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Dhaka, Sunday, November 3, 1991

Art and Culture

The Filth Bangladesh Biennale Asian Art
Exhibition got underway last Friday with 271
artists from 13 countries putting 439 objects of
art on at the Osmani Memorial Hall and
the Academy auditorium. The Shilpa-
kala 's success in maintaining and stren-

cultural interactions with other Asian
countries is a welcome one and, hopefully, future
biennales will be able to attract greater number of

Art exhibitions of this kind can often drive
home the that the realms ol culture have
a quality of universality which cannot be com-
partmentalised through drawing of political bor-
. The world of fine arts, as much as litera-
, thrives on influences — by being influenced
by leaving its mark on others. Any atlempt to
sanitise” one national culture against inflluence of
through censorships, bans etc. will ulti-
utter impoverishment of the

:

xenophobia
ully, expand our [leld
countries, whether in
or elsewhere, In order to contribute to the
development of universal human understanding
- and enrich our own culture. -

The scenario, however, is not quite free of
danger. Recently a government minister an-
nounced that imports of all fo books that
were not " tible with our culture and her-
itage” would be banned. In the absence of any
concrete oflicial announcement on the subject,
we are still unsure about the exact type of books
the { Intends to ban or indeed why.
But what we can say with su is that these
kinds of policies are fraught with dangers that
need to be resisted at the earliest possible mo-
ment. books or other publications, other
than those that deprave or incite hatred and vio-
lence, would have the singular and devastating
effect of depriving our younger generation of
knowiledge, without which no culture could flour-
ish and no country could hope to develop.

The culture of a nation must have the capability
of renewal and enrichment through constant and
ever- infusion of ideas from other cul-
tures. The art exhibition is one such way of blow-
ing fresh breeze through the cultural environ-
ment. But if we do not allow access to other cul-
tures for the majority of the people. then the
whole idea of cooperation and interactions
through staging of joint exhibitions will be for

We are also lacking in some essential struc-
tures to e art In this country at present.
Considering the volume of work that have already
been produced by highly-talented local artists,
and the number that are likely to be produced in
the future, a National Art Gallery has now become
imperative. There is already a plan for it. which is
merely waliting for official approval. There 1s no
reason why there should be any delay over this.
Works of some of our masters such as Jainul
Abedin and Quamrul Hassan need a permanent
home which would be accessible to the people
easily. A national art gallery could provide such a
place for permanent display of the masters'
works, and also provide for better preservation of
the works. Furthermore, exhibition facil-
ities are wholly inadequate to meet the current
requirement, let alone of the future. We should
not regard such an art gallery as a luxury any
et ﬂo;m economic Igmlopment without cul-

u rishment would represent nothing short
of a body without a soul. | e

A Thoughtful Gesture

The Prime Minister's decision fo set aside a
specilic time every week, to meet with the mem-
bers of the general public, is a commendable one.
Given the bureaucratic web and the security
shield that distances a leader from the ordinary
citizens, the new will definitely help
to improve the access of the common people to
the most powerful oflice in the country.

For the common people to benefit from the
PM'’s decision, her stafl oflicers will have to en-
sure that the power brokers or the political touts
~are sifled out and only the 'genuine’ interviewees
“get inlo that all important list, which is prepared
on a first-come, first served basis.

As is evident from the sample of the first day's
interviewees, those seeking an audience with the
PM will be ones trying to redress personal
grievances. Il such be the case, queue before the
PM’s office could as well be never ending for
there are just too many personal cases to handle.

