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Mandela invited

NEW DELHI, Nov 8: India
has invited African National
Con (ANC) chiel Nelson

to watch South Africa
return to international cricket
from 21 years of Banishment,

officials said Thursday, reports
Reuter

" "We have senl an invilation
to Nelson Mandela (o attend
the historic, first-ever cricket
match between the two coun-
tries on Sunday,” Jagmohan
head of the Cricket
Association of DBengal. said
Dalmiya, speaking by phone
from Calcutta where guulh
Africa will play their first offi-
cial international match for
two decades on Sunday, said
Mandela was "seriously consid-
e the invitation.

Mandela cannot make it
the ANC will nominate (ANC
Executive member) Steve
Tshwete to grace the occa-
sion,” he added.

England find

new Sponsor

LONDON, Nov 8: England's
cricketers are to be sponsored
by a brewing company for
more than three million
Pounds sterling (5.3 million
dollars) starting with the New
Zealand Test tour in January,
reports Reuter.

The three-year package in-
cludes "Discreet” shirt adver-
tising for both Graham Gooch’'s
senior squad and the team
which tours Bermuda and the

Indies next year.
we"'l‘:‘l'll: deal wduu not cover the
.World Cup where teams must
wedr the of the sponsor-
ing tobacco firm.

SA to compete in B

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 8:
South Africa's Springboks
leaped back into the Olympic

with the

arena on Wi

announcement that they would
compete in next year's
Summer Games, reports
Reuter.

Sam ,» Chairman of
the National Olympic
Committee of South

African{NOCSA) said his com-
mittee had decided to accept
an Iinvitation 1o Lg lo

end

Barcelona, signalling
of 32 of isolation en-

forced by the republic's

apartheid policies.

ey commt & ROCSA
committee of NOCSA

has decided unanimously to

send a team to the Barcelona

Olympics,” Ramsamy said to

cheers from the audience.

South African last took part
in an in Rome iIn
1960 an all-white team
and was expelled from the
International Olympic
Committee{lOC) 10 years later
because of its race segregation
policies.

it was re-admitted to the
IOC in July as a reward for
President FW De Klerk's deci-
sion to scrap and the
Olympic guardians then in-
vited South Alrica to send a
team to Barcelona — an invita-
tion which was accepted on
Wednesday .

“This is the first time that
South Africa's has competed
in the Olympic Game's. Before
a section ol South
Alrica did," Ramsamy told a
new comnference.

NEW COLOURS, TUNE
He unveiled a flag of red,
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CALCUTTA, Nov
8: Cheering cro-
wds grected
South African
crickel players as
brothers Friday as
they arrived for a compeltition
that will end 21 s of
international isolation in the
sport, reports AP.

~ School girls in white-and-
marcon uniforms daubed san-
te on Lhe fore-
heads of crickelers as they
stepped off their chartered
Boeing 707 at Dum. Dum

Hrmtﬂouth Africans’ arrival |

coincided with the Bengali
festival "Bhai Ditiya,” or "Day of
the Brother,” when women
and girls in this part of India
visit their brothers (o wish
them lo ty and happiness
with ¢

"it is great that Lhe Indians
invited us and we came,” said
South African team caplain
Clive Rice, 42. "This Lrip will
begin a new era for our
cricket.”

South Alrica plays the
Indian team on Sunday in
Calcutta, the first of three one-
day matches. The lwo sides
meet in the central Indian city
of Gwalior on Tuesday and

wind: up in New Delhi on

At hl.ll 10,000 speclators -

waited along the motorcade
route into tta, a city of 10
million. Many held posters of

Nelson Mandela, the president
of South Africa’'s black
nationalist African National

Others held  signs saying

The flag and anthem would
remain the symbols of Olympic
unity until a future, non-racial
democracy picked its own na-
tional symbols, Ramsamy said.

