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Unreal Scenes of

evacuccs, the mudflow threat
may last for years.
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NOW OR NEVER FOR PARK IN AMAZONIA

AV1 Yanomami has

little to celebrate

concerning the fate of
his people. A tireless defender
of Brazil's remote Yanomami
Indians, he is deeply worried
by delays in the creation of
Yanomami Park, a tract of
Amazonian rainforest vital to

Landowners, the military.
politicians and mining com-
panies have mounted massive

n to the park. Davi
now fears that if the park is
not in place before the .United
Nations Conference on the
Environment and Development
in Rio de Janeiro next June, it
may never be created.

An estimated 10.000
Yanomami live in the northern
Brazillan states ol Roraima and
Amazonas. and in southern
Venezuela. They are one ol the
most recent and largest Indian
groups to come i(nto contact
with the outside world.

The plight of the Yanomami
has attracted widespread in-
ternational concern as small-
scale miners — or garimpeiros
— from southern Brazil have
invaded their lands in search

of gold. At the height of the

Yanomami gold rush in 1989,
more than 8,000 miners in-
vaded Yanomami territory.
building 100 airstrips to ferry
in fuel, food and mining

equipment.

They brought with them
disease, alcohol and prostitu-
tion, polluted the forest and
rivers with their destructive
mining rations and all but

the Yanomami cul-
ture and will to live.

A motion to crealte
Yanomami Park was first de-
creed in 18985 but it has never
been enacted. Brazilian
President Fernando Collor de
Mello. who was elected 19
months ago, has stated his
support for the park and taken
some steps toward its creation.

Sydney Possuclo, the me-
dia-conscious official he. ap-
pointed to head Brazil's Indian
agency. FUNAI, has a reputa-
tion as a defender of Indian
rights. Possuelo adopted a pol-
icy of blocking ofl all main air-
ports to the garimperos. Only
500 are said to remain on
Yanomami land. FUNAI's re-
cently published proposal for
the Yanomami Park, which is
endorsed by the Yanomami
themselves, would take in
9.419.108 hectares in
Amazonas and Roraima.

But opposition has been

th:ring: forece. Otltomar de

uza Pinto, GCGovernor of
Roraima state — which would
lose 45 per cent of its territory
to the park — has personally
paid bail for jafled garimpeiros.
Amazonas Governor Gilberto
Mestrinho opposes a. park
which. he says. would "creale
an enclave ..., where Amazon's

prime gold deposits are.”

The most aggressive stance
has come from the military.
Military sources such as
Antenor de Santa Cruz, com-
mander of the Amazon, have

pledged to fight any defence of
the “environment and minori-

ties and “occupy the
(Yanomami) area rather than
give it up.” .

Those opposing the park
have’ resurrected an old but
powerful paranoia — that for-
eign powers arc trying to in-
ternationalise the Amazon. A
Parliamentary Commission of
Ingquiry into
Internationalisation of the

iguay

Urug

Amazon has beensct up to in-
vestigatc any moves o prolect
Indians or the environment.

The commission argues Lthal
such moves are little more
than ploys to disguise foreign
intercst in the Amazon's vast
natural resources. The
Yanomami Park. the commis-
sfon says. is just the first step

in creating a scparate Indian
nation.

Huge wvested interests in
Brazil support this stance.
Paranapancema. a mining com-
pany which accounts for 60
per cent ol Brazil's mineral
exports, is trying to gain con-
trol over all garimpeciro mines
in Yanomami territory. Dozens
of other companics arc seck-

ing mining concessions.

Federal Justice Minister
Jarbas Passarinho, an outspo-
ken opponent of the park.
must approve a budget for the
next stage ol the Brazilian gov-
ernment's Opcration Free
Jungle. a programme aimed at
moving garimpeiros [rom
Indian territory. But
Passarinho has called for a new
study of the territory to be set
aside for the Yanomami. and
argucs the arca rescrved for
the Indians can be reduced
since so many have already
been killed by disease.

Even a much-reduced terri-
tory may ofler no security to
the Yanomami. In late
Scplember in a meeting with
Collor. Passareinho insisted
that mining should be allowed
within the Yanomami Park.
Moreover, Lhe Brazilian
Congress is considering a bill
to authorisec construction of a
6.929-kilomelre road encir-
cling the entirc Amazon rain-
forest region of Brazil, just in-
side the country’'s north and
weslern borders. Called the
"Translrontier.” the road
would picerce the heart of the
proposed park and pass
through 21 other national

parks, reserves and indigenous
arcas.