There are two ways of looking at it. First, by
providing a direct channel of communication
with the highest executive officer of the country,
the PM could ensure that she is better informed
about how her administration is functioning. The
fact that the common people have direct access
to the PM itself can have a dramatic effect on the
performance of our officials, knowing that a wilful
wrongdoing can easily reach the ears of the high-
est executive. The other way of looking at it
EH bethhc:_wmk motich can the PM do? Does she

run the elling bogged down with too
many specifics? Ang then, a more fundamental
question naturally comes to the fore—is it really
the way she would like to run things? Wouldn't
‘she be better off trying to make the system more
effective, rather than creating a situation which
lends itsell to instant decision-making, with all
the dangers that come with it ? Whatever may be
‘the ultimate usefulness of this move, for the mo-
‘ment it appears to be a good one. Expanding this
access (o people who are unable to travel to
Dhaka should also be considered. Writing letters
18 usually thought of as a fruitiess task. A more or-
m and authentic system of responding to
wrilten by the common people to the
head of the government, could add to this pro-
cess of expanding access to the PM. A live phone-
In question-answer session on the television
could also be experimented with.

IE systcem loss in the dis-
I tribution of electricity is
in Bangladesh.
Unlcss situation improves,
no. -u:ou;t.hl assistance lo
cxpan t r asecctor
w:-hl be hﬂm; The
rates of industrial
loans arc mar . In fact,
many of Lthese industries exist
only as fNctions. As a result,
esh Shilpa BDank has
been denited of resources by
donor authoritics. Unicss loans
are recovered, the future of
industrial investment loans are
indeed very bleak. The gov-
ermment current ex tures
have how assumed mammoth
proportions so that the entire
blic sector is badly sullering
rom utler incapacity (o garner
resources for development.
The recent pay hikes have fur-
ther complicated the situation
New donors assistance is at a
standstill. The entire jute in-
dustry is ru in the red.
Financially the industry is so
much al a loss that u the
trends are reversed, the indus-
try might soon collapse. Tax
collcction has not improvid
while savings as a pereeniage
of GDP is nol only extremcly
low, it has declincd further
from the low levels of the past
decades. Our development ts
totally at the mercy of Lhe
donor countrics whosc assis-
tance has enabled us to live be-
yond our means.

Our incapacity to take care
of oursclves seems total.
Clearly we [ace perhaps the
mosl acute crisis in devclop-
ment loday. We need a
of immedialc measurcs
of dissipating the crisis in the
short term so that the econ-
omy starts and pick up
a reasonable rate of growth by
the end of the next [iscal year,
that is June 1993. This should

give us solid two years, 24

HE frontline statcs of

southern Alrica arc no

longer worricd that a
post-apartheid South Africa,
with fts well-developed
cconomy, will dominate the
rcgion by reducing its
neighbours to customers of its
goods and scrvices.

Obscrvers in ncighbouring
countriecs now rcalise that
South Africa, like all newly In-
dependent countries, will first
have Lo grapple with its inler-
nal problems before it can
dominate other national
economies.

Zimbabwe once fecared it
would have the most o losc
from a post-aparthcid Soulh

| Alfrica bul now believes such a

change would creatlec a massive
market for Zimbabwecans to
exploit.

Mike Humphrey, chiel
cconomist of the Conlfle-
deration ol Zimbabwe Indus-
tries, predicts South Alrica
will develop a more equilable
economic distribution afller
apartheid and that its middle
class — espccially its black
middle class — will cxpand.

That will provide a new
market for Zimbabwe's econ-
omy, he says, and Zimbabwcan
manufacturers will be called
upon to provide goods such as
clothes, shoes, processed
foods and [urmniture for the new
South African middle class,.

The Zimbabwean Industry
and Commerce Minister,
Kumbirai , predicts an|
even brighter future of this
country with the advent of an
independent South Alrica.

"l see a free South Alrica as
the largest single market in
the region. It is there to be
penetrated as any other mar-
ket. The stronger the economy
of member state of a regional
grouping, the larger the mar-
ket it provides for the benefit
of all.”

Kangai predicts majority
rule in South Africa will allow
agricullure in Angola and
Mozambique to rebound.
"Routes to the sea through
Benguela (in Angola), Nacala,
Beira and Maputo (in
Mozambique) will be opened,”
he adds. Together with the
mighty South African economy
taking its rightful place in the
region, adding its good trans-
port system and outlets to the
sca, we can all prosper.

