The SAARC ship, as former Sri Lankan presi-
dent Junius used to call the th
Asian Association for | Cooperation, is In

scas in. Jayawardene used to say
m would be t:lylny mutinies along the
journey, but with expert captainship, the shi
with seven nations on board would eventually
reach calmer waters.

The fatlure of Sri Lanka, and in particular
's embattled successor Ranasinghe
. 10 hold the sixth summit scheduled
last Thursday tn Colombo, showed that the
ship was still far from being endowed with a cap-
tain of recognisable ability.

The storm this time was precipitated by
Bhutanese King Jigme Singye Wangchuk's inabil-
ity, ex some days back, to attend the

, and the mutiny was led by India's Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao who invoked the SAARC
charter and said there could not be a valid sum-
mit unless all seven leaders were present.

However, Rao's tion raises questions
since he must been aware the conse-
quences for the future of SAARC of his refusal to
attend. Hia reported refusal to accept

Wangchuk's nominee as a valid representative
also lacked credibility since was

mummdmmm
DB at the Male summit in
1990, In ' Premadasa. However,

we are not sure what kind of diplomatic
efforts Premadasa himself had put in to salvage

first place, to
ration, while

ope would there
P tion? Again this brings us

. the present crisis, not one of the lead-
%mmmmmmm

ers :
host president seemed more interested

in up face-saving shows of nal clout.
As the of the t of and as
prwdmumﬂant;lr claims to

have done most to bring the regional body into

devolves on Bangladesh to act
times of any crisis in SAARC.
ware of any eflorts Bangladesh made
Bhutanese King to come, and
nvince the Indian PM to attend
Summit. It was essential that Dhaka

(ween N Bethi and Colomba Sakkd
vital importance to us and everything must

be done to overcome the czreécnt crisis. The

wﬂ is now, and Bangladesh should take the

one of the densest
populations in the world, desh perhaps
rally tops the nations in the number of
unnatural deaths. What is less appreciated is the
fact of the strangely diverse ways people die here.
If a count was made of the modes of unnatural
death, we are hopeful Bangladesh will again hit a
very top perch.

t sad and unfortunate than interesting
that E:hut many people die here of eat the
"Potka’ . The newspapers ever so often publish
C tragedies. So many people
the same reason over the ages that
the Potka’ {ish should have by now become the
most dreaded uneatable item on a traditional
menu. No one has been heard of che the
‘karabi’ seed or eating the ‘dhoture’ ball and

dying of very acute polaumr:_g that is bound to
follow. That is because even the most ignorant of

our deprived and hapless classes of people are
fully conscious of the danger. A ‘P«:m‘.kaP fish

't poison like the narcotic drugs — ghrmg
you a oomfnrtlnﬁyand even [antastic fare an

slowly but inexorably to death. The

you directly — in a matter of hours.

Then why eat it ?

The Potka in fact represents one of our saddest

national . It makes such a delicious dish
that those t have savoured it even for once
would all life look forward to another
taste of it — or to unceasing part of the
same, if that was ble. It is a peculiarly

t

hﬁ'trmt to pine for the Potka taste. But then
you to know how to process it. There is a
poison somewhere
housewives, like
them used to be, knew how
extricate it before putting it on the boiling pot.
skill — almost akin to the
and knowledge of the snakecharmer who
about extracting the poison-tooth and
a fail-safe practice — is gone but the

symbolic of the Bengali
centuries in aﬁ of =
e a very
dynamic people — and the
: Exﬁaltheoldmnthcr-m-hwm
g:pan: a safe savoury Potka dish and when
daughter-in-law tries her hand — there are
deaths family. The ancient wisdom that has
secn us through the vicissitudes of national

survival, its fast disappearance is tolling a bell of
ethnic decline and may be extinetion.

And this applies not only to our poor hapless
— but perhaps more to the so-called ad-
vanced nations of the world. The Potka deaths do

the danger of the vanish
the environment in mankind as a

We sympathise ith the family in
lost one on W ol t.ml*utl;aummuznlg“I

Sincerely for the e recovery of the girls af-
lﬁdhythcmfcmdma 1311'
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each other with increasing

m’ CIA director Wilh-

am Webster, who resigned last
May after the disastrous loss of
computer disks and other
material in a fire at the US
embassy in Moscow, was
quoted this ycar as saying that
"economic security is part of
our national defence.”

As the Soviet Union
agencies lament the loss
in the post-Cold War world. This

gradually

of a familiar adversary and wonder

assumes the mantle of capitalism, Western intelligence
what role will be left for them
is leading to a fundamental shift in their operations as

spies seek a new identity and the search begins for a new enemy — imaginary or real.

