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Crackdown on Smuggling

We welcome the government's decision to
crackdown on smuggling which has, according to
government oflicials, become a severe threat to
industry, trade and revenue earning — in short,
the whole economy. What, however, we fall to un-
derstand is the need for this warning. According
to a decision of a high-level inter-agency meeting
convened by the Finance Minister, the anti-
smuggling campaign Is to start from Ist
December — a good twenty days away from the
day of the decision. Conventional wisdom says
that thieves and law breakers must be caught in
the act. To achieve that the element of surprise is
most essential. Here, however, we see that ample
wamning is being given to the smugglers to dis-
pose of their goods. The idea, we guess, is that
we allow them to benefit from their nefarious act
this time round. In the hope that they will be
good boys in the future. The approach is a bit

unusual, to say the least.

The Home Minister — the person in charge of
enforcing the law of the land — has himself ad-
mitted that "smuggling business has virtually
taken over genuine business in Chittagong.” We
are therefore forced to asked as to why did the
government wait — till genuine business was vir-
tually wiped out — before starting the crackdown,
and that also with a nearly two-week long warn-
ing? In mentioning specific measure that were
being taken to curb smuggling the Home
Secretary said that a "list” of these traders In
contraband were being prepared in each district.
We can't help asking the obvious question that if
the identity of the smugglers are so well-known
as to enable the law enforcing bodies to make a
"Iist”, then why are they not being arrested, or
cases being lodged against them. As is obvious,
the statements made in the inter-agency meeting
by senior government officials have left many
_questions unanswered.

As crackdowns go, we have seen quite a few. In
fact they have been regular features of all past
governments. How will this move be different, or
more effective? One major reason for the failure
of the past attempts has been political influence
peddling. The high level connection of those who
flood the market with contraband goods has
thwarted past attempts (o prevent these enemies
of the country from continuing to operate. A very
important challenge lies before the ruling party,
that is to make sure that the anti-smuggling drive
remains free from political influence. The
Finance Minister said "The biggest input in de-
velopment and democracy are good governance
and enforcement of law and order”. The ball.
therefore, is squarely in the court of the ruling
party to show that they are capable of providing
good governance. A successful anti-smuggling
drive will help to prove that the government can
be eflective when it wants to. We must spare no
efforts to put a stop to the {llegal trade and finally
give our genuine businessmen a chance to do
well.

Bad Cinema, Dying Cinemas

Cultured people, men and women of refined
taste and especially those involved in the film so-
ciety movement have almost written off our
home-grown efforts in film making. They have
every reason to do that. The last movie that one
with any sensibility whatsoever can sit out was
produced perhaps a decade back. All the rest that
run up to any number of hundreds is a fare suffi-
cient to shame any nation that cares for such
things as art and deeper pinions life and society.

It has to be said in defence of the very unten-
able situation of our films that it is the host of
problems and challenges more than any artistic
or creative persuasion that shape the tenor and
temper of our [ilms — and that we hardly feel or
care about those problems. |

A news report published in this paper on
Monday says that cinema halls in Dinajpur are fac-
Ing certain closure. The situation must be about
the same in almost all the towns. The competi-
tion from television and then from the video cas-
settes is overwhelming enough. To that has been
added the factor of unending series of television
cinema coming from across the border — all of
them so very enticing. These factors have joined
to keep the prospective filmlover away from the
road of the cinema houses.

A special factor is now at work in Dinajpur and
other northern towns. There is at the present
moment simply no money with the cinema going
classes — owing to reasons very much evident:
Floods and resultant low agricultural production.

The cinemas are fighting against all these odds
Lo ensure at best a measly existence. The atro-
cious things move across our silver screens are
but one unmistakable, and perhaps inescapable,
reflection of the cinemas trying to go to the lim-
its to live. Sex and violence come easy as life

buoys.

The cinema was supposed to be the best and
most effective educator in our country of about a
hundred million {lliterate people. We have abused
that potential beyond any measure of recovery. All
our instruments of progress we are blunting into
suicidal poison. Let the cinema hall situation
Occasion a good stock taking of our overall
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emphasis should be lnid on the
growth of export-oriented
industries, it should also be a
pro for the planners
and the financing institutions

where necessary, at unn:
level as well. It may
expected that if policies are
framed ra and imple-
mented judiciously in these
directions, our economy can
be comfortably self-rellant
SOON.