"When the resources now
being used to create and com-

' bat destabilisation in the re-

gion are turned to reconstruc-
tion and development, this po-
tential will be realised.”
SADCC secretary Simba
Makoni notes that although
South Africa is powerful, it
cannot survive without its

. Sir, | feel the urge to write
this letter as | find that a par-
ticular appearance of some
"sensational” events have be-

‘come recurrent. On the Daily

Star of October 24, the front
page picture of two groups of
marching.students reminds us
the scene from the movie
"West Side where we
see the ‘Jets’ marching to
sacintioe ago the pAGPph of
' ago

clashes between ME of
students (with some de nd-
fes 'in inset) was published
with headline on the front
page of an English dail

whereas on the same paper w’;

saw the exhilarating news of

. L

The
m in this respect
seems o be the entrenched

tht organised
lmbour. In a mnl.? o few
jobs in the formal sectors of
the economy, such strong
vested inlerests are nol at all
surprising. Dut ff workers are
oflered alternative income
carning opportunitics, the re-
sistance lo reorganisation is
bound to be . Iif the
affected workers are offered
liberal separation benefits in
terms of provident lund accu-
mulation, commutation of pen-
stion wherever it exists and
lump sum payments in Meu of
salary for a predetermined
period of time not as cash
compensalion bt for invest-

interestas of

ment in a business or manufac-
turing enlerprise together
with loan factlities, then

a whole new class of en-
irepremcurs can be ercated
within a short period of time.
It docs not matier il they are
very small, micro-seale -
lors. They can alse be

to join hands with other recip-
ients of such investment com-
pensation to form

with multiple ownership so
that cconomic scale of opera-
tion is secured.

Such com invest-
ment funds as equity backed
up with investment loans need
not be paid in cash. The funds
should be earmarked to bufld
housing for the enterprises
under specific industrial estate
development projects where
all the utilities like electricity,
gas, tciephone, water ete., are
fully provided. The retrenched
workers in groups are cnabled
to set up small to medium

scale manufacturing, trade or
service enicrprises. For exam-
ple a group of fermer employ-
ecs of PDB are assisted Lo set
u;c- lactory te manulacture
electric switches and plugs.

are given [actory space
(Natied factory, 4 to 6 floors to
cconomise on Lhe use of urban
land) as well as machineries
and equipment of hire pur-
chase, training and manage-
ment support. Il the compen-
sation that they rccetved are
not adcquate to cover the cost
then | rental arrange-

ment may be adoptled. As for

example the [actory space may
be on rent while the compen-
sation component is allocated

for purchasc of machinerics

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

ity. repair shops for electrical
equipment, manufacture of

spares eic. In fact with the ex-

possible, It is also not neces-
sary that surplus PDB stafl
should stick to clectricity re-

for public service on a profl-
itable basis or a group of them
pull their resources together
lo slart a brick field supplying
bricks dircctly to the project
on housing for the enterpriscs.
Any income carning opportu-
nity may be sought where the

compensdlion funds are usc-
able as good investment with
or without involving further
assislanoe.

Critical Constraint

It may however be recog-
niscd that the lack of appro-
priale know how and skill is
perhaps the most critical
constraint that the target
group would fa¢e in erder to
take advantage of the u-
nitics. Thus along with assct
creation [or the enterprises,
training schemes are neces-
-.r{. Very practical hands— on
skill development covering
both technical and manage-
menl skills should also b
madec available at the very out-

Su A hornl

tlu?znll“:mﬂ to privatise
distribu of electricity while
PDD concentrate on

rnr-l.hu of clectricity. The
clephone Shilpa Sangstha

Managing the Crisis in Developmen
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logether with retrenchment of

excess cmployees, the salary
increase could have been justi-
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End to Sanctions may Trigger
a Regional Economic Boom

Charles Rukuni writes from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

Political reforms have led many countries to lift sanctions against Pretoria. As a result
South Africa , already the strongest economy in the region, may now see further growth —
a development which could lead to greater prosperity in the entire region. Prospects of

renewed South African economic growth are no longe

states that their economies will be ruled by Pretoria’s dictates.

r fanning fears within frontline

’Wﬁ

ncighbours. "People say we are
so dependent on South Africa
that we wouldn't survive with-
out it," he says. Bul "we have
been arguing since 1985 thiat
South Alrica is so dependent
on us that #t would not survive
without us.

