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ITF Satellite circuit comes to town.: A pr

DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3, 1991

The first leg of

the four- le

-Pak-

istan ITF satellite

tennis eircuit
tournament got

underway at the

Ramna Tennis complex
yesterday with eleven
ming matches being
The main draw of the
Dhaka le tournament,
known as Gold Leal ITF
Satellite Circuit, begins
Monday after another day of
qualifying fxtures that
will eight places the

32 main draw/ slots. Twenty
professional players have al-
ready been seceded for the
main draw while the remain-
ing four berths will be filled up
by wild card entries, two from
each of the host countries
and Pakistan.
Sixteen moved into

the second round of the two- *

day qualifying meet with five of
them- four from Bangladesh
and one form Italy- having re-
ceived first- round byes. The
Bangladesh who received byes

terday were Ahsan Roni
Layes Quasem,
Masudur Rahman and
Mohammad Babu while the
Italian player was Fabrizio
Bertani.

Of the cleven matches de-
cided in the two secssions
Saturday, the one that stood
out for excellence was un-

Habsudova reached the
semifinals for the first time as
profcssionals on with
wins in the 150,000 dollar
Arizona Tennis Classic, reports
Reuter.

Rubin, playing in only her
second tournament since
tuming prolessional at the US
Open in September, beat un-
sceded compatriot Ginger
Helgeson 6-3, 7-5, while
hard-hitting Habsudova, 18,
defeated American Kimberly
Po 4-8, 6-1, 8-3.

Rubin and Habsudova will
mect in one of s semifi-
nals, with third Sabine

Appelmans of Belgium going

doubtedly the clash between
Mario Pastore of [taly and
Anando Vanderdoren of
Belgium in the aftermoon.

Pastore attacked from the
word go and before
Vanderdoren, an Indian based
in Belgium could wake up, he
was facing a 1-5 deficit in the
first set.

Blistering down the line
double- fisted backhands and
looping forechands landing
inc inside the baseline al-
lowed the Belgian to claw back
to 3-5. But Pastore served out
the set- 6-3.

The second set was a repiti-
tion of the first with the
Italifan rushing net and the
Belgian counter- punching.
Pastore got to a 5-2 lead when
the Belgian summoned his
rcmaining rcsources to come
back to 4-5.

Limping perceptibly, the
Italian who looked to be on the
verge ol cramping in on-court
temperatures of around 100
degrecs Fahrenheit, called
forth his last iota of and
held serve to finally win the
pulsating encounter 6-3, 6-4
for a passage into today's scc-
ond round.

The quality of the ten other
matches on the opening day
were too poor to warrant
mention. Five of them pro-
duced 0-8, 0-6 whitewashes,
three produced 6-0, 6-1 re-
sults, one ended 6-1, 6-1
while the other finished 6-0,

kie pros reach semis

against second seed Julie
Halard of France in the other.

lHalard beat American Patty
Fendick 4-6, 6-4, 6-1, to ad-
vance. Appelmans was also
presscd before turning back
Nicole Provis of Australia 7-6
(7-5), 6-4.

Rubin said she did not ex-
peet such sudden success.

1 just wanted to qualify”
said Rubin, who swept throu
threc opponents to gain t
main draw.,

"It's exciting and | didn't
expect it. Now it's all loose and
fun. | don't have any pressure
on me."

Rubin had an uncxpected
advantage since Hel n had
sprained her left ankle in
eliminating top seed Gigi
Fernandez in the second round
nnThur-ig.

7-6.
Following are the results:
Mirza (Ban) bt. Manju (Ban)
ﬂ“nt B'l:
Heinhuis (Hol) bt. Shuja

(Ban) 6-0, 6-0;

Khalid (Pak) bt. Shaheem
(Ban) 6-0, 6-0;

Roni (Ban) bt. Khurshid
(Ban) 8-0, 7-6:

Pastore (Ita) bt.

