AIDS stalking the unwary
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The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has come
forward in a way to help
Bangladesh adopt suflicient
precautionary measures to
prevent this dreadful disease.
The WHO assistance, as part
of its global pelicy of the man-
agement and control of AIDS,
has been extended in the form
ol reagents, equipment and
cons . The WHO oper-
ates in close tion with
the National AIDS Committee
in Blnd-duh.

The National AIDS
Committee is merely an adwvi-
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id:nti[y lhc reuunl behind
such acts.

to the nllnp-

tions by speakers
position political plﬂll:l
C ury ol the ruling party,
admitted that the present gov-
ernment obviously had some

faflures but that the m-
ment's successes should also
be ted.

In this regard he said that

there was a lack of democratic
practices in sphere of
life. 'We (the politicians) are
yet to get the opportunity to
practise democracy properly,’
he remarked.

The former Education
Minister of the BNP govern-
ment said that the burcaucrats
have not yet habftuated them-
selves to democratic practices
as they had been deprive:d of
the opportunity under autoc-

Badruddoza Chowdhury
stressed the need for such
practices by all including the
politicians and the burcaucrats.
The present government was
ready to accept ﬂ_pg:-luun
views in changing the -
cratic administrative system,
he added.

On terrorism; the BNP
leader called on all concerned
to be sincere in containing
terrorism. “If alleged killers
expelled from a party on
charges of terrorism were
sheltered by another, then
how could we be hopeful of
sincerity, he asked and called

on the political leaders to be
l!lllﬂ their politics. -

Ll:t be honest, and sin-
cere in th ng out ierrorism
to give our posterity a bright
21!, the ruling party leader

Commenting on the domi-
nance of t forces in
national politics, raised by his

fellow lpﬂkcrn on the occa-
sion, Chowdhury viewed, they
could not work anless their lo-
cal agents collaborated with
them,

Referring to criticism on
the existence of the black
laws, he said 'We must sge
l‘hﬂhﬂf those (the black laws)
are misused or not. The pre-
senl government has not uned
the laws as yet.’

Chaired by the JSD (Inu)
presidium member Kazi Aref
Ahmed, the meeting was also
addressed by the CPB
President Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik, noted economist Dr
Akhlakur Rahman, Lawyer
Mﬂqﬂhuwdh , JSD
{inu} General
Hasanul qu Inu, and Five-

Bﬂ:rc tary-

By Khalilur Rahman
sory bedy which puts lorward

proposals to the government
in of measures to be
taken screening, research,

contrel and creat mass
awarcncss about AIDS, » 10-

member Natienal AIDS
Committce was  formed on
Oclober 26, 1985 with
National Mrofessor (Dr) Nurul
Islam as its chairman. The
screening of people for AIDS

began in the country from July

1987. But the recommenda-
tions made from time to time
by the committee to the con-
cermned authoritics during the
last hall a decade have hardly
been taken seriously. The
committee's specific proposals
were simply ignored, a mem-
ber of the committee resented.
The assistance rendered to

by WHO is well up
to the mark but we lack in our
determination to face the

challenge posed by AIDS to our
natfon del ite Ll'u'.-ﬂ:ymul

-:IL.Im

Despite repeated urgings by
the National AIDS Commitice
to conduct thorough test of
blood available for transfusion
at the country's blood bank,
both in public and private
sectors, no action has been
taken in this regard as yet.
Blood transfusion is one ol the
most vital causes of transmit-
ting AIDS in human beings.
Similarly, reckless usc of sy-
ringe, ncedle, surgical, dental
and skin ﬁ:cn:lng equipment
could not be stopped exposing
the users to serious hazards,
another member of the
commitliec said. It is a pity that
though the resources were
available with us negligence or
simply lack of initiative
stands in the way of undertak-
ing a concerted effort to pre-
vent the impending danger, he
stated.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Professor Mohammad Nazrul
islam, Head of the Department
of Virology of the Institute ol
Post-Graduate Medicine and

Party leaders including Nirmol
Scn and Sharil Nurul Ambia.

Sailuddin Manik said that
the partners in the anti-autoc:
racy movement must sharc the
faflures of the present demo-
cratically elected government.

Citing different problems
left behind by the autocratic
rulers, Manik viewed that no
single party was able to resolve
all of them. He reiterated his
party’'s call for a consensus on
national issues without which
he said natfonal progress and
institutionalisation of dcmoc-
racy could not be ensured.

The country was now pass-
ing through a very crucial pe-
riod, the CPB lcader remarked
and made a fervent call to
work unitedly to remove the
decbris left by the autocratic
rulers. -

He also wurged the
Opposition to abandon the
path of taking opportunity of
government failures and coop-
erate in putling democracy on
a firm footing.

