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'Hundreds of Afghan
guerillas killed'

ISLAMABAD, Nov 13: Afghan

government forces defending
the eastern city of Jalalabad
have killed hundreds of gueril-
las in a counter- offen-
sive, Kabul radio said today,
reports Reuter.

The radio, claiming victory,
said vernment troops
pushed Mujahideen t-
ers who have been lttn:glhng
the city intermittently for a
month.

It said 22 fleld commanders
hundreds of

were amon

nine guerilla armoured vehi-
cles and large quantities of
arms.

The battle took place as a
guerilla delegation was in
Moscow for talks with senfor
Soviet officials on ways of
finding a political end to

Alghanistan's 13- year-old civil
war -

Jalalabad, which lies be-
tween Kabul and the Pakistani
city of Peshawar, where
guerilla leaders are based, was
the scene of a humiliating

Mujahideen defeat in 1989.
Guerilla forces, hoping then
to capilalise on the final pull-
oul of Soviet troops, discarded
guerilla tactics for conven-

tional warfare and were re-
pulsed with heavy losses.
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Japanese nurses stage strike :
Ja nurses staged a national strike Wednesday to press
for lewer nightshifts and more days ofl, reports Reuter from

guerillas killed and many

wounded.

- Seven Pakistani soldiers
and 47 Arabs fighting with the

Mu were also killed in

the fighting which destroyed

A spokesman for the Japan Federation of Medical
Workers' Unions said 120,000 nurses and other medical
workers stopped work for between 30 minutes and half a day.

This was rare event in a country where there have been no
industry-wide strikes since the early 1970s.

The federation wants to limit nightshifts to six per month,
establish a [ive-day week and place the wage scale on a par
with the national average. '
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nghtnmg kills 7 Indonesians :
Lightning killed seven Indonesian farmers while were
shellering from heavy rain in the northern coast of central
Java, the Suara Karya daily said Wednesday, reports AFP from

The f[armers, who had been tilling their fields at the village
of Cipluk Sidokumpul, sought shelter in a makeshift
hut when heavy rains s to fall late on Sunday, the Suara
Karya said,

A bolt of lightning struck the hut, killing all seven men,
the daily quoted a witness as saying.

NATO se -up links with Estonia :
The North Atlantic aty Organisation is establishing
di links with the newly independent Baltic republic
ol Estonia, similar to those it has set up with the former
WARSAW pact states in eastern Europe, NATO Said Tucsday,
reports AFP Wednesday from Brunels.

Secretary-General Mafred Woerner expressed hope that
the other two Baltic staics Latvia and Lithuania, would also
agree to establish the links. :

He stressed however, that such links which have been set
up with former WARSAW part states since the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989 did not imply any formal security guaran-
tees.

Woerner said he the new links would contribute to

the stability of the whole region.”
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cate proven anti-diabetic com-
pounds in commonly-culti-
vated mushrooms (agaricus
bh;'\ul which contain traces
of hypoglycaemic subsiances,
according to the Nalional
Diabetic Association of India,
reports PTIL
This traditional remedy,
posscssing a glucose-lowering
eflfect as well as an insulin-
m effect, is being closcly
for o dia-
betics. But it is doubtful
whether normal or even ex-
cessive consumplion of Lhis
mushroom would be ade-
qualely efllective alone,

it could provide a
Hﬂdkt_-ry-djumuotht

n Ii:hhtlé nations

ade ties with Laos :

said the United States would

its relations with Laos to the ambassadorial
another example of constructive

of southeast Asia, reports AFP

The conllict in Indo-China has
years, finally we have entered inlo a period of healing and
. Bush said in remarks prepared for

work siep by step 1o resolve the painful issues left
, Bush said in the speech. .

upicd this nation for

however, nolt without draw-

backs due to its ability Lo ac-
cumulate heavy metals, such as
lead, which can have a loxic
eflect if consumed In excess.
But not all varicties of
mushrooms gontain the reme-
dial eflects, as the kind,
known as Amonita Phalloides
to the biologists, has earned
the notoriely of having fatal
hypogly caemic eflect. In the
filties, a French physician de-

scribed the benefits of this |

mushroom, but it was later
found o cause irreversible
Iiver ;

On the common karala and
cerasec vegelables, both of
which have shown glucose-
lowering eflects without stimu-
lating insulin, the association
publication says Lhese are not

President George

International

115 killed as troops open

fire on Timor protesters

JAKAKi1A (Indonesia), Nov
13 : Indonesian troops who
fired on pro-independence
demonstrators in East Timor
have killed dozens of people
protesting Indonesia's 15-year
rule of the tiny island, officials
says, reports AP.