Vanderdoren (Bel) 6-3,6-4;

Hulshofl Hel) bt. Chisty
(Ban) 6-0, 6-0:

Zia (Pak) bt. Maitra (Ban) 6-
0, 6-0;

Nestcl (US) bt. Ejaz (Ban) 6
0, 6-0;

Lodh (Ban) bt. Tawfiqul
(Ban) 6-1, 6-1:

Pablo (US) bt. Sarwar (Ban)
6-0, 6-1;

Dorsey (Macao) bt. Rabbi

(Ban) 6-0, 6-1:

The most important event

todate in the country's humble |

tennis history, the satcllite
circuit is worth 25,000 US
dollars in prize- money, pro-
vided by 51: Grand Slam
Development Fund of  the
International Tennis
Federation (ITF). The four-leg
satcllite meet will be played in
Dhaka (Nov 2-8), Rajshahi (Nov
10-16), Lahore in Pakistan Nov
18-23 and Karachi Nov 24-30.

Competitions will beheld in
the men's si and doubles
cvents with the winners col-
lecting ranking points on the
ATP computer in accordance
with their performances.

This is for the first time
that professional players from
around the world — twenty
from nine _ countries at the
last count — are taking part in
the maiden professional tour-
nament of the country.

The Dhaka leg of the circuit
is being sponsored by
Bangladesh T 0o Company
who will be bearing all local
expenscs except prize-money.

The singles champion of
each leg is guaranteed US dol-
lars 813 while the runner- up
half that amount. The doubles
champions will share 393.75
dollars while the runners - up
hall that sum.

Peter Malik, a well-known
international referee f[rom
Indian and chair umpire
Laurens De Wals of the
Netherlands are in the city to
conduct the circuit on bechalf
of the ITF.

Today's qualifying matches
begin at ten in the morning.
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I3hola Lal, the
unassuming mar-
ker of Sonargaon
Hotel, proved
once again that as
far as local squash
talent goes, he is still a class
above the rest.

Playing at the Dhaka Club

| court yesterday alternoon,

Bhola begs

PR

.........

HOLA LAL ...unbeatable
taller opponent Sohel 1lamid
but very soon was into his
strides and with an air of clini-
cal assurance pocketed the
winner's purse ol four thou-
sand taka by winning the inau-
gural Federation Cup squash
title: The score of a rather
one- sided final read 9-6, 9-1,
9-3 in favour of the rcigning
national champion.

Bhola, who has won every
single title or trophy at stake
since announcing his arrival on
the country’'s squash scenc
back in 1986, quite surpris-
ingly dropped as many as six
points to Sohel in the opening
gamc of the best- of -five final.
By the sheer dint of his de-
tcrmination and the will to
fight Sohel succeeded in mak-
ing the more confident Bhola
run across the court perhaps a
bit more than he would have
preferred. Yet once the initial
inhibitions had been over-
come, Bhola brooked no fur-
ther nonsense and dismissed

Sohel in the next two games in

less than a quarter of an hour.
So superior were Bhola's skills
that they became all too evi-
dent for the forty to filty odd
spectators and gucsts who had
cramped into the small bal-
cony that scrves as the stands
inside the lin-roofed court.

Sohel Hamid, the younger

brother of Dhaka
Mohammedans' and national

soccer star Kaiser, was left
richcr by Taka 3000 for his
toils,

For Bhola, a high point in
his career was the honour of
representing his country at the
Asian squash championships
held in Calcutta last year.

In the third place deciding

Yo ek

SO
play- ofl earlier in the after-

ish produced

noon, Ram J
ity G hedt

a rcmarkable

former Bangladesh champion ,

Shahjahan Sikder after having
lost the first two

Shahjahan, wjo despite the
loss proved that his oncourt
skills were of a far superior
order compared to those of his
cventual conqueror, took the
first two games 9-8, 9-4. But
that's as [ar as his diminishing
reserves of strength and
stamina would let
ceed.