Shamsul Haq Chowdhury
spcaking on the occasion ac-
cused the two major political
parties of breaking the pre-
election pledges made in the
Joint Declaration due to
which, he said, the people
were still deprived of the fruits
of democracy

He ahu held the parties re-
sponsible for promoting ter-
rorism in the uses.

Nirmol Sen in his impas-

- sioned specch made frontal at-

Rescareh and OGeneral

Sceretary of the National AIDS
Cﬂnmiu:t llld that

-free mnt ...T" here

should not be any waste of
time in taking adequate mea-
sures lo prevent the discase.
AIDS has spread in owr -

country— India it
is high time that we act swiftly
to face the erisis, rol Islam
asscried. The National AIDS
Commitice has been reconsti-
tuted with Major General
(Retd) M R Chowdhury as its
chairman and specific propos-
als have been made to the gov-
ernment to cover the districts
and even upaziflas phasewise
for the prevention of AIDS, he
informed.

An expert on AIDS,
Professor Islam said that there
was no dearth ef materials or
cquipment for diagnosis of
AIDS in Bangladesh. For this
purposc five laboratories in the
public scctor have been set u
which are equipped wllg
trained manpower and other
materials. But he admitted that
there were some  organisa-
tional defects. Till now aboul
12,000 people have been
screened for AIDS in these
laboratories. The laboratories
are located at CMH, IPGMR,
two in Chittagong and one in
Sylhet. .Of these [ive, one 1s a
reference laboratory. Machines
for earrying out screcning
tests arc available in all the five
laboratorics but the equipment
for making conlirmatory test
is available only in the two lab-
oratorics in Dhaka.

Prol Nazrul Islam stressed
the nced for greater participa
tion of private medical facili-
tics in the diagnosis and con-
trol of AIDS in the country.
Otherwise the burden on the
government would be too
heavy, he stated. At present
two pathological laboratorics—

-IBN Sina and Al-Razee— in pri-

vate sector are doing AIDS
test. Of these, the performance
ol IBN Sina is quite satisfac-
tory, Prof Islam pointed out.

Enemles of democracy

tacks on both the BNP and the
Awami Leaguc for ignoring the
causcs of Lhe people. “We are
not having confidence in any of
the two parties cven after the
[all of autocracy,” he said and
added [rustration has gripped
national life due to a lack of
cordiality of the two parties in
institutionalising democracy,
freeing the Constitution of un-
democratic characteristics,
and resolving national prob-
lems including the spread of
violence.

Other speakers accused the
BNP and the AL of lorgelling
the commitments made in the
Joint Declaration of the three
political alliamces during the
anti-autocracy movement. They
also called upon the ruling
party to fully materialise the
joint declaration.

Earlicr, the JSD (InupJoint
Sccretary Sharif ‘Nurul Ambia
opened the talks and read out
the key note paper where he
identified six enemies of
democracy. Those are: Evwil
forces who capture power ille-
gally and their collaborators in
the guise of politicians, un-
democratic clauses and black
laws in the Constitution, bu-
recaucratic administrative sys-
tem and the statc structure,
economy of loot and plunder of
national wealth and owners of
black money, communalism
and the communalist forces’
armed activity, and aulocracy
and their patrons in the impe-
rialist circle. '

BCL files case
accusing 35 JCD
activists of
killing Mizan
By DU Correspondent

- Awami League's student
front Chhatra League (S-A)

filed a murder case with

Ramna thana Thursday accus-
ing more than 35 attivists of
BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) of their in-
yolvement in the killing of its
activist Mizanur Rahman

- Complainant of the case was
Mozammel Huq, Joint

' Secretary of BCL (S-A) Central

Committee.

The accused included Elias
Ali, Ali Akkas Nadim, Shamim,
Patu, Mir Sharalat Ali Shafu,
Nawaj, Ayub Hossain Rana,
Osman Gani, Quamruzzaman
Lal, Abdul ., Tito, Chhoto
Sohel, Helal and Chhoto Alam.
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Jute workers
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if bonus voucher was counted.
Jute industry enjoyed about 50
per cent bonus voucher in the
then Pakistan period and in
India it still enjoys 35 per cent
subsidy, he claimed. But our
government withdrew the sub-
isidy following independence,
he said. '
There were same problems
Ii:;ﬂth& ute sector he said and
government pol [or
"Adamjee jute mills have
only two days raw materials.
plies are so poor that
most of the looms remained
inoperative. We are workers.
Supply us raw materials, we
would raise production”, he
Bashar said it was possible
to make the mills profitable by
formulating a proper policy.
could earn profit even if
allowed to run by workers co-
operatives, he asserted.
Other demands of the

