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Talks failure will lead to disaster,
warns Jordan's Foreign Minister

MADRID, Nov | : Jordanian

Foreign Mintster Kamel Abu
Jaber o for true, just
peace in the ke East and
warned that laflure would lead
to disaster, reports Reuter.
Addressing the Middie East
::mﬁhldlhﬂlﬂd.
hope it will be the start of

-:m ol territory by force
a stressed that Israel
needed to trade land for peace

Bush pleased
over first day's

outcome

WASHINGTON, Nov 1
President George Bush is “very
pleased™ with the first day of
the conference in Madrid on
Middle East pcace, Whilc

Nevertheless, Fitzwalter
added that Bush believed it
was “very productive in terms
ol nc sit down and
indicating a willingness to
malee this think work."”

his o get Isracl
out of a 400-square-mile
(1 kilometer) strip

Resolution 425, he mentioned
only Isracli forces, not the

"committed to the Palestinian
cause,” and wants Israel to re-

ol occupied lands and
eas| Jerusalem, scized during
the 1967 Middle East war.

3 Kach extremists
held in Madrid

MADRID, Nov 1 : Spanish
police arrested Jewish
extremist DBinyamin Kahane
and two other members of his
radical Kach party Thu as
they distributed lecaflets
ﬂundcmnln% Israel’'s
participation in the Middle
East pecace conlerence,
reports AP,

The arrests were the first
in connection with the three-
day, first round of talks be-|
Israel and

5
!
E,

Kahane, the son of slain |
Jewish Defense League founder
Meir Kahane was arrested after
distributing leaflets in the ho-
tel occupied by the Isracli del-
cgation. |

The party threatened last
week to “low up” the peace
talks that began Wedncsday.

cannot guaran-
lee and security does
nol come military might

even our very souls, as
we hold
dear and sacred, continue to
be plundered and distorted o0
accommodate new realitics

and manuflictured facts, bru
tally created on the ground,’
Abu Jabcr sald in & clear refor-
ence 1o Isracl settlements n
the eccupied lerritorics.

Add lsracl, he sald:
times commil suickde because
of thetr fear of life, more land
is not more security ... the
building of setements and the

of land are both in
clear centravention of the
rules of inlernational law.”

But he said the goal of the
negotiations was real peace,
not just an absence of war, and
reiterated Arab demands the
East Jerusalem, captured by
the lsraclis in 1967, should
reverit to Arab control.

"Arab sovercignty must be
restored in Arab Jerusalem ...
Jerusalem will represent the
esscnee and symbel of peace
between the followers of the
three great monotheistic reli-
gions.” he said.
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Focus on ME talks
Cry for self-rule across the world

Multilateral discussions under way

Palestinians for Israel to stop

settlements : talks tomorrow

tics exist,”
Shafl said. But he rule out the

East.
initial ceremonial stage
the Madrid meeting, con-

MADRID, Nov 1 : Officials at
the Mideast conler-
" ence solved a touchy prob-
lem in a straightforward
manner — with ‘scissors,
reports AP.
The United States and Isracl
objected to the use of the
world “international” on the

5,000 badges printed
for t conference, a
Spanish offlicial said

The American and Isracli gov-
ernments have had a long-
standing objection to any
"international” conference
on the Middle East because
Israel has feared it would be
isolated in such a forum.

The current meeting is re-
ferred to simply as “The
Madrid Peace Conference”

An issue solved at
Madrid with scissors

sisting of set speeches by the
key players on their conditions
for pcace, began Wednesday
and was scheduled Lo end to-

Israel wants the scparate,
onc-on-one talks to lake placc
alternately in Israel and
whichever country — Syria,
Jordan or Lebanon — L is ne
gotiating with Yitzhak Shamir
has been bringing it up in al-
most public pronounce-
ment, did so again in his
spcech Thursday, opening the
second day of the Madrid con-
ference.

"We submit that the best
venuc for the lalk s in our re-
gion, in close proximity o Lthe
decision makers, not in a for-
cign land,” he said.

"Wc invile our pariners in
this process to come to Isracl
for the first round of talks. we

arc ready to go to Jordan, lo

Bul the Spanish had innocently
printed “Confcrencia
International de Paz Para
Oriente Medio™ on the
precss cards.

US representatives on the or-
ganizing commitlee advised
their Spanish counterparts
on Sunday night that the
world “international” was
objectionable.

Credentials had already been
printed and needed to be

handed out Monday.

“Therc wasn't any time. The

only solution was to cut
them up,” said a ministry
official, who by custom is
not identified by name.
“The people who were here
sal around cutting them
with scissors.”

lebanon and 1o Syria.”

The Arabs are calegoric in
their refusal.

The harshest rejection
came predictably from Syria,
the most powcrful of the Arab
participants, when Foreign
Minister Farouq Al-Shara said

. Israeli insistence on the issue

aimed at no less than under-
mining the cntlirc peace pro-

If the problem were not the
venue of the bilateral, he said,
Isracl would “create another
preblem of a diffcrent nature.”

