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A Nobel Laureate in
Chains

The time is approaching soon when Aung San
Suu ° dwﬂl bgrcferud“&n I::t as the
leader of Burma's n, as a
of The. SIUAG) MOvenit Sownile o

transformation is now inevitable and will

ustifiable, since the Burmese ruling military

unta called SLORC — State Law and Order

oration Committee — is detlermined to keep

this fearless champion of people's rights under

arrest and shut away [rom civilisation.
An exclusive report in this paper last

s.lo(ed the ambassador of Belgium to Ba
ic

hel Geuens who recentl Rtpenl four days In
Rangoon, sa that the junta's treatment

of Suu Kyi become even harsher since she
was awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. The
. according to SLORC, was an interference in

's internal aflairs. But the Nobel did Suu Kyi

@s it accorded international ion of

mmh to help the Burmese people win

ts that have been denied them by
military
decades.

in Rangoon for over three
The mergmﬂ icture is a highly disturbing
one. There is li Igdouht that the S RE Ita tryul
., through what tantamounts to psychologica
:lt:ture. to 1 Suu Kyi to leave the country.
That would give them the chance to prevent her
from ever retu . In that context, reports of
Suu Kyfi's iliness may not be fictitious, as deliber-
ate mistreatment in isolation could make her sick
enough to abroad for medical attention. That
she has to into a ruthlessregime so
far,is a measure of her courage and sense ol hope.
At the same time, SLORC itsell tahnnt dc;ruld tl::f
optimism. It has felt sl.rmﬁ enough to refuse to
implement the people's verdict given in the gen-
eral elections of 1989 when Suu Kyi's National
e for (NLD) won a sweeping vic-
tory. SLORC's policy seems to be based on the
premise that given time and enough pressure,
majority of elected NLD members' spirit can be
brtien. thus forcing them to frame a constitution
that would legally perpetuate the military's domi-
nant role in Burmese society. Power could then be
"handed over” te a compliant political authority.
Burma's misfortune is that the world at large,

Em'ucularly its close neighbours have continued
0 play a negative role, prolonging SLORC's exis-
tence and the people's sufferings. General Saw

Maung's recent carpet reception in Beijing
ahom China too was not averse to the Burmese
people’s

Given the absence of international pressure
and presence of assistance in the form of
business deals, the SLORC has little reason to be
apprehensive, so long as it can keep its own
people gagged and tied, But how long can this
cruel farce allowed to continue? Have we not
come to the stage, in the wake of the Gulf War,
collapse of totalitarianism in Europe and a gen-
eral awake about human rights across the
globe, where all nations must put their foot down
and say "No" to SLORC? Can the world truly afford
to carty on treating this insult to humanity as just
an internal matter of Burma?

One thing is quite clear by now : appeasin
SLORC will not free Suu Kyi nor allow the electe
representatives to take power in Burma. But we

can safely assume that establishment of democ-
racy is what most countries in the region wish to
see in Burma. But since appeasement in the form
of business deals or political silence would not
achieve that goal, then has the time not come to
apply pressure of the sort the SLORC will under-
st Suu Kyi has held out for over two years
against tremendous odds, but she needs the
worid's help now.

Co-operatives, of course

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia hit more than one
right chord when she addressed on Tuesday a
prize giving ceremony of the cooperative soci-
eties. The societies should be revitalised as a true
movement, the co-operative law should be recast
Tdtfl“ the societies a truly democratic base and

ed eflectiveness and these should be raised by
steady and sure hands [rom the morass of corrup-
tion and inept performance to which these or-

g:maauﬂna have over the decades sunk. One can.

write a belter prescription for the co-op-
eratives of the nation.
Co-operatives were launched in undivided
1 with the spirit of a movement. But some-
thing was basic flawed at its very beginning,
The co-operatives were a government-launched
and ‘movement’ which at best can be a
of terms biding a garbling of con-
cepls. The Prime Minister has apparen glossed
over this important little point and per aps like
the founding fathers of our people's efforts to im-
me the economic situation by broadening the
of ownership of means and self-management
is thinking again in terms of government spear-
heading a movement which it possibly can not.
Co-operatives in order to click as a movement
must never be privy to privileges and weighted
opportunities that push these out of normal and
fair business practices and make them into sure
densofspinningsome quick and dishonest money,
The post-October Revolution world used to be
dichotomised as East and West or socialist and
capitalist. That was understood to represent a
conflict between 'co-operation' and '‘competition',
Now that socialism has taken a very bad jolt both
as an economic system and as a philosop y of so-
Wha promising a fairer and betfer bal-
society, some may be tempted to see in the
political denouncement in eastern Europe an end
of the 'co-operation' approach to production and
ution. Bul this is confusing the issue. The
Co-operative ‘movement' was launched in many
nations of the world not as a replacement for
'com ' bul more as a means of tempering
capitalism in order that it thrive better. The
collapse of socialism in eastern Europe has in-
deed brought out in bold relief the necessity of
promoting ‘co-operations' within a framework of
market economy. Co-operatives are of vital impor-
tance in the mall.lnﬁ of a healthy socio-economic
reality in Bangladesh. :
We are in full agreement with the Prime
in all that she has s ed as antidotes
for the 'co-operative' ills. But care should be
taken to undo the system of inefliciency and