- Parisad include implementa-

tion of pay commission and
wage commission reports, 60
per cent dearncss a lowance,
removal of discrepancy among
the corporations in house rent

allowance, conveyance, medi- |

-cal and maternily, provision of
providend fund and fulfillment
of all vacant posts.

tion control

People from different parts of the country waiting in a long queuve braving rains Thursday in

front of Suga

day of h-r meet-the-people programme.

ndha to have an appointment with the Prime Minister. Yesterday was the first

— Star photo

PM has many things to hear,
people have many things to say

Several hundred visitors
from the as well as the
Jar flung areas nf the, nnunlg
thron the -
fice of Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia secking appoint-
ments on the first day of the
PM's mecting the members of
the public Thursday.

Pcople mostly of the mid-
dle and lower middle closes
started queucing at the
Sugandha gate since carly

morning on Lhe day to enlist
their names with Private
Sccrctary of the Prime
Minister.

The Prime Minister took a
decision to meet members of
the public between 6 pm to
7.30 pm cvery Thursday on
Octlober 27.

The following day, press
reports were published stat-
ing that the appointments with
the PM would be allowed on ‘a
first come [irst serve' basis
and calling upon the inter-
csted persons to get their
names enlisted from 10 am to
12 noon on every Thursday.

In her person-to-person
contlact programme the: Prime
Ministcr met 100 visitors on
Thursday and heard their
gricvances.

On the first day, scveral
hundred pcrsons turned up at
the Sugandha office. Of them,
250 were enlisted for ap-
pointments Lill December 12.

The rest were refused as
the PM started meeting the
visitors from about 6 pm. She
had to stay at the Sugandha till
10.30 at night.

The Private Secretary of the
Prime Minister issued ap-
pointments to 250 persons, 50
persons for every alternate
Thursday, except next
Thursday (November 7) when
the PM will be outside the
country.

Due to mismanagement, the

~appointmecnt-seckers had to

sullera lot. They had Lo wail in
a long queue in incessant rains.

By Nazmul Ashraf

haved with the visitors when
they got angry and quarrcled

e
also beat and later

pichtl one such wvisitor who

some remarks being
d isappointed at the misman-
agement. On visiling the
Sugandha oflice, this corre-
spondent found people wait-
ing defying the rains. Some of
them were also moving about

aimicssly failing to stand in
the ine which ended within
the Sugandha compound.

Mostly poor pcople from
outside the city lurned up to
infopm the PM of their prob-
lems and grievances with a
hope to having them solved.,

Moazzem Hossain, work-
ing in a consultancy firm in the
city, told the Daily Star that
he wanted to make some pro-
posals to the PM on rehabilita-
tion of beggars who he said
were creating  problems in
public life.

Motaleb, a teacher of
Bhaluka Senior Madrasa came
to make the PM aware of de-
forestation in the Kadh

forest range allegedly by the
[orest oflicials.

Moulvi Shaliuddin, aged
60, came o the city one week
ago [rom Patuakhali lo beg a
donation from the PM_for
giving his three daughters in
marriage.

Similar was the casc of
Halfcz Mohammad Sirajul Haq
from Bhola unable to give his
three daughters in marriage.
Siraj also carried an applica-
tion strongly recommended by
the State Minister for Water
Resources and Flood Control
Mosharrafl lHossain.

The old Siraj came to Dhaka
13 days ago and lcarnt about
the provisions of meeting the
PM a fcw days ago.

Abdur Razzak Choudhury
who lost his housc and prop-
crty in the April 29 devastating
cyclonc came [rom Barguna for
economic assislanccs 1o re-

huﬂd his houses.

Razzak who lost his parents
had ' to leave his studies in a
local madrasa afller the ¢
clone and now pulls a rtt{
shaw in the city lo maintain
his family of eight.

Md Abdul Hye of
Kishoregan] sought an ap-
K:imrmnt with the PM to

ve a betler job: Hye said that
his present occupation of car-
pentry was nol enough to
meet his family expenses. le
would also request the PM to
crcate more scope for em-

mﬂl in the country, he

Md Al Zia, a student of the
Dhaka Technical Institute,
was found in a waiting room

with his old father M A
Salam, a retired Upper
Division Assistant in the

Education Department.

Salam's land was allegedly
forcibly occupied m' a retired
army uﬂlcial Itu ing al his
Manikdi residence in the
Dhaka cantonment area, Salam
wished the PM’'s intervention
in the allair.