The decision to send a team
to Barcelona marks a crowning
achievement for Ramsamy,
who for decades spearheaded
South Africa's sporting isola-
tion from London at the offices
of the South African Non-
Racial Olympic Committee
(SANROC)

Since his return from exile,
however, he has shepherded

unions to non-racial

GENEVA, Nov B8: The
International Olympiec
Committee (IOC) on Thursday
welcomed South Africa's deci-

the 1992 Summer Olympics
saying it would help break
down the country’s racial divi-

decision to accept Lhe invita-
to Barcelona

"CLIVE RICE

"Cricket for brotherhood” and
"South Alfrica — your comeback
is a great victory for cricket.”
The cricket players, riding
in a bus, waved back. Their
motorcade was escorled by

, about 100 motorcyclists. At

one point, 100 pigcons, sym-
bols of and happincss,
were released as the crick-
eters passed. Reccptlion lents
had been organised in four
laces along the route. Girls
lew on conch shells,

announcing their arrival.
it took three hours for the

motorcade to wind the
kilometers (15 miles) from
Dum Dum Airport to the 150-
year-old Grand Hotel where
the team will stay.

~ Traflic came to a standstill
in this city where British colo-

JOIIANNESBURG
& . Nov 8: South
Alrica’s intlerna-
tional ericket
squad held their

- first and only ncl
praclice logether in Johann-
esburg on Thursday a few
hours belore flying to India for
their historic post-sanctions
sporling dcbul, rcports Reuter.

The l4-man team selected
lo break South Africa’'s 21-year
isolation assembled on the
Wanderers pitch for a two-
hour net watched by former
Wesl Indian opening batsman
Conrad Hunte.

"You have got some real
quick fast bowlers. 1 would
gamble on them picking up
some early wickets,” he told
rcporters at a news confer-
cnce.

"The cricketing world could
be in for a big surprise,” said
Hunte, who is helping the non-
racial United Cricket Board of
South Africa to develop the
game alter 40 years of segre-
gation. .

~Captain Clive Rice said he
had gathered advice from as
many people as possible to
help South Alrica in their
threc-match return to world

Sport
me for R

nial rulers introduced cricket
to India two centuries ago and
left a lasting legacy of passion
for the sport.
Mothers came out of shan-
tﬂwﬂ.’ llﬁ th: route, m'
H‘;g up naked children to see

homework

cricket., :

"l think that by the time we
rcach Calcutta we will have
done our homework,” he said.

South Africa accepted a
last-minute invitation to tour
India, one of the fiercest foes
of apartheid, after Pakistan
pulled out in the face of
threats from Hindu militants.

The one-day Calcutta match
on Sunday will be the first by
an official South African
cricket team abroad since the
world began to impose a sports
boycotl against apartheid.

The team will not be known
as Springboks, the term used
by generations of White
sportsmen. The selection of a
ncw name and flag for interna-
tional teams has been post-
poned.

A storm blew up in the
country on Thursday over the
National Olympic Committee of
South Africa's (NOCSA) deci-
sion to use a new, neutral

~and Beethoven's Ode to Joy at

the Barcelona Olympics next
year.

While sports administrators
and Education Minister Louis
Pienaar, whose portlolio in-
cludes sport, slammed the de-
cision.

arcelona

ing Lable, .but the passport to
Barcelona is likely" to speed
their moves to forge unity.

Ramsamy's deputy Mluleki
George said he expected to
hear good news from the ath-
letics bodies very soon.

South Africa s too late to
qualify for the team events in
Barcelona and will depend
upon its individual stars to
make their mark in the
Games.

One of the country's hottest
medal prospect, marathon
runner Frith Van Der Merwe,
said Barcelona would be a great
incentive for her.

"I am tired of running the
same race against the same
runners and | have been a little
demotivated. This will moti-
vate me to train harder to-
wards a goal,” she said.

TOC hails decision

He did not expect political
opposition to South Alrica’'s
participation in Barcelona to
pose a threat to the Games
since the 10C had involved
Alrican countries at every stage
of its rehabilitation.

"We've always taken great
care to involve Alrican leaders
in our work at the every stage,”
he said.

