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was to

close to its selfl-im-
“security zone” in south-
to
a string of pro-
lranian guerilla attacks this
weelk, observers said. &

Lebanese deh’tﬁl at

conference

peace ap-
to the United States
the United Nations to
Isracl halt its attacks.
also threatened to pull
of the next stage of negoti-

Thousands of villagers fled
hnnu:lrlyllmrd-y
Isracli-backed militia,

Lebanon Army "
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them to leave areas near

security zone.
The SLA, trained and fi-
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Shamir ordered attacks on British !

Without raising her voice,
with minimal hand gestures,
an air ol confidence and iIn

rfect English, Ashrawi

bring the Palestinians
from the lsracli-occupied ter-
ritories inte the international
arcna.

Ashrawi spoke the language
of the Western media, moving
away [(rem the still rhetoric
and bluster that have been as-
sociated in the past with the
Palestine Liberation

isation (PLO).

Palestinians have so far
sidestepped the restrictions
im on their participation
in the peace conference by
lsrael and openly declared al-
legiance to the PLO, without
stating they represent the or-
F'::h};ﬂ been dented the
right to licly acknowled ge
our ty to our leadership
and system of government but
and loyalty eannot
;l:wm or severed,” said

Abdel Shafl.

"Our acknowledged leader-
ship s more than just the
democratically chosen leader-
ship of all the Palestinian peo-

ple, it is the symbol of our na-
tional identity and unity.

Hanan Ashrawi represents deflant Palestinian nation

Netanyahu argued that be-
ncath the appearance ol mod-
cration and their cmotional
appcals inside the conference
the Palestinians were still not
prepared to recognise the ex-
istence of Israel.

The Palestinian delegates
and their aides travelled to
Madrid despite threats from
hardliners who accused them
— and the PLO leadership — of

selling out to Isrmel and
Washington, its traditional ally.

Moderates sald that after
the debacie of the Gull war,
which smeared the organisa-
tion because of its lupm for
Irag, the Palestinians no
choice but to accept the US
invitation to Madrid.

With the residents of the
terrilorics presenting their

CAIRO, Nov 3: Arab-lsracli
bilateral talks due to start in
Madrid today will be later
shifted to Washington in re-

mhhhdcmndu.th
Mena

ptian news agency

Saturday quoting

Arab diplomatic sources here
AFP

“In a first phase the bilat-
eral negotiations will take

place in Washington.” Mena
said citing the unnamed Arab

diplomats.

“Then they will be trans-
ferred to the Middle East once
the concerned ies adopt
measures of co nce among
them.

"But negotiations between
Isracl and the Jordanian-
Palestinian delegation will be

Lakhs flee homes
as Israel shells
South Lebanon

nanced by Israel. had ordered
all residents and Lebanese
Army troops to leave areas
near the security zone by the
or they would shoot at
that moves.”
The ultimatum provoked a
further exodus of villagers, but
the Lebanese Army held its
ground and vowed to resist any
attack.

A few hours later another
ultimatum was issued. but {t
concerned a more limited area
and made no mention of the
Lebanese Army.

A third of the 8,000 resi-

dents who had fled one village.

Kiar Remman returned home

later Saturday after an un-
named international organisa-
tion helped defuse tension in
the area, security sources said.

The first exodus by villagers
began five days ago-spurred by

the intermittent shelling of

the mostly Mowlem ecommuni-
ties and tens of thousands of
people have been said to have
fled north, away from Israelt
gunners.

Several villages have been
hall empty for months as
Israeli shelling has occurred
before.

Bilateral talks to be later
shifted to Was

Focus on ME talks

Palestinians emerge from Madrid

2 top Israelis
opeful of

h

. under the disereet

in telephone interviews

will tell whether a new | the talks would even-
Palestinian lcadership has | tually lead 10 peaceful Arab-
been born or if the Isracli coexistence. reports AP.
tion ftself 1s being trans-
formed. in the Interviews in

US Secretary of State James | Sunday's editions of the state-
Baker praised the Palestintan | run Al-Ahram daily, Peres. the
negotiators of Madrid, “whose | isracli labour Party chief, said

But with the end Friday of
the three day ceremonial “1

opening, the disputes over a| w4l do anything in power
vecnue t)l’ direct l't'll.hlh!' to mw the mﬂzm-_"

with Isracl overshadowed any | peres told the _
territorial debate sought by the SRR
He said the peace confer-

Ambs. f
The challenge I"""""“""""”ﬂ'L cnce in Madrid has succeeded
in - bringing Israeclis and

is round to rise unless the Arab
table for the first time.

cedural issucs and the possibil-
ity raised by Baker to concrete
Palestinian demands however,
many diplomatic points are |'
scored

We must recognise... that
some of our people harbour
scrious doubts and skeptictsm
about this process, wamed 72-

-old Abdel Shafl who cut a
ncvolent grandfather figure
at the confcrence,

Meanwhile, Weizman said
the Madrid talks represented a
ﬂntitpnnlhn'rn.hhepn
by Egypt and Israel with their
peace treaty im 1978, made
possible by US mediation.