After our independence
industrial units have been set
up in many sectors. But as
compared o the cost involved,
it is difficult to say 10 what ex-
tent real industrial develop-
ment has taken place. On
whale, the contribution of in-
dustrial sector to the GNP is
far away from what was ex-
pecied to generate. Many units
have become sick leading to
wastage of installed productien

capacity.
According to some assess-

ment industrial credit was not
properly distributed. In many
cases, industrial loans were
nol properly utilised by the in-
dustrial sponsors. Lack of
credit supervision and dishon-
esty of concerned parties, di-
version of funds and in many
cases unforeseen and uncon-
trollable external factors frus-
trated the main objectives of
the credit agencies, estab-
lished by the Government en-
trusting them with the express
obligations. However, it will
not be wise to say that all offi-
cials or all industrialists were
insincere and dishonest.
Nevertheless, truth remains
that in the process of credit
distributfon some entre-
preneurs became richer, some
became poorer and again some
are about to extinct.

The present democratic
Government is committed to

TREET vendors still
sell the occasional ha-
mmer and sickle flag,
but there are growing signs
that Vietnam’'s devotion to
Marxism-Leninism is waning
in the wake of sweeping
changes in the Soviet Union.
"We are still waiting for the
sccond revolution,” said an old
banner salesman in the capi-
tal's Hang Bong street, lit by
kerosene lamps and bustling
with bicycles and pushcarts.
Falling sales of Lenin but-
tons has been another imme-
diate consequence of the
Soviet shake-up. The stoic gaze
of communism's greatest revo-
lutionary is rarely seen peer-
ing from lapels these days.
Communist party officials
who were ini shocked and
muted when they learned of
major setbacks to communism
in Moscow, have begun scram-
bling to guard agairist similar
events ove their party.
“They called us for a special
meeting to say they were dis-

appointed with events in the
Soviet Union,"” said a young ho-
tel worker who had to attend a
special seminar. "They said
they will make sure the same
thing does not happen here.”
But even before the fall of

address.
Flood management

Sir, This refers to the news
item captioned "Feasibility of
flood management pilot pro-
ject undertaken” published in
The Daily Star of October 22.
There certain things are not
clear, and | have some confu-
sions, for which | would re-
quest for clarification by the
concerned authorities.

First, the term ‘feasibility of
pilot project’ itself is not clear.
Pilot projects in fact aim at
determining the feasibility of
different approaches for devel-
opment. Again 'nine months
feasibility study' is a confusion.
How the authorities are certain
to have a flood in nine months
if that doesn't naturally occur
within the period?

Should we really need to
manage flood or we should try
to manage our water re-
sources? | understand that we
should manage water re-
sources in such a way that the
waler causes less harm and do
more good to us. | feel that to
make the programme com-
prehensive and more appeal-
ing to the people, it may be

led as "development of inte-
grated land use planning"
which would ensure best use of
land for the socio-economic
uplift and environmental ame-
lioration. By this it is not nec-
essarily meant that ture

l.e. seasonal crops like paddy, |
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" that if not all, most

people. Whi

agencics and iIn-
stead, small scale indusiries,

physical
components of an industrial

unit viz land, and ma-
chinery vis-a-vis furids
to create those, and
also the men behind the pro-
ject. The sickness may origi-
nate from the under men-
tioned factors, or any one or a
combination of the same.

Delay in implementation of
the project (in technical term,
called "time over-run”) and the
accumulation of interest and
various charges (mostly on
mr:nﬂguund basis) which may be
attributable to the following : 1)
delay in procuring or develop-
ing pm}ﬁ:t land; i) procure-
ment of an excessively larger
land than what is actually re-
quired, blocking funds without
any benefit, and this contribut-
ing to making the cost of pro-
duction higher; iif) construc-
tign of too costly and too large
buildings (for office, installing

Vietnam
the Communist Party in
Mos¢ow, the Vietnamese
Communist Party's had
been severely tainted by its
own admission of major eco-
nomic policy f[ailures.

Ordinary Vietnamese from
North and South interviewed
in the last. month sed
the view that the communist
ideology, always a vague and
imported theory for the ma-
jority of the population, was on
retreat.

“We are also like the
Russians,” said a painter in one
of Hanof's many tiny household
galleries. "we want to live free
without dictates. We want
democracy. Before, we said the

world but didn't know what it
meant.”