His nominated successor, |

(DGSE), revealed that

espionage, which included

phone tapping. was “for the*

good of France,” he told the

Spying in the nineties

his
agency has been spying on
American companies in France
for at least a decade. The

US television network NRC.

Perhaps 10 counier such
manocuvres, a new CIA task
force on international eco-
nomics has been set up to pro-
vide the public and private
sectors with cconomic data
and prevent technology trans-

fer to competitors.

The CIA also intends to
concentrate on economic di-
mensions of regional fssues in
the developing world. The

is worried that Third
aﬂrﬁ debt problems could
lead o political instability in
some countries, threatening

s which provide
access to natural

pro-US re
und
resources for the industri-
alised North. :

tions casier for those involved
in the international drugs,
arms, technology-transfer and
nuciear deals. The CIA also in-
tends to monitor the global

capital, espectally

transler of .
frorh South to North.

Controlling the narcotics
., how-

espes ally n the
agency's pltfmrm trial
of former Panamanian Presi-
dent Manuel Noriega, who was
for many years on the payroll
of the CIA, suggests the agency
may have turned a blind eye to
drug trafficking: when it was
its

trade will
ever,

not be

conducted to finance

political allies in

roles in US hltw-ﬂ:z
ties.

Changes within the CIA
when the
agency [aces criticism at home
for its fatlure to predict both
the August coup In Moscow
invasion of
Kuwait. During the Gulf crisis
critics complained that the

come al a time

and last

s Iragl

CIA demonstrated poor judge-
ment and a flawed wunder-
standing of the re
. which had on
relatively friendly terms with
the US.
Critics have also charged

opacativns ea fhe o oo

largely ineffective in lrag — a

stark contrast with its success-
ful electronic and satellite in-

telligence operations.
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AIWAN has applied to

return as a member of

the United Nations —
under the title of "Republic of
China." In fact, it was a fou-
nder-member of that body a
half-century ?

But then, for this island off
the east coast of the great bulk
of mainland China, such a sit-
uation only matches others in
its colourful history.

It was 80 years ago that
China's last imperial dynasty
was overthrown. The leader of
the Republican revolution was
Sun Yet-sen, whose birthplace
visitors can still see if they go
to Macau and entér China

the 400-year-old bor-
der gate there. |

His . the Nationalists,
has had a chequered history.
In the 1920s it weakened as
warlords began to split the
country. In the 1930s Japan
invaded Manchuria and began

southwards.

The Nationalists came un-
der the leadership of General
Chiang Kai-shek, and when
Japan provoked America in
1941 into entering the Second
World War, Gen Chiang became
an ally of the British-American

forces.
An "ABCD Front" was
formed against Japan — the

initials stood for American,
Britain, China and the Dutch
East Indies. When the war

ended in 1945, this alliance
did not hold together, how-

ever. The US odeuj Japan
for a short while, but Britain
began withdrawing from all its
Asian empire, Holland

a losing battle against
Indonesian nationalists under

Sir., Recently a startlin
news ilem appearing in the
New York Times, says that, in
a book authored by an
American {investigative re-
porter, it has been revealed
that Israel has a nuclear arse-
nal far hTer than previously
suspecle by the US
Government. It- further said
that while Isracl was under
missile at attack from Iraq ear-
lier this year, the targets for
this Israeli nuclear missile at-
tacks could have been the Arab
nations that were threatening
Israel. Among the assertions
made in the above-noted book
is the one that successive US
Presidents with the exception
of John F. Keenedy, did little
to restrain the Isracli pro-
gramme, suspecting adverpse
electoral repercussions.

History Repeats itself in Taiwan

' Alan Chalkley writes from Hong Kong

Shukarno, and a much-bat-
tered China was left in the
hands of an til uipped army
undcr Gen. Clﬂnrgﬂ.

China was rife with disaf-
fection. The Communists had
formed their own army under
Mao and Chou, first collaborat-
ing with Gen. Chiang and then
breaking with him. By 1949
Chiang Kai-shek had lost con-
trol of the north and west, and
fled with his top men to
Taiwan. '

History was repeating itself.
Back in 1644, when the
Manchus replaced the Ming
dynasty, rebels who supported
the Ming cause fled to Taiwan
under the great Kosinga. By
the way, Kosinga planned to
invade the Philippines and
built a great navy to do so, but
died before it could set sail
and his son gave up the idea —
and also the idea of fighting
back into the mainland.

The island has been for
various perfods under the
control of the Portuguese, the
Dutch and the Japanese. To
some people, it is still known
as 'Formosa,” which is
Portuguese for "beautiful.” Its
people; who are close to the
people of Fujian across the
narrow strails, have been in
turn independent and then
colonial over the centuries.

But by the 1960s, with the

Chiang generals from the
mainland still in political con-

trol, the island's economy was
being transformed in a unique
manner — and a most success-
ful one.

