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gates left lhr Madrid negotiat-
ing table, declaring they'd

mui-mhutmt-hcnur
where, Israclis and Arabs

reiterated thetr unwillingness
to compromise, reports AP.
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Dhaka's call to alleviate poverty

SAARC FMs meet delayed:

COLOMBO, Nov 5 : Foreign
Ministers of the seven mem-
bers of South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) met Tuesday amid
growing apprehension that the
regional summit may be post-
poned, official sources said.
reports AP,

There was no official state-
ment on the [ate of the three-
day summit, but a scheduled
meeting of Foreign Ministers
was delayed for several hours
earlier Tuesday.

A highly-placed official from
one of the seven countrics said

the Foreign Ministers had
agreed by consensus that the
summit be deferred. Fresh
dates would be announced
Wednesday — a day before the
summit is scheduled — said
the officials abstained from giv-
ing any reason for the likely
postponement, but informed
sources said the absence of
Bhutan's King Jigme Singye
Wanchuck may cause leaders
to defer the summit.

Bhutan's King has informed
the regional summit's host, Sri
Lanka, of his inability to attend
the meeting becausc of do-

mestic commitments.

At an informal discussion
earlier Tuesday, India's Deputy
Foreign Minister Eduardo
Faleiro called for ‘the post-
ponement of the summit until
Bhutan's King could be pre-
sent, said officials on condition
of anonymity. The Maldives
supported India's stand.

"A new precedent should
not be created,” Faleciro told
reporters. "We have to decide
at what level should Bhutan be
represented.”

Bhutan's Foreign Minister
Lyonpo Dawa Tscring did not

Koirala postpones departure

arrive Monday as scheduled,
leaving Dasha Rixing, Secrclary
in the Foreign Ministry, to
represent the Himalayan -
dom.

AFP adds:
Minister Girfja Prasad Koirala

today postponed his departure
for South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation

(SAARC) summit in Colombo,
the state radio reported amid
speculation that he would not
attend the meeting.
A Foreign Ministry source
said Koirala had received a call
See Page 12 Col. 8
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Economic stagnation

total, say
business leaders

Business community leaders
Tuesday said country's econ-
omy had plunged into a serious
crisis and lashed out at gov-
ernment’'s "inaction” towards
salvaging it, rrcrortn UNB.

Painting a dismal picture of
the current trend of trade and
industry at an open discussion,
they warned of a dire conse-
quence of the present stand-
still in the national economy,
unless the policy makers pay
urgent attention to the situa-
tion.

The Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI)
convened the open discussion
in a move to frame recom-
mendations for the Prime
Minister seeking removal of
the current slump.

FBBCI President Akram

Hossain conducted the three-
hour discussion that frankly
dwelt on loopholes of the gov-
emnment policy and passivity of
political circles which, ch
said, altogether contributed to
corrosion of the economy.
More than a dozen busi-
nessmen, participating in the
discussion, were of an identi-
cal view abou} a total stagna-
tion persisting in almost every

sector of the economy — ex-

port, import, investment —
and the situation is gradually
getting worse.

"Economy was never in
such a bad state since libera-
tion... the entire private sector
is practically in an oxygen tent,
please bring us out of the situa-
tion,” said Abu Saced Mah-
mood, immediate past Pre-

See Page 12 Col. 3

i

el

Mind boggling tangle of electric wire in Chowkbazar area

in the city.

—3tar photo

‘Govt leaders, stay absent most of the time'

?.;positioil ques&ons
effectiveness of JS

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition yesicrday
raised a debaie on the eflfec-
tiveness of Parliament as most

y | of the leaders remained absent
| in the House during the cur-
- rent session, prorogued last

night.
Raising the point, leader of
the Jamaat-e-lslami

 Parliamentary Party Maulana
| Matiur Rahman Nizami said

that the absence of govern-
menlt leaders including the
Leader of the House created a

. doubt among the members
 about the sincerity of the gov-
. ernment in making Parlament
| eflfective.

BNP MP Major (Retd)
Akhteruzzaman also supported
the allegation o the
Oppostoon’ when bt took Reor
on a point of order afler the
statement of State Minister for
Irrigation Advocale Mosharral

| Hossain

Mosharrafl Hossain
Shahjahan replying to a call at-
tention notice a member of
the BNP said thal at least for
political reasons he would visit
the area of the said MP.

Major (Retd) Akhter said
that it was evident from the
statement of the Slate
Minister that he did not take
the notice of the MP seriously
and by saying that he would
visit the arca at least for politi-

cal reasons he was making
Parllament incflective.