- An [Indonesian military
statement said the protesters
attacked the soldiers Tuesday
and “the incident could not be
avoided.” But an American
journalist who witnessed the
shooting said the dcmonstra-
tors were defenscless, carrying
only banners and crosses.

The exact number of casu-
alties in the East Timor capital
of Dili was not known. East
Timor had been under
Portuguese rule.

East Timor's 700,000 peo-

ple are mostly Roman Catholic,
whereas Indonesia {s Muslim.
Indonesian troops for years
have fought Fretilin, a small
leftist group of native
Timorese sceking indepen-
dence for East Timor.

In Portugal, a rebel
spokesman, Jose Ramos Horta,
said reports from witnesses
indicated about 60 people
were killed Tuesday in the
clashes.

Amy Goodman, an Americah
reporter for the Pacifica Radio
network, said the crowd gath-
ered at a church for a mass in
memorial to a man who had
been killed by police while
taking refuge in the church.

The crowd grew to several
thousands brought out a pro-

cession to the where
the man is buried, she told
The Associated Press in a tele-
phone interview from a hospi-
tal in Guam, where she had
been treated for injuries suf-
fered in the incident.

The military statement said
demonstrators turned violent
because of the postponement
of a fact-finding visit by
Portuguese legislators.

Ms. Goodman, interviewed
from New York, said the sol-
diers screamed Politics,
Politics,” knocked her to the
ground and started beating her
with rifie butt.

Reuter from United Nations
adds : UN Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cuecllar on
Tuesday deplored the loss of
innocent lives reported in East

Timor, a spokeswoman said.
She did not spell out what
reports were referred to, but
separatist rebels said up lo
100 people were killed or
wounded when Indonesian
soldiers opened fire on
Tuesday on a funeral proces-
sfon of uths protesting
against Jaﬁgrta‘n ru!:t: over the
Former Portugucse colony, an-
nexed by Indonesia in 1976.

The UN spokeswoman said :
"The Seccretary-General has
scen Lhe press reports regard-
ing events in East Timor and
he deplores the loss of inno6-
cent lives.”

He hoped elfective mea-
surcs would be taken to avoid
any recurrence, the
spokcswoman added.
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Soviet President Mihail Gorbachev with a Russian publisher listens to reporters
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questions during a press conference held to launch his book Putsch’ (The Coup). Gorbachev
confirmed that he had been warned before hand about the coup by US President George

Bush.

AFP/UNB photo

Asia as important as Europe

to US security, says Bush

NEW YORK, Nov 13:
Bush said on
Tuesday that Asia was just as

important as Europe to US se-’

curity and prosperity and
pledged to build a closer
American parinership with
countries on the pacilic rim,
reports Reuler.

Bush also said he was
restoring full diplomatic rela-
tions with Laos and could for
see normal relations with one
time enemy Vietnam in the
near [uture.

“Today | am announcing
that we will upgrade our rcla-
tions with Laos and that we
soon will place an ambassador
in Vientilane,” he said in a
speech to the Asia society, a
pfivate group devoled to Im-
proving ties with Asia.

“We envision normal rela-
tions with Victnam as the logi-
cal conclusion of a step-by-sicp
process thal begins by resolv
ing the problems in Cambodia
and by addressing thoroughly,
openly and conclusively the
status of American POW-MIAs *
the President said.

The US overtures lowards
the countries of Indochina
represent the [irst thaw since
the Vietnam war, which raged
from the carly 1960s, to the
mid- 1970s.

“The conflict in Indochina
has preoccupied this nation for
years,” Bush said. “Finally, we
have cnicred into @ périod of
healing and construeiive” coop-
eration. We will work stcp by
siep to resolve the painful is-
sues leflt by that war.”

A US diplomatic represen-
tative arrived in Cambodia on
Monday as part of a Uniled
Nations-sponsored process 1o
end that country's long civil
war, ending 16 years ol es-
trangement belween
Washingion and Phnom Penh.