On a recent trip to Britain
to celebrate the 59th anniver-
sary of Oxfam, Davi Yanomami
warned that the road would
bring "colonists and death to
my people.” And he spoke of
the fll-fated Perimetral ‘Norte
road which penetrated the
Yanomami area in the carly
Seventies, bringing flu and
measles which decimated vil-
lages in the vicinity of the
road. The project eventually
ran out of . Today only
small abandoned sections of
the road remain.’
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Davi Yanomami

Brazil's remote Yanomami Indians, devastated by
killings and disease, are losing faith in a promise by
the government of President Fernando Collor that a
park will be created to protect their way of life.
Already 18 months have passed since Collor made
the promise, and the idea faces growing resistance
from Brazil's powerful military, landowners and
miners. As Gemini News Service reports,
indigenous leader Davi Yanomami now believes that
if no park is created before next year's United
Nations environment summit in Rio de Janeiro, the
idea will be doomed. by Damien Lewis

proposing another (ill-con-
cefved project. when there is
no moncy and when it will only
bring death and destruction to
" The

strategic purposes and appears
to be a military ploy to
"defend” the Amazon against
those who wish to preserve it

A confidential leaked
from the Ministry J‘l.llﬂ::ﬂl;
Brazil's most ougu-
ncws paper, ll‘:ml“n de Sao
Paulo, states that the real mo-
tive underlying the Brazilian
government's declared inten-
tion to demarcate Yanomami
land is overseas propaganda
aimed at countering negative
publicity during the build-up
the UN conference in Rio next
year.

A poll by the Folha sug-
gests B6 per cent of Sao
Paulo’'s urban residents want
"indigenous land to be pre-
scrved, even ([ it s important
to national development.”

Il the Yanomami Park is not
crcated in the run-up to the
confercnce, while the public
and politiclans are paying un-
prcecedented attention to enwvi-
ronmental {issues, Davli
Yanomami believes he stands
little chance of ever succeed-
ing nst the forces that op-
pose him in Brazil. — GEMINI
NEWS
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Respect and care for the

This principle reflects the
duty of care for other people
and other forms of life, now
and in the future. It is an ethi-
cal principle. It means that de-
velopment should not be at the
expense of other ups or
later generations. We should
aim to share fairly the benefits
and costs of resource use and
environmental conservation
among different communities
and interest groups. among

people who are poor and those ©f living, political freedom,
who are aflluent. and betwecn aranteed human righl:s and
our generation and those who, freedom from violence.

Devclopment is real only if it
makes our lives better in all
these respects. :

Conserve the Earth's vitality
and diversity

Conservation-based devel-
opment needs to include de-
liberate action to protect the
structure, functions and diver-
sity of the world's natural sys-

will come after us.

| All life on earth is part of
one great interdependent sys-
tem, which influences and de-
pends on the non-living com-
ponents of the planet — rocks,
soils, water and afr. Disturbing
one part of this biosphere can
| affect the whole. Just as human
societies are interdependent

CARING FOR THE EARTH

recy-
by switching to re-

ractices is essential if
is to sustain billions

people in future, and

| Ministry

The Roofrof Africa

HE "Last Water Point” on
Mount Point® on Mount

Kilt m was dry
when Major-Gencral Mrisho
Sarakikya led a group of
lomats to conquer “the roofl

Alrica” carlicr this ycar.

Tanzanian Amba-
ssador o Nigeria, has climbed
Alrica’'s highest peak — 5,895
meters (19,340 M) — 30 times.
But he has never before found
the stream dry.

“There is serious, pro-
longed drought on the moun-
tain, something which was not
there when | started climbing
the mountain in the carly
1960s8," said Ambassador

Two hydrologists in the
0¥Wat:r. Energy and
Mincrals, Said Faraji and Julius
Sermet, belicve that the cause
of the reduced water flows on
the mountain is not climate
but rapid run-off as a result of
the loss of trees and plants.