that rules over the co-operative scene
mnt th can change there and make
that amenable to pro-society shaping. -

The Role of th
T

HE cold war era
vin the shift In
the balance of power
and political analysts are
vocal lzoul the flasues of
multilaterism in the present
forming of the new world
order. This moment,
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Croat living in fear of civil war,
or a Palestinian waiting for the
peace talks to bear
fruit." So what shape then
should the present structure
assume to mobilize the cha-
nges for a more democratic

world order?
The Council : The
rationale behind the five-

power membership has ccased
to exist. The Allied "Big Five"
of World War Il are now not
the only big powers. Two al-

HE continued infllux of

Palestinian  refugees

from Kuwail, months
after the end of the Gull War,
is straining Jordan's resources
to the breaking point.

Indeed, the impact on
Jordan of the arrival of an es-
timated 250,000 1o 350,000
Palestinians has been as pro-
found as that on Isracl of the
influx of Soviet Jews.

The exodus to Jordan has
increased the numbers and
visibility of Palestinians in the
kingdom, where they were al-
ready a restless majority.

Moreover, many of the new
arrivals bring with them the
sort of Palestinian political ac-
tivism that once thrived in
Kuwait. Yasser Aralat's Al Fatah
movement was founded in
Kuwait when the future chair-
man of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation worked there as a
civil engineer. And militant
left-wing groups have also tra-
ditionally had a strong follow-
ing among Kuwafilti
Palestinians.

Now the anger at the new
and brutal Palestinian dis-
placement — for some, compa-
rable only to their ejection
from Palestine four decades
ago — is palpable throughout
Jordan. Said an official of the
Jordanian Press Association:
"We would have a revolution
here if it was perceived that
the Jordanian delcgation was
misrepresenting ' the
Palestinians in the peace pro-
cess.” |

The bitterness of refugees
is illustrated by their stories of
torture, detainment and
forcible expulsion at the hands
of the United States-backed
Kuwaiti regime.

And despite the hardships
imposed by the influx, Jordan
must absorb the refugees with
little assistance from abroad.
While the US pumps millions
of dollars into Israel to help
settle Soviet Jews — Lhe latest
contribution being a loan of
$400 million, with a contested
$10-billion loan guarantee still
in the pipeline — Jordan saw
its US aid slashed by $67 mil-
lion after the war.

Secretary of State James
Baker announced the resump-
tion of US aid only in the
leadup to the Madrid confer-
ence. But even restored US aid
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Sir, Your very constructive
suggestion could not be more
timely (editorial of November
4). If a little foresight and man-
agerial competence was shown
carlier the examinations and
the publications of the results
could have Been completed by
now,

I would now like to make a
special request to all the
Universities regarding the pub-
lication of the results. This may
be done within sixty days from

the date of the examination.

Further more, if there is a like-
lihood that the results would be

‘delayed, because of the external

examiners, this may be tem-
porarily done with ping in
view the greater interest of the
examinees, the guardians and
the nation at large.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Dhaka-Mongla Road

Sir, Mongla; the second sea-
port, has been kept rather ne-
glected not connecting it
with D the capital city.
‘The port can help much in
earning local and foreign cur-

Y — — - - -

ternatives are -
ered by different : the
first disapproves of
the whole idea of a big power
-directorate. However, to abol-

Anether mode of change is

suggested by Japan which is to
extend the number of mem-
berships by seven to include

four
decades have not heard the

"nyet” enough times for it to
bear any substarntial signifl-
cance.