Though the government has

- been hesitant to comment on

the vast ¢ in Moscow, it
has allowed the news of events
there to be fully reported in its
own press, often quoting from
Western news services.
Millions more listen to
analysis of foreign events by
tuning in to the British
Broadcasting Corporation's
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ute even fish all will be
ted over the project area.
All opportunities existing over
the project area will have to be
examined properly from social,
economic, financial and envi-
ronmental points of view and
the best alternatives to be cho-
sen. The outcome of such
study may bear indication for
cultivation of paddy and jute. It
may be only storage of water
and fish cultivation or it ma
be storage of water for irriga-
tion of paddy only. Even it may
be dairy or horticulture or

-forestry or it be a
combination of some nd -

system
could be improved through
controlled drainage and em-
bankment. | am sorry to say
are
very much aware of the fact
that controlled drainage and
embankment can improve
flood control system. The
question may be that the
mechanism of drainage system
may need be improved for bet-
ter flood control. However,
this needs clarification. It is a
pity that because of un ned
mmn of dams flood
con water stagnation is
caused.

It is stated that sluice gate

and drains will be used in the

by A K A Firoze Noon

machinery, storage of raw-ma-
terials and finished goods etc.)
— both investment of
excessive funds under the
equity and the loan, involving
both time to procure the funds
and avoidable cost therefor: iv)
sometimes selection of unsuit-
able land/project site and
wrong/defective bullding lay-
out plans — and subsequent
need for change and alteragion,
causing wastage of scarce
money and time; v) delay in
selection of machinery through
any institutional procedure or
even al the behest of the spon-
sors themselves; vi) delay in
placing orders for the machin-
ery; vil) delay in ship-
ment/deltvery of the machin-
ery: vili) sometimes, change of
suppliers after placement of
lopening of L/Cs) either
due 1o inability /unwillingness
of the suppliers or due to
change of mind of sponsors for
replaci the suppliers; ix)
supply of defective/imbalanced
machinery and equipment, re-
quiring replacement/ pro-
curement of missing/ addi-
tional machinery/equipment;
x) delay inproviding stipulated
(sometimes may be more)
equity funds in t time; xi)
:: in releasing funds by the
/financial institution, as-
suming that sponsors became
cligible to there disbursements
in time. xii) unusually long
time in completing installation
of the machinery and under-
taking the trial run, due to de-
lay in arrtval from aboard of the
engineers /lechnicians for the
said work: xiff) delay in arrang-
ing the technical hands for
running the plant; xtv) delay in
getting connection of all re-
uired utilities/infrastructural
ities; xv] natural calamities
and political unrest both
within our country and also in
the country from where the
machinery are imported.
Inability of the sponsors to
invest adequale working capi-
tal funds from their own
sources or to procure it from
the commercial bank immedi-
ately after the implementation
of the project s over;
Incapability of the plant and
machinery to produce right
type of produet(s) (i.c.of the
squired gquality) and/or inca-

pability of the t and ma-
chinery to p the goods
(and services) in the quantum
as was visualized (estimated)
while working out the financial
viability (projection of prof-
itability) of the project [i.e.
production capacity); When
the market is with ex-
cessive supply of the same
product (s), may be of better
quality and lesser prices:
Unusual fluctuation in the rates
of exc | cur-
rency other foreign ex-
changes) and inability (or ab-
sence of possibility for) of the
borrowers to bring about re-
quired adjustment in the
prices of their product(s);
Increase in the of raw-
materials (and also spares etc.)
and absence of possibility to
increase the prices of the
products because of keen mar-
ket competition; Increase in
prices (costs) of utilities like
clectricity, gas etc. and ab-
sence of scope to increase the
prices of the products:
Unusual rises (increases) in
wages and salaries, taxes/
duties etc, which can't be
adjusted with the product
prices; In cases of export
products, lack of demand and
decrease in prices; In cases of
products for local consump-
tion, lack of sufficient demand
due to poor purchasing capac-
ity, strained economic condi-
tion, unemployment etc, and
in line with the situation, the
adverse market situation may
also exist due to availability in
the market of the products
through unauthorized channels
(these are generally available at
lower prices, quality being su-
perjor to that of our domestic
praducts); Sometimes, the
some sponsors go to imple-
ment/run too many pro-
jects /schemes, industrial or
trading/commercial and these
make the main project
sick duet to so many [actors;
Absence of required ma -
ment and technical know
and the resultant ment
problems, and inability to find
oul proper solution for the
technical difficulties. Here,
intention of the sponsors also
count very much in all related
aspects and from the side of
the financiers, lack/absence of

The demise of communism in the Soviet
Union is taking its toll on Vietnam's own
shaky allegiance to Marxism. Philip
Smucker reports from Hanoi.

(BBC) reports.

In the ancient royal capital
of Hue, formerly part of South
Vietnam, a government official,
alert to the changes in the
Soviet Union, lashed out at the
stubbomness of his own party.