SM Azad who passed the
degree examination ih 1986
came from Brahmanbaria te
complain that he was ncver is-
sucd in most cascs inter-
view card despite his applying
for jobs at least 40 times since
1986.

Anwar Hossain who owns a |

motor spare parts shop came
from Tejgaon to complain to
the Prime Minister that the
Labeur Court cmployces were

harassing him for bribes. llc

also alleged being forced to
pay excess income taxces be-
yond his capacity.

Among the appointment-
scckers, only a few females
were found out of the queue.
The poor and  illiterate
women were vigorously look-
ing for any suitable person lo
help them enlist their names
alter they failed to [ight their

male visitlors in the long linc.

Policemen ‘on duty ~ misbe-

th.mg US Deput}r ﬁsslstant Secretar}r of State Ms Teresita C SchniTer called on Prime |

Mlmstar Begum Khaleda Zia at her office on Thursday.

—PID photo

Prlvate members
From Page 1 Col. 4

should reach a consensus for
saving the jute growers and
the jute industry. Opposition
MPs Abdur Razzak, Rashed
Khan Menon, Kazi Abdur
Rashid, Rashed Mosharral and

others supported the resolu- -

tions.

Opposing the resolution,

Jute Minister A S M Harnan
Shah said that government was
quite alert to protect the in-

terest of the jute growers but

fixation of its' minimum price
at 500 taka would be unrealis-
lic ignoring the commercial
aspect. He said that the gov-
ernment E: refers to buy jute
at the mar -
Another ruluh.ttinn for allo-’
cating funds for u
basis ol population was moved
by Al, MP Rahmat Ali. He said
that system of funds allocation
on the basis of population
would ensure parity for the
upazilas. '
Deputy Minister for Local
Government Abdul Hye op-
posed the resolution saying
this might disrupt the popula-
programme,

pazilas on the.

Electoral roll
From Page 1 Col. 8

respective jurisdictions.

An cnlisted may apply
prescribed form to
Regisiration Officer concerned
for deletion of the name of any
person who has in the mean-
time died or has become incli-
gible to remain a voter.

If the name or any other
information relating to a voter
is wrongly printed in the
electoral rolls, he may apply to
the Registration Officer for
correction of his name or the
wrongly printed information
relating to him.

A copy of the electoral rolls
of each union and pourashava
has been kept reserved in the

offices of r-enpr:ctlv: union

parishad and pourashava for
inspection of the members of

. the publie. Th:nerul'llmaybc

consulted il necessary for

* fication.

There are separate pre-

scribed forms for inclusion or

deletion of names and corree-
tion of names or any other in-

[formation.

Ahe

Thursday meet
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land acquisition, ecte.

Putul, a 14-year-old girl told
the Prime Minister that her
husband had deserted her be-
causc she could not pay dowry.
Begum Zia felt concerned
about Putul and said she would
look into the problem.

Abdul Jabbar Khan, a
Maslers degree holder, came
to Begum Zia for a job in a high
school. The cldest son of the
five-children family, Jabbar
said he would be happy with a
job of a teacher since his fa-
ther was a teacher too. "I want
to teach whatever |
learnt”, he said.

Sultan Jahan Bithi narrated
her plight to Begum Zia and
wanted justice from the gov-
ernment since her in-laws did
not look after her 14-month-
old daughter following the

dcath of her husband.
Jahanara Hossain, 685,

wanted a job for her cldest son
Mahbub Alam Ripon who is a
science graduate, "If you
vide him with a job, our family
;11 be saved”, she told Begum

have

!

the people in the February

The Midnight File

SAARC working body meets

toﬁnalherwrmmendaﬁom

COLOMBO, Oct 31 :
met

clected chairman. A
for finalising recomme
Standing

programming commitiee

Mhmummmm
today. Nihal Redrige, DG (SAARC), Sri Lanka, was unanimously /
goup was sct up in the meeting '

lo Foreign Secrciaries

Commitiee under inicgrated programme of

activitics for 1992. Working group will alse examine
Secretariat budget proposals, reports BSS.

NATO should be more political :
Gorbachev

SOUSTONS, Oect 31 :

Sovict lcader Mikhail $§ Gorbachev

uﬂﬁurﬁaylhtﬂﬂmlfmﬂbmnlmpu.ﬂ.hl

military organisation to reflect

in Eastern

profound
Europe. Joined by French President Francols Mitterrand,
Gorbachev stressed the need o maintain a central power
within the Soviet Union. He also underscored the need for

food aid for his country

as winter
spoke at a joint news conference afler an

visit at

Mitterrand's country home in southwest Franee. Gorbachey
and his wife Raisa boarded a plane for Moscow afler the news
conference, reports AP.

