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Dhaka Dav by v
An Exuberant Animal Fantasia

by Fayza Haq

Who has not revelled in reading and watch-
"Peter Pan", "Treasure Island”, "Wizard of
., "Little Women" or "What Katy Did"?
Kenneth Grahame's The Wind In The Willows”
falls into this category of creations that you
never get tired of watching .even in your adult

*The Wind In The Willows"™ which is well-
beloved children's story in English is built on a
number of story letters from Grahame to his
precocious young son. In the story are four
main characters who have given the ability and
shortcomi of human beings. The setting is
an English dream from the past , which

perhaps is simply a figment of the imagination.

A A Miine did the original s adaptation of
ol the book in "Toad of Toad Hall" . John Morley
has produced a new musical interpretation
which remains faithful to the original k, and
at the same time he has put a universal atmo-
sphere over the entire performance.

Faith Handley, the director and co-producer
for this "Dhaka Stage” production, has been

' working with her team of twenty-four children,
a handful of teenagers, and a number
of confident and enthusiastic adults since
August this year. She has had to guide them
through the acting, singing and dancing.

And what a treat the play was _ a trea-
suretrove of light fantastic adventures and
unadulterated fun, as it opened last night at the
American International School auditorium . As
you sat back in your seats, cut off from the
humdrum of life, and the more serious pres-
. sures of economic, social and political nature,

felt you were a child once again _ when
mpy hours would never end.

You were transported into the pristine world
of willow trees and grassy banks, while an inne-
cent horse capered ground, Gypsies came and
danced , and young lovers were seen with their

consisted of "Toad Hall", "Mole's

"Otter” and “Ratty’'s Home, the

“s place, and the "Gypsy Camp. The

fascinating , the acting earnest , ‘and
direction and setting effective. You were
sub and overwhelmed in the

ut touching story of the adventures ol

hearted but reckless "Toad "and his
as they fend ofl the wily ways of the

"and his entourage of young . bois-

and volatile “Ferrets "and “Stoats”.

| children into “Rabbits” and "Field-Mice"
:myhnnadlnd sang their own portions
' zest as the young villains.
‘s Bad' came In and
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e their friend Toad.

It was interesting indeed how the set de-
signers like David and Sue Field and Marie
Michaelson managed to bring in a horse, a car,
a caravan, a boat along the stream, a court
scene, a dungeon, and "Toad's Hall" with imagi-
nation and finesse. Dorothy Chiarantona and Jill
Kenna had helped with the costumes, which
were lively without being gaudy. You really felt
that you were surrounded by a world of animals
when the "Ferrets” and "Stoats” with the "Chief
Weasel" took over.

Tim Bridges who acted as "Toad,” is a vet-
eran of a hundred plays . He has been acting
since he was seven. He has been in Dhaka for
over three years and has been in every produc-
tion of the "Dhaka Stage” since then. What he
enjoyed most in his career as an actor was the
part of the White Knight in "Alice.” He admits
that “remembering the plays is the nasty part of
acting. The best bit is the inter relation with
the audience.” He enjoys “jatra” and Tagore
plays "as there is a lot of visual aspect in the
play,” as he puts it.

The slimy "Mole” in black ,with the endear-
ing snout ,was done by Meg Timmins who has
acted in amateur plays through school and all
her life.”I've never played such a gentle charac-
ter before,” she remarks.

" Ratty " played by Phil Voysey ,with his suave
slacks and blazer, says, "The theatre has a lot of
possibilities as a mechanism for expressing po-
litical and social problems.To be on the stage is
very empowering for the individual. One has to
learn to control one’'s nervousness.” He has
walched a few of the local plays like "Darpan”
and "Galfleo” and he was amazed at the energy
of the local people.”

Malcolm Purvis who played the sedate, ag-
ing "Badger” has also years of acting behind
him. He said he blended his acting ability even
in his teaching of Economics to students at 7
a.m. “You have to put in a measure of entertain-
ment in even teaching to keep the students
awake, he comments."He says he loves the
Bangladeshi dancing and sitar playing.

One saw a burly , good-natured "Magistrate”
in Jefl Barr. New in Bangladesh, a teacher of
maths. and sciences. He says.’lIt is casier to
have a major part. The same amount of time
goes into rehearsals.”

David Wallin who acted as the "Chief Weasel™
certainly put in a considerable amount of energy
into his role. The part of the "Washerwomen®
and "Gypsies” played by individuals like
Michacla Dennis ., Rezan Muir and Rose Anam
also brought joy to the viewer.

What one would give for more of such
delectable delights!

Chhatra Shakti

About 100 female students
of Gicls' ldeal

Credit for Women

Bangladesh Institute o
Bank Monday or-
. Presided over by the former

was par-

= ey S
S orid B, Bangladesh
Bank, Commercial Banks,

Commission, Bang-
lndesh Institute of Dewvelop-

ment Studies, Bangladesh
Small and Cottage Industrics
Corporation and NGOs.

Lawyers' forum
Leaders of Lawyers

Concern, a forum of you
lawyers, Monday

aimed at materialising the
dream of the country’'s war of
independence, saleguarding
sovereignty and establishment
of a society based on justice.