Peace Enforcement
The UN has set a glowing

e UN

of successful imple-
mentation of collective secu-
rity in the Gulf War crists.
However, it is argued that it
lacks the basic framewbrk to
ensure further collective roles
in the future if the nature of

is different. It is ar-

gued justifiably that any coun-

1hylnnﬁ|¢wm

anticipate a collective coop-
eration in peace enforcement

An enhanced role for peace-
making is expected from the
UN even though this is still a
sensilive area where nations
tend to be protective about

thetr ty and national
. Yet, the UN can play a
role fore any volcano of

armed conllict actually
in cases where 1) the
actually seck help, #f) where
may result
in disrupUon of peace outside
the territorial jurisdiction of
the conllicting states, i#f) in
case of irreeconcilable national
interests the UN inter-
Eou to fend off armed con-
icts till a long term solution
is found.

Disarmament : The UN can
strenglhen the existing multi-
lateral arms control arrange-
ments such as the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty,

" a lower chamber consisting
L]
parties

Bwlogical Weapons Convention
and conclude a convention for

I I ‘.i

The General Assembly

It is asserted that the gen-
eral assembly lacks legitimacy.
This has fafled as a Global
Parliament because bf its weak
composition and voting sys-
tem. It is now as a
mere recommendatory
without any binding force. It is
suggested that an infrastruc-
ture is required to be bufit to
make definitive recommenda-
tions and binding regulations.
To do this, each state should
be represented neot by un-
clected officials but elected
representatives from respec-
tive bureaucracies of each
state,
The structure may also be
changed to form a bicameral
Asscmbly, it is suggested, with
of
representatives elected di-
rectly and in accordance with
each member state's popula-
tion. The present two-third
majority may also be replaced
by a simple majority in each
Chamber which may increase

the assembly's legitimacy.
- Competence in administra-

ties measured through com-
titive exams rather than se-

ing through preference as
is the present trend. Mid ca-

the
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tion to allow cross sectoral de-
velopment and deter "auton-

recr improvements may be omous ficidoms” as well as the

Palestinian refugees already constituted a majority of Jordan's population before the Gulf

War. Since the war ended, most of Kuwait's 400,000 Palestinia
and most have crossed into Jordan. Their arrival

precarious political and economic situation.
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Palestinian diaspora
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will do little to ease current
refugee pressures on King
Hussein's delicately balanced
government. In a "September
speech to the European
Parliament, the king asked for
84 billion to bail his country
out of post-war difficulties.

The monarch painted a
gloomy picture: for the
Europcans. Refugees have
boosted unemployment to 26
per cent of the worklorce
since the Gulf War, and Jordan
has only been able to find work
for five per cent of new ar-
rivals. A third of the Jordanian
population has now slipped
under the poverty line, and
34,000 refugees are still arriv-
ing monthly from the east.

Al Bagaa refugee camp out-
side Amman is where many of
the ncweomers will stop.
Since Fcbruary, the population
of the United Nations-run vil-
lage has swelled from 90,000
to 160,000. Open sewers run
in the camp’s streets and ofli-
cials with the UN Relief and
Wellare Agency say schools are
too crowded to function prop-
erly. Like their Jewish cousins,
Palestinians view education as

ot C

a driving force in their culture,

so the dceprivation is particu-
larly hurtful.

Mousa Elayan, 26 , a
Palestinian and former Kuwaiti
governmenl accountant, says
he was detained by Kuwaiti po-
lice and tortured for several
months because he had been

identified with a left-wing

Palestinian party.

For Elayan, the trek Lo
Jordan strikes an angry chord.
Alter the 1967 war in which
Israel seized the West Bank,
Gaza Strip and Golan Heights,
Elayan's parents fled the West
Bank and walked into Al Bagaa
carrying their child in their
arms. | have been here be-
fore,” Elayan says, surveying
the dusly, crowded eamp to
which [ate has returned him.

Elayan, a supporter of the
Democratic Front for the

Liberation of Palestine (DFLDP),
a Marxist ' group, is bitter

‘about beatings he suffered at
the hands of Kuwaiti authori-
ties. "They hit me with chairs
and tire frons all the time.

. Once, they hung me up by my

thumbs for three days. |1 saw
five of our women raped by

Lhose beasts,” he says, claiming
that one of his tors was
an American who spokc bad
Arabic.

In July, Kuwaiti security
agents forcibly deported

an to Jordan. "They didn't
let me go until | could walk,”
he winces. Now the power-
fully-built Elayan strides
through the dust of Al Bagaa
and glares west: "Jordan is for
me the same jail. I'm broke. All
there is the military. The only
solution is for us to go home
again.”