Ram Jagadish, who lost the
semifinal to Bhola on Friday,
pulled back by winning the
third game 9-5. He drew level
in the fourth winning 9-4, and
took the fifth and final game 9-
1, a scorcline that suggested
that Shahjahan's breath had all
but gone.

Ram Jagadish collected the
third prize of Taka 2000 and
Shah
fourth place finish in a field of
scventy players.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadcq Hossain gave
away the prizes among the
winners aller the final which
was also attended by Abdul
Muyeed Chowdhury, president
of the Bangladesh Squash
Rackets Federation, organisers

of the eight- day meet.

im pro-

By Sardar Iftekhar
A new chapter is

being written in
the history of the
tennis movemcent
in Bangladesh
with the com

from

in Dhaka,
Rajshahi, and Lahore. The

qualifying rounds of ecach
tournament will be held on the

1991
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first two days. This is a 32-man
event and the last eight go on
to play in the tournament
proper.

The main draw will also
feature 32 players. Eight of
these will come f[rom the
qualifying rounds; four playcrs,
two each [rom Bangladesh and
Pakistan to be nominated by
their respective tennis federa-
tions will be given wild cards
to enable them o play directly,
bypassing the qualifying
rounds. The remaining 20
slots will be filled up by p
having ATP points ranking. In
the first leg, the top sced s
Laurence Ticleman of Italy,
ranked 429 in the world and
the last person to get into the
main draw on the basis of his
ranking is Young Men-Kwon of
the United States,
Jointly ranked 1116 with four
other gentleme..

If any of the players being
given direct entry into the
main round lafls to turn up, his

points (in which case they
shall be given the slots based
on ranking). For the record,
five players who had been
given direct entry for the
Dhaka leg did not turn up. So
their places have been taken
by five qualificrs who have
been picked out of the hat.

The format is quite simple.
Players enlering the main
event will be awarded circuit
points based on their perfor-
mance. [Incidentally, even a
first round loscr In the main
draw is ensurcd one circuft
E}inl. At the end of the third

g€ in Lahore, the lop 24 cir-
cuit point holders go on to play
the Masters' tournament In
Karachi in the last week of
November. It is based on the
performances in the Masters
that the circuft points earned
by a player will be converted
into ATP points in a pre-de-
temined ratio, thus cnabling a
playcr to oblain or enhance his
ranking as a professional.

The ITF supervisor is Peter
Maltk of India for the two legs

in Bangladesh and Sultan Gangt
ol Makistan for the two remain-

ing events in Pakistan. The
chair umpire for the entire
circuit is Laurens De Wals of
the Nctherlands. Both of these

gentlemen are velerans in

SARDAR IFTEKHAR

tcrms of their association with
the ITF.

The winner of each leg will

t US dollars 813.00 and all

8 in the first round will be

quarantced USD-74.00 (minus

local taxes Il any and the entry

halfl that sum for his |

world best time

CAPE TOWN, Nov 2: South
African Elana Mcyer finished
20 scconds inside Norwegian
Ingrid Kristianscn's four-year-
old world best time for the 15
kms at the national road run-
ning championships on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

Mecyer, considered South
Alrica’s best medal hope {f the
country accepts an invitation
to next year's Barcelona
Olympics, clocked 46 minutes
67 scconds. |

The International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF)
does not officially recognise
times set by South Africans be-
cause of the country's sporting
isolation.

But the anti-apartheid
sports boycolt fs crumbling.
The National Olympic
Committee of South Africa
mccts on Su and is ex-
pected to accept an invitation
to the Barcelona Games.

it was the sccond time that
Meyer has bettered one of
Kristiansen's times.

TILBURG, Neth-
rlands, Nov 2:
Indian Gran-
dmaster

Viswanat han

Anand inflicted a
scnsational defeat on on
world champion Garry

Kasparov, his first loss in this
year's Interpolis Tilburg tour-
nament, reports Reuter.