Syria on Thursday
Isracl’'s “intransige

:
|
.
i

before the end of the confer-

| urﬁ":- mmnlq would

not accepl any compromise of
UN resolutions -calling for
Isracli withdrawal [rom Arab
land.

"Every inch of Arab territory
occupicd by war and force
musi be rcturned in thelr en-
tirety to their h’lﬂl.lt own-

RU student
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dent that the left lung of
Shamim was cul off from his
body but the bullet muld no be
removed.

Shamim received hullﬂt
when some unidentified per-
sons fired upon a JCD campus.
procession Monday in which
he participated.

The JCD RU unit brought
oul a proccssion and organised
a rally on the campus to
protest killing of its '
Galib and Liton on Dhaka

- University campus Sunday and

altemptl on

Chaired by Harunur Rashid
President of RU unit of JCD it
was addressed among others
by GS of RU unit Bahauddin
Bahar, Senate Member Shahin
Sawkat Mother Box Hall VP
Bablu Akther and Taposhi
Rabeya Hall VP Ashifa Ashrafi
Paptya.

Speakers at Lhe rally said
pro-Awami League Chhatra
league was ¢ lerrorism
in the educational institutions
throughout the country as they
could not accept the verdict of
27
general election. The JCD

| leaders also demanded imme-
' diate arrest and exemplary

guniahnmnt of those responsi-
le for Sunday's Dhaka
University campus violence,

DU c¢lasses
From Page 1 Col. 3

and holding exammations after
discussion with the DUTA.

The Syndicale meeting,
presided over by Vice-
Chancellor Prof Maniruzzaman
Miah, also called upon the gov-
ernment to punish those in-
volved in Sunday's gunbattle on
the University campus. It con-
doled the death of Mizanur
Rahman who died in a hospital
carly Wednesday 60 hours afler
he had received bullet injuries
in the gunbattle.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League-backed Chhatra League
(BCL) held a meeting on
Thursday at the Central
Shaheed Minar to condole the
death of Mizan, who was gen-
eral secre of the Fazlul Haq
Hall unit of the BCL.

BCL leaders Shahe Alam
and Ashim Kumar Ukil, while
addressing the meeting, de-
manded immediate arrest and
trial of the killers of Mizan.

They blamed’ the armed
hoodlums of the BNP-backed

| Jaryatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

for the and said the JCD
was invo in terrorist acls
at the educational institutions

. '| o fefl the student movement

for realising the 10-point de-
Imnd-nﬂhtluﬂlmm
nity

‘hop
=

nationalist activism,

in mishaps
By Staff Correspondent

An unidentified
died on the spot ww
turned-turtle near the Prime
Ministers’ Bncnl.lrhl at

An m.duttiﬂnd youngman
died alter being struck by a
Dhaka-bound train

with raflway
body was scnt fo DHCH l‘-r

autopsy.
US support
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Department who arrived here
Wednesday, congratulated
Begum Zia for her party's vie-
tory in a freec and fair election.

The US Deputy Assistanht
Secretary termed the last elee-
tions and formation of a peo-
ple’'s government as a com-
mendable change in

h- i

She wished success of the

present government and
people’'s right will be
tablished, -
During the meeting, the
Prime Minister thanked US
President George Bush for all
assistance in the rehabilitation
work aflter the April 29 cata-
clysmie cyclone ' in
Bangladesh's eoastal belts.

Referring to the relentless
work of the US Task Force,
Begum Zia also conveyed her

- gratitude to General Stackpole.

She said it would have been
difficult to carry emergency
relief fo remote and hard-hit
arcas without the help of the
international community
including the US Task Force.

Mentioning about US Vice
President's wife Madame Dan
Quayle's visit to
during the period Begum Zia
said standing beside the dis-
tresscd people is a great ser-
vice to humanity. - :

The Prime Minister
thanked President Bush and
the US government for writing
oflf Bangladesh’'s debt of 202
million dollars.

Begum Zia appreciated US
decision to reduce its nuclear
warheads for global peace and
its inftiative for an-going
Middie East peace conference
in Madrid to solve political
crisis of the region.

Schaller expressed her gov-
ernment’'s firm determination
towards upholding global
peace and development.

The Prime Minister assured
continucd support to USA's pi-
onccring role in strengthening
democracy in difllerent coun-
tries, bringing global peace
and security and increasing
regional cooperation.

The US Ambassader in
Dhaka Willam B Milam was
also present during the meet-
ing.