Weizman. a former defense
minister and presently an in-

n

maintained in Washington,”
the agency said.

"It had been agreed that the
negotiations between Israel
and the Jordanian-Palestinian
delegation take place in
Washington, Israeli-Syrian
talks in Rhodes (Greeee), and

[sraecli-Lebanese talks 1in
Lausanne.
"But it was then decided

that all the negotiations with
take place in Washingtlon (in a
first stage) at the request of
the Arab parties,” Mena said.
There was no independent
confirmation of the report.

The report came as prob-
lem mounted in Madrid on the
venue for the face-to-face ne-
gotiations, amid I|srael's refusal
they take place in the Spanish
capital

Israel, which has an-
nounced it will attend the
opening of the talks today in
Madrid. has said it wanted the
negotiations to be moved to
Israel and the Arab countries
involved in the peace eonfer-
ence. :

But Syria wants the bilateral
talks to be held in Madrid
while Palestinians have said
they would refuse to travel to
Israel for talks. because they
refuse to negotiate "under
duress,”

officials in Palestine

JERUSALEM, Nov 3: Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir, who has been accused
in Madrid of being a terrorist
and murderer. was the
head of the u nd Stern
gang which was responsible for
anti-British attacks in the
years preceding Israel's cre-
ation, reports AFP.

Shamir, 76. has never de-
nied ordered attacks
against British officials in
Palestine but he has always
stressed that the raids were
never aimed at innocents.”

But nevertheless the Israel
Prime Minister never publicly
explained his role in a string of
anti-Arab terrorist attacks
which swept Palestine at the
end of the 1930s. before
Israel’'s creation in 1948,

Nor did he ever explain
his name was linked to the
murder of the UN mediator in
Palestine, Count Folke
Bernadette, in 1948.

On Friday in Madrid, the
Syrian Foreign Minister

ipped out what he said was
a wanted notice for Shamir
when he was 32 and ac-
¢used him o being a
“terrorist and a murderer,
implicating him in the mur-
der of Bernadotte.

Recent Israeli reports have
sought to shade light on

s past, namely on his
days as a leading member of
underground groups responsi-
ble for terrorist attacks.

According to these publica-
gl:. the Polish born Shamir

joined the Irgun under-
ground group when he arrived
in in 1936.

When Palestinians launched
a protest movement in 1936
against the British mandate
and Zionist settlements, |
countered their action a
Ill;:l'lnﬂ-ﬁrlh attacks.

raids were strongly de-
nounced by the leaders of the
Zionist movement and the
Jewish community of

Palestine:

Shamir was then the leader
of an Irgun unit in the Tel Aviv
region which he described 30
years later as a group in charge
of "intelligence and various
other activities.”

In 1940, Shamir quit Irgun
for the hardline Stern group

e

which was founded by a poet
and extremist, Abraham Stern.
himself a former member of
irgun. -

Stern’'s ambition was to
launch the armed struggle
against the "British occupying
forces.”
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g an identity card check in East

erusalem’'s Arab neighbourhood. Security has been in-
creased as the Israeli government fears terrorist attacks

Following Stern's assassina-
tion by British military police
in 1942. Shamir became mili-
tary chiel of the group which
became known as Lehi, com-
batants for the liberation of
Israel. and as Stern Gang by
the British.

Lehi's men executed British
police or Jewish auxiliaries,
attempted to kill the High
Commissioner in Palestine and
in 1944 succeeded in assassi-
nating in Egypt the British
Minister of State for the
Middle East, Lord Moyne.

"A man who is going to kill
a man he has never met must
be convinced of one thing only:
that his action will change the
course of history," Shamir re-
portedly told a friend once.

Arrested several times by
British police he was depo
to Eritrea in 1946 but one year
later he escaped.

In 1948 a Lehi commando
killed Count Bernadotte in
Jerusalem after he suggested
that Jerusalem, which Israel
considers part of its undivided
capital, be part of a Jordanian
state

Bernadoite had also advo-
cated that the newly-created
Jewish state give up some of
the territory it had seized from
the Arabs.

