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Y’slavia faces
EC sanctions

Report from Zagreb said .
Croatian radio said on Tuesday
that Croatian forces had dis-
covered the bodies of 17 civil-
jans massacred by Scrblan au-
tonomists near Grubisno Polje,
100 kilometres (80 miles) cast

of Zagreb.

it said the Serbs had killed
the civilians while withdrawing
from the

But in Belgrade, the
Yugoslav accused
the Croatian forces of having
massacred Serbian villagers in
the Grubisno Polje arca, and
urged intervention by Lhe

Eu Community to "stop

the pnuci:!e."

with police in Ctg
From Our Staff
Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov § : At

including seven police person-
nel Tuesday aftcrnoon when
soccer fans clashed with police
in the Chittagong stadium area.
The clashes ensued when
Abahani lost a match
against Steel Mills by a solitary
goal. The supporters of the los-
ing team became violent and
slarted pelting stones at
and other spectators. pas
When police resorted to
lathicharge the clashes spread

to neighbouring arcas.

DUTA ready to conduct

exams if security ensured

By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University Teachers
Association (DUTA) at a gen-

eral meeting Tuesday agreed
to exempt examinations from

President of the Mmcl.ﬂnn,'
was, however, firnr on its de-
cision to continue the strike

that the teachers of the uni-
versity were always prepared
to continue their activities in
education, research, and
holding of the examinations.
But the severe insecure atmo-
sphere on campus that was
caused by terrorist acts on
October 27 had compelled
them to go on strike, it added.

. fire to the

Moreover, the situation
prevailing on campus was not
at all favourable for the exami-
nees to concentrate on their
studies.

Armed hoodlums were still
staying in various halls of the
University though police
raided. the halls several times
after the fierce gunbattle on
the campus on October 27.

The residential halls wear
a desolate look as most of the
students have left their re-
spective halls due to the un-
scheduled suspension of
classes caused by the indefi-
nite teachers strike.

Meanwhile, 36 teachers of
Dhaka University in d state-
ment Tuesday called upon the
government and all concerned

to create a favourable atmo- |

sphere, root out terrorism
and take cffective steps in this
regard.

Jute godown
set ablaze
in Manikgan;

MANIKGANJ, Nov 5 : Aboult
300 maunds of jute was gutted
in a fire at a godown near
Taraghat in the Sadar upazila
today, reports UNB.

An adjacent rice mill was
also burmnt to ashes as the blaze
from the jute godown spread
around in a twinkle of an eye at
about 1 pm, fire brigade and
local people said. -

Some unknown people set
godown, owned by
Abdul Matin Mollah, the
sources said.

Firefighters and local peo-
ple after hour-long efforts ex-
tinguished the fire.

A casc was filed in this con-

Hant intellectual, the well-
travelled, English-speaking
Miyazawa is considered by
many Japancse to be the right
man  to at a time
when it been accused of
shrinking from {ts interna-
tional responsibilities.

JS prorogued
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contribution to the smooth
functioning of the session.
The third session of the

House. Among them, four

were passed, five sent to
Committees while two
others were not introduced.

§

ty-four Standing Commi-
ttees were formed during the
sessfon. A total of 472
questions out of 3145 submit-
ted were tabled. Four hundred
scventy of these questions
were answered.

During two Private Mem-

bers’ days in the third session,
four private members reso-
ment of workers wages fﬂhmmdhcuud.
Editor : S. M. Al
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Gorbachev after signing a technical eooperation agreement in Moscow on Tuesday.
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sident of the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.

In the t few months,
Mahmood said, several hun-
dred industrial units had been
closed down. "Small traders
are quiting their profession
and looking for job".

"There's virtually no trade,
commerce and indusiry in the
country, and the situation is
worse in mulassil arcas —
there is no buyer of jute, which
means there will be no jute
production next year. This is a
very bad signal for rural econ-
omy,” said eminent business-
man MA Kashem.

Sincerity of the political
leadership, both in the posi-
tion and the opposition, was
questioned by the business
community.

the cabinct has nol so
far an exclusive session to
discuss the sluggish econ-
omy?" Questioned prominent
banker and industrialist
Morshed Khan.

"l believe government
doesn’'t mean BNP alone..... the
opposition in Parllament is
also part of the rmment as
it, too, makes law and has sim-
ilar responsibility to think
about the economy,” he said.

The businessmen unequivo-
cally called for reaching con-
sensus decisions in the
Parliament on sensilive cco-
nomic issues for salvaging the
national economy.

The mecting was particu-
larly critical of precrastination
on the part of the government
in implementing policies.