Talwan is mostly mountain-
ous. A narrow farming plain
runs down the west side. The

to the richer countries.
But they have to be pres-

surc-cooked and canned. So a
few large cannery cooperatives

were formed, with their facto-

ries strategically placed in the

farming areas.

'm‘
Bytﬁclﬂthwlmmumchmm“
unique way — and a most successful one. Today it is
the world's 13th biggest foreign trader and with the
world’s largest foreign reserves

ﬁ

ports are not good, and the is-
land has few raw material re-
sources.

So why is it that Taiwan
now has the world's largest
foreign reserves, and is the
world's 13th biggest foreign
trader? How has the economy
grown at an average real rate of
over 9 per cent a year in the
period 1986-19917

In a series of hard-thought
policy guidelines, it was de-
cided that if Taiwan was to sell
goods abroad from its modest
farming capacity, they should

be big "value-added” items. In

other words, luxuries.

They chose mushrooms and
asparagus. These can be grown
under cover, and in multi-layer
hot-houses. They use up little
acreage, but if they are pro-
duced with great care and in
mass quantities they are ex-
tremely profitable when sold

———— e —

considcring the scale and so- _

phistication of Saddam's pro-

€ gramme. According to thal re-

port, Iraq still has the know-
how and technology to build a
nuclear bomb,

So we have the picture of
one country, Israel, already
possessing a nuclear arsenal
with the blessings of the west-
ern powers and of the UN's in-
tense efforts directed to pre-
vent Iraq from acquiring nu-
clear capability. The contrast-
ing scenario may be a cause of
concern among Lhose sincercly
wishing a satisfactory solution
to the problems of the Middle
East. It is, however, puerile to
suppose that im this age of
rapidly advancing technology,

-the Arab world will remain

supine without devising in due
course appropriate nuclear de-
terrent, while Israel will wield
its big stick over its adver-
saries with its nuclear advan-
tage, however obsessive the
western rs may be in the
matter of destruction of Iraq's

nuclear capability.
A S M Nurunnabi
Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka

Repatriation

Sir, It is said that patrio-
tism is the greatest, purest
and noblest sentiment as well
as virtue on the earth. The

Holy Quran justifies it by saying

It is a part of Iman'. But in
case of Urdu-speaking
Muhajirs it is proved to be in-
operative and of no value. Poets
of all countries eulogised the
importance of patriotism. The
celebrated poet Robert

Browning in his esteemed

poem 'Patriotism' says, the
most unfortunate person is he
‘who has no motherland or is a
stateless person.

-ﬂ]i)prﬂximatr:ly - 3,00,000
people are languishing in dif-
ferent camps scattered all over
Bangladesh in sub-human and
adverse conditions in the for-
lorn hope of going to Pakistan.
They are known as stranded
Pakistanis. Their lives are full
of pathos, mental agonies and
anxieties. Is this the price of
patriotism of these people? I
would like to quote a famous
line of the celebrated Urdu
poet Mirza Ghalib "Kya ye
Namrod ki khudhai thee ban-
degi me bhi hamara bhala na
hua,” meaning — was it the
godliness of Namrod that in
spite of worshipping, I could
not be benefited.

" So, | fervently appeal to the
authorities concerned that
these patriotic but stranded
Pakistants must be repatriated
for the sake of humanity, jus-
tice and fairplay without wast-
ing any more time.

Naushad Rahman
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

The [armers were placed
under strict discipline: they
must grow exactly as the sci-
entists directed, and must de-
liver top quality and on time.
In return they were given soft
loans for land and equipment,
and guaranteed prices.

By 1969 Taiwan, believe it

or not, accounted for three-
quarters ol all the canned as-
paragus in world trade,.and
the mushroom exports were
also global record-breakers.

For a hard-scrabble country
(and one which was soon to be
expelled from the United
Nations), this was an economic
paragon.

On the imports side, for-
eign exchange was saved by in-
troducing only the very high-
est-ylelding grain seeds, espe-
cially rice strains. The result
was that within years Taiwan
turned from an importer to an
exporter of rice.

But since then, times have
changed. Taiwan has found
that it is now cheaper to buy
foreign rice than waste local
soil on growing it. The mar-

velous mushroom and aspara- -

gus trade continues, but it
plays a much smaller part in
the national income of the is-
land.