Shamir has consistently re-
fused to comment on the mur-
der. But former leaders in the
Stern Gang have said that
Shamir had given the green
light to the operation although
they could not say what his
specific role in the assassina-
tion of Count Bernadotte had
been. .

After the murder, the
Israeli government ordered
the disbanding of the Stern
Group and the imprisonment
of its leaders.

Years later Shamir emerged
unscathed and found himself a
job in the Israeli secret ser-
vice, Mossad. But once again
little has surfaced on his activi-
ties there.

dependent member of the

Isracli parltament, had partics-

pated in the process which

produced a peace treaty be-

:::mn the two countries a year
ter.

Madnd

brings

pride for
Arabs

Jordan and Palestine.

NICOSIA (Cyprus). Nov 3:
Many Arabs from Algeria to
Bahrain are taking heart that
the Middle East in finally get-
ting the full attention of the
worid. But in bazars and bus
stops, coffee houses and su-

rmarkets, there was little
mpc Saturday of a break-

through. reports AP. -~

"We are sick of watching it

on TV. It is the same old story. aaza / !

rhetoric.,” said Egyptian maid I 3
Mohga Abdel-Salam of the
Mideast peace talks in Madrid.
Still, live broadcasts of the
opening
phase of the conference,
which ended Friday. under-
scored the avid public interest

in the peace process. And for
Imlny‘ the converge offered

glimpses of an adversary rarely
seen so directly.

During the Gulf war, for ex-
ample, Cable News Network

|broadcasts in Saudi Arabia
were delayed for up to eight
hours while they were
screened for live reports from
Israel and other offensive ref-
erences.

The speeches that seemed
o attract most attention were
those of Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir, Syrian Foreign
Minister Farouk al-Sharaa and
Dr. Hatdar Abdul-Shafi., the
head of the Palestinian delega-
tion.

"Everyone had to say what
they wanted. The main thing

for me is that the right of the
Palestinians has [finally
emerged and the world is
talking about it now.,” said
Irtifaa Al-Khatib, a Palestinian
teacher in Abu Dhabi.

"l hold my head in pride
when | hear (Palestinian

e ——— R —
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Talks often bitter, but
hopes still there

MADRID, Nov 3: bitter

grievances, :
Israclis and Palestinians

were still defending thetr
very right to exist

Having spent eight months
getting the sides to sit to-
gether, US Secretary of
State James Baker now
faces the
task of hnemmﬂzhm talk-
ing

The conference was su pposed
to switch formats over the
weekend and become di-
rect negotiations between
Isracl and each Arab coun-

. things were far from
hopeless.

More than ever before, all
sides need to please the'
United States. which is the
main reason they came here
in the first place.

Israel needs US financial help
in absorbing Soviet Immi-
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rted

spokeswoman) Hanan Ashrawi
at the press conferences de-
fending our cause,” said Lufti
Abu Asab, a garage owner in
eas! Jerusalem.

Just the fact that the talks
took place gave many people

hope.

"The mutual Palestinian-
Isracl recognition is a chance
for peace,” said Abdelkarim
Slimani, a 30-year-old office

#

worker in Algeria.

"May be it will lead to a
normalisation of relations be-
tween Mediterranean coun-
tries, inecluding Israel. From
now on there should be a de-
velopment of mutual trust be-
tween Arabs and Israelis to fi-
nally allow peace in this part of
the world.” '

In Beirut, Lebanese student
Saadah Nahleh said he did not
think it possible to make
pcace with Israel, "he cannot
get what he wants from Israel.
Only if you give a yard. you get
an inch,” he said.

Many Arabs said they
thought the only way forward
was [or the United States to
pressure Israel to give up ter-
ritory for peace. |

But the rejectionists were ||

holding fast to their adamant
opposition to the conference.
The official Libyan news
agency JANA reported that
dozens of members of the

| Palestinian youth organization

went on a 48-hour sit-in and
hunger strike in H to

| protest the Madrid confer-
| ence.

In a protest that began |

*riday in front of the UN

in the Libyan capital, the

demonstrators condemned
"the plot against the cause of
the Palestinian people,” said
ANA, monitored in Rome.

AMMAN : King Hussein of Jordan (L) huga PLO

Chairman Yasser Arafat (R) outside the Royal Palace at

Amman.

— AFP/UNB photo

' East

them against
Saddam Hussein Siiting in
the conference chamber

again with a clean face. In
the picture and on the
map.” exulted delegate

Freth Abu Meddain, a CGaza
lawyer who once t a
year in prison for anti-
Israch activity.