With two rounds left to play
in the 14-round tournament,
Kasparov's lead over the sec-
ond-placed Anand, a former
ﬁ:inr world champion, has

n cut to just one point.

If Anand wins his adjourned
11th round game against Gata
Kamsky he will be level with
Kasparov, who set his heart on
winning this competition
against strong opposition alter
failing to win either of the two
other tournaments he has en-
tered this year.

Kasparov, playing black,
plunged in to the Najdorf vari-
ation of s Sicilian de-
fence, one of the s st
lines in this opening. iy

Anand, playing in his usual
fast style, castied short on
move eight, much earlier than
usual

“This move looked very

fee of USD 20.00).

Incidentally, the men's
doubles event will be a main
draw eve-* only comprising
sixleen tcams. Fifteen shall
have to qualify on merit, that
is, compuler points and the
remaining team will be given a
wild card. Since tcams from
both Bangladesh and Pakistan
will be in contention for this
clusive spot, it remains to be
scen how our great Bangladesh
Tennis Fedcration works
around this. Perhaps a
Bangladeshi team in favour
with the BTF will be given the
wild card for the two
Bangladeshi legs while the
Pakistan Tennis Federation
will nominate their best team
for the Lahore leg.

LOCAL ORGANISATION

The Bangladesh Tennis
Federation have scaled new
heights and set new standards
in inelficiency at conducting
an event of this level. Their PR
has been non-existent. An in-
teresting feature is that the
top three of the coun-

try, the nucleus of the Davis

Dutch player Evert Jan Hulshof in action during his first round qualifying mateh of ITF Sat-

“ellite circuit against Bangladesh’'s Mayeem Chisty at Tennis Complex

yesterday.

awkward

tical brain
found the classical
TI_'.::'-.

fact Chang has not
ﬂnllhm“u
against the 1990 United
States Open champion he has

Cup team that has served the
country creditably in spite of
their limitations and helped
keep some of the of some
cholesterol laden BTF oflicials
are mysterifously missing.
There has been no effort ex-
to help pul up a credi-

le local challenge. The excr-
cise has simply revolved
around scratching each other's
back. For instance, a player
cither as a junior or senior has
been given a wild card simply
to a him since the BTF
officials are of the mistaken
impression that he represents
the local tennis players’ bodyl
They have totally shunned the
incumbent achievers deliber-
ately but for reasons best
known to them. Thére was
really enough room for all of us
to compete. If the intention is
to create an opportunity for
the next generation the BTF
would do well to do their
homework. They should know
that youngsters have to be
blooded very carefully and un-
der proper tutelage, not under
coaches whose intercsts are

place in the United States
team for the Davis Cup final
against France in Lyon later
this month, thinks that this
time he can turmm the tables.

"l feel | am playi mz
well -tllumtll.l‘hl
and heaithy and 'm really
Iunhjhrﬁﬂl to tomorrow,
he

Certainly he hardly put a
foot wrong and never ap-
peared to be in any real
during his one-sceded 62-
minute clash against Volkova a

dangerous opponent who
came to ™ t of
h\. - i
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Bangladesh PWD
Club and Rakfim

Sangha registe-
ﬂ red comfortable

victories in their
respeclive matches of the
Green Delta Insurance Second

Division hockey league encoun-
lers yesterday at the Hockey

Stadium.

EihT:D outplayed Mukta
Tarun 3-0

while Ekum Slnghammuwd

to a 2-0 win over East End

Green.

Musa scored PWD's first
goal in the cleventh minutes of
the firgt hall. Seven minutes
later S found the mark

Navy volleyball

KAPTAI, Nov 2: The inter-
base volleyball cham hip of
Bangladesh Navy will begin at
the BNS Shahid Moazzam at
Kaptai tomorrow, reports BSS.

Competitors drawn f[rom
eight different NAVAL shi
and establishments will
part in the four- day meet.