They have urged the gov-
ernment to rcinforce laws
against farming and tree-cut-
ting in arcas around walcr
sources.,

Population growth has led
to a drive to bring more land
into cultivation. In Rombo dis-
trict, Commissioner Filemon
Shelutete says the population
growth rate is 3.3 per cent a
ycar, which would lcad to a
doubling of population in lcss
than 20 yecars.

Nine Principles for
Sustainable Living

Unlike plants, fish or soil, they
cannot be used sustainably.
However, their "life" can be ex-
tended, for example, by
cling, by using less of a re-.
source to make a particular
product, or
newable substitutes where
possible. Widespread adoption
of such
the

more
give everyone a life of decent

promote values that support
the new ethic and dtsmura%:
those that are incompatibie
with a sustainable way of life.
Information must be dissemi-
nated through
formal educational systems so
that the policies and actions
needed for the survival and
well-being of the world's soci-
eties can be explained and un-
derstood.

formal and in-

arise. It must be adaptive, con-

| of human life. It is a

and future generations are af-
fected by our present actions,
so the world’ of nature is in-
creasingly dominated by our
behaviour. It is a matter of
ethics as well as practicality to
manage development so that it
does not threaten the survival
of other species, or eliminate
their habitats. While our sur-
vival depends on the use of
other species, we need not an
should not use them cruelly or
wastefully.

Improve the quality of
human life

The real aim of develop-
ment is to improve the quality
process
that enables human beings to
realize their potential, build
self-confidence and lead lives
of dignity and fulfillment.
Economic growth is an 1mror
tant component of develop-
ment, but it cannot be a goal in
Iud;r:lrunitpunhﬂcﬂ-
nitely. Altho le differ
in the goals ﬂ ﬂpmuu sct
for t, some are vir-
tually universal. These include
a long and healthy life, educa-
tion, access to resources

seded for a decent standard

tems, on which our species ut-
terly depends. This requires us
to:

Conserve life-support systems
: These are the ecological
processes that keep the planet
fit for life. They shape climate,
cleanse air and water, regulate

~water flow., recycle essential

elements, create and regener-
ate soil, and enable ecosystems
to rencw themselves; |
Conserve biodiversity.. This
includes not only all species of

plants, animals and other or- -

ganisms, but also the range of
genetic stocks within each
species, and the variety of
ecosystems;

Ensure that uses of .
able resources are

Renewable resources include
soil, wild and domesticated

~ \organisms, forests, rangelands,

cultivated land and the marine
and freshwater ecosystems

that support fisheries. A use is
sustainable if it is within the
resource's capacity for re-
newal.
Minimize the depletion of
non-renewable resources
Minerals. oil, gas and coal
are effectively non-renewable.

quality.

Keep within the Earth's

Precise definition is diffi-
cult, but there are finite Hmits
te the "carrying capacity” of
the Earth's ecosystems — to
the impacts that they and the
biosphere as a whole can with-
stand without dangerous dete-
rioration. The limits vary from
region to region, and the im-
pacts depend on how many
people there are and how
much food, water, energy and
raw materials each uses and
wasters. A few people consum-
ing a lot can caus¢ as much
damage as a lot of people con-
suming a little. Policies that
bring human numbers and life-
styles into balance with na-
ture's capacity must be devel-
oped alongside technologies
that enhance that capacity by

careful management.

Change personal attitudes
and practices
To adopt the ethic for living
sus . people must re-ex-
amine their values and alter
their behaviour. Society must

Most of the creative and
productive activities of indi-
viduals or groups take place in
communities. Communities
and citizen's groups provide
the most readily accessible
means for people to take so-
cially valuable action as well as
to express their concerns.
Properly mandated, empow-
ered and informed communi-
ties can contribute to deci-
sions that affect them and play
an indispensable part in creat-
ing a securely-based sustain-
able society.

! & ;
work for integrating develop-

ment and conservation

All societies need a founda-
tion of information and knowl-
edge, a framework of law and
institutions, and consistent
economic and social polices if
they are to advance in a ra-
tional way. A national pro-
gramme for achieving sustain-
ability should involve all inter-
ests, and seck to identify and

Begins to Dry up

By Lucas Lukumbo
Luka Prospa Shao says his
10-member ly have only

1.6 hectares (four acres) ol
land, and have lo travel scveral
kilometres to find pasture for
their two cows and six goats.

