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ing distance of a great many
younger children; unatt active
atmosphere in school; and
absence of for readi-
ness learning in schocil for
children most ol whom come
from poor and illitcirate

The above céen be
largely resolved with wiiling
community participalion:
Traditionally educating pri-
mary age group children has
-been a community based attiv-
“fty. But this was distui‘bed
" in 1973 the governnonaent
-pationalised most of the
. primary schools greatly di mi-
nishing carlier individual .and
“collective urge of the
‘community to lake any ‘cal

F

‘responsibility for primary
Idea Behind Satellite Scha ol

The tdea behind satel lite
scthool is based on certain
_ it was feit that
the community had to be

dumml:u:h:f

children  in order to ensuire
their universal access to
- primary education. It wras
t that if teaching of
‘younger children in pie-
grade and classe: |

away from the primary school
but within easy reach of
diffcrent localities, the parenits
‘might feel persuaded to seind
their children to these now
locations for schoo The

FOCUS ON PRIMARY EDUCATION

Education

by Mahmood Aminul Islam

Community Supported Satellite Schools

ssible Answer To Achieving Universal Primary Education In Bangladesh

The article describes how it has been possible to almost ireble primary enrolment in
a rural government primary school by extending classroom facilities to community
provided accommodation and teachers near to the immediate neighbourhood of

youn

er children.

Orientation training of volunteer teachers in progress at .
Bhaluka upazila headquarters.

and regular pupil attendance, '

and [oster better school —
community relations. With the
dispersal of studcats ol classes
| and Il along with ‘Baby’ class
to satellite schools the over-
crowding at the primary

school would be relicved.
Oveni ¢ Satellite School
In order to test the validity
of the above assumptions a ru-
ral government primary school
in Bharadoba village of Bhaluka
upazila in Mymensingh district
was sclected in November
1987. The place is about 40
miles from Dhaka on Dhaka —

Mymensingh highway. The se-
lection of school was followed

schools, or oflering any em-
ployment to volunteer teach-
ers. All that was being offered
were certain educational facili-
ties on reciprocal basis which
would make schoeling of local
children easier and saler.

it was agreed that the
community would : provide a
structure to accommodale
salellite school; engage two or
more volunteer teachers for
each school; encourage and as-
sist parents to send their chil-
dren to school; to hold
monthly parents — Lteachers
meeting in each school; main-
tain satellite school structure;
and suftably furnish class-
rooms. In return, the govern-
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During this preparatory
phase (Dec '87-Feb '88) pre-
primary curriculum was -
tially Ltbpd by an upertw
commitiee, and a socio-eco-
nomie su
old
years old children
and their schooling status was
carried out. It was found that
there were 5668 and 727 chil-
dren respectively of the above
age grnuK;o living in the
primary school catchment area
in early 1988.

During the same time the
volunteer teachers along with
primary teachers and conven-
ers were given orientation
training. Learning materials
were supplied and teachers
from the mother school were
assigned to each satellite
school. The community offered
mud huts at two places and in
the remaining two places

Attitudinal Impediments in
Education and Development

Helaluddin Ahmed

tem of education in a
country has to meet the in-
dividual and collective needs of
a country. The educational.
system is the instrument i
sociely uses (o equip Iits
_members with the means te
lead productive public lives
and lﬁlier private lives. This
system must provide op-
portunitics to gifted individu -
als for developing their skills.
it should cater to the training
necds of a leaderships group
and at the same time provide
for Mourishment of vocational
abilities which is essential for a
progressive democratic  soci-

ety.

During the colonial days,
the attitude of the rulers to-

ITh-:mucthltlhcnjm-

government with passive
submission. The people
looked to the state for satisfac-
tion of their socidl-economic
and educdtional nceds. The
gbvernment build roads and
~schools framed policies on

education, maintained law and

~ Owr present education sys-
tem in fact has its in
those dark colonial days.
educational system was dc-
signed to prnd{lu: government
servants whom o the
state and scrved their
Masters. The ra and scope
of education w:;'mlful to
those fields which contributed
to attainment of
4n some rticular
.mental skills.

govern-

As the nationalist mové
ments reflecting the natural
aspirations of the people of
the subcontinent to betome
Irefhxlnnd momentum, the
ou of the people towards,
the nment’ underwent
| All actien of
the government, whether ac-

tually good or bad, met with -

protests. Even those that were
in public interest were crili-

cised.

