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66 injured as BCL,

police clash in Pabna

people Ily
injured, 21 of seri-

series of
reports UNB.

(22). Shahjahan Ali (26),
General Secretary of Pabna
Edward College Kamrul Islam

Mintu (27), Shah Alam (16),
Shafiqu! Islam (22), Hares
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LONDON. Nov 10: British
Minister for Overseas
Development, Ms Lynda
Chalker has lauded the post-
cyclone rehabilitation pro-
gramme being carried out In

the coastal areas of
reports BSS.

Ms Chalker was making a
statement in the House of
Commons aflter her recent visit
to the cyclone battered arcas
of Cox's
Bazar, Chittagong and some
off-shore islands where the
damage caused by the April 29

*The psychological effects
of the disaster will take years
to heal, but the physical work
of rehabilitation exceeded our
expectations,” Ms Chalker
said.

She said schools were being
reconstructed, new houses
completed and fishing boats
built and most important of
all, the main rice crop, planted
after the cyclone, was by all
accounts a very good one.
“The resilience of the people
of Bangladesh is heartening,”
she said.

Ms Chalker said the
progress she had been in the
rehabilitation work would not
have been possible without

t eflorts by the govern-

halker la

in yet another clash at

arca this be-
n-md’m;nl
inchuding one passer
Police arrested of
the district Chhatra (H-
A) Mosharral Hossain, Alo and
Rana Saturday night from their
residences.

trict Jamaat-e-lslami
also brought out a procession
in the alterncon led
Maulana Abdus Sobhan M

chanting slogans in protest of

Meanwhile, a meeting was

held between Deputy
Commissioner, business com-
and but

munity
no f[ruithul decision could be
‘reached for withdrawal of the
hartal which began at 11 am
today .

Earlier, about 5,000 busi-
nessmen brought out a pro-
cession in the town to protest

the damage caused by JCD
procession :
They submit a memo-

randum to the district admin-
istration.

also held a rally at the
DC o premises which was
addressed by district Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
Vice President idris Ali Biswas
and General Secretary of the
district Drug Businessmen
Aasociation and Video Owners'
Association A Kafi Sarkar.

ment of Bangladesh, local and
overscas non-government or-
ganisations and the donor
community.

Ms Chalker said the British
aid was being utilised properly
in the rehabilitation work. °I
believe that there is more that
we can and should do.”

She said the donor com-
munity should press ahead
with the construction of multi-
purpose buildings suitable for
use as cyclone shelters in

She said her country was
ready to assist the Bangladesh
Red Crescent, to upgrade its
communications facilities.

The discussion in the House
of Commons turned lively
when opposition members
raised questions about how
Britain was cooperating with

&.E:dc:h to pay off its huge
bu of foreign debts,

In their statements, differ-
ent opposition members in-
cluding Sir David Stien of
Labour Party said Bangladesh
now needed assistance but
the response of the British

rmment was not adequate
to its need.

One Labour Party member
wanted to know whether the
British government was dis-
cussing the exemption of

debt to Bangladesh.

uds work

Chamber leaders
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the overall economic situation
stressed the need for immedi-
ate government steps to help
retrieve the situation. It sug-
gested for massive
public works programme while
noting that very little had so
far been done to activate the

economy through appropriate

public {nvestment pro-
grammes.
According to the MCCI,

generation of business com-
munity's confidence in the
government and its policies is
very crucial. "The business
community's confidence has
been aflected as a result of
cumulative actions of the gov-
ernment. The governmeént, in
our view, has taken, quite un-
necessarily, some decisions in
recent months which have
shaken the confidence of the
business community. We
strongly urge that business
confidence be restored as the
first step towards improve-
ment of the overall economic
deceleration. Meaningful
communication between the
government and the business
community should be given
top priority”, it said.

The MCCI said, the entire

. "Conditions which
eannot be fuifilled should not
e accepted. It will -neither
satisfy the donors nor help the
economy. ‘'On the other hand,
conditions which are accepted
can be implemented
be taken seriously.
conditions can be ful-
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it will not be possible to look
forward to more relaxed im-
port regime unless the econ-
omy improves”, it pointed out.
The chamber body which
represents the most organised
trade and industry in the
country mentioned about the
situation in neighbouring
countries. About India in par-
‘ticular, it noted that New Delhi
was implementing the donors'
conditionalities as its "own
economic philosophy and not
taken them as unpalatable pills
forced down the throat”.
Meanwhile, all sections of
trade and industry have
stressed the need for immedi-
ate moves to help improve the
law and order situation which
"has direct impact on the be-
‘haviour of the people”.