He says it will be difficult
for his children to find land In
the Kilimanjaro area and that
youngsiers are migrating to
the towns "because they can't
find a place to cultivate here.
There they are chased and
forced to return home, some-
times with police escort. It's
pitiful.”

The Kilimanjaro Regional
Agriculture and Livestock
Development Officer, Dr
Abraham Mcjooli, sasy the
middle zone of the wvolcanic
mouniain, 800-1,500 meicrs
(2,625-4, 921 ft) above sea
level, is “the center of the
whole problem.” It is the most
hcavily populated arca, where
pcople grow coflce, bananas
and beans and rear livestock.

Kilimanjaro Regional Forest
Officer Isara Danicl says that
Rombo is in danger of becom-
ing too dry becausc its 46 wa-
ter sources arc threatened by
the rapid pacec of deforesiation.

And as water sourccs in the
lower zones dry up, in turn
diminishing trce and pasture
growth, pecople move up the
mountain in scarch of water

prevent problems before they

tinually redirecting its course
in response to experience and
to new needs. National mea-
sures should :

® treat each region as an
integrated system, taking
account of the interactions
among land. air, water,
organisms and human ac-
tivities:

® recognize that each sys-
tem influences and is in-
fluenced by larger and
smaller systems —
whether ecological, eco-
nomic, social or political;

® consider people as the

central element in the
system, evaluating the so-
cial, economiec, technical
and political factors that

affect how they use natural
resources:

® relate economic policy to

environmental
capacity; ;
® increase the benefits ob-
tained from each stock of
resources;
® promote technologies that
use resources more effi-
ciently;
®  ensure that resource users
pay the full social costs of
the benefits they enjoy.
Create a global alliance
No nation today is self-suffi-
cient. If we are to achieve
global sustainability a firm al-
liance must be established
among all countries. The levels
of development in the world
are unequal, and the lower-in-
come countries must be
helped to develop sustainably
and protect their environmen-
tal. Global and shared re-
sources, especially the atmo-
sphere, oceans and shared
ecosystems, can be ma
only on the basis of common
purpose and resolve. The ethic
of care applies at the interna-
tional as well as the national
and individual levels. All na-
tions stand to gain from
worldwide sustainability — and
are threatened if we fail to at-
tain it

carrying

supplics — as wcll as trees,
honecy, pasture and animals.
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Alter three or four years,
government takes the plo
back and plants ncw trees.

But the farmers find it diM-
cult to return the land. Said
one: "Handing over he [arm fs
{:;tﬂllke handing over your

to Satan.”

Isara Danicl admits that
there are not enough loaned
sites lo accommodate the
growing population: "A month
never passcs without a conflict
between our forest guards and
the local people over the re-
stricted strip.”

District Administration land
and water conscrvation spe-
cialists say that deforestation
and cultivation without mea-
surcs to prevent run-ofl are
causing landslides. note
that last scason the staple
maize crop was dcstroyed in
parts of Rombo by rainwater
rushing down the bare moun-
tainside.

They say that in the areas of
Mengwe, Mkuu and Mashati,
groundnut yiclds were halved
and sesame output fell 30 per
cent because of damage from
rushing water, which uprooted
20 per cent of coffee trees and
10 per cent of banana trees.

Regional Administration
Officer Francis Mwanga says a
long-term answer would be re-
settlement to less densely
populated areas: "With popula-
tion growth of 3.3 per cent a
year, improving agricultural

methods should go hand-in-
hand with a resettlement pro-
m e

The idea is not new. Under
a programme launched in
1988, rcsidents from the
Kilimanjaro region were to be
moved to Morogoro region
some 700 kilometres (310
miles) south.

"Almost all resettled people

recturned to thejr homeland

after a short time.”
Factors included siting the

scitlers too far from the

population, increasing their
vulnerability to damage by an-
imals and pests.

In addition, says returnece
Adam Msuya, local people were
jealous of the success of some
of the new arrivals, and stole
their belongings and crops.

On official said that there
had been political confliet be-
tween the two author-
ities, and that the Morogoro
administration was pressured
give land

up all the land which
belonged to the children of the
original irhabitants.

As a result, mass

was stopped, m

initiatives were . The

official said that newcomers
have to ask for membership of |
their adopted village and are’
then "screened.” This can take
a year or two, "so rather than

wnlt:lrﬁ time, they g0 back to

their

environmentally
fragile mmh.'! PANOS