The South African gold
mines, for example, depend on
the labour provided by miners
from the f[rontline states, he
notes. '

lHe adds: "It is the tarifls we
pay lor the transport of our
goods through Cape Town,
Durban and Port Elizabeth that
enable the South African gov-
ernment lo subsidise their in-
ternal railway tarifls. Otherwise
South Aflrican’ products would
not be competitive on the in-

"Primary education ln. become
compulsory from the end of

the year” only at a small corner
on the back page. While writ-
ing this letter 1 see even on

October 28 issues front page
heéadline "2 killed in DU gun-
battle” with photograph of
dead students. Is it nec-
essary, on the advent of 21st
century, to print 'hot' news
with ) hs of "the good"
people advancing to punish
and erush "the bad" ones from
red lght territory while "the

z:whmmmmu
_  "are we receding to
dark instead of mov-

1l
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ternational markets.”

- The view among some
Sduth African obscrvers is
quite diffcrent. The liberal
South African papcr The
Weckly Mail quotes some
Johannesburg cconomists as
predicting that Pretoria's
larger cconomy and better-de-
veloped industrial sector will
overwhelm those of its neigh-
bours, wiping oul many indus-
trics in the [rontline states.

It is true that South Alrica's
economy dwarfs those of ils
neighbours: Pretoria's Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of
$78.9 billiori is more than
double that of all ten countrics
in the Southern African
Development Co-ordination
Confcrence (SADCC, whose

there is no reason anymore to
'dramatize’ or 'sensationalize’
the events, don't:- you think we
should look at things in a dif-
ferent and objective way and at
a positive angle and publish all
good, healthy and moral-rais-

news on the front and
all so-called agitating "sens-
ational” evenis on other pages?
Let us all change our whole
attitude towards life and get

rid of old demoralizing habits.

mcmbers are Angola, DBols-
wana, Lesotho,  Malawi,
Mozambigue, Namibia,
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwec.)

Still, stze is not cverything.
Humphrey argues that
Zimbabwe Is slightly better at
producing manulactured goods
than South Africa, cven though
llarare’s GDP is only $5.6 bil-
lion. llc notes that Zimbabwe's
manulfacturing sector makcs
up 31 per cent of the country's
GDP, while that of Seuth Africa
conslilutes only 25 per cenl of
its GDP.

Makoni adds that although
South Alrica has more than
twice the GDP of al 10 SADCC
countiries combined, it [accs
many internal changes which

may aflcct its economy.

"When you start addressi
the imbalarnices of aparthei
beiween Johannesburg and
Umtata, between' Orange Free
State and Bophutatswana, you
will find that there is nol
much of an economic powcr
there. The resources arc very
limited.” |

Even the Alrican Nalional
Congress believes South Africa
will not become the overpow-
ering giant may observers have
predicted because it will be
too preoccupied with its own
problems.

Thabo Mbeki, the ANC sec-
retary for foreign aflairs, says
that although South Africa
might be the engine of eco-
nomic growth in the region,
its internal economic and so-
cial restructuring will prevent
it [rom becoming southern
Alrica's saviour,

Similar sentiments have
bueen expressed by Gavin Relly

of the powerful Anglo-Ame- -

rican Corporation. "With the
lifting of the veil of apartheid,”
he says, "it is rapidly becoming
apparcnt that we share with
our regional neighbours many

of the same problems.

plorable telephone service.
Hundreds of telephones in

Naray j remain out of
order. are from
which subscribers cannot

phone but outside calls come
while some remain dead.