OGeneral Secretary of resis-
tances commitiee for boy-
colting foreign goods, Md
Yusul Ali attended the function
as the chiel guest

Leaders of the commitiee K
M Abul Hossain, Dr Gelam
Mostala, M A Razzak Kazi
Matiur Rahman, Fatema
Begum, Amita Basu, Akika
Begum, Abdus Saltar and Md
Mia also spoke on the

ment to resolve their prob-
lems.

Presided by
Mohammad Hassan. the meet-
t was addressed, -m:ﬂ

11.30
11.45

Mirpur
Laboratory Institute under the
of Mahmuda Khatun
of Chattra Kendro on Monday
joined Bangladesh Chattra
Shakti, said a press relcase.

A meeting held on this oc-
casion was ' over by
Nazmunnahar S while
NDP leader Mesbahuddin
Ahmed Sabu attended as the
chiel guest

Among others, Chatira
Shakti Convenor Mamunur
Rashid and other Ileaders
Advocate Ruhul Amin Shelly

and Alamgir, Ripon and Aminul
were present at the function.

Sramik Mukti
Andolan

Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Mukt! Andolan held a discus-
sion on the National
Solidarity Day.

Speaking at the function,
the OGeneral Secretary of
Andolan, Advocate Foyez
Ahmed said the people of the
country have become hostage

to the government-sponsored

A well-marked low has been formed Monday morning over _

CHITTAGONG, Nov 11:
Record paddy harvest is ex-
pected in the cyclone and tidal

surge battered areas of

Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar dis-

tricts in the current season,
BSS.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department sources
here, the favourable weather
and timely supply of agricul-
tural inputs to the rs
brightened the prospect for
good harvest of paddy during
the season.

The sources said that in
Chittagong district, 4,64,540

Metropolitan

' - and uction
e was uum at 1.05:21

der Aman cultivation and the
produetion of would be
around 3,96, metric tons.
The farmers preferred to
cultivate High Yielding
Varieties like BR 10, BR 11,

Pajam, Rajashail and Kazalshadil
in this scason.

Among the 14 upazilas of
the district paddy production
would be better in Mirsharai
and Fatikchhari, the sources
added.

In Cox's Bazar district, a to-
tal of 1,62,610 acres of land
were brought under eultivation

likely

metric tons. Here also farmers
cultivated High Yielding
Variety of paddy.

Chakaria u may top
the list of good harvesters
among the seven upazilas of
the district.

The harvesting has already

been started in some places.
- The ture Extension
Department sources also said
that the of farmers knew’
no bou as they are having
very good harvest after the
devastating calamity.

SC Bar President
recelves British
law books

The British High Commissi-
oner, Colin Imray, on Monday
presented Dr r Rahman,
President, Bangladesh Supre-
me Court Bar Association, with
law books worth £6,000 (Taka
4 lakh) from Great Britain.

The British books will be
used by the 1,300 members of
the Bar Association and form a
valuable link between the legal
professions of Britain and

h, says a press re-
lease of British High Commi-

College teachers’

problems to
be solved

A five-member delegation of

iht BCS Gene ucation
Association crﬁlcfd on e

Educatien Secretary M.
Mostafizur Rahman in Dhaka
on Monday, reports BSS.

An association press release
said that during the meeting,
the delegation members dis-
cussed with the Education
Secretary various matters In-
cluding removal of disparity in
seniority an promotion, sec-
tional promotions at all levels
including 20 per cent reserved
posts, creation of rest of.the
posts on the basis of staff pat-
tern and inclusion of princi-
pals and professors in the war-
rant of precedence.

The Education Secretary
assured the delegation that
proper steps would be taken to
solve their problems, the press
relcase said.

Principal Rashida Begum,
General Secretary of the asso-
ciation Abu Yusuf and
Treasurer Dr Golam Resul
were among others, who called
on the Education Secretary.

US Navy band
leaves Dhaka

The sixteen-member US
Navy band left Dhaka Monday
moming ending their goodwill

visit to Bangladesh, says an
ISPR press release.

During their stay in

Bangladesh the US Navy band

took part in joint concerts
with the h Navy in
Dhaka and

were seen ofl at the
airport by senior officers of the
Naval Headquarters and ofli-
cials of the US Embassy in
Dirmben.

Students urged
to consolidate
democracy

State Minister for Cultural
Aflairs Profl Jahanara Begum
has called upon the students
community to be imbued with
the spirit of the National
Revolution and Solidarity Day
to consolidate the present
democratic sysiem. reporis

low the sense of direction
n by Shaheed President
r Rahman to strengthen
independence and sovercignly.

the East Central Bay and adjoining South-East Bay and

perature 15 degree
the evening.

Celstus and the mintmum 19 5 degrees. Country’s lowest tem-
Celstus was recorded in

Percentage of humidity was 75 in the morning an

The Sun sets today (Tuesday) af B:l4 pm and it rises oy

morrow (Wednesday) at 6:12 am.