Daoud Kuttab, a Palestinian
journalist from Jerusalem,
said: "People who come

from ref camps. who
have Iwmmder occupa-

tion. experienced bﬂn!
beaten and now being given
royal treatment — if's &

Both sides had the opportunity
io portray themseives to the
encmy as real people, not
political caricatures.

gave a news confer-
ence especially for Arab re-
porters. and clearly rel-

ished the vigorous -and-
take. s

Arafat gets
important
message from
Pankin

Boris Pankin on the Muddle
peace conference. the
Pale#tinian news agency WAFA

reported Saturday. reports
AFP

WAFA said the message
deait with the cere-
monial epening of the confer-
ence which closed in
Madrid, as well as the bilateral
talks expected to open there

today.
WAFA said the was
deltvered to Arafat by the

Soviet Ambassador to Tunisia,
Shiborin Beris Alexeevich.
There were no further details.
The Seowviet Unidon and
United States are the
sors of the peace conference.
Sources close to Arafat have
said that the Palestine
Liberation Organtisation chief
has been closely monitoring
the conference and the PLO's
Execulive Committee met
Friday to assess the situation.
Arafat on Saturday said that
the "Arab nation is e
Israel in a crucial and historic
political and diplomatic bat-
tle,” according to diplomatic
sourccs h::n:.

Syria accuses

Israel of bid
to sabotage
peace talks

MADRID, Nov 3: Syria on
Saturday accused Israel of try-
ing to sabotage Middle East
peace talks in Madrid with its
attacks on South Lebanon
where hundreds of civillans
have fled in panic. reports
Reuter.

Israel shelled the south for
a fifth consecutive day on
Saturday, stoking fears that it
was planning to break out of
sell-dec] security zone
attack pro-lranian guerillas.

US asks Israel to halt

attacks on South Lebanon

MADRID, Nov 3: The United
States on Saturday called on
Israel to halt its attacks on
South Lebanon, the scene of
daily bombing during the
Middle East peace talks here,
a source close to the Lebanese
delegation said, reports AFP.

US Secretary of State James
Baker, in Madrid for talks, told
his Lebanese cou Fares
Boueiz that he had called on
Israel's Defence Minister
Moshe, Arens to cease all

Isracli military operations in
South Lebanon.

Boueriz said earlier that
Lebanon could decide to stay
away from bilateral talks with
Israel, scheduled for today, if
Israel and its militia allies
continued to attack the South.

The Minister on Saturday,
the sixth consecutive day of
bombardment, protested twice
to the US delegation in the
Spanish capital over the at-
tacks, the sources said. declin-
ing to be identified.

Another report adds: Israeli
delegations due to meet
Syrian, Lebanese and
Palestinian-Jordanian negotia-

tors for a first round of direct
peace talks today will keep
their appointments, an Israeli
spokesman said here Saturday.

Benjamin Natanyahou,
spokesman for the Israeli del-

Peace only if

Israel ceases
to exist, says
Velayati

TEHRAN. Nov 3: Iranian
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar
Velayati on Saturday said that
peace and security in the
Middle East would only be
possible if Israel ceased to
exist, reports AFP.

Velayati, in statements pub-
lished by the Iranian daily
Jomhoori Islami, said the
Madrid conference would fail
to return an inch of Israell oc-
cupfed territory to the
Palestinians.

Peace and stability in the
region will not be secured as
long as the Zionist regime
(Israel), whose slogan s
Greater Israel, from the Nile to
the Euphrates continues to
exist, Velayati said.

egation at the Madrid peace
conlerence, told journalists
that the three Isracli delega-
tions scheduled to engage in
bilateral talks will be at the

agreed sites at the ﬁ’d time
and "will wait for r Arab
partners.”

The United States and the
Soviet Union have asked dele-
gates to meet at three Madrid
palaces at 10:00 a.m. (0900
GMT), according to Isracli and
Arab sources.

Jordanians and Palestinians
comprising a joint delegation
have confirmed that they will
attend the talks but Syria and
Lebanon were still to issue a

response.

The Israeli delegation due
te meet Jordanian and
Palestinian delegates will be

headed by Elyakim Rubinstein,

Secretary-General of the
Israeli government. ¥
Yossel Ben:Aharon,

Director-General of the Israeli
Prime Minister's office. will
lead talks with the Syrians and
Salal Meridor, Advisor o the
Defence Minister, is o meet
with the Lebanese delegation.