“We have got an industrial
policy, an export during
the present regime which re-
flected good intentions...... but
there is no pelitical commit-
ment to implement those......
this trend has been persisting
for years,” said Taher Sobhan,
a leading frozen food exporter.

"Policy decisions are virtu-
ally taken at clerical level,”
said Nurul Huq. President of
Gopalgan] Chamber of
Commerce, criticising bureau-
cratic tangles.

On the decision o sell sick
industries, the private sector

. people viewed they were not

willing to respond to the offer
to shoulder enormous llabili-
ties.
"None fs going to invest for
sick units like Machine Tools
Factory... ofl-loading of sick in-
dustries is not privatisation,”
salid Morshed Khan.

The businessmen observed =——

Effectiveness of JS

that effective interaction be-
tween the government and the
busincss community was wors-
cning. They also expressed
grave concern al the deterio-
rating law and order situation.

"Democracy now seems lo
connote indiscipline...... law-
lessness is a matter of greater
concern than taxation or bank
interest rate,” said MA Kas-
hem, former FBCCI President.

.'i: o .

Fazlur Rahman and Ali Kabir alias Chand Mia were
arrested in connection with the killing of Zahurul Hugq

(top).

—Star photo

One shot dead
in Dhanmondi

By Staff Correspondent

duﬂll:t -n;;;un was shot to
t a of
—~ T T
Monday night. Police arrested
two persons in this connec-
tion. |

Zahurul Huq alias Babul
(30), a contractor residing at
Patkpara, Mirpur, was shot at
close range in House No. 44,
Road No. 3/A, Dhanmond{ at
around 1 a.m. the house
owner: Shahidul  Islam
Chowd during a drinking
session, two arrested per-
told police

After a murder case against

=

four persons was filed by the

brother-in-law, Zafrillah, of the
victim, Dhanmondi police ar-
rested Fazlur Rahman and Ali
Kabir alias Chand Mia in this
connection.

Sahidul Islam Chowdhury
and commissioner of ward 17
Amjad Hossain Mian, remained
absconding, police said.
Shahidul Is along with his
family members left his house
soon after the incident.
Dhanmondi police is continu-
ing further investigations into
the case.

——

i X

Labour unrest and govern-
ment's silence over the issue
Wels oul by almost all
the discussants, mostly em-

“Undue interventions by the
labour unions has been the ma-
jor impediment to the local
industry bul, unfortunately, the
government alike its prede-
cessors is bypassing the issue
in peity political interest.” said
M Kamal, a lcading paint man-
ufacturer.

The businessmen went furl-
ous when the issuc of publica-
tion of bank loan defaulters
also came up for discussion.
"The enlire business commu-
nity is now branded as suck-
ers, smugglers,” said Abu
Saced Mahmood.

They strongly demanded
continuity of subsidy o agricul-
ture and cxport 1o be able to
compele with Indian com-
modities in the international
market.

Failure 1o stop smuggling
was also discussed.

= A o B

tion total

Currency crisis
may hit USSR

MOSCOW, Nov 5: The Soviet
Union may run out of convert-
ible currency this menth to
meet its foreign debt com-
mitments, the inde nt

the Foreign Economic
ztllllnn- Bank,

neshekonombank, told a
meeting of the interim Soviet
government that the shortfall
could occur in the middle of

(1.7 billlon dollars at the off}-
cial rate of exchange) during

the month.
The also said Ilvan
Stlayev, acting Soviet Prime

Minister, had announced the

That meeting had been
convened after the republics
reached an agreement on
shouldering repayment during
talks in Moscow with top offi-
cials from the group of seven
leading industrialised coun-
tries.

Soviet media also
a further plunge in the value of
the rouble.

At s cu auction,
it was quoted at 110 to the
dollar, up from 70.3 at the last
auction a week

The rouble’'s tourist rate,
used by Soviet citizens going
abroad and foreigners In
Moscow, sank on Monday to
47 to the dollar from 32.

—
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Badruddoza Chowdhury said
government wanis lo make
parliament eflective in cooper-
ation with the opposition and
is commitled te resolve all
problems in Parliament.

He said all important issues
including campus violence and
situation in northern districts
were discussed in the House.
The Opposition with a
strength of 160 members

against the government's |70

should be equally responsibic.
Referring to the opposition

charge, he said ministers were
most of the time busy with the
Standing Committee meclings.

About himselfl Dr.
Chowdhury said one can be
Deputy Leader of the House
without being a minister and
perform the government re-
sponsibility in Parliament.

