The author is a teacher at
Nuffield College Oxford.

Extracted from the writer's
broadcast on Singapore Radio.

ASEAN treaty of economic co-
operation designed to model
ASEAN along the lines of the
European Community was also
rejecled.

A Malaysian government of-
fictal whe was involved in the
oflicial discussions said the
crux of the problem is that na-
tUonalism continues to prevail

over f:ﬁr-.l interests.

He revealed that when the
United States olfered ASEAN
preierential trade benefils
similar to those cxtended to
Mexico and the Carfbbean, the
Asian countries insisted that
Washington sign six scparate
treaties with them. The offer
was shelved,

But it is not all bleak news
for ASEAN on the economic
front. The group has been suc-
cessful in spehking out with
one voice on major interna-
tional trade and economic is-

SUCS.

It presented a joint stand at
the U Round of multilat-
eral s on imp world

trade rules and it has join
worked out trade benefits
the Ewuropean , Community, -
Japan and other major trading
partners.

Black Cuban Exiles Stand Up to be Counted

Mohamed Hamaludin writes from Miami

Most Cubans are black, and many Cubans exiled in the United States are of African origin.
Nonetheless, white Cubans have a stranglehold on power — both in the communist
government of Fidel Castro and in the US-based expatriate movement that is trying to
overthrow it. But black Cuban-Americans are increasingly aware of their potential political
clout, and hope to play a more powerful role in a post-Castro Cuba.

LACK Cuban-Americans,

often referred to as the

invisible people, are
trying to step out [rom behind
the tall s cast by their
white compatriots. And they
are very specific about their
reasons for doing so.

"Cuba today is a black
republic dominated by a
minority of so-called whites,"
says Jose Heridia, president of
the Miami-based Association
Afro-Cuban, formed two years

 Agp.

Heridia's association plans
to join activists in Cuba who
arc resisting eflorts to replace
the government of President
Fidel Castro with a new leader-
ship drawn almost extensively
from the white exile commu-
nity.

Afro-Cuban activists in the
United States fear that the
predominantly white move-
ment of anti-Castro exiles em-
bodied in the right-wing Cuban
American National Foundation
is gearing up for a takeover of
Cuba in the event that the
communist government falls.
The Foundation has the full
support of the Bush adminis-
tration and enjoys great influ-
ence within the US Congress.

The anxiety of black Cuban

| Americans is shared by other

US activists. Mervyn Dymally, a

Trinidad-born congressman
from Los Angeles who visited
Miami on October 20 to meet
with association members, has
said he believes the US is
planning a Panama-type sce-
nario for Cuba.

The US justified its invasfon
of Panama in January of 1990
by invoking reports of attacks
on American soldiers. Dymally
suggests the US may be plan-
ning to touch off a similar
incident which could justify
the use of force against Castro.,
The revolutionary Icader would
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Sir, The authorities con-
cerned are seeking names of
those adults whose names
have not been enlisted in the
electoral list or whose names
have been misplaced or
wrongly put in areas where
they do not reside anymore,
etc. The authorities concerned
could very well give the
address where the citizéns are
to go or where they can send
their names by post instead of

a halfheartedly manner asking
all to contact the Election
Commission office. Where are
these offices situated?

Nahtasha Kamal,
Dhalbea.

Envohment in votecs

Orig

then be replaced in Havana by
a government dominated by
pro-US leaders.

"Transition will come in
Cuba,” Dymally said. "I believe
it will happen with violence
but | hope not.”

Dymally, who visited
Heredia's association on behalf
of the Congressional Black
Caucus, which includes some
50 congressmen, told Afro-
Cubans that they had been
doing themseclves a disservice
by remaining quietly in the
background in the three
decades since the Cuban
revolution.
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inMi.rpur

Sir, We the residents of
Section 2 at Mirpur like to
bring to your attention the de-
terforating law and order situa-
tion in our area. 'Mastans' and
criminals (sometimes posing
as so-called students) have be-
come so active that residents
of Section 2 especially F
Block) are virtually afraid to go
out of doors for fear of being
l'lij-:k':: or robbed.

A days , & house in F
Block of Snct;:f 2 was looted
in day time. No body came to
any help, not even the police,
despite hue and cry by the
houscwife. A few ‘'mastans’' and
criminals came to the house in

microbus, broke open the
hut door, loaded valuable ar-

€8 on their vehicle and

i

of Cuban blacks

lle also advised them to
increase their visibility by
arranging meetings in other

. major US cities. "Not many

Americans know that Cuba is a
black country,” the Con-

gressman said.

Afro-Cubans eagerly took up
Dymally's suggestion that they
send - a delegation to
Washington to meet with the
US State Department, National
Security Council and Organi-
sation of American States.

The day before the Dymally
meeting, senfor officers of the
association also met with Afro-
Cuban intellectuals and aca-
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made good P
Incidentally, and A.C. of DMP is
living very close to this house.
A few months ago, a rickshaw
passenger was robbed of her
money and ornaments in F
Block also in day time. Yet in
another ghastly incident, a
youngman was slaughtered on
the road.