| clashes,

| terms of monetary

cal beyond which

services, the challenge of job

NTON

OPl

been [larare edilor of the
. h--.. H

depuly news editor of the

Bulawayo Chronicle. e

Prostitutes and Social Justice
Md Atigul Karim

We are appalled lo witness
an abortive attcmpt made by
the activists of Unislamic
Activities Resistance Com-

+ mittee [(UARC) to eviclt an

estimated 7,000 prostitutcs
from Tanbazar and Tantibazar
brothels in nj. As a
sequel to such incident, at
least 20 people were hurt in
and 18 others ar-
rested as reports camce in.
The situation was still alarming
with the deployment of huge
contingent of police personncl
at all the entry points of the
said arcas.

Whatever the background of
"eviction” is, perhaps the first
of its kind in such dimension,
both the itive and ncgative
aspecets of it should not be lost
sight ol. '

Everyonec will ébviously
agree that prostitution can
never be treated as a socially
agreeable profession for sur-
vival. There are two reasons
among others. Firstly, frequent
visit to brothels ean eatl into
the vitals of the younger gen-
cration. Secondly, apart [rom
spreading venercal discascs,
anti-social aclivilics or erimes
may also rise sharply due to
uncontrolled drug-abuse in and
around brothels,

Very often pimps or agents
of prostitutes arc found entic-
ing youths to pcrpetrate
crimes of scrious nature in
gains.
Consequently, an impartial and
neutral will amply re-
veal that ‘'motive’ behind some
sensational murders or even
political killings are orches-
trated from brothels and
slums. In this context, steps to
evict prostitution be con-
sidered very much by
people reeling under acute so-
cial insecurity or safely.

On the other hand, an
hectic move to abolish brothe
cannot be supporied either. In
other words, eviction without a
proper rehabilitation scheme
will pose a grater problem for
city dwellers as well as prostt-
tutes themselves. Environment
specialists and social thinkers
hold the view that if brothels
are closed right now, the

lem of environment pol-
tion will undoubitedly be ere-
ated. At the moment it is not
feit much for prostitutes are
confined to some speeilic lo-

Belore taking steps to evict
brothels, our social reformers, -
city fathers and rulers should
be very much sincere in their
eflforts to detect the root-cause
of prostitution and su
mecasures. We know it
well that majority girls who
register their names in broth-
els are [rom broken familics
where torture or ill-treatment
of any kind has made their
lives extremely miserable,
Poverty, inequality, cruelty of
husband, maitreatment by step
mother or co-wife etc. are
some vital reasons which com-
pel many of our {ll-fated girls
to take up prostitution against
their own will, for mere: sur-
vival. Thus, suller virtually
for no fault of their own but
due to maltreatment meted
out by their fellow-members in
the society which can very
well be termed as 'c
against humanity’. ;

In their protest rallies,

-prostitutes made it clear in

explicit terms that were
ready to return to normal life if |
so allowed by the society. Here
lies the problem, beécause very
few of us have developed the
mentality to reccive them with
clarity of mind and heart — we
admit it or not. Suppose, a
helpless r girl deserted
her hum Enoch-ll z
door (with a suckling in
her arms) for a petty house-
ob, will you make rooem for
er? | think 'you won't (there
maybennclmgom if you are
too gencrous). is the case
of a hesitant society,
According to my view, until
and unless we can create an
atmosphere lo share responsi-
b*llmu? of unfortunate girls by
way of creating job -
ties for them, mmm
right to pronounce
'‘prostitution’ as an outright 1l-
legal profcssion, which a com-
pelled one has every right to
choose as the last resort to -
survive. As such the question of
their eviction does not arise at
the moment.

The protest rallies of pros-
titutes however, ended in
successful culmination of a
commotion so as to restore
their rights. The Social Wellare
Ministry should, therefore,
take immediate steps to create
a good number of income gen-
erating projects for t;il
helpless girls 1o offer them a
better life, at lcast, -