Molly (R) and Farzana of Swamibagh TTS in action
against Lalmatia Club during yesterday's AB Bank
women's table tennis league match at the National

— Star photo.

1ce's men

the procession.

At the Grand Hotel, whose
sheltered courtyard is an oasis
of quiet digrity amid the bustle
of downtown Calcutta, the
South Alricans were by
more symbols of hospitality
and goodwill — rose petals,
green coconut water and
carthen lamps. .

LIMIT ON TICKETS

An ecarlier Reuter report -

from Calcutta said: Authorities
set a limit on ticket sales for
South Africa's first cricket in-
ternational afler 21 years in
exile and prepared to greet
the touring team with a tri-
umphant procession through
the city.

Cricket chiefs in sport-
crazy Calcutta on Thursday im-
posed a maximum sale of two
tickets per person queueing
outside the Eden Gardens sta-
dium, which has an official ca-
pacity of 90,000.

“There is a very, vigy big
queue for tickets,” said
Jagmohan Dalmiya, executive
president of the Cricket
Association of Bengal. "We
hope to give everyone a
c &
The tickets will be seld out
by Friday, Dalmiya said. More
than 120,000 people have
been known to cram into the
stadium in the past.

South Alrica, whose last of-
ficial appearance in world
cricket was in carly 1970, are
making a short tour to play
three one-day games against
India — in Calcutla on Sunday,
Gwalior on November 12 and
New Delhi on November 14.

Atlanta officials deny charg

ATLANTA, Nov 8 : Atlanta
Qlympic organising officials on
Wednesday vehemently denied
allegations that bribes were
paid to win the right to host
the 1996 Games and said they
were considering legal action,
reports Reuter.

Atlanta Organising
Committee chiel Billy Payne
said the bribery allegations,
first reported in the German
magazine Der Spiegel, were
false and apparently originated
from cities which lost the bid
to the southern US city.

*Absolutely, unequivocally
no. There is no truth ir them.
It's just a case of the people
who lost just trying to explain
what happened,” Payne told
the Atlanta Journal newspaper.

Bob Brennan, a spokesman
for the Atlanta organisers, told
'Reuter that “the charges are

in Calcut

ranged alter Pakislan ‘e:
celled a five-malch serie¢
India when Hindu mililants
threatened disruption. |
South Africa’s last tour was
in 1966 — to — and
Sunday's match will be their
first ever sl India, who
had a ban on sporting
contacts with the republic in
1949 because of its apartheid

policy.

TREMENDOUS

ENTHUSIASM

In New Delhi, a spokesman
for the Board of Contral for
Cricket in India (BCCI) said
the games against South Africa
had gencrated tremendous
enthusiasm. .

"The o scrs have re-
ceived numberous querics for
(stadium) advertising from

‘overseas companies for the

first time,” he said.
"Live telecast rights have

.h-een'pm:umd by television

networks in three countries,
South Africa.”
The spokesman said
ments had also been
signed for live satellite broad-
casts of the Calcutta matech in
Britain and Canada and tLhat
state-run television had re-
ceived requests from five other
countries. '
The South Alfrican serics
ends with a day-night game._ in
New Delhi and the spokesman
said the profits [rom thal
match would go to providing
reliefl to the victims of an
earthquake that killed 1,600
people in the Himalayan
foothills last month.

absurd and absolutely *.u-
less.”

He added that it was ‘ven
more disturbing that
Der Spiegel nor the Lomdon
Times bothered to call us be-
fore printing the allega :

"Some of them were ly
bizarre, such as suggesting
we'd offered to pay for Beart

at a Houston 3
(In exchange for votes m
International Olympic

Committee (IOC) members. )
Der Spiegel said Aus 's
two IOC members had sought
to ensure support for Sydaey's
bid for the 2000 Games by
threatening to release ‘evi-
dence that Atlanta bribed 1OC
members to get the 996
Games. .
But Sydney Olympic offigials
said they were unaware of any
evidence that bribery wa# in-

" four young

tﬂ;.n

Grooming for

the future

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 8:
Four youth South African

grm'ln:‘nl , two of them
lack, have selected to
travel with the to India
for the country's first official

cricket fixture ip two decades,
reports Reuter,

The United Cricket Board
of South Africa (UCBSA) said
on Wednesday the four players
were being taken to India to
expose them to the atmo-
sphere of international cricket.