Students pledge
to protect

democracy

By DU Correspondent

Various student organisa-
tions observed November 10

Sunday with pledges to protect

democracy earned through
sacrifices.
Alter wreaths at the

Noor Hossain Square (Zero
Point) the student bodies in
rallies also called for

tical ' cooperation to
-Epalrnreh;:mwy.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WCD) held a rally at the Noor
Hossain Square which was ad-
dressed by DUCSU Vice
President Amanullah Aman,
General Secretary Khairul

Kabir Khokon and Fazlul Huq
Milon.

Chhatra League (S-A) rally,
held at the Bangabandhu
Avenue was addressed by

Ashim Kumar Ukil, Golam
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Mukarram on Sunday.

Institutionalisation
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Abdus Salam Khokon, Syed
Delwar Hossain, and Abdul
Mannan Khan ol the National
Labour Federation, Advocate
Ruhul Amin Shelly of
Bangladesh Juba Shakti and
SM Mamunur Rashid pf
Bangladesh Chhatra Shakti.

While delivering his presi-
dential speech Salahuddin
Kader Choudhury MP said that
the democratic movement
against autocracy was geared
up and reached its logical end
through sacrifices by the |
struggling people like Noor
Hossain in the past decades.
Their sacrifice could be made
meaningful only when demo-
cratic values were established
in every sphere of social life,
he commented. Other speak-
ers said Noor by laying down
his life had laid the foundation
of democracy.

The National Republican
Party President Dr Zahir Khan
while addressing a discussion
meeting on the occasion said
that the goals which Noor
Hossain, Fattah, Babul and
other embraced martyrdom
were yet to be achieved.

The people were frustrated
by various crisis in the hour of
transition to democracy, he
added.

Held at the party central of-
fice, the was also ad-
dressed by the Republican
Party Secretary General
Alauddin and other leaders in-
cluding Nazmul Haq, SM
Omar, S Ahmed, Shahadat Ali
Sumim and Rokeya Parveen.

Other parties that also ob-
served the day through holding
of discussion meetings and
laying of wreaths at the
Shaheed Noor Hossain Square
included Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front, Ganatantrik Biplob{
Jote, Bangladesh Jana
Parishad, National Awami
(Bhasani), and Jatiya Janata

Party,
Moazzem
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Dhanmondi residence, his
family sources said.
When contacted,

Dhanmondi police could not
provide any information re-
garding his arrest. However
the officer on duty said that

Mahbubur was proba-
bly arrested by the Special
y pec
At around
November 6, police
his residence and took him
into custody. He was report-
edly arrested under the
Special Powers Act.
According to concerned
sources, the government has I

midnight

not yet registered any case
against him. However the
sources said that there were
some allegations against.
Mahbubur Rahman, one of
which was regarding the mur-
der of one of his maid servants.

- Mahbubur Rahman was sent to
the Dhaka Central Jail m..l

diately after his arrest and was

later, sent to Mymensingh fail

i
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rest of Shah Moazzem and
Nurun Nabi Chand. But the
press release did not mention

anything about the arrest of
Mahbubur Rahman.
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The Five-Party Alliance held a rally in observance of Nevember 10 at the Zero-Point’.
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SAARC heading for
more trouble

COLOMBO, Nov 10: The cri-
sis in seven-nation South Asian
grouping was headed for more
trouble as the collapse of its
summit here triggered fresh
bilateral finger-pointing. Asian
diplomats and officials said
tndmn:pum AFP.

South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) summit due to take
place last week was aborted at
the last minute following the
sudden withdrawal of the King
of Bhutan, Jigme Singye
W huck.

e Foreign Office here
said S;:RC leaders would dis-
cuss possibility of staging
a onc-day business like meet as
soon as possible, while
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia called for
the meeting before the end of
the year.

However, diplomats here
believe that an early summit
would depend largely on
India's attitude towards
Colombo, which has privately
accused New Delhi of sabotag-
ing Thursday's summit by in-
sisting on Bhutan King's pres-
ence. .

“New Delhi cannot be
happy about the attacks in the
government-owned press in
Colombo. Because of this, New
Delhi might want to keep
Colombo guessing on the new

summit dates,” an Asian
diplomat here said.
However, Indian papers

have also blamed New Delhi for
the summit failure attributing
it to bilateral tensions and
mistrust between the two
Indfan Ocean neighbours,
point echoed by the Sri
Lankan opposition.

Pakistan Premier Nawaz
Sharif, who turned his in-

tended summit visit into a

BNP seeks help .
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their welfare. |
Organised. by the city BNP
and presided over by its
President Lieutenant General
(retd) Mir Shawkat Ali, MP,
the rally was addressed, among

others, by Communications
Minister Colonel (retd) Ol
Ahmed, Works _Minister
Rafiqul Islam Mia, Social

Welfare and Women's Affairs
Minister Tariqul Islam, State
Minister for Communication
Fazlur Rahman Patal, DUCSU
Vice-President Amanullah
Aman, MP, and General
Secretary of the BNP city unit
Salahuddin Ahmed, MP.