Dr. Chowdhury expresscd
his doubt about the intention
of Maulana Nizami's raising
the point. "Is it motivated and
someone clse raised the issue
through Maulana Nizami,”
wondered the Depuly Leader
of the House. lle, however,
withdrew the remark later on
complaint from the Jamaat
leader.’

Initiating the debate
Maulana Nizami said the Prime
Minister under whose lcader-
ship the country switched over
to parliamentary sysiem re-
mained mostly absent from the
House. So are most of the
Ministers. The Deputy Leader
of the House is often available

in the House, but he is not in

the cabinet.

Quoting from Kaul's parlia-
mentary practices, the Jamaat
leader said : Prime Minister
should be present in the House
most of the time... respond to
the opposition and control un-
ruly behaviour of the members.

He noted with regret that
importance of parliament
seemed to have declined aflter
introducing parliamentary
system. "We wan! to make the
parliament really cllective”,
Maulana Nizami emphasised.

Maudud Ahmed of the Jatiya
Party who supported Maulana
Nizami contended the busi-
ness of the House is something
different from the business of
the standing commillees.

Pointing to the absence of
government leaders, he said
"there {8 no leadership in the
someone has to
guide the House and business
of the House must be con-
ducted in an efficiecnt man-

JCD-BCL clash

From Page 1 Col. 7

police said Loday.

The critically injured are
under treatment in the local
upazila health complex.

They are Hamidur Rahman,
President of the Isuardi unit of
Chhatra League, Md Faruk of
BCL, Rahim, a local Awami
League leader, and Mahfuzur
ﬁhm of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra

The clash sparked off when
armed BDCL activists allegedly
attacked a JCD gathering near
Isuardi bus stand on November

Police said the situation was
now under control. ;

Three cases have been filed,
one cach by Awami League,
BCL and JCD, with Isuardi po-
lice in connection with the
vielence,

"Maudud satd members of
the House genuinely felt that
the government is concerned
to make Parliament effective.
Rule by the majority will be
meaningless {f Parliament
does not function, he added.

Tofael Ahmed of Awami
League who rushed in and
took the floor expressed the
doubt il the ruling party en-
tered in unholy allilance with
an “evil force” to ignore par-
liament.

He regretted that the gov-
ernment is unnecessarily
finding out ill motives of the
opposition  members despite
their extending all cooperation
in smooth functioning of -
liament. WP

Tolael said the House ex-
pected a briefing from the
Prime Minister on her return
from the Commonwealth

Heads of Government confer-

ence in Harare and a state-
ment before leaving for the
SAARC summit in Colombo.

"We want BNP to complete
its term but none probably can
save il [rom an early fall for its
own follies®, said the Awami
Leaguc lcader.

Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury of NDP said the
standing committees will
make different branches of the
administration responsible to
Parliament. But government
must rcflect its political com-
mitment to Parliament,

Shahjahan Siraj of JSD re-
ferred 1o the absence in the
House of the Prime Minister
and Leader of the Opposition
and said the House seemed to
be an orphan by their continu-
ous absence. He also regretted
the absence of most of the
ministers during the entire
session.

Taking part in the debate
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Miah said all steps will be
made to make Parliament ef-
fective and the government
accountable to Parliament. He
expressed the hope the oppo-
sition will extend cooperation.

Khaleda
From Page 1 Col. 8

Minister's Secretariat Dr
Kamal Uddin Siddiqui. .
The Foreign Minister and
some other oflicials are already
in the Lankan capital to attend
the meetings of Council of
Ministers and Standing Com-
mittee to finalise the agenda of

the three-day summit.

The annual assembly of the
heads of state and government
will add a new dimension to
the seven-nation forum for-
mally launched in Dhaka in
1985 to promote the socio-
economic conditions of the
people of the region.

SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional
Coepcration) groups Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka.

Bangladesh will put forward
suggestions for allevia-
tion, environmental protec-
tion, gearing up role of women
and institutional approach to
the forum,

During her visit, Begum Zia
is likely to discuss bilateral is-
sues with other South Asian
leaders in Colombe.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 6, 1991

The Midnight File
UN to renew humanitarian aid

- Genecral Javier Perez

de Cucllar said Tuesday that he hopes to send a top envoy
iraq soon 1o renew humanitarian agreements between

Baghdad and the world body before they expire, reports AP.

SEOUL, Nov 5: About 120 people were killed when 900
tons of TNT stored in concrete bunkers exploded in a North
Korean border town last week, a news :

From Page 1 Col. 5

tor.