* He said that sometimes the
ministers wanted to cold-
shoulder the MPs. By doing
this Parliament could not be
made effective, he added.

The statement of Major
Akhter also got support of the
Opposition. It hailed him by
thumbing the tables while the
all other mecmbers of the
Treasury Bench also enjoyed
the scene. The debate on the
effectiveness of Parliament
could drag on for hours bul for
the Speaker, anxious to finish
the day's business before
declaring the session pro-
rogued.

UNB adds : Speaker Sheikh
Raszak - Al; ~umwilling to
lengthen the debate, ex-
pressed his dismay over the
trend of raising unscheduled
matters that stood in the way
of transaction of normal busi-
ness in the House.

"Parliament must not be a
debating club. It must be ef-
fective and accountable to the
nation. It's not the place for
making allegations and
counter-allegations and only
making an issue over nothing”,
observed the Speaker.

Winding up the dcbate
Deputy Leader of the House Dr.

See Page 12 Col. §

30 injured at Isuardi

MMC closed after |

JCD-BCL clash

There have been more
clashes between the pro-
Awami League Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) and BNP
students wing Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) in several
places across the country, re-
port our correspondent and
UNB.

Mymensingh Medical Co-
llege was closed sine die fol-
lowing a clash between BCL
and JCD Tuesday.

Residential students were
asked to vacate their respec-
tive hostels by 12.00 noon yes-
terday.

Witnesses said the clash en-
sued at around 10 pm Monday
when some Chhatra League (A-
A} and JCD activists attacked
cach other near Physiolo
workers were holding
ing near the building.

The clash followed after ex-
change of hot words between
the two rival groups of activists
which led to altercations and
chase and counter chase.

At least 15 rooms of 4 hos-
tels, including three belonging
to JCD workers were ran-
sacked and 30 cocktail blasts
were heard during the clash.

Police were deployed on
the campus. Tension is prevail-
ing in and around the campus.

There was no report of ca-
sualtics.

a meet-

Our stafl correspondent
said : A half-hour gunfight be-
tween the activists of JCD and
BCL (S-A] rocked the Agrabad
arca Tuesday afternoon.

Witnesses sald the gunmen
escaped [rom the area when
police rushed to the spot.

No casualty was reported
following the incident and no
arrest was made. However, po-
lice said they were investigat-
ing into the affair.

30 hurt at Isuardi

Report from Isuardi, Pabna
says : Some 30 people have
been injured, four crit , in
clashes between the student
activists of BNP and Awami
League in the last three days,

See Page 12 Col. §

Latenight gunshots
rock DU

From DU Correspondent

Latenight gunshots rocked
this Jagannath Hall and F H
Hall areas of Dhaka University
Tuesday.

Witnesses said at least
twenty shots were fired [rom
the two halls but there was no
clash between students.

Police, who were patrolling
the university area, took posi-
tion at the gates of the two
halls after the gunshots.
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Khaleda leaves

for Colombo
today

Prime Minister Begum
to B-lm
tion to the sixth mmwm
mit heynmngm in to-
morrow (Thursday), reports
UNB. .

Her entourage includes
Foreign Minister ASM
Rahman,
members Begum Rosi Kabir,
Kamruddin Y Khan Maflis,
Abdus Salam to, Wahidul
Alam, Helaluzzaman Talukder
and Syed Nazibul Basher,
Planning Commission memiber
Sheikh Maksud Ali, Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman,
Health and Family Wellare
Secretary Mokammel Haq,
Additional Foreign Secretary

AH Mahmood Ali and
Addilonal Secretary in Prime
See Page 12 Col. 6

70 more days
granted to
report on

Indemnity Bill

By Staff Correspondent

The Special Committee on
the Indemnity Ordinance
i 70 ey’ T Tansiy
0 " time
night to submit its report to
the House.

Chairman of the Committee
Law Minister Mirza Golam

. Hafiz the
time to finalise the
He said that, it was a

private member's bill, he him-
selfl was nurturing it as the

' Commiittee Chairman, but it's

progress was delayed since he
was occupied with other bills.
The bill was moved on

See Page 12 Col. 7

 Employers Assoc

condemns

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh employers asso-
ciation (BEA) criti-
cised the "violence and unlaw-
ful activities” by some “so-
called trade union lecaders” to
realise workers demands and
said such acts would only ag-
gravate the situation.

