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"But this alone may not
justify prolonging an acrimo-
nfous unjon between their par-
ents. For the sight of frequent
bitter quarrels at home is also
said by psychologists to have
an adverse impact on a child.”

An area of broad
which seems to be emerging
from the debate is that it is
desirable 0 minimise divorce
litigation and to adopt a non-
adversarial approach.

the Ministry of Justice has
reccommended several
amendments. [t states that the

sole ground for divorce should
be “"the irretrievable break-
down of the marriage.”

Evidence of this would be
adultery: malicious desertion;
two years conlinuous scpara-
tion of the uses with mutual
consent o dissolve the marital
relationship; five years' scpara-
tion as sullicient evidence of
the breakdown of the mar-
riage; and lastly, mutual con-
senl as an alternative method
of obtaining divorce withoul a
waiting period.

The concept of matrimonial
fault, the committee adds, has
been rejected or modified
many years ago In West
European legal systems. .

The committee has also
recommended the establish-
ment of Family Courts which

LMOST two years ago,
Tarinting, 20,

the last o
maids featured in shocking
news reports. Bul her case
could prod both government
and private groups into finally
passing realistic laws and de-
veloping government policy

maltreated house-

that would
of domestic

l::lptmt the rights
p.

At the moment, there are at
least six bills in up-
ing the status of house-
ps. Proposed by the bills are
a raise in the statulory mini-
mum wage (as low as P80 or
US$2 a month) to amounts
from P200 (o PS50
|mmmvmuum. inclusion
in security coverage in-
credse in fringe benefits and
the setting up of a referral sys-
tem for those secking work as
domestic help.

But the bills — some sub-
mitted as far back as 1987 —
have received little atiention.

! "ALTHOUGH ox cultivation

mended the introduction of
trained counsecllors to try to
effect a reconciliation before
the parties resort Lo court ac-
ton.
The committee has outlined
a more equitable approach to
the disbursement of matrimo-
nial property. Recognising that
a woman often has lo give up a
career to allow her to
pursue his, it has suggested
that non-monectary contribu-
tions such as kecping housc
and children be taken
into account by the court.

Many of the recommenda-
tions have been welcomed as
reasonable —except, notably,
those that would radically lib-
eralise divorce. Hotly debated,
for instance, is the item which
would allow divorce on mutual
consent without a waiting pe-
riod.

The Sri Lanka Women

Househelp

Even market forces and infla-
tion have long ago overtaken
the floor pay proposals, and
few would now work for less
than PS00 or P600 a month.

in the light of the entry of
more women into the

force, the scarcity of employ-
ment opportunities and the

una migration of young

Tma T

Village ensures a steady supply of housechelps
for urban famili byPuiaAmgon?&:mdhu'y

Domestic open people from rural to urban ar-
tﬂﬂwl;.lﬁﬁ.lt enas. tn

fetches way below the In a study done in 1987 on
minimum pay for other' the working and condi-
types of workers. The mini- tions of domestic in

Metro Manila, the Bureau of
Women and Young Workers
found that economic necessity

serves to ensure a supply of
househelp for urban :

Following the collapse
thro-ugh mismanage-

ment of a nationwide dis-

tribution sche-me, a group
of Ugandan Parliamen-
tarians has launched an
organisation to promote
the use of animal traction

in farming,
Musoke in Kampala.

has been of use in of
north and north-eastern

Uganda,” the society's chair-
man, Major-General Elly
Tumwine, said at the launch-

ing ceremony. “its potential
has not been fully exploited
in the le country.”

The Society aims to spread
information and skills among
farmers to support govern-
ment plans to import 15,000

draught animals from Tanzania
for sale to farmers in the next

three years.

reports David .

Uganda Drops
Tractors 1n
Favour of Oxen

Government i{s also plan-
ning to rehabilitate and up-
grade livestock support ser-
vices, including dips and ex-
tension work, and to protect
existing animals, whose num-
bers have been seriously de-
pleted by years of civil unrest.

Under the aborted tractor
scheme only 134 machines
were imported instead of the
planned 702 because of an
acute shortage of foreign ex-
change.

Government was further
squeezed by the failure of local
councils to pay for the tractors
they were allocated: the trac-
tors cost US$283.000, of
which only US8$31,000 has

been paid to the government.

Regional officers used the
tractors pe instead of
hiring them out to farmers, or
pocketed the rental money.
/PANOS

Lanka, il is a man who seeks a
divorce for Lhe sole reason
that he wishes o contract a

with another woman.
Sometimes a husband sues for
divorce, since he wishes Lo

matrry his young secretary.”