Salam Talukdar observed
that there were conspiracies
during anti-autocracy move-
ments and those are still on. .

Any irresponsible behaviour in -

the name of politics would only
help the fallen autocratic ele-
ments, he warned. "We foiled
many conspiracies and de-
throned Ershad. We will now
with the,

memory of Noor Hossain and
others, he said Shaheed's
blood never goes in vain. They
dreamt of a democratic and
would never cause,
he said. —

Salam Talukdar, also LGRD
Minister asserted that the BNP

government has fulfilled many

of its election pledges and said

goodwill mission to Celombo,
reiterated [slamabad's position
of sell-determination for the
people of Kashmir.

The remarks immediately
drew an angry reaction from
the ‘Indian High Commission
(Embassy] here, which lodged
a prolest with Colombo arguing
that Sharifs comments were

out of place.

Five-party
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November 10. _

Noor Hossain and other
martyrs dreamt of a demo-
cratic and prosperous
Ban esh. The autocratic

was ousted, but the
Joint Declaration of the then
three main stream political al-
llances was not implemented
fully, the declaration said.
Workers demands were still
unfulfilled and black laws were
in eflect, it said and vowed to
continue movement to realise
those. The alliance would hold
rallies and processions from
November 12 to 25 to press
for fulfillment of SKOP de-
mands and revocation of all
black laws,
said.

The ruling party has failed
to fulfil fts commitment to end

corruption and undertake pro-
grammes for peoples welfare,
it alleged. "Rather it has reha-
bilitated the accomplices of
Ershad and is harbouring cor-
ruption”, it said.

Central leaders of Five-party
Alliance, Rashed Khan Menon,
Khalequzzaman Bhuyan, AFM
Mahbubul Haque, Haider Akbar
Rono, Nirmal Sen and Abdullah
Sarkar were present at the
meeting which was followed by
a procession.

people’s basic rights would
also be fulfilled.
Implementation of the 19-
point programme of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman could
only ensure people’'s welfare,
he mentioned.
conducted pt:lhll munaja
as 7 t
seeking ‘'maghferat’ for the de-
parted souls of Shaheed Noor
Hossain and others.
Communications Minister
Olf Ahmed, said the people
voted BNP to run the govern-
ment because they have confi-
dence on it. BNP would not

belie its commitments, he
said. |

But "some known quarters”
were making false and mis-
leading statements against the
government to discredit it and
confuse the nation, he alleged,
"please, do not spread false-
hood. You are accountable to
Allah", he said. |

Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Mia pointed out that the
government wanted to ensure
inr::rndﬂm of the judiciary,
fi om of the press and
establishment of a violence-
‘free society. We have already
fulfilled many of our

Iinshallah, we will fu
also, he said.

these

BNP Vice-Chairman and
Social Welfare and Women
Affairs Minister Tariqul Islam
said responsible behaviour was

a pre-requisite to democracy.

the declaration |

Hln |

Ershad tnal
BNP centre for
of 'rajakars’

WIINCSs

judge court for amassing

including a cash of Taka
1.90,81,56656
sources of income which may
earn him a maximum seven

more corruption cases.
The cross-examination of

. deposing before the
court the defence witness said
he had joined JSD in May
1973 as the then government
(Awami League) resorted to
oppression and later assumed
the position of General
Secretary of JSD (Siraj). He
was clected MP in 1986 on
Jatiya Party ticket.

Shahjahan claimed himself
a real freedom fighter and Brig
Tozammel Hossain of the oc-
cupation forces had surren-
dered to him along with 527
troops. He said he was at-
tracted by the bold, honest and
dedicated leadership of Ershad

and joined Jatiya Party.

Crackdown
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ties without “"undue interven-
tion® and hazards.

“The biggest input in de-
velopment and democracy are
good governance and enforce-
ment of law and order,” the
Finance Minister said.

Genuine import 'is falling
because of huge inroad of con-

The issue of sales of
imported fabrics by garment
manufacturers and its coun-
EEmducE: effects on textile

ustry half of the
three-hour dehmhcnuun.

Referring to the mushroom
growth of garment factories,
numbering more than 900,
Rahman cautioned that the
trend would lead to over-
growth and virtual extinction
of the potential sector.

Home Minister Matin

| Chowdhury also expressed his

dissatisfaction over law and
order situation.

“Smuggling business virtu-
ally has taken over genuine
business activities 1in
Chittagong,” he said.

He asked the Navy to be

more active against smug-
glers as well )

food sector as fishermen are
now scared of them,” he said.

Political influence - was

cited by many officials as a
snag on way to dealing with
crime and criminals.

About the measures being

| taken to curb smuggling,

Home Secretary Lutfullahil
Majid told the meeting that

smugglers were being listed in
each district. A battalion ef

BDR is also deployed in
the port city :’?M he
BDR Director General Ma
Gen Abdul Latif suggeste
strong vigilance on transit
routes and shapping centres
besides the entry points at
the borders. He also recom-
mended that auction of seized

contraband items be stopped.