"The citizens of Hue are
like the river here, calm and
going with the flow on the out-
side, but underneath, there is
great turbulence,” said the
long-standing member of the
city's people’'s committee.

Outside a dance hall in Da
Nang, once a major US gov-
ernment airbase and even now
an escape for the fun-loving
and free-wheeling, a young
ticket salesman said the city of
half a million was abuzz with
news of communism's demise.
- "People say Gorbachev is a
respected world leader, so
now is the time for the rest of

the communist world to follow
his lead,” he said.

While disdain for strict
authoritarianism (s growing in
the countryside, orthodox
Marxists in Hanoi insist com-
munism will weather this lat-
est storm.

"If something is wrong with
Marxism-Leninism, we want
discussion in order to perfect
it,” said Col. Hai, executive
editor of the pro-government
Quan Dai Nhan Dan newspaper
in Hanoi.

"It is not easy for it to col-
lapse overnight, it is a creative
and scientific masterpiece,” he
said.
Hanoi's disdain for democ-
racy factions in the Soviet
Union echoes the Chinese
claims in 1989 that only a
handful of pro-democracy
demonstrators were behind
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project. This does not bear
much significance at the mo-
ment because, feasibility study
will dig out the requirements
for proper land use, maximiz-
ing benefits and then sound
planning process will incorpo-
rate the implementation
mechanism. | would like to
mention here that integration
of man, money and material is
a must for achieving the objec-
tives and the outcome of the
pilot project after proper im-
plementation will fix up the
next course of action.

K. Rahman
11/2/1 West Nakhalpara,
Dhaka-1215.

Pandemonium at ZIA

Sir, The other day 1 want to
Zia International Airport (arr-
ival lounge) to receive my
brother and his family which
included his grand children,
aged five and six year. No
sooner they entered the
Arrival Lounge from the Cu-
stoms enclosure, a Pande-
monium was let loose on them.
As many as a dozen of persons
encircled them, some asking
for Pound/Dollar notes to be
exchanged, some were literally
trying to snatch their bags,
some were higgling over the
transport rates to the city,
some wanted the visitors to
put all their trust in them. The
visitors were in a state of utter
confusion and horror. They
went to the exc counter
of Bank for conversion
of Foreign Exchange into
Bangladesh Taka. Another set
of suspicious looking charac-
ters followed them cajoling
g m::lum::ghman to sell the
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legal). Finally, when they
failed, they followed the visi-
tors right upto the counter and
continued to remain by their
sides almost rubbing shoulders
with them without caring that
there were ladies with them.
They were staring wickedly at
them till they completed the
transaction with the bank. It
was wracking for them to be in
that atmosphere for more than
half an hour and no one could
help.

When they came out to get
into the vehicle, they were
mobbed. The children got pan-
icky and were bitterly crying
out of fear and it took them
about 48 hours to get rid of the
fright and be normal.

We are amazed at things
happening at ZIA. Entire air-
port, its precincts including
the passengers’ lounge, is sup-
posed to be a restricted area.
No where in the world one will
find such a hullabaloo in the
terminal building, not even in
that airport where one plane is
landing every minute. It is not
the passengers who create this
pandemonium.

Zia International Afrport
appears to be a paradise for
swindlers, thieves, racketeers,
currency smugglers and anti-
social elements who find their
ways to passenger lounge and
other restricted areas through
corrupt means. Tourists will
think several times before
coming to such a country, It is
the gateway to our country and
authorities should evolve ways
and means to make the airport

free from activities of anti-so-
cial elements.

F. Quadir
Dhaka- 1 205.

and mon-

reguired

ing system, maintenance of
books and control procedures:
(111) production/technical

ing aspects which comprise
demand forecasting, pricing
policy, product-mis, market

, distribution and
promotion. aflter sales service,

publicity and advertisement-
market strategy and lastly (v)
personnel aspects which in-
clude recruitment and train-
ing, man-power lanning,
wage and salary ministra-
tion, good labour-management
relations and congenial work-
ing conditions.

As discussed above, sick-
ness may be caused from the
lapses/follies in any one or in a
combination of the above ele-
ments of an industrial project.
The best remedy is prevention
of the factors which bring
about sickness. However, once
a project has f[allen sick, it is
to be taken up for treatment
and cure. The remedies which
result in rehabilitation of a
project may again be in terms

: Waning Devotion to Marxism

the Tlananmen Square upris-

ing.
"Only a few small groups of
cople want to destroy
arxism-Leninism,” said Hai.
‘It has a great immortal value
that must be tested.”