A BEA statement issued by
its President M Anis-ud-Dowla
condemned the October 28
road and rallway barricade by
the Patkol Sramik Karmochari

See Page 12 Col. 1

BSC runs aground

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 5
Bangladesh Shipping Corpo-
ration (BSC), already limping
with a debt burden of Tk 385
crores, faces collapse iIn

| absence of proper marketing

- Commercial Directorate,

drive and loss of business
conlacts.

The crisis in BSC became
acute with the shifling of its
its
revenue generaling source

| from Dhaka to Chittagong in
| September 1990,

Private shipping companies

and foreign shipping lines in
Dhaka have taken advantage of

. the absence of the direclorate

imnﬂundmp

o grab a sizable share of busi-
ness which the BSC's Dhaka
office with its skeleton stafl is
unable to cope.

Similarly carrying of con-
on transship-
ment basis has slipped from
the hands of BSC.

A concerned official who
spoke on condition of
anonymity said the authority of

. Bangladesh Shipping Corpo-
- ration realising the position of

the organisation wrole o the
Ministry of Shipping for Laking
neces steps to salvage BSC
by shifting he marketing
directorate back to Dhaka. BSC
Executive Commitiee, in its
l11th meeting also took de-
cision to reshift the Commer-
cial Directorate to Dhaka
immediately.

Following the letier of BSC
authorities on January 9, 91
the Shipping Ministry im-
structed the BSC authoritics
on May 20, 1991 to place the
issue in the next meeting of
Board of Directors of SC. The
national flag carrier with a
fleet of 22 ships operates iIn
three routes only against five
routes earlier.

It can be mentioned that
the Standing Commitllee
members of Shipping Ministry
in 1989 in its meeting ex-
pressed their opinfon against
shifting the Commercial
Directorate to Chittagong but
some vesied quarters in collu-
sion with the cronies of

See Page 12 Col. 7

Parliament
prorogued

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatlya Sangsad was pro-

rogued Tuesday night alter a
25-day scssion that began on

October 12.

The prorogation order of
President Abdur Rahman
Diswas was rcad out In the
House by Speaker Sheikh
Razzak Ali at 11.30 pm.

Belore reading out the
order the Speaker thanked the
members and others for help-
ing him conduct the sessions.
He expressed the ho that
this exceptional Parliament
would fulfil the aspirations of
the people. He hoped that the
Parliament would be more ef-
fective and would help
strengthen democracy.

Earlier, Deputy Leader of
the House Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury and Deputy Leader
of the Opposition Abdus Samad
Azad alsoe thanked the
Specaker, MPs, stall of the
Parliament Secretariat and
others concerned for their

See Page 12 Col. 2

Miyazawa
elected
Japanese PM

TOKYO, Nov 5 : Political
veteran Kiichi Miyazawa was
clected prime minister
Tuesday, launching an admin-
istration Lthat promised more
forceful leadership than his in-
experienced predecessor,
Toshiki Kaifu, reports AP.

Miyazawa, whose election
caps a governmenlt career
reaching back 49 ycars, was
chosen the parliament in a
largely ceremonial vote that
confirmed his earlier selection
by the governing Liberal
Democratic Party.

Miyazawa, 72, was forced to
resign as [inance minister in
1988 in the recruit influence-
buying scandal. His return to
government was assured
when he was eclected president
of the Liberal Democrats on
Nov 27. The party controls the
lower house of parliament, and
its lcader serves as prime min-
isicr.

Widely regarded as a bril-

See Page 12 Col. 2

Code of conduct for students sought

By Nazmul Ashraf and Shamsad Mortuza

The Committee on

| University Campus situation

has recommended formulation

. of a ‘code of conduct’ by the

Jattya Sangsad to stop students

. tafling political parties and

raising ‘campus police’ to con-
tain terrorism. The t-

. member committes

" | Prof Kazi Salth Ahmed Viee-

Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University in its 12-page re-

| port made 33 recommenda-

mm. The committee,
on April 4 submitted
its report last week.

The ‘campus police’ would
work under different laws. The
campus police will arrest ter-
rorists under non-bailable sec-
tion, recover illegal arms from

authority or the
of Home Alflairs.
Inves into such allega-
tions may be done and trial
may initiated accordingly.
The committee -I-oiru-
posed for banning oulsiders’

police
Ministry

and rallies in the
university corridors during
class hours.
The committee also sug-
ted amendment to the

must be kept up-dated and
academic activities Including
taking classes and examina-
tions be continued under a

ommended introduction of
‘academic calender’ according
to which all the academic ac-
tivities would be carried oul
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