"Although they will not play
in any of the' three one-day
matches, they will be of
the whole preparation lor the
three internationals - includ-
ing team talks, nets and for-
eign conditions,” USBSA
managing director Ali Bacher
said

One condition for South
Africa's re-admission last July
was the establishment of a de-
velopment programme o take
the sport to the country's
black :

"We felt _the inclusion of
players in this way
would be a vital part of our de-
velazlmnt programme and
would be an ideal opportunity
to prepare them for future in-
ternational participation,”
Bacher said

Kiwis beat Fiji

SUVA, Nov B: New Zealand
beat Fiji 4-0 (halftime 0-0) in
an Olympic Soccer Oceania
group gqualifying match on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Scorers: Julyan Fallon (67th

and 76th mihutes), Thomas
Edge (69th, Shane Gillics (87).

volved in Atlanta's getting the
Games and Australian Olympic
chiefl Kevan Gosper said he
would sue Der Spiegel il he did
not receive an apology.

Brennan also said legal ac-
tion was being considered in
connection with the published
allegations. But he added that
their dissemination by re-
spected news media would
cause some people to relieve
the charges regardiess of the
facts.

*"We have our altlorneys
looking at the articles. Bul one
of the problems is that this is
out there now and some peo-
ple will believe it in any case.
How do we take it back?" he
said. :

*Der Spiegel is a widcly re-
spected publication — though
certainly not in jour circles
anymore,” Brennan added.

UEFA blacklists Belgium

GENEVA, Nov 8:
Belgium will not
be allowed to
host wither of
Europe's two

prestigious Cup

following a court

finals

decision to hold a UEFA official
responsible for the Heysel

disaster, a UEFA spokesman

saild on Thursday, reports

Last-minute goal saves Barcelona

PARIS, Nov 8 : A
last-minute |
saved mighty
Barcelona but
Olympique Mars-
eille, Arscnal and
Eindhoven were

PSV
unceremonijously ditched out
of the European Champions

h"‘r on Wednesday, reports

m“mkmkdwl

Sparta Prague while Arsenal
E'IJ'IBMMEIM*

time. Soviet international
Vasily Kulkov and Brazilian
striker Isais, with two, put
paid to the English champions.

Marc and Danny
Boflin Anderiecht as
the Belgian side knocked out
Dutech champions PSV
Eindhoven. 1t could have been
a heavier defeat. Degryse
missed a penalty.

Barcelona scraped through
to the lucrative mini-league
phase of the ition on
the strength of Jose Maria
Bakero's last minute goal

Kaiserslautern.

The German champions
beaten 2-0 in Spain, won 3-1
but went out on the away goals

Hotic scored twice before
Danish international Jarne
Glodback scored what ap-
peared to be the winner in the
76th minute.

Bakero's last minute strike
saved Dutch coach Johan

Cruyfl's e side.
Marseille club president

Bernard Tapie admitied defeat

in Czec kia would cost

him 30 milllon francs (five
million dollars).

Last season's finalists lost 2-
| to Sparta Prague and paid
dearly for the lapse of concen-
tration in the home mailch
when th conceded two

r going 3-0 up.

Martin Frydek and Horst

Siegl scored in each halfl for
and CGhanalan forward

i Pele’'s 6th minute goal
came too late to save Marscille.

Roman Kukleta and Petr
Vraber had scored the decisive
away goals in the first

Gianluca Vialli twice
after Attilio Lombarde had
opened the score on nine
minutes to put Italian champi-

mmww
Hungarian side Hoved.
A Fausto Pari own goal gave

Sam ria a less than com-
finish but t quali-

: Hossain Khoka
m\lh Stadium on Thursday.