The report made a number

of recommendations on stop-

entrance of outsiders into

lls and staying there to
helping check terrorism.

commitiee suggested

the student organisations not

to take non-students as mem-

bers, to stop readmission of

students and participation of

the irregular students in stu-

dent union elections.

The committee was also of
the opinton that admission
must not be allowed
the capacity of a university,
and specific guidelines be for-
mulated for admission in every
department.

it said the student’s atten-
dance and the teacher's taking
of classes must be ensured as

routine. No student should

allow to appear in the
examination without 75 per
cent attendance.

False statement by students
about attendance should be
punished by the authorities
concerned. .

The committee also empha-
sised on ¢ corruption
at different levels of the uni-

from politics,
llhtmtol'hlll-y-u-nd

Another bill
passed

Parliament Tuesday passed
a bill enhancing the salary of
the Comptroller and Auditor
General to Tk 10,250 from Tk
6,000 despite strong protest
from the opposition which said
it was "illogical”, reports UNB.

The bill "Comptroller and
Auditor General Remuneration
and Privileges (Amendment)
Bill 1991 was piloted by State
Minister for Finance Mujibur
Rahman.

it also provided for 40 per
cent of the basic pay as house
allowance.

Opposition members said
the bill was not acceptable as
the salary had been increased

in an inconsistent manner.

The rate of enhancement of
salary of high government offi-
cials is not in conformity with
that of low paid employees,
they said.

"It appears that the gov-
ernment has surrendered un-
conditionally to the pressure
group”, Advocate Abdul Matin
Khasru of Awami League said
during the general debate on
the bill. '

Some opposition members
said, mere enhancement of
salary will not solve the pre-
sent problem as the govern-
ment is yet to control price of
essential commodities.

Dhirendra Devnath Shambu
of Awami ¢ said the en-
hancement of salary of a gov-
ernment officilal was a "farce”
when the government could
not take any,step for improv-
ing the economic candition of
the broad masses.

70 days

From Page 1 Col, 8
August 6 by the Opposition
Chief Whip Mohammed Nasim
secking removal of legal ob-
struction to the trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. The Special
Committee, consisting 15
members, was formed by the
House to prepare a report on
the bill.

The Law Minister informed
the House Tuesday night that
the work of the Special
Committee on campus violence
was progressing well and it
would meet again on B8
November.

BSC

From Page 1 Col. 3

Ershad managed to shift the
directorate to Chi .

It is that cronics
of Ershad are still attempling
to halt the sh of the di-
rectorate back to

The committee also

stressed the need for
employment opportunity

the Non-
Organisations
(NGOs) could extend coopera-
tion to resolve the crisis,
which was also a reason behind
the campus violence.

Other members of the
commitice were Dr Abdul Aziz
Khan, Ex-VC of the Chittagong
University, Engineer LK
Siddiql, a

(BFUJ), Nuruddin M Kamal,
Joint Secretary of the
Education Ministry and a Joint
Secrctary of the Home
Ministry.

SAARC FMs meet

From Page 1 Col. 5

from outgoing SAARC Chair-
man President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom of the Maldives about
the validity of the, summit
following the decision last
week of Bhutan's King Jigme

Minister said an official an-
nouncement on whether
Koirala would make the trip
would be made later
after he had another talk
Gayoom to clarify the situation.
All previous summits of
SAARC, which groups Bang-
ladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, have
been attended by heads of
state or government.

Sri Lankan Foreign Secre-

tary Bernard Tilakaratna said

Saturday after the King's
decision was made public that
the summit could still proceed
with an "accredited represen-
tative” of the absent head of
state.

Senior- officials in Colombo
said Thursday that Indian
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao would attend the opening
of the three-day summit on
November 7 but would
within 24 hours because of™
domestic pressures.

BSS adds : Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman today
called for making determined
efforts of address the funda-
mental problems of poverty al-
leviation and under-develop-
ment in a concerted fashion.

Speaking at he inaugural
session of the tenth SAARC
council of ministers meecling
in Colombo, the Forcign
Minister urged the partiei-
pants to use the present scrics
of meetings to rcnew the reso-
lution to better the lot of the

people of the region.

BCL (S-A) demands
elimination of
terrorism

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(S-A), the student wing of the

Awami League submilled a
memorandum to the Minist
of Education Tuesday dc.rrunz
ing elimination of terrorism
from the educational instilu-
tions.

The BCL (S8-A) in its memo-
randum also demanded imme-
diate arrest and trial of the
killers of its activists Chunnu,
Choin and Mantk.

It alleged that the identified
killers were moving around
freely using official cars of the
ministers under the banner of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
JCD).