US olficials are also talking
to Hanoi to try to resolve the

status of Americans lost in the
Vietnam war and whose [ale is
slill uncertain.

lush's speech on the im-
partance of close ties with Asia
came just onc week aller he

posiponed a 10-day trip to the
region scheduled for later this
month.

The oflicial explanation was
his need o stay atop congres-
sional action, but political jit-
ters caused by a slack US
economy that has caused Bush
lo skid in the polls on the eve
of his re-election drive con-
tributed to the postponement,

—

Straw poll for top UN job
Zimbabwean Finance
Minister takes lead

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 13:
Zimbabwe's Finance Minisler
Bernard Chidzero took the
lead in an unoflicial poll on
Tueésday for UN Secretlary-
Genceral, closely followed by
Egyptian Depuly Prime
Minisicr Boutros Ghall, reporis
Reulter.

Both escaped any velo by
permanent security council

nent council members - equiv-
alent vetoes.

Chidzero obtained 11 votes
in favour, one against and
three absientions, while Ghali
received 10 positive votes, two
negative voles and three ab-
stentions

Chidzero and Ghall are
among Alricans in a ficld
of 14 candidales Lo

Palestinians
seek control
over W. Bank,
Gaza Strip

JERUSALEM, Nov 13:
Palestinian negotiators say they

want broad control over the -

occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip with only a restricted
Isracli military presence dur-
ing a five-year period ending in
full independence, reports
Reuter.

"Isracli will retain its mili-
tary occupation in the form of
military presence in specific
military and strategic areas,”
said Ghassan Al-Khatib, a
strategist on the Palestinian
peace negotiating team.

"But we must have control
of the lJand, including crossing
points (from Jordan and
Egypt). " he said.

Palestinian negotiations,
back [rom Middle East peace
talks in Madrid, say
Palestinian control of land and
legislation during the five-year
interim period is at the heart
of their negotiating strategy.

Their position contrast with
the limited self-rule offer [rom
hardline IsracH Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir who says he
does not intend to withdraw
from any land.

Although a venue has not
been agree for direct Israeli
Palestinian negotiations, talks
are expected to start during
the next month.

"We are working on ......
steps that would ensure the
smooth running of this pro-
cess, creating conditions
that would lead to transitional
arrangements that would sup-
port the creation of indepen-
dent Palestinian Institutions
and a Palestinian infrastruc-
ture,” said Hanan Ashrawi,
spokewoman for the
Palestinian negotiating team.

During eight months of
diplomacy, US Secretary of
State James baker coaxed
Israclis and Palestinians o ne-
gotiate a two-stage scttlement,
starting with five years of local
sclf-rule for 1.75 million
Palestinians in the occupied
territorics.

LTTE leader
commits suicide

MADRAS, Nov 13: A high
ranking LTTE feaders
Santhan Alias Pertya Santhan
committed suicide by swallow-
ing cyanide when officials of
the Special Investigating Team
(SIT) probing the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination case and the
Tamil Nadu police raided his

Sale of globes sends
prices into orbit

LONDON: AUCTIONEERS Christie's set a world
price of £1,023,000 for the sale of two globes. Pesed

The pair, a terrestrial
globe (of the earth) an
celestial globe (of the
heavens) are thought to
have been made in the
workshop of Gerard
Mercator, the her
who gave his name to the
Mercatlor projection seen in
most atlases

Ly =

The 16th century
Renaissance gilt metal
globes made for the Turkish
Sultan Murad III,
of Suleiman the
Magnificent, shot rapidly
past the £400,000/
£600,000 estimate before
being bought by an
unnamed private European
collector for five times the
previous record price.

The globes were sent for

auction by a European ' = —~—
family who had had them for four generations.
The delicately engraved spheres, approximately one foot in

diameter, showed the continents peopled with animals and
m:n—AIﬂuhndldr-pn,lrhmoutdﬂmgFruurJulm.
the legendary Christian ruler, sitting on a throne.

They were inscribed with Murad's personal Tughra
(cipher) and dated 1597.

However, the Suitan's observatory, for which the
were probably intended, was closed at the end of the
same year.
After the sale, Mr Tom Lamb, a Christie's specialist, said
that the globes had been difficult to estimate as no compara-
ble object had appeared before on the market.