The governmenl was
viewed as a devil and noncoop-
eration became the badge of
patriotism. The indillerent
passivity of earlier days found
its utility in the newcer form of
passive resistance. The goal
was [reedom, tactics negativism
and the people’'s attitude and
aclions were (Inspired and
govcrned by the end to be
achieved. This phenomenon
spread very rapidly in our ed-
ucal arcna and the stu-
dent community in fact played
a glorious role in this grand
struggle for freedom. But sadly,
as a to this, we
were left with two unfortunate
lcgactes which continue to
haunt us even today. One was
lack of of a recog-
nized public authority-weather
legitimate or not, and the
other was a spirit of indisci-
pline especially amongst the
politically conscious student
community. «

Spurred on largely by the
nationalist movements for

freedom and justice, transfer
of power from the British be-
gan even before inde nce
was an accomplished fact.
Du this latter period of the
Bri Raj we [requently wit-
l;ruad undtg:'ldﬂud- scramble
positions a propensi
to place the self geﬁm.- uE
community. The often disrup-
tive forees of communalism,

- regionalism and provicialism

came o the fore time and
again. |

This trend continued

g the Pakistan days.

I tcly after the emer-

genee of a newly independent

Bangladesh the emerges of a

seven and hall crore people

turned to the task of building a

proud and prosperous nation.

For a moment at the dawn of

freedom our colonial attitudes
momentarily change, but only
to reemerge with a newer in-
tensity very soon.

In thosc I':éuc days there
was not much opportunity to
take the long look, or to dis-
_passionately analyze our past

experience and our future op-
portunities. After the first

greal surge that launched the
nation, magic was gone.
Slowly the old nlllludmﬂ?l.lmt

needs of a

were absorbed during the past
century returned to plague our
nation and our education and
continued to impede our
progress, One after another we
witncssed. the resurfacing of
passivily, non-cooperation,
indiscipline, corruption, and
opportunism.

In a situation where the
overriding objective  of the
stale is that of nation bufld-
ing, and where these opposing
attitudinal forces simultanc-
ously exist, the immense task
of social-political, economic
and educational uplifiment can
only be accomplished wen a
strong dedicated, and respon-
sible leadership exists. Such
leadership must be strong
enough to moderate, balance
and overcome these harmful
attitudes. Unfortunately, with
the exception of a few dedi-
cated souls such as Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman this
lcadership had failed to
emerge in our country until

the recent transition to
demeocracy.
" The 21st year of our inde-

pendence has started rolling
amidst widespread dissatisfac-
tion with what has been ac-
complished. But one does not
get the picture of a citizenry,

- both on and oll campus, imag-

inalively and energetically
working towards eradication of
their socio-economic malaise
and educational vices. Rather it
is the government that sets
the direction and determines

the eriterias for national and

educational development. In

 the field of education, although

our leaders are now the formu-
lators of policies, the sector
was neither in fact nor in the-
ory given the attention or fm-
portance that might enable it
to face the local or global chal-
lenge. Those within the sys-
tem has failed to develop ap-
propriate attitudes, habits, and
skills, consistent with the
ple who con-
trolled their own destiny. Our
curricula, teaching methods,
educational facilities, adminis-
trative structures and system
of examinations continue to
reflect the old apathetic atti-
tude and conflicting values.
These are the attitudes of a
subject people rather than
that of Fr:: men. Thus the
need of the momeént is a revo-
lution in attitudes through
which the cynicism, lethargy,

. rmation Officer.

opportunism, suspicion, dis-
honesty and indiflerence that
have characterised the out-
look of our people for so many
dccades in the past will given
way to a spirit of individual
initiative, pecrsonal integrity,
pride in accomplishment,
trust in one's fellow and
a private sensec ol public duty.

Our education sector can
shoulder its responsibilities
properly only if a revision of at-
titudes on the part of the pro-
[cssionals is accompanied by a
change in attitude in the Zv-
crnmental hierarchy and the
general masses. In  the past
the fundamental role of educa-
tion in the programmes for so-
cio-economic development
was little appreciated. The
concept of education as an in-
vesiment socio-economic
growth and its value as a socio-
cconomic asset has never
been fully comprehended. In
education, as in all other sec-
tors, it is impossible to ignore
the economic reality, that "one

receives largely what one pays
for". : '

» Good education is expen-
sive and educational expansion
nceds morc expense. As we
the people are the beneficia-
ries of this expansion, the
sacrifices required must be
borne primarily by us. .

All our educational prob-
lems, and in fact all our na-
tional problems are
entwined in a web of attitudes
and values that is inappropri-
ate to an independent national
entity, and incompatible with
our commitment for national
progress and development.
Pcople's attitude can not be
changed overnight, but they
can certainly be changed. This
is one of the precious lessans
that we' have learned from
recorded history. In fact the
real importance of education
lies in the fact that, it is the
basic instrument for promot-
ing such a itive change in
our utitudur“ and values. We

should provide our political
and academic leadership with
an opportunity to instill that

new attitude in us and thereby
promote the noble *cause of
national upliftment. -

The writer (s presently

serving in the Press Inform-
ﬂlhﬂﬂqbwmtnt.mliﬁ!-

| tions such as

temporary sheds were up
uwmmﬂ

Impact of Satellite Schools

In senior classes (I, IV
and V taken enroll-
ment from Il in
1987 10 152 In 1988, o 218
in 1989, to 306 in 1990 and to

from 27 in 1987 to 188 in
1991].