Eminent and former
President of the Supreme
Court Bar Association
Advocate Shamsul Hug
Chowdhury Monday demanded
of the government to hold trial
of the killers who had mur-
dered the  heroes of
Bangladesh Liberation War, re-

ports BSS,

Addressing as the chief
| guest, the 19th Founding
Anniversary of h Juba
League at Bangladesh Avenue,
Advocate Chowdhury said it
was necessary to try the killers
of the country's leaders who
led the nation to freedom (o
establish rule of law.

Juba League, which was
founded by late Sheikh Fazlul
Huq Moni on November 11,
1972, observed the Day by
hoisting national and party
flags in the morning, placing
wreaths al the portrait of the
Bangabandhu and offering
fatecha at the grave ol Sheikh
Moni, who was killed on 15

August, 1975.

Advocate Chowdhury gave a
clarion call to all political par-
ties to cooperate with each
other to curb campus terror-
ism without further delay. He
said it is the national consen-
sys that the universities should
be freed of arms.

Advocate Chowdhury wel-
comed the decision of Sheikh
Hasina to suspend the activi-
tics of her party's student wing
in Dhaka University. He said
the main responsibility to en-
syre peace in the educational

| Plea to hold tnal

of killers of *71 =
war heroes

institutions as well in society

lay with the government and
so they must explain why
peace was not being restored.

Advocate Chowdhury

pointed out that the p
government was an clected

government and voted to
power through a free and fair
clection. But he said, except-
ing the replacement of Gen
Ershad, nothing much has
changed. He said the govern-
ment had not yet the
Black Laws like the Special
Powers Act which was their

pledge to the people.

He said many pledges of
the ruling party before the
people during the anti-autoc-
racy movement had not yet ful-
filled, including the conversion
of radio and TV into au-
tonomous bodies.

Presided over by Mustafa
Mohsin Montu, Chairman of
the organisation, the function
was addressed, among others,
by a number of old guards who
were associated with Juba
League since ils inceplion.
Among them were, Awami
League Joint Secretary, Amir
Hussain Amu, ex-MNA and Co-
founder of Juba e, Asmat
Ali Sikdar, Syed Ahmed,
former General Secretary,
Syed Rezaur Rahman, former
leader ol the organisation,
Mesbahul Huq, a former leader
of Juba League and Falu Sarker,
present General Secretary ol

the Juba League.
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| KSP demands

| ‘'white paper on

CHT situation

The President of the
Krishak Sramik Party, ASM
Solaiman, Monday demanded a
white paper on the Chittagong
Hill Tracts situation, reports
BSS.

In a statement in Dhaka, he
said the so-called "Shant{
Bahin{" was carrying out iis
viclent activities in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts with the
direct help and assistance of a
neighbouring country.

Solaiman said, it was an
"undeclared war”® against
Bangladesh in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts and added that the
entire nation was concemed at
the situation there.

He deplored that the big
political parties and alliances

were maintaining silence over

T
Record paddy harvest in
cyclone-hit areas

Gold, Dollars
worth Tk 7 lakh
sei1zed at ZIA

, The Customs at the Zia
International Airport Monday
scized gold, undeclared dollars
and one VCP worth Taka seven
lakh from the baggage of a -
senger who flew in Dhaka

London by Bangladesh Biman,

according to a press release of
the customs intelligence and
investigation directorate, re-

ports BSS.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion, the customs officials
checked the of the
passenger while passing
through the green channel.
The investigation resulted in
the recovery of five gold bars,
four pieces of gold bangles,
15,600 undeclared Dollars and
one VCP.

KNITWEAR

25 NOVEMBER 1991.

ENITWEAR FACTORY OWNERS
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 100% EXPORT ORIENTED
INDUSTRY TO BE TAKEN
SHORTTIME OR LONGTIME LEASE. OUTRIG
PURCHASE OF FACTORY OR ONLY THE MACHINERY
ALSO MAY BE CONSIDERED. THE FACTO
SHOULD BE CAPABLE OF PRODUCING MINIMUM
1000 DOZEN T-SHIRTS DAILY. PLEASE CONT.
WITH DETAILS TO G.P.O. BOX- 231, DHAKA-1000 BY

ON
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[ <% Birthday Greetings

From —

12th November ‘91
Happy Birthday 10 Limia

Best wishes for a very happy life.
Faisal, Tito, Shams,
Umbu, Erum, Pupe, Misha.

Its _
just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035
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RANGS TV

it’s new, it’s difterent

Rangs now presents the Rangs TV. It is
the latest and different from others.

Rangs is always known for presenting
only the best. Because it is the outcome
of years of research, skill, creativity and

the latest technology.

(OMOITOW.

So what you are getting with Rangs TV
today, the others will think about

on screen digital display
remote control

true colours

perfect picture

real life sound

Rangs TV is now in the market.
Try it once and you will bring it home.

With Rangs TV you are gertung :

M RANGS gectronics Limited

1171, Airport Road, Dhaka-1215, Phone : 812401,

all foreign components
dependabmlity

artistic design

sleep amer

full auto search

auto power off
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