Elayan no longer lines up
outside the US embassy in
Amman every day in hopes of
getling a visa, "What's the use?
I have no sponsor.” lle sus-
pects he is barred from the US
because of his political affilia-

tions anyway.
US embassy press oflicer

John Owen says there has been
an upsurge in visa applications

by Jordanian passport holders -

since the war ended. One most
mornings hundreds line up be-
fore dawn. Owen confirms that
applications are screened in
Washington (o weed oul
"sympathisers of Saddam
Hussein.”

Sihan Khalid recently ar-
rived in Amman from Kuwailt
Cily. As director of the
Palestinian Women's
Commission in Kuwait, she had
shown a group of US human
rights lawyers around Kuwait
City in July. In September, po-
lice summoned her for ques-
tioning. Three days later she

was deportied, with no expla- -

nation. "They even tried to
take my jewellery at the air-
port,” she recalls.

Now Khalid is bunking in an
uncle's spare room, a pro-
nounced step down from the
spacious apartment where she
lived until July. Like Elayan,
Khalid's uprooting has stirred
a burning desire to return' to
Palestine. "licre it is, the end

LT —

rencies. But, with pain we note
that no government so far has
taken any fruitful step to con-
struct the all important road.
Did they fail to understand the
importance of a sea-port? Nepal
is suffering a lot for having no
sca-port, whereas we have
blessed with such a nice sea-
port at Mongla, near the ground
Sundarbans. It is regrettable
that our governments so far
gave us more political sensa-
tions than thrill of construetive
action. Many important things
bearing greater national inter-
est have remained neglected.
Why should we need to write
about it? Is not it known to the
government that the second
sea-port of the country deserves
consideration on priority basis?
It is now hoped that good
sense will prevail and Dhaka-

Mawa-Tekerhat-Go -Moll-
ahat-Fakirhat-Mongla Road will
soon be completed. Let us see
deeds, not hear falks. ;
F.M.A. Matin
Mirpur, Dhaka

Campus violence

Sir, The Leader of the
Opposilion and the Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina on
October 30 announced on the
floor of the Parlilament sus-
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pension of all activities of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) on the DU campus for an
indefinite period. This deci-
sion definitely possesses merit
toward curbing violence on
the campus. But | am afraid,
this decision only might not
help BCL avoid shouldering re-
sponsibility for any future
campus violence |

Meanwhile we sincerely
hope that the AL/ BCL will be
aclive in translating the deci-
sion into reality by contribut-
ing eflectively in ending all
sorts of violence.

On the other hand, we ex-
pect that the Chairperson of
the ruling party and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
will take appropriate decision
to balance the situation in
order to avoid any new prob-
lem.

We want that campus vio-
lences be stopped once for all
and we welcome any step from
any quarter towards this end.
M. Zahidul 1aque
"‘Assistan( sor,
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute, Dhaka.

Delight in disorder

Sir, | am elated when some-

wrong stand to move me an

inch, but fails. | am enchanted
when | see, because of my inno-
cence, somebody's plot [alls flat
before his expectation. | am

congratulatory to the slinking of

a dubious beloved. | give a radi-
ant smile to the people who
weep with one eye and smile

with the other. There is grin of |

derision when [ see the syco-
hants misguide the boss with
t Hes. | laugh at the rev-
erend landlord does not
behave in soclally f#pproved
ways. | am gratified with the
leftover. | am rapturous with
the false case filed against me. |
am in euphoria when obsessive
remembering and memory trig-
ger tears. | can bear up well

against "the slings and arrows of
ou

trageous fortune”, | am com-
fortable with loneliness. | am
only hall way down the life. |
become an increasingly reticent
man to bear the whips and

- scorns of time. So, | do not like

to take my shirt off and show

you the scars. Not that | am |

striving for perfection to reach
excellence. Afterall, 1 am not a
Job of the scripture. Nothing
but the truth is that | get de-
light in disorder.

K.S. Nazmul Hasan

body takes lot of troubles from a Dhanmond{, Dhaka

ns have been forced to flee,
is straining the kingdom's already-

of the 20th century, and we
don't have a homeland yet,”
she says wearily.

One Jordanian city where
Palestinians have concentrated
is Zarga, 30 miles northwest of
Amman. Sometimes dubbed
Little Palestine, it is a gritty,
overcrowded place wit
strects named for West Bank
villages. Some 80,000 refugee
[amilics have piled into Zarga
since the Gull War, living in
their cars and in half-finished
hovels on the dry hillsides.
The influx has 's schools
and ‘hospitals bursting. Public
transportation is so burdened

that it takes hours just to go to

the downtown business dis-
trict.