There were also e

girls studying in these cl.-
than boys (1568 girls w 1.1

However, the disquieting
feature¢ about enrollment
increase is that about 20 per
cent children who were in
cilass | in 1988, 1989 and
1990 res did not join
class [l in the following year. A
greater per cent of children

(52 per cent in 1990)
out {rom class H. Gropped

NL 18 reversed its

decision ot  to accepl

external {unding for its
education programme.

With significant develop-
ments in the front,
international funding agencies
are npplr:nd'{ willing now to
accept the Indian govern-
ment's terms in the running of
education projects.
~ India earlier decided not to
accept money from organisa-
the United
Nations Children's Fund

UNICEF , Swedish
International Development

Agency (SIDA) and the World
Bank.

A senior official of the
Education Ministry explained
that the Weorld Bank, for in-
stance, after long negotiations,
agreed that there should be no
conditions attached to the

spending of foreign exchange
loans.

The official said, "Earlier,
we had thought that external
agencies, with their Western
thinking, can slowly influence
the Indian education system
and even corrode it.”

There were also fears, ini-
tially, that the country might
become overly dependent on
external funding for its educa-
tion projects and that imbal-
ances could be created
through over-investment in
certain areas of education.
These fears were expressed by
Indian delegate to the World
Conference on Education held
in Jomtien, Thailand in 1990,

But following the experi-
ences of Pakistan and

esh in the implementa-

| tion of World Bank-assisted

education programmes, India
changed its attitude.

Now several international
organisations have offered to
extend huge loans to India to
hasten the reduction of the

country's -very high illiteracy
rate,

These offers followed the

release of the latest census re-
port which showed that the
country's literacy rate has now
incrcased to a respectable

"52.11 per cent. Indian experts

have expressed conflidence
that this census result is an
indication that the illitcracy
problem in their country is be-

ing gradually overcome.
Based

on the census results, -

India's literate population in-
creased from 234 million in
1881 to 352 million in 1991.°
This means a 50O per cent in-
crease in the country’s literate
population during the last

decade

Indian officials are jubilant.
A senior official of the Human
Resources
Minis said, "Clearly, there
has been a 22 million in-
crease in the illiterate popula-
tion. In 1981, there were 302
million illiterates. , there
are 324 million. If the coun-
try's population had not

Present Status of Satellite
Schools
The operation of satellite
schools has entered into fourth
year. The wvolunteer teachers
are now (since July 91) being
paid a monthly remuncration
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of Tk. 400/- by UNICEF. This
has been introduced as it was
found that local people, mostly

r, are unable to the
leachers. A design for 3 —
roomed satellite school
under Tk. 40,000/- has been
prepared. Part ol construction
cost for purchase of matcrials
will be met by UNICEF. The
community has now to mobiles
resources and work unitedly to
build the schools.

Lessons Learnt
The marked rise in enroll-
ment after opening of satellite

:
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Children of

pre-primary an

-million),

Development .

India Shi

L e

d dissis 1 aad 1l Tnsids the
classroom of a satellite school.

. ::.-jl o ! 3 a; '

schools has proved the value of

community parlicipation in
primary education

innovative {dea of
exiended classrooms for
teaching younger children in
the immediate vicinity of home
caught the imagination of the
local people. They readily
made avallable classroom
space and teachers in retarn of
certain educational f[acilitics
offcred by the government.
Encouraged by frequent
supervision and guidance from
authorities in Dhaka and with
the support of upazila -
tration the co *:*l
whoile and the teachers in
particular went on working for
the satellite schoels for
four years without any
prospect of immediate mate-
rial gain.

The jump in en-
roliment proves the existence
of latent demand for education
which the community pro-
ceeded to meet. However, with
closer co-operation between
the parents, teachers and
community the large number
of drop-outs that occurred in
classes | and Il could have
been prevented.

sudden

The satellite schools also
offer possible solution of how
preparalory learning (Baby’
class) could be organiscd with-
out the government taking di-
rect responsibility for it

Replicability of Satellite
School

The idea of satellite schools
scems (o have worked. It pro-
vides a framework for
launching government —
community collaborative effort
to maximise primary enroll-
ment al minimum cost and
thus leading 1o UPE. It also
solves the problem of over-
crowding at the cxisling pri-
mary schools. While admitiedly
a al success, the satclMie
sc approach has lo be
carcfully evaluated before

adopting it for replication. In

mm?“
Lo

biities of long term Sdncing

and of salellite

schools on the basis of shared

responsibility.