The association slates the
official committee "for slavishly
followt the West" without
ue regard to the cul-
tural background, social valucs
and the economic position of
Sri Lankan women. It points
out that even in the Wesl, cor-
tain Reman Catlholic countries
like Italy, Portugal, Spain and

Ireland arc siricter in their di-
vorce laws Lthan olhers. -

The woman lawycrs also
cite the views of a group ap-
pointed by the Archbishop of
Canterbury to rcport on Lhe
reform of the divoree laws of
Britain.

Of the 175 domestic helpers
interviewed by Bureau re-
searchers, about halfl came
from economically depressed

arcas of the country.
Most came from big fami-

lies, eight members,
nhu-:mhwmm
based. The mean fam-

income was P836.232.

parents, most of the in-
terviewees said, were landlcss

is

little,the study
pointed out, to entice them to
their young sons and
daughters to go to Manila to

Manila to study but ended up
working because of inadequate
financial support.

That Lthe houschelps are
schooled, said the study,
shows -the relatively high liter-

of the .
ry public e |

as well as the Hi
value attached by Fili -
mutuﬂundub;umpt?cm-

urgent financial
needs arc met by salary ad-
consid

with an eye Job

ﬁlﬂ_*ln::
cessful programme In -
arashtra state @ris ?
education. time, the According to the UN
scheme hopes to get commu- Economic and Social Comm-
nity suppert for students who ission for Asia and the Pactfic
-rtlllr-ﬂ-ll-lm:t (ESCAP), the region's high
for a student's vocational New courses — from computers to baking, etc. — are designed to attract many m"’"""t “"""'““ "hmm_ﬁm""
course. But the benefactor 8 high school students into vocational education. by Prakash Chandra over the last 28 .
expected to interact with the "At the same time,K the
student and watch his pro- pairs — are designed to attract based on needs. About Another 4,000 vocational pumber of people with access
m And he should help at ., . 4onts Into vocational 150 courses have been identl-  schools will be butlt within five ¢ technical and vocational

one student find em- 4 .0 fied so far. years. One hurdle in the way of training while increasing, has
mtﬂmﬂﬂlm The National Policy on For example, in the north-  these schools is financial as remained small.” notes ESCAP
after two years of vo- Education had hoped to divert east where settlements are  cach costs a little over 23 mil- |n a r prepared for the
cational education. . 10 per cent of students into scattered, tribals must be lon (US$800,000). Fnurmwrhlﬂoﬂnm

The "Each one place one the vocational stream. This did MH&HM Land have to be provided on Social Services and Social
scheme is just one of three not happen. Now the eighth offer skills operating small by the government. Development
schemes to interest students . yYear Plan wants 12 to 15 machines. making handicraft These schools will offer '
to vocational courses once ... cent of students to take up and repairing TV sets. Even  courses which are more of a “The region has made con-
A vocational courses. bee-keeping and farm ma-  pre-vocational programme de siderable progress for several

Vocational education in Another scheme is de- chines maintenance will be  gigned to enable students to decades in basic ed
india was once written off signed for school dropouts, a useful pursue more advanced profess ucation and literacy to all sec
Introduced years ago. it never . of non-formal vocational In both rural and urban ar-  gional courses. tions of " ESCAP notes.
really took off. Now. the 4, qt0n It will be free of the n-.-um:m:..’:; The vocational courses are  “Nevertheless, progress has
Ministry of Human Resources . 1 .. of and exami- are baking and designed for students who been slower than anticipated
has it & new lease on life. o450, | , it has been courses. In state, cannot continue their educa- In countries.

Tnere are 7,820 vocational that students pro- who graduate ...mﬂ', tion nd high school. of tied teachers. class-
schools in India. But enroll services to communities and talloring courses now  Recent r studies have ru::,r and educational
ment is a low of 100.000 stu- g0 earn while they leam. manage their own training shown hundreds of thousands r have hampered ef-
dents. Now new courses — The third scheme is more shops as well as of students enter the job mar- forts to meet the of uni-
from computers to baking  ahorate. Experts have de- A project involve ket But they can only be em- versal primary education in the
from beauty clinics o TV re- signed six to eight courses 2,000 vocational schools ployed in unskilled jobs. region. — Depthnews

he of Sri Lanka » That group had recom-
‘I'“ whether mended thal a court should
divorce laws, parts of which Il vorce decree even Lthough a
are a hundred years old, need breakdown had been proved, of
to be changed. ° ® to grant it would be “contrary