Arabs also fcar that il thcy
agree to shuttle between lsracl
and their own counitries, il

could be interpreted as a de
facto recognition of the Jewish

stale before any advance in

the pcace process
Isracli Prime Minister Yilzhalk
Shamir on Thursday said the

spceches by Syrian Forcign

Ministcr F'amug Al-Shara and

Palestinian delegation head
llaidar Abdel Shafi to the
Middic East peacc conlferener
in Madrid were “extremist”,
reporis AFP.

In an interview with Israecli
Radio from Madrid, Shamir
said: “The by Shara was
absolutcly extremist and de-
ceftful and that of the
Palestinian representative just
as cxitremist t constructed
in such a way as lo have an im-
pact on p‘l.rhl,i'r opinion.”

He said that according to
the two speakers, “there is no
room (o negotiate.”

But Shamir satd Isracl nev-
ertheless world attempt to

pursue bilateral negotiations
with Arab partics, that
it would be to find
an “appropriate venue” for the

The Israel Premier again
reiterated that during the

bilateral phase, “all problems

MADRID : Faisal Husseni

Palestinian delegation address a

speech Thursday.

can be ralscd.”

Shara, in his address to the
Madrid conlercnce, said “cvery
inch” of Isracli-occupied Arab
land must returncd, Whiiel
Shafl said Palestintans were

red 1o accept au
ing to independence. Sha
also called for a halt to Israch
scitlements in the occupied
territories.

Mecanwhile, six ultra-nation-
alist Likud members of parlia-
mcnt and several hundred
militants held an emergency
mecting here o appeal Shamir
to remain firm.

Parlamentary sources said

the was led by mem-
bers of ni be o
the front for Eretz Isracl

fisrael plus the occu terri-
tories) who refuse princi-
ple of exchanging land for

pCace.

(L) and Hana Ashravi,

press conference centred on Israeli

Advisors to the joint Jordanian
Premier Shamir's
— AFP/UNB photo

MADRID, Nov:1 : The leader of
Palestinians at the Middle East

pcace conference said
Th he was in
place of his people's

Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir lis-

immediate walkout if the

Bonn admits supplying Soviet tanks |

- time

Shamir ﬁsteﬁs as f’alestinians
speak in place of PLO

Palestinian delegation men-
tionced any links to the PLO,
which Israel condemns as a
terrorist tions.

Abdul-Shali called for an
immediate halt to Jewish sct-
tlements in the occupied terri-
tories, the relecase of all
Palestinian political dctainces
and the right of Palestinian
refugees to return to their
homeland.

After cach call, he glanced
at Shamir who for the first
in the conlercnce
seemed slightly uneasy.

Later in his address, Abdel-
Shail did refer to the PLO by
name he said.

"We the Palestinian pegple,
made the imaginative leap in
the Palestine National Council
of November 1988 during
which the Palestine Liberation

Organisation launched its
peace initiative.”
Again, Shamir listened

without waling out. Looking '

grim, he passcd a message to
Dcputly Foreign Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu  sitting
behind him.

Abdel-Shail, testing the lim-
its of Shamir's tolerance, re-
ferred indirectly to PLO leader
Yasscr Arafal. lle rccalled a
speech by Arafat to the United
Nations in which the PLO

leader recognised Israel's right
to cxist, calling it a "historic
speech.”

it was an emotional occa-
sion for Palestinians -- the first
time they had been permitted
lo express their views at a
peacce conference.

"Our homeland has never
ceasced to cxist in our minds
and hearts, but is has 1o cxist
as a state on all the territorics
occupicd by Isracl in the war
of 1867, with Jerusaleni as its
capital,” Abdcl-Shafi declared.

But he said the Palestinians
were willing to accept transi-
tional arrangements on Lhe
road to independence.

Calling the Isracli occupa-
tion of territories captured in
1967 illcgal, Abdel-Shali lam-

.basted Isracli "cruelty” and

praiscd the Palestinian Intifada
uprising that has raged in the
territories for ncarly four

ycars.

lle claimed an inalicnablc
right to sclf-determination for
Palestinian.

"We claim this right. We
firmly assert it here before you
and in the eyes of the rest of
the world, for it is a sacrced
and inviolable right which we
shall relentlessly pursue,” he
said.

Towards the end of his ad-
dress Abdel-Shafli mentioned
Arafat by name, quoting a

speech he made to the UN in
1974. '

Shipment marked as agricultural machinery

to Israel for the last 20 years

BONN, Nov 1 : A sccret
rhlpm:nt of Soviet tanks of
sracl was part of "cooperation
in technical defense matters

satd , altempting to
cool a public outery over the
deliveries, AFP,

the German intelligence ser-
vice.

On Thursday, the govern-
ment sald it knew nothing
about the shipment, with the
Defence Ministry, which made
Lthe tanks available to the
German intelligence service,
inststing that the sccret ser-
vice had acted without inforn:-
ing them.

Government spokesman

Dieter Vdgel said Thursday

that the shipment should not
have gone without con-

sultation with "politically re-
sponsible” authorilics and the
links should not have bcen
falscly declared as agricultural
machinery.