"ﬁ

dangerous (Jor Anand),” Dutch
International Master Cornelfus
Van Wijgerden said.

Kasparov snapped up a
"poisoned pawn,” on the b-file

with a decp penetration by his

e

L] : N % b
qt:_un. ht:hleuvlng Anand with
a [avourable central for
his knight. i

Anand was then able to trap
Kasparov's queen, which went
down fighting near the edge of
the board taking three of

purcly to effect personal gain.
But how can we expect better
management [rom the BTF? It
is essentially the same team
minus a few kingpins of the
former regime. There has only
been a re-shuflling of portfolios
with a few new faces. It is re-
ally sad but this is just a re-
flection of the reversal of the
domino effect. Whereas, liter-
ally, every country and organi-
sation is going [rom good to
better, we scem to be revelling
in the act of going from bad to
worsel

A CASE IN POINT

Already there is {umhllng
behind the scenes. This corre-
spondent was told by some
sources wishing to remain
anonymous that there is a
wider discrepancy between’
the fees of a linesman and an
unpire than was agreed upon
or is decent. The lunch ex-
penses being provided to the
young boys helping to organise
the tournament have also been
cut by approximately 30%,
ma to compensate for mis-

mthlhtnuuﬁ.tlﬂcldrll
Musa secaled the fate of the

match with a powerful
shot in theé 26th minute of the
first half.

Raktim Sangha's Tutul

banged their first goal in the

length minutes of proceed-

ings. .
Kamal scored 's sec-

ond goal in the 25th minut
of the play. o

(2:00 pm) :
Shishu Kishore vs Udity
Chub (3:15 pm)

Tennis results

BUZIOS, Brazil, Nov 2 :
Spains’ Francisco Roig came
from behind and upset fourth-
seceded Thomas Muster of
Austria to advance to the semi-
finals of the dirs 175,000
Kolynos Cup Tennis
“Tournament, reporis AP.

Buzios is a resort ncar
de Janeiro. -

d upsets Kasparov

the remaining
rounds Kasparov has the two
harder opponents, with black
today against Britain's Nigel

Short who drew t Viktor
Korchnoi on Friday, and on
Monday white against old rival

ex-world champion Anatoly

Karpov.
Karpov lost on Friday

against .the 17-year-old
Kamsky in a 72- move kings
indian defence.

Anand has to play Karpov
with'black today and is white

against tournament tali-ender
Yevgeny Bareyev on Monday.
“Maybe Anand can tic it up
with Kasparov,” Van Wijgerden
said, noting that he has the
better position in his ad-

journed game against Kamsky.

eview

spent somcwhere clsel Hats
have also not been provided to
the linesmen and umpires go-
ing out to officiate in the sun
as was promised, but these are
only the tip of the proverbial
iccberg with regard to the
problems being bred and per-
pctuated by inept, callously
negligent and aloofl officials at

et R SNCLUSION

At the end of the day, we
hope and wish that the tour-
nament would be a success in-
spite of these bunglings, The
successful s g of this cir-
cuit would an important
milestone for us in particu-
lar.Our fervent request to the
BTF is, plcase wake up, be fair
and do what you all would be
sancly expected to do. Please
do not carry on where your {l-

lustrious sors left ofl
and hammer in the remaini
nafls in the cofflin o

Bangladesh tennis and

five times national singles
champion. He is also the

cellancous expenses to be current national number two.

scrve in the eighth

it was as good as ng

Sampras the match.
Sampras, who has now

their four meetings, reduced
pponent to the role of

speciator ten times as he
lm-dd-nm

iz

i
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ofl again

t
E:l“ of taly 6-1. 36
6-3

The unseeded 23-year-old
ltalian, who put third-seeded
Jim Courfer out of the tour-

sly
nt would let

whoe can become
distracled, appeared to

concentration, but he

fighting and, o the relief

crhﬂl Bercy Stadtum
surged back towin.