On the onc side are those o justice”. It had In mind a
who stress that marriage is casc where Lhe petitioner had
more than a legal contract and blatantly flouted the obligations
is rooted in social and religious ; of marriage and (reated the
sanctions. They point out that other party abominably.
the country's Constitution wwm
pledges the state to “recognise The British group further
and protect the family as the The present divorce laws could look into all matters of Lawyers’ Association, aflter recommended a walling pe-
basic unit of society.” Hence, are based on the concept of matrimonial and child custody, the proposals, has put rod of at lcast three years
th:ylrr any legal changes matrimonial fault — that is, to reduce the time and cost of many intcresting points o the during which 1t should be
should be cautious ones adultery, malicious desertion litigation. AL preseni, these government. made mandatory that the dis-

lhnh-‘l-rnmttl“m or incurable impotence at the matters are handled by various Any liberalization of the Pulc be referred 10 trained
are the relormists who em- time of : or proof of courts like the sirict, present laws, it says, would counscllors. without the

citizens’ actual experi- mo‘yun of de facto scpara- Magisiraie's and Appeal courts. - cause great Mml’ assistance of lawycrs. Divoree
ence of the working of the ex-  tion of the parties. and a denial of justice 1o proceedings would commence
isting laws — experience, they A committee appointed by Further, it has recom- women and children. “In 8ri 20y If reconciliation were

ruled im thlc the ¢ -
e . poss by coun

The women lawyers beliewe
that divoree by mutual consent
should not be permitted ex-
cepl in cascs ol extreme hard-
ship. "A divorce by consent
w t a walting pcriod would
encourage pcople Lo embark
on marriage withoul much
considcration and cnable them

to call it off on [rivolous
grounds,” they say.

The associalion poinis out
that in Sri Lanka women in the
rural] arcas and in Lhc lower
working class scclor arc so-
clally and economically disad-
van . Most ol them have
not had the benefit of higher
education and arc nol qualified
to hold high-paying jobs.
Consequently they do not have
the resourccs lo scek legal
advice. — Depthnews Asia.

and Battered Maids

20 residential areas and the
owners or representatives of
all 38 licenced recruitment
agencies then operation in

Metro Manila.

said they were do practi-
cally all the chores them-
selves (thus wives to

the presence of their employ-
ers. Other adverse conditions

A majority
workers and employers agreed
that domestic help — who
comprised 33.9 per cent of all
Ek:: workers at the time of

survey — should o
themselves. They .mm:
be allowed to organise for the
protection of their rights.
Organising would promote
their welfare, be a venue to
discuss problems with each
other, serve as a
unit with their rs
unite the househelps' ranks.

But although there was
fairly popular recognition of
organising as a basic right, few
were aware of the Labour Code
provisions crucial to such.

The workers had to be tbld
by the researchers that they
have a right to free elementary
education as minors, and to
{ru;l and humane treatment

A.fmmhy-hl harm.

a siep toward organ-
ising, the study recommended
information and education

campaigns about the rights and

P of hel rs, cou
with np:d tachnl:ﬁ
help in organising.

The study also suggested
regular adjustment of wages to
the rising cost of until -
the workers are able to do the
bargaining themselves.

Other measures to protect
the workers were the provi-
sion of social security cover-
age, lapping of non-govern-
mental groups to help provide
employment options and
lraining sche
them for

of both thcl

|

Landless Women
Find Haven 1n

Grameen Bank

The Grameen Bank not only lends money to the
poor, it is owned by the same poor people it lends

KUALA LUMPUR :
most

At al-
any conference on
and rural women. one

through 900 branches.
"Crameen not only lends
, 1t is owned

money to,” says Dr
Muhammed Yunus, founder
and now managing director of
the bank.

The people become share-
holders of bank by
one share which costs U

US$180. Dr
Muhammed takes pride in say-
ing that the repayment rate is
over 98 per cent

Dr Muhammed was recently
in Kuala Lumpur during the
Consultation on the Economic
Advancement of Rural Women

doubts about this up and
will be hesftant to with 1t
in future, that the

three other persons in the
up will be denied loans.
is encourages collective

|

Several groups together
form what is a centre.
may be one or two cen-

a meeting with a representa-
tive of the bank.

“The principle that
Grameen upholds is that peo-
ple should not go to the bank.
the bank
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exchange for land and other

Take Over Farms

China's training schemes to improve

the

skills of women farmers include a strong
element of competition — plus an emphasis

on 'getting rich' by Zhou Meiyuf

N a hut in Huangzhuang
I village in north China's
Hebie Province, 270 hens
sit in a metal chicken coop. A
nearby hut houses more
500 chickens at feed.
The birds belong to Li

Li, who began raisin
chickens two years ago nng
now also grows wheat on land
she contracts from the village,
is part of the changing face of
rural China. ‘

Over the past decade, In-
creasing numbers of male
f[armers have left the land to
work in businesses or seek
their fortune in cities under
China's commodity economy.
Their places have been taken
by the women who remain.
Now women account for 70
per cent of China's farm labour.