We again draw your kind at-
tention to our plight and re-
quest the authorities to act
quickly. The police and Ansar
squads posted in this area pre-
viously, have been withdrawn
recently. We also draw the
immediate attention of author-
ities concerned to remove the
unauthorised structures, which
serve maslans and criminals.

M. A. Sobahan and others
Section 2, Mirpur, Dhalea

demics in Miami and decided
to establish a National Commi-
ttee for Peaceful Transition in
Cuba

Its avowed aims are to

defend Cuban sovereignty and

ensure that Cuba's problems
ar¢ resolved domestically. To

that end, Afro-Cuban leaders in
Miami are believed to be in
close touch with their coun-
terparts on the island. Word
has it Castro is preparing to
appoint an Afro-Cuban to a
senfor post to give blacks
greater visibility and head oll
the anti-communist movement
in Miami.

Sir, BBC Bengali Service
deserves our kudos on the
occasion of its golden jubilee.
BBC Bengali Service has been
playing the role of electronic
media catalyst for us. Our war
of independence and all mass
movements against military
dictatorship and civil autocracy
have been projected or high-
lighted objectively by BBC. So
crores of Bengali speaking lis-
teners do share the victorious
and glory of BBC. So once
again | extend congratulations
to BBC as it ascends to a
stratospheric level

Rathan M Chowdhury
East
Dhaka-1219.

Heridia says the hisloric
importance of the Afro-Cuban
community has been denied by
exiles and the Castro regime :
"They hide our culture and our
aspirations here and over
there, but they cannot do it
forever.”

Realising they cannot match
the resources of the while
leadership of the Cuban
American National Foundation,
Afro-Cubans are seeking sup-
port from US blacks — hencee
the meeting with Dymally.

No reliable figures are avail-
able to show how many ol
Miami's 650,000 residents of
Cuban origin are ol Alrican
descent, Some  Afro-Cuban

OPINION

It is with a scnsc of utter
horror, disgust and shame,
that we have been following
the news report in the Daily

| Star, about the arrival and
- 'relief activities’ of two Britons,

in Bangladesh.

As a citizen of this country,
[ am entitled to an explanation
from the concerned ministries
and the concerned officials, as
to what they think tHey are
doing and who, if anybody has
given them the right to play
about with the dignity and
prestige of the country. The
two Britons, have been
charged with offences of the
gravest nature, in their own
country and investigation is in
progress against them in
Britain. Inspite of being aware
of all their activities, the
Bangladesh High Commission
in London has thought it fit to
grant these two individuals
who are being investigated for
criminal offence visas to come

to Bangladesh. Would the High
Commission kindly let the tax

| payer — at whose expense they

live their affluent lives — know
what the criteria is for
granting visas to foreigners
wishing to visit the country.
Are they aware, that Britain
would never grant a visa to
anyhod‘y, with the slightest
criminal offence charge against
them, to visit Britain? Or do
these ‘govt.’ employees not
care for the norms of civilized
govia. and countries? And are
they willing to grant visas to

important posts.

community leaders claim that
about 50,000 are black.

The ancestors of most of
Cuba’'s blacks came to the
island as slaves [rom West
Africa aflter 1807. Over the
years they have intermarried
widely ‘W‘E{I Cubans of Spanish
origin and Amerindians.

Cultural and linguistic dif-
ferences pose one barrier to

extensive co-operation be-

tween ?:nntnh-:p-uldngﬂuhm
and English-speaking US

blacks. However, both groups
share a common legacy of ra-
cial discrimination. Many

white Cubans now eccupy se-
nior positions in business and

politics — including the mayor
ol Miami, a congresswoman,
two city commissioners and a
district superintendent —
while [ew Afro-Cubans hold

— GEMINI NEWS

MOHAMED HAMALUDIN,
Jormerly Guyana correspon-
dent for the Caribbean News

Agency. is now managing
editor of the Miami Times.

| Will the Government Explain?

anybody, who is willing to
come to this country with 10
pound sterling, in their
pockets, in the name of relief?

We have read with utter
shock and revulsion, that the
highest authority of the land
has thought it fit to grant an
audience to these two people
of questionable reputation. Let
the authorities in power,
please not forget for a
moment, that they are the
elected representatives of the
people, accountable for every
action, to the electorate. Would
the govi. please give an
immediate clarification on the
status of these two Britons
and on their own activities?
And would it please ask the
High Commissioner in DBritain,
to explain his conduct so the
public is aware as to exactly
what is going on?
'Investigations’ and ‘govt.
enquiries’ have a funny way of
failing to keep the public
informed.

Such blatant disregard for
the welfare of the Bangladeshis
in Britain and utter disregard

. towards the prestige of the

country, needs (o be regarded
and viewed with utmost
seriousness and urgency. And
if it is all a concocted story, as
claimed by these two Brintons,
we would all like to see a govt.
rejoinder in the press, with
prool, at the earliest.

P. Haque
Dhaka