Taiwan has become a large
and brilllant manufacturer. Its
light engineering and elec-
tronic industries are among
the world's leaders. It is
building a “science city" to
promote the high-technology
of the future. It is a leading

shipbuilder, demolishes more
old ships for scrap than any
other country, and is up among
the big stecl-makers.

its container-port at
Kaohsiung in the south vies in
volume with the big container

ports of Hong Kong and
Singapore. The private ship-
ping line, Evergreen, serves
global routes {and the owmer
has started his own interna-
tional airlinet) '

The future? Well, the island
has become a "mature” econ-
omy and cannol expect to
continue at the same
pace, or even producing the
same kinds of ‘goods. 1ts polit]- ,
cal future is still in ferment,
with internal disputes over
“independence,” and external
wrangles with nations
which are relics old cold
wars. '

But the luh_ntdheund its pe:-f

le are used to vagaries
Elutury, Th have been

Iihn:mgh it all before, and have
ll.ll'?h'l:d

Whatever happens to' the
economy and the pelity, one
can expect the people will find
practical measures, and earry
them out with energy.

— Depthnews Asia

- Hooliganism and Helplessness

As the days roll into months
and months likewise into
years, our country is gradually
slipping into the grip of dark
forces of violence and rowdy-
ism. A long series of gunbattles
have been raging thro ut
the country, most stro be-
ing felt in the capital asrthy. re-
sulting in the closed of a
large number of educational
institutions for an indefinite

riod. Many localities have

me the battlefields of war-
ring armed groups who try to
establish supremacy and. influ--
ence over each other. Their
attempts to assert themselves
through armed means make
the of the common masses
captivated, risky and inconve-
nient to carry out their normal
activities. '

Internecine conflicts of po-
litical parties or student
groups give rise to clashes.
Most of these gunfights leave
people helpless and silent ob-
servers like orphan children.
The man with a firearm is the
mighty person in such circum-
stances. There is every reason
to banish any illusion
any idealistic persuasion by
these rowdy elements to take
our nation to any promised
land: create these anar-
chies only to serve their in-
stincts to grab power and -
tion. Nothing to wohder t
the great leaders of the politi-
cal parties, better to call them
great orators who show -
thy in their speeches only and
blame their nists
for all these disturbances.
Major political parties are en-
ﬂg;d :n endless incidences of
mud-slinging which b no
good to the general "mrl-r:

The common people are
ite jittery and icky. They
tl frustrated .ﬂ“dgfm

as there is no visible move
from any quarter to curb this
free-style rowdyism which is
eroding our social life, retard-
ing the economic development
and educational pursuit.
Surely, we have the custodians
of law and order who are sup-
posed to maintain peace and

illity in the socio-politi-
cal life. As the tax-payers' hard
earned money is spent to
maintain this force, I.Ee force
has definitely got an obligation
to carry out their responsibili-
ties. The prevailing situation
reinforces the common beliefl
that the custodians of peace,
literally "sleep” when any kind
of disturbances or flery activi-
ties rock the university cam-
pus or any locality. Of course
they show much muscle-flex-
ing when the whole episode of
anarchy/agitation is over and
show their activity by picking
up some innocent scrs-by
or by-standers and put them in

jail. There is no reason, how-

ever, to believe that the
helmsmen of the police
administration are like Rip
Van Winkle that they are
unaware of these instances of
outrageous breaches of law and
order disrupting and vitiating
the whole situation. Should we
believe that some sinister
"ghost hands” are playing
tricks on them?

We, however, note with dis-

contentment that a demoecratic

government installed nearly
eight months back should
keep mum about this "long
continuous violence and
rowdyism”. Should we believe
that they are still trying to
asscess the whole gamut of
these incidents, it is a belated
endeavour, we must conclude.
It is a self-defeating concept to
put blames on others and take

no action against these un-
wanted cvents having all law
keeping agencies at command.
The democracy loving people
of the world feel disappointed
by this trend of events in our
nascent democracy. To stop
the violence sincere and hon-
est attitude s required and
governmenf alone should be
quite competent to handle the
situation, this is believed b
the conscious quarter. e
Il the present situation is §
allowed to prevail in the
country and the party in power
fails constantly to improve the
situation, it will be telling
the democratic spirit and pa-
triotic zeal. It is inconceivable
that the ruling party should al-
low anarchy to continue,
Memories of autocracy are still
vivid and the politicians should
not forget that this democracy
has been earned at a cost.
It is true that we me

Idilcnurngcd and frustrated

very easily when we see the
empliness of  repeated
promises of solutions to the
struggling masses! We must
hope that braveness and
adamancy of our eratory-loving
political leaders will soon en-
gage them in tra the
arms-brandishing 'partymen’
into peace-making develop-
ment agents. After all the an-
archy let loose by the hood-
lums usually rise to the elimax
only o cause eventual downfall
of any establishment. We be-
lieve that the government will
rise lo the occasion and com-
mand the police to do the

needful — the task of wi
outl hoodlums and t-uHhEl

peace before it goes bey
contrel.

Hubert Francis Sarkar -
Singtola, Dhaka.