(Mr. Mahmood Aminul
Islam, formerly Additional
Secretary, Ministry of
Educdtion, along with UNICEF
school idea and tested it on
the ground J[rom [987 to

fts Gear

in Literacy Campaign

Indian officials are jubilant, as the latest census indicates the illiteracy problem is
being gradually overcome. by Prakash Chandra :

jumped up by 160 million, the
rate of illiteracy would havc

been lower.”

Prior to this development,
it was feared that I , the
sccond most populo
in the world, would have at
least half the world's estimated
one billion flliterate population
by the year 2000.

Now experts are optimistic
that India will account for only
a third of the world's illitepates
by then. They are confident
that if the literacy campaign is
sustained, India's illiterate
population will decline further.

Despite this very significant
accomplishment, the task be-
fore India remains daunting.
For one thing, the number of
illiterate Indian women re-
mains high decspite gains made
by the literacy campaign.
Women account for three-fifths
of the country's illiterate popu-
lation. |

India {s becoming increas-
ingly aware of the importance
of making women literate as it

country

has been noted that hirh fe-
male literacy rates often ..w..
lower infant mortality an.
population growth ra*- .
Significant increas in fe-
male literacy rates have been

- recorded in the states of

Haryana, Manipur, Nagaland,
Sikkim and some other

smaller states. The increases
ranged [rom 14 per cent to a
little less than 20 per cent.

The South Indian state of
Kerala continued to lead in lit-
eracy with a rate of almost 98
per cent. Tamil Nadu, another
southern state, did quite well
in its literacy campaign, mak-
ing it the tenth most literate
state in India. Delhi, with a lit-
cracy rate of 76.05 per cent,
was sixth. ‘

The Hindi-speaking states
— Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar
— ‘continued. to suffer from

poor literacy. These states also -

registcred the highest repro-
duction rates. All attempts to
slow down the population

INDIA TRIES TO

RUB OUT THE
THUMB PRINT

_ ITH the Indian census
anr the first time
showing more literat-

es (352 million) than people
who cannot read or write (324
hopes have been
raised that the country might
avoid being the world's most

Ailiterate nation by the end of

the century, reports Aisha Ram

The current literaey drive
has abandoned the old method
of running adult education
centres begins with a six-
month motivation campaign,
using folk artists and street

performers who decr
"angootha chaap®™ (thum
world of

Erlnt] and extol
now

Teaching is then carried
out in les’ mother tongue
or the ge of the district.
The Natiomal Literacy Mission

feels 200 hours of learning are
needed to achieve a satisfac-
tory level.

The whole of Kerala and
Goa states and the territory of
Pondicherry have bcen de-
clared literate.

In Midnapore in West
Bengal state — which recently
won a literacy award from the
UN Scicentific, Cultural and
Educational Organization — the
cry is “shakshata, shachitanata
aur sakshamata" (literacy,
awarcness and empowerment)
and rival political parties are
working together on literacy
programmes.

Thousands of postcards and
letters from new literates are
pouring into the offices of the
district organisers, expressing
thanks and exciterent.

th in these states have so
failed.
India will need the
lor its education, and litcracy,
prugrammes. The World Bank
has noted that India continues
to be short of resources for
education and is badly in need
of support. But with the new
shift in India's education -

icy, assistance has s to
pour in.
UNICEF 1is providing

US$100 million for the Bihar
education project. The World

‘Bank is making available

US$240 million for a

in Uttar Pradesh. SIDA
proposed assistance worth
US$75 million for Rajasthan’'s
Pcople's Movement for
Literacy and Development.

It has been estimated that if
the goal of Education for All by
the Year 2 is to be
achieved, elcmentary educa- .
tion alone in India would re-
quire about 800,000 million
rupees in the next 10 years.

In two Kerala villages it was
reported that communal ten-
sions dissipaled within two
days of eruptling because learn-
ing together under the mellow
light of the lamp had softened
enmities.

A contractor at pur
steel mill tried to bribe -
ers to drop out of classes be-
cause he literate work-
ers would find out how much
they were being explofted. |

Reading rooms and libraries
ﬁ;lpmln; up, :n;rin \H?
new lit-
erales are :ci'!r::: produced.
Some existing of-
fer special columns new
literates, providing informa-
tion about government sche-
mes and bank facilitics as well
as news.

The estimated cost of
achieving full lteracy in 100

districts of the coun
1993 is $120 murw