The tanks, weighing up to
40 tonncs each, belonged to
the former East German Army
and were discovered by chance
in wooden crates covered with
tarpaulins as they were being
loaded onto an Israelf (reighter
headcd for Haifa afier they had
been declardd o customs as
“agricultural machinery.”

They were Lo have been
studicd by Isracli intelligence
sceking information aboult sim-
ilar devices uscd by Arab stales
neighbouring Israel.

A list distributed
Wcdnesday by the Defense
Ministry indicated that officials
of the German secretl service
arranged the shipment without
consulling their superiors or
the Chancellor's office.

Vogel said defense coopera-
tion with Israel had bceen

"particularly important” during

the ycars when the former
West Germany was “greally
threatened by Soviet military
potential.”

- Earlier this year Germany
decided to ship military mate-
rial 1o lsracl during the Gulf
war because Israel's "existence
was Lhreatened.”

Vogel said Germany would
pursue coopcration wilth
fricndly countries, including
Isracl, on technical defenee
matlers.

The verbal duel,
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'Madrid talks endorse
Arab views'

DAMASCUS, Nov 1: Syria's

staic-controlled newspapcrs
on Thursday interpreted the
vpening stalements at the
Middie East peace confcrence
in Madrid as supportive of Arab
vicws, reports AP.
On the second day of the
conference, many people
tuned to forcign radio and
tclevision stations as on the
first day to hear or see live
broadcasts of the :

The opening address by
Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir was simultancously
iransiated into Arabic by some
radio stations. Somec of
Shamir's statements sparked
immeodiate reactions and gul-

| faws from Hsicners.

"What about you?” was a
popular reaction by many
Syrians o an appecal by Shamir
lo the Arab world o izc
and accept

cquals?”
rcfugee, Adnan Qudsi, as other
plc listening to the live
cast nodded.

The ball is now in the

Altcrnate venues have been
proposed, such as Cairo or
Washington, but the Israclis
have remained adamant.

“The talks cannot take
place in Israel,” said
Palestinian Hanan Ashrawi, "so
long as Isracli is occupying
Palestinian and Arab terrilo-
rics. We need a neutral and
free place to negotiale.

“We will not negotiate un-
der duress,” she said.

Abdel Shali told AFP that
Palestintans would insist dur-
ing the bilateral talks that
Isracl halt the building of sct-
ticments in the occupies terri-
torics.

"I Israel refuscs, there will
be a problem: This will create
an obstacle, an impasse,” he
said.
Isracl has crcaled 146 sct-
tlements on the West Bank and
in the Gaza Strip which have
a total population of 104,000.

On the formerly rian
Golan Heights which Israel
annexed in 1981, 33 settle-
ments have been created,

Informed Palestinian

Israci court and the lsraclis
should not swim against the
international (ide,” com-
mented the dafly Tishrin.

Two other rs, Al
Thawra and Al-Baath used ban-
ner hcadlines to quote state-
menis by the US and Soviet
presidents and the Eugopean
Community represcntative at
the confercnce.

Al-Thawra's main headline
said "Hopcs Raised on First
Day of Conference.”

A sccondary hcadline
Without Israch

and Halt (e

 Wrangling over
talks venue

sourccs said the Palestinian
delegation would net risk
b ng ofl the tions
but broach the is-
suc at each round of talks.

It would be uscless to enter
the third state of the.peace
uding multilateral

talks, Abdel said.
. A halt to Israel's settlemen

would mean “progress,”
P added.

Multilateral talks are due to
start two wecks afier the
opening eof the Madrid
conlference, according to a US
timetable.

Abdel Shafi also said US
Sccretary of State James Baker
"Congratulated” him on his
npeetg before the
Thursday.

In his address t
Palestinian head said
Palestinians were preparcd

to

autonomy to in-

s bvaingg o v, oy
a to Israell settlements.

And now a duel with scribes

MADRID, Now 1 : An Isracki of-
ficial traded an accusa-
lions with Arab reporters

Thursday, each blaming the
other for the Middle East

pcace conflict, AP,
xkzh came
on the sidelines of the

Middle East peace confer-
ence, refllected the depth of
the disagreement between
lhemm and Israelis, who
can even agree on his-
torical events.

"We cannot build on the future

without going back to his-
tory,” sai Benjamin
Netanyahu, Isracl's Deputy
Foreign Minister; during
the news conference, which
was limited to Arab re-

poriers.

"We are lold we attacked the

Arabs in 1948; we were the
ones atlacked. We are told
we atltacked In 1967; we
were the ones who were
attacked by the Syrians and
Egyptians,” said Netanyahu.

It was nol the first attempt by

the warring parties in the
Middle East Lo creaje an
unofficial dialogue. PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat met
scveral years ago with

Isracli journalists in Cairo in
an atmosphere of accusa-
tions and counter-accusa-
tion similar to Thursday's
imipromptu conference.
The qucstions by Arab Journal-
ists were angry.  and
'S answers csca-
lated the bitlerncss.
'ﬁl:yhcm Iilrl.:.l‘t lied about
of the :L How can
slart lo discuss fssues
Nour,
a journalist Ind:m the

only Arab ltltl.fl".hlw