Shah Abdul Hannan, mem-
ber of the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) supperted the
BDR chief's view and also sug-
gested air  swrveillance to
check smuggling. - |

The government is plan-
ning to equip the Navy and
other anti-sm

with adequate and tive
logistics, said the Finance
Minister.

| power through
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The Midnight File

Probe all killings
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Hossain and at least three
others were killed in an anti-
mm-u-umm
the 5

'ahlhqhm
of the police, BDR or any
armed miscreants in the guise
of activists, all the
{ killers must be tried for the
sake of democratic rule”,
Hasina said adding "All those
| killers were associates of the
autocratic rulers”.

The itton leader
blasted the ruling party saying
that the associates of autocracy
were still acttve and collabo-

rating with the present gov-

ernment.

government

the collaborators to cling to

power, she said.
"Without tryi

rators, it would

and institutionalise
in the country”, Hasina
The AL leader termed Noor

| free’ on his body but regretted
that a was yet to go
fully and democracy estab-

lished.

"Establishment of democ-
racy with a view to bring eco-
nomic emancipation of the

commen masses, for which
Noor Hossain and other laid

particular quarter and people's
[rights were snatched by the

to sueh ille

| capture of

killings. Y
Under Hasina's chairman-

The democratically clected
#-Mtpum

the collabo-
very diffi-
cult to establish rule of law

and Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim MP, central
leader Begum Matia

MP. city leaders Mozallar
Hossain Paltu and Mukul Bose
and Noor Hossain's father
Mujibur Rahman.

Hasina emphatically said
her party was determined to
cu:-‘f forward the movement
until democracy was institu-
tionalised, and an exploitation-
free society, as desired by

hu, was established

by bringing economic emanci-
pation of the downtrodden

people.
Britons
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London have already raised
voice the abuse of their
children by a so-called Brick
Lane Youth Club, run by the
two British citizens Justin
Murray Sillman and Jeremy
Shaw.

Justin Murray Sillman, a
42-year-old welfare officer, A
once jailed for two years after
being convicted of sex offences
against boys of 12 to 15 years

is now reportedly engaged in
molesting children in East

London. Sillman, of age, work-
ing with deprived youngsters
in East London, is the chair-
man of the com-
mittee of the Brick Lane Youth
Chub. '

Sillman was when he

was only 23 old.

" The other Briton

Shaw a leader of the

Liberal Party of the Tower
Hamilet County, has recently
proposed that all homeless
Bengalee families be put in
boats. He has been working
against the Bengalee commu-
nity in London. N,

Meanwhile, British MP Lord
Peter Shore has raised the is-
sue with the concerned au-
thorities to save the
children from being abused by
the child molesters. The local
police is also investigating the
matter.

Newspapers, both Bengalee
and English in London, have
published many articles expos-
ing the child molesters and
urging the authorities not to
provide financial assistance to
the Youth Club from any gov- |
ernment fund. .

'SAARC

visit Colombo concerned more
a policy matter than his being
preoccupied with the by-elec-
tion.

Though the SAARC summit
was at the insis-
tence of India, the concerned
quarters are still skeptical
about holding a successful
summit in Colombo in
December this year.

A number of Indian news-
papers put the blame for the
collapse of the summit

thuuelyqnﬂewncthi.snm

the

news . ‘as quoted

summit by Instigating the
Bhutanese King to stay away.
The charge was however later
denied.

The Hindu, a dominant
newspaper of India, described
the Summit's collapse as
“Almost a death blow to an or-

that was ailing".

owever, the absence of

son to cancel the lunmlt",-
The Hindu said,

iuinmit

The Times of India said that
the cancellation was a "direct
and an inevitable result of the
frictions that have developed
in Indo-Sri Lanka ties". New
Delhi also felt that Premadasa
would urge the SAARC mem-
bers to isolate India at the
summit, the paper said.

The Sri Lankan daily car-
ried a Reuter report on
from New Delhi which said a
senfor Indian official, who had
asked not to be identified, said
on Th that the
between Bhutan and Nepal
had caused the collapse of the
summit.

In his November | letter to
Premadasa, the Bhutanese
King described the problem as
a terrorist problem. He said,”]
would like inform you that
owing to the current disturbed
situation in southern Bhutan
and the threat by terrorists to
carry out acts of sabotage and
subversion during the period
of the SAARC summit, my
presence in the country is ab-
solutely essential.” l

The Indian official's state-)
ment and the King's letter
indicate that it is an insur-
gency problem being encour-

from across the border.
rvers in Colombo tend to
view the problem as a reflec-
tion of the latest geo-political
situation in the subcontinent.
Related story on page 8