A flamboyantly-dressed
Palestinian woman grumbles
that the water truck used to
come every three days but now
is limited to once-weekly dis-

tribution. She says her name s

The Burily Star 4

in the Post Cold War Era

by Naeela K. Sattar

!
l
:

;

;
5
¥

|

:
#
i?

The
ognize a normative
creale a

.1
l

!

|

5
i

g

+
l
i

5

il
n

|
:

i

j
i

h

I
!
|

i

!

|
!

ge
8
=

i
l.

:

:

58 %
i
e
3

!
|

|
|

|
!

!

i
llﬂ
i
|
l

i
:
!
i

I
‘)
i
:

1]
i
}i
!

i
t
E

|

i

-1
AL
e¥s5e

:
i

$il
i

;
3

X
i
g
v
g

il

fm 70, I'll

be

kill anyone who helps
The latest round of

inspires little

extended tour of the Middle
East

Prostitutes Need Rehabilitation
Six

years alter the tragic
death of Sabmeher, a poor vil-
lage girl of 13 years, in
Tanbazar brothel of Nara-
yangang, the demand for
removal of the brothels again
gained grodnd recently., A
clash took place the other day
between the agitators and po-
lice on the issue at the same
venue.

It is true that prostitution is
a mean 'profession’ certainly
devoid of social recognition
and also a hateful offence pun-
ishable by 'Shariah’ law. But
Islam perhaps does not permit
such 'abolition of the prosti-
tutes' as demanded by the ac-
tivists of so called Unislamic
Activities Resistance
Committee. Islam is a religion
of peace, logic and tolerance.
The demand for abolition of
prostitutes without provision
of their proper rehabilitation is
not justifiable. Rather, it is
crueity and denial of their fun-
damental rights to live.

It should remember very
carefully that Islam do pre-
scribe punishment for vices
like adulteration and thefl etc,
but certainly not before fulfill-
ment of fundamental needs
like food, shelter, clothing and
marriage etc. In this connec-
tion | may refer to a story re-
lating to theft committed dur-
ing the reign of Hazrat Omar
(R) : It was reported to Omar
(R) that some boys in service
of Hatib Ibn Abi Balta's had
stolen the she-camel of a man
from the tribe of Muznah.
When Omar (R) questioned the
boys they admitted the thefl.
So he ordered their hands to
be cut. But on second thought
he said, "By God, | would cut
their hands if | did not know
that you employ these boys and
starve them so that would
be permitted to eat thdl which
is prohibited unto them.” Then
he addressed their employer
saying, "By God, since | have
not cut their huﬁt; | am -l}:l‘
to penalise with a fine
shall pain ﬁ and he ordered
him to pay double the of
the she-camel. (lslam the
Misunderstood Religion).

This episode fllusirates a
very clear and express princi-
ple; punishment will not be in-

flicted where there are cir-
cumstances which impelled
one to commit crime. Hazrat
Omar (R) did not carry oul the
punishment prescribed for
theft Ii:utﬂnz:&mhnnd] during
the year of when there
was some doubt that people
might be impelled to theft by
h )

- From the above examples it
'may be said that the present
movement against the prosti-
tutes of N jang sans
vision ol alternative live

is quite unjustified and an act
that Islam, under the present
circumstance, does not ap-
prove.

As an individual | hate
prostitution but not exactly the
prostitutes who were com-
pelled to be there due to
hunger and starvation or
pushed there by social injus-
tice or kidnapped and sold to
brothels. They are very much
the victims and product of the
society, | believe, saner people
would always advocate for their
proper social and financial re-
habilitation, because are
also human beings like us.

The prostitutes expressly
said in the recent press con-
ference that were ready
to return to normal life if they
are so allowed by the govern-
ment and society. So, it is the
duty of the present democratic

gwmmcnl to genuinely reha-
litate: them and also that of
the social leaders to help them
return o normal life through
all possible ways. |

The very existence of pros-
titution is not a sign of healthy
society, nor does it increase
the prestige of the munl:yh.‘l
disagree with the nation “h
“prostilulion is a necessary
and it maintains social bal-
ance.”

In fine | would suggest that
the government may set up
some nt (or such feasi-
ble) industries in
and clsewhere in the country
to financially rehabilitate the
prostitutes and the social lead-
ers create humane feelings for
them through the media so
that they can be socially reha-
bilitated, oo,

Md. Ekramullahil Kafl
Zigatola, Dhaka.
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