To help the women develop
farming skills, the All-China
Women's Federation and gov-
ernment de ts such as
the Ministries of Iture,
Forestry and Water Resources
in 1989 initiated a five-year
programme entitled "To Learn
and to Get Rich.”

Li, who finished junior high
school took part in the -
gramme. She learned c n
husbandry at the village's train-
ing class, and in her spare
time reads agricultural books

and magazines.
consists of

The pmnmrne
literacy technical classes

followed by competitions de-
signed to increase production.
e gt B tion A
the mﬂz:n'l tion admin-
ister rogramme at the lo-
cal level. ‘

"Practicality is our policy,”
says Yang Yanyin, vice chair-
man of the All-China Women's
Federation. includes
classroom lectures, fields vis-
its, demonstrations by
"agrotechnicians” and radio
lectures.

The courses are provided in
three levels in accordance
with each woman's level of ed-
ucation, Ms Y, explains. At
tl‘h:ﬂrttk:\lcl:mn‘hlltlhl:r-q
courses followed by technical
classes, while at the second
level women with some educa-
tion study agricultural tech-

At the third level, women

with a degree of who
know something about
take advanced

training classes or in lo-
cal agricultural schools, and
are awarded the certificate of

agrotechnician.

In m:hm. a husband
and c¢ n are often as-
signed as teachers. Sometimes
a junior high school student
accompanies the women farm-
ers to class, sitting through
the lecture and taking notes.

To apply newly ned
knowledge and enable the
titions are organised nation-
wide among the programme
enrollees.

Since the training began,
about 120 million wnmenm' hnw'.n
competed. Over 80 cent
of them have rece techni-
cal and mastered at
least one practical technique.
As a result of the lite :
component, 2.8 million &::l'i-
{lliterates or 2 per cent of
China's 126 million illiterate
women were judged to have
become literate in 1990. About
240,000 female farmers were
awarded agrotechnician cer-

tificates. ¥

The competitions are
geared to the local situation
and vary in focus from place to
place. In southeast China's
::ii?um province wmnm are

on "co economy,”
referring to the trades devel-
oped in the farmer's own
courtyard such as processing,
uwil::g. animal husbandry,
vegetable and fruit growing. In
east China's Jiangsu province,
the growing of rice, wheat,

cotton and oil-bearing crops is
the major focus.

Rewards also vary. In

Gaocheng County of Hebet
rovince, the winners of a
ﬂl;h-]rh:ld cotton contest will
receive cash prizes from 200
to 1,000 yuan along with such
titles as "Women Expert,"
“Women Champion” or "Queen
of .

In ition, women who
participate in the competitions
enjoy preferential treatment
over those who have not en-
tered the contests in acquiring
funding, means of production
such as seeds and pesticides,
and reeefving technical train-

But "it s the honour more
than the material reward that

- the farmers treasure,” says Li

. uty head of the
m ‘:':’m:t:‘l Federation.
"They are happy that their
contribution is o

Annual national awards are
likewise to 100 women
experts and 30 advanced co-
ordination roups on
International Women's Day,
March 8.

The Women's Federations

In 1988, the Women's
Federation of Gaocheng
County, Hebei province
launched a Patriotic Women
mcm
women farmers [lr::mm usually
control the family's finances)
to deposit money at the
county's tural bank. In
return, the bank extended
credit to the farmers.

Gaocheg County, which has
a contract for cotton output
with the central government,
has also tnp‘gd women farm-
ers to fulfill output.

Changjia Village

water pumps to help relieve
the women farmcrs [rom heavy

The role of women farmers
in developing rural production
and the commodity economy is
acknowledged by administra-
tions at every level, says Ms

For example, the head of
Cixi County in east China's
Zhejiang province has called
women farmers the "decisive
factor” in the county's In-
creased cotton yield which
ended a five-year low
yield. The provincial leaders of
Jilin in Northeast China credit
women farmers with the

"Gone are the days when
the women had to ask their
husbands for money,” says Ms
Yang

According to the Women's
Federation of Hebei province,

cent of procles partici-

circumstances have improved
to some extent,”" she points

3

Regard WOImen's eman-
c.clm;hn. - l.l;'mludu:
roving our

ﬂueu:-lwe:d and elevating
our economic status can
women ourselves
S mars Genat,
all, our emancipation can not
depend on sympathy, nor on
the protection of law, but

comes from our own
ing efforts.”

;