But Vietnam's vice foreign
minister, Nguyen Dy Nien, said
the country is in the throes of
serious ideological debate.

"l think because of the fail-
ure in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union, we need analysis
on the role of ideology in eco-
nomic development,” he said.

Hanoi-based diplomats said
Vietnam's allegiance to Mar-
xism, largely perceived to be a
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s — Some Causes and Remedies

them

steps are equally vital. it need
be emphasised that afler
proper /correct diagnosis of
the sickness, the rehabilitation

layed his due role all
Eul even then they illhdm‘#:l

implement/run the project

profitably. The stable remedy
is, however, an ever alert mind

supervising officials of the

banks/financial institutions in
their respective spheres.

The author is Director,
Shilpa Bank and Convenor,
Comymitlee on Sick Industries
(Textile and Garment)

consequence of the Cold War,
has reached a crucial turning
point. They expressed fear that
Hanoi may look to Beljing
hard-liners for empathy in the
wake of the Soviet crisis.

A Soviet diplomat with a
long history of dealing with
Vietnam predicts that the
country may cling to Marxism,
at least in name, for years to
come.

"In some ways [the
Vietnamese) are stronger than
the Russians,” he said.

don't feel their soul break from
the disparities between prac
tice and theory of communism.
During the day, they are peas-
ants and businessmen, but at
night they light the candle and
remember Confucius, Buddha,
Marx and Lenin.”

The Statc' of the Nation

A. Mawaz

Star's editorial of October
30 ("We Protest” — on the dis-
ruption of road and rail traffic
by mill workers nation-wide)
calls for reflection on the sorry
state of the nation (including
the campus violence simulta-
neously capturing the head-
lines).

Our leaders should note

some of the dangerous trends
being practised in our society
today. Unless nipped in th
bud, the whole nation will suf-
fer the {ll-effects for years to
come. These trends cannot be
supported legally or morally.
Another danger signal is that
these undesirable attitudes
tend to become precedents,
later practised by others. When
action fs taken, it is too .late,
and too severe, causing more
resentment. Here are some
examples :

1) Professional tyranny :

Essential services are dis-
rupted to press home sectar-
ian demands, such as stoppage
of water, electricity, blocking
of national transportation ser-
vices.
2) Raising internal protests
to national level : Two parties
are in dispute, say, the em-
ployees and the employers.
This bilateral issue is unneces-
sarily turned into a national
problem, by involving third
parties who have nothing to do
directly with the problem,
namely the public. Public life
is disrupted, in the guise of
publicity and national support;
and damage is inflicted on
public and private properties.
Others, not interested, are also
not allowed to work, and daily
normal life is dislocated. All is-
sues, cannot, and should not,
become ‘national’ issues. This
self-importance is {llusory.

3) Sectarian Interest is
given precedence over national
interest: In other words, the

is “Meet our demands
first® (at this point of time and
space, as the scientists say),
regardless of the overall impli-

The

problems/demand look stra-
ight-forward enough to be seen |
as one or two-dimensional
simplicities.)

4) Intolerance : This have
several angles (i) immediate
solution, no waiting. Street-
side judgement demanded; (ii)
no yielding or give-and-take,
that is, no compromise; [iii) n |
respect for other's views; (i
the party itself sits over
judgement and gives a verdict
in this favour. No respect for |
law and order.

5) Erosion of “respect for
authority™ The attitude of de-
flance and confrontation has
permeated to the lowest levels
of the society, due to — 6) Lack
of discipline. This tendency
might have taken a root from
the continuous political
“movements” since British-
India broke up in 1948. Three
generations have been reared |
on this dangerous fodder. How
to channelize? The behavior
pattern is the same with
elected governments.
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As for the sharing of blame,
all credit for the originality of
the moves cannot be bestowed
at the lower levels. How do
they learn, and from where do
they learn these ‘tricks'?
There must be some roots or |
precedents (the majority are
imitators). To cut the long
story short, the enco-
uragement (and some of the |
incitement) comes from some
of our leaders at the very top,
who, unfortunately, miss the |
boundary line of where to
stop. The result boome s.
same |leaders face the
familiar music when they come

into power and try teo

administer the country (this is

history and no current
aspersions are in mind).

As we read so frequently in
the local press, there s a
strong call to re-define the
rules of the local games we

cations of the demands in fu- play. The name of the game is
ture time and space (3-dimen- net football, but lives are
sional; to the agitators their tumed into footballs.