They were the only known surviving instruments from
Mercator's workshop.

MOSCOW: President Mikhail S Gorbachev said Tuesday he
had i a warning from President Bush that a coup was
brewing in the Soviet Union, reports AP,

Gorbachev told at a news conference u
his book about the coup that Bush telephoned him to issue
the warning. He did not say when the call ook place, but
implied it was well before the Aug 18-21 putsch.

Gorbachev also said he believed some of the conspirators
had bugged a critical conversation he had with trusted advis-
ers shortly before the coup. They learned [rom the wiretap

that he was planning major personnel changes, and their fear
:Ltimlng their jobs prompted, them to act when they did, he

Gorbachev did not specify who did the bugging. But the
likely suspects would include former KGB Chairman Viadimir
Kryuchkov and Valery Boldi, the President's former chief of
stafl, both of whom are facing treason charges for their role
in the abortive, hard-line coup.

Malaysian living with
150 poisonous snakes

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian snake charmer
Kassim has moved inlo a glass enclosure in a shopping
trying to break his own record by

with 150 poisonous snakes,

Ibrahim
center

living with them for more than 40 days, rcports AP.
His son, Sultan Ibrahim 16, said Tuesday his family is wor-
ried because senior Ibrahim, 43, has been bitien three times

by the snakes in his six

days so far in the enclosure in

Penang, 400 kilometers (250 miles) north of Kuala Lumpur.

He is reported armed with his own sccret

combatting
black stone.

More than 5,000
0.37 or

people

device for

snake Venom, an object that looks like a piece of

have paid one or two ringgit (dirs
0.74) to watch [brahim in his attempt to break his

record. The money is to go for the children's associations in

Penang.

[brahim told reporters he was
family through the worry, and he hoped his effort wo

be in vain.

WASHINGTON, Nov 13 :
The Bush administration has
told the US Congress il plans
to sell 14 batteries of Patriotl
anti-aircraft missiles made by
Raytheon Co 1o Saudi Arabia for
an estimated three billion dol-
lars, US defence officials said

| to be identified, said formal

notification of Lthe plan was ex-
pected to go to Congress in
carly December after which

sorry about putting his
not

| Riyadh to buy $ 3b
US Patriot missiles

down Iragi Scud missiles in
the Gull War.
Each of the 14 batteries
would include eight launchers.
The officials said adminis-
tration representatives dis-
cussed the sale informally last

week with congressional lead-
eTs.

it comes al a time when
Washinglon is pushing for
in the Gull and Middle
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in animals. Lawyers' wig' is, ventional drugs, it adds. and Cambodia. tive voies were cast by perma-  ganisation. morning. used with success in shooting *clling up their own balteries,
l [ litical ' Sith k returns h tod

BEJJING: Cambodian Prince Nordom Sihanouk and his Italian-born wife Monique wave
from their limousine after welcoming Prime Minister Hun Sep at the Beijing airport. Hun
Sen will escort the former monarch back to Phnom Penh today.

month that seeks to end
Cambodia's 13-year civil war
and allowed Sihanouk's return.

Over the the eccen-
tric Prince — who brings his

. flufly dog Micky to the conler-

ence table-has attracted ad-
mires. And even among his
most acerbic critics there is

p line-up
which ranges from ineflfectual
has-beens 1o mass murderers.

only to bounce back.
Te the French, p“':ﬂ
Sihanouk seemed made
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“Whether | swing to the
right or to the left is my con-
cern because | work only in
the interests of may own coun-
try.” he said, explaining before
his 1970 overthrew why he
sided alternately with the
communisis and the West.

internally, he tried to root
out opponents, including
communists who would later
be known as the Khmer Rouge.

He also drew bitter criticiam
from the educated urban class,
fed up with his one-man show
and l.;t rampant corruption of
his wife Princess and
others of the inner :

This anti-Sihanouk senti-
ment, too, remains. Internal
Khmer Rouge documents have
described Sthanouk as 90
cenl rancid, debauched”™ while
non-communists in Phnom
Penh today fear the old cor-

will return on Lhe

ruption
prince's coaltails.
The anti-Sthanoukists, en-
by the United Siales,
a coup in 1970, spark-
ing & brutal, five-year war be-