N\

fled 4-3.

Red Star Belgrade, the
holders, won 2-0 in Cyprus
against Apollon Limasol to
qualify 5-1 on aggregate.

Pavil Yakovenko scored the
winner for Dynamo Kiev
against Brondby and then got
himsell sent off while two
goals from Dimitri Saravakos

saw Pantthinaikos Athens .

through against Goteborg in
Sweden.

Eu Cup Winners' Cup
holders Manchester United
nceding to score four times
against Atletico Madrid drew
I-1 and bowed out but felilow
English side Liverpool staged a
tremendous comeback against
Auxerre.

They had been played ofl
the park in a 2-0 defeat in
France but knocked the stufl-
ing out of Auxerre in wind

Anfield to win 3-0.

Beefy Danish midficlder Jan
by from the penalty s
Mike Marsh and Mark Walters
scored the goals.

The four times European
champions were back iIn

being intmdl.nud to

final against Juventus.

It was a bad night for
Germany and France.

Five German clubs out of
seven were climinated, includ-

ing former three-times cham-

pions Bayern Munich who
were put out by Copenhagen

on .

Monaco, which is techni-
cally outside France, are the
sole French representatives

left in Europe.
They scraped through
against Norrkopping of

Sweden in the European Cup
Winners Cup on Tuesday.
Cannes and Lyon joined
Marseille and Auxerre in mak-
ing an early exit
Dutch fans were in trouble.
German police rounded u
and detained 110 su
hoo and arrested five
Dute fans before Ajax
Amsterdam’'s UEFA Cup home
tie against Rotweiss Erfurt in

Reuter. ”

UEFA, the European
Football Union, are changing
their criteria for selecting
venues for the Cup
and Cup Winners' Cup [inals,
but will not consider Belgium
as a site,

There can be no further fi-
nals in Belgium in the present
circumstances,” the UEFA

said.

UEFA are angry that
Belgium's court of ap-
peal u the verdict against
their General-Secretary
Hans Bangerter last month (or
"gross ne " leading (o
the deaths of 39 soccer fans at
the 1985 Cup final.

UEFA argue they should not
be held res for an in-
cident in another country and
are whether they

t challenge the verdict of
's highest court.

Treasurer Jo Van Marle said
last week there would be dis-
cussions about the exclusion of
T from all UEFA gamcs
in weeks.

The spokesman said on
Thursday UEFA were drawing
up a list of stadia submitied by
national associations [rom
which they could choose a sta-

dium more suitable for the fi-
nalists.

UEFA hope to avoid the
problems thrown up by last
season's Cup Winners' Cup final
between Manchester United
and Barcelona when ticket
demand from the two heavily-
supported teams [ar exceeded
the 42,000-capacity of
Rotterdam’s stadium.

"The advantages of this
catalogue of stadia . . . will
allow greater flexibility, since
it will enable UEFA to
designate venues for the finals
before the semifinal stage of
the competitions rather than
at the end of the previous
year,” UEFA said in its latest
newsletter.

"It will be possible to take
into account which teams arc
liable to reach the finals and

avoid situations where
the stadtum chosen is too large
for teams which are not sup-
ported by vast armies of fans,
or where a stadium cannot ac-
commodate enough fans for a
final between two very popular
tcams.”

They also hope to avoid
forcing two teams from one
side to travel across
the continent for the final

Jansher Khan irked

LONDON. Nov B: Werld
number one Jansher Khan said
on he would not play
for Pakistan in the World team

starting

in Helsinki on November 13,
Reuter.

Jansher said he felt shightod

|

tion the flight was full. Jansher
was offered a seal on the next
available flight on Friday

World squash

now next Feb
DUBAI, Nov B : The World

Cup Squash championships,
scheduled for Dubai in Dece-

time

A s release issued by
the International Squash
Players’ Association, in comsul-
tations with the United Arab



