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‘Mental Retardation’

seems (o as heavy as a lilc sentence.

When a child is confirmed as "mentally handi-

capped”, "mentally (llI", "mongoloid’ or
"abnormal” by the doctor or psychologisl what

sort of a future can he or she
One with constant disappointment, heartache
and humiliation you would think. But beyond
that deformed body, those glazed eyes and

unresponsive face {s a lést soul, a

soul that craves for love, affection and a scnse
It is amazing how when this ba-

of
sic to be loved is fulfilled, people with
such mental handicaps
their deficiencies and lcad close to normal

— Lhe term itsell

k forward to?

can overcome many of
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of integration. Children with mental handicaps
go to the same school as normal children
although the classes they attend follow simpli-
fled syllabi. These Special Education
Programmes have been initiated by the socicty
for the Mentally Retarded. Later this society
with the help of NFBU, a Norwegian organisa-
tion established BIMR. NFB3U funds a large part
of the yearly budget of this institution. Shaheen

has been with BIMR for about 10 years. During

his time here his teachers and instructors
have given him extensive training and support

_for him to be the well-abjusted individual that

he is loday. One of his teachers tells me that
he still has some trouble remembering certain

lives. i ., things and sometimes
' Shaheen Rasul is does not understand
such a n. lic is the importance or
what is called a bor- immediacy of a cer-

der-line case. That is [
although his 1Q is lcss |
than 70, which makcs
him fal under the
category of the men- |
tally retarded, he is
more ; normal than |
many of the others in
BIMR (Bangladesh |
Institute for the §
Mentally Retarded). ¥
He tells me that he is |
around eightecn years |
old. At present, he is |
a peon al the office of §
BIMR in Eskaton. His |
job includes running §
errands such as paly-
ing electricity bills,
dra ‘moncy [rom
the bank, posting lct-
ters, photocopying
ments ete,

signs of abnormality
in his appearance,
speech or manncrism.

smile, he lgoks
talks like any normal teenager.

"So what is the problem?” | have to ask,

sce,” he says, "l can't remember things.

That's why | couldn't continue my studies. |
rcad a page and the next instarnt | can't re-
member a single
bad temper and | can't stand it when people
accuse me of things | haven't done”.

"When did your parents realize you had this
problem of not remembering things?" | ask

again. His is surprisingly ltru.lfht for-
ward. Says Shaheen quite matter-of-factly,

‘when | kept on failing my exams in school my

father realized that there was something

wrong with me. It was at that time that he
Education Classcs beihg
held at the Guide House and Will's Little

he about

Flower School where | was enrolled”. It may-be
' these Special Education
clasats ‘are held in ‘with the objective

Shaheen Rasul : A borderline case.

word on it. Also | have a very

tain task. Bul on the
whole Shaheen is very
hardworking and effi-
cient,

Shaheen comes
from a middle-class
[amily . His father is a
librarian of Films and
Publications
Department. One of
his sisters i{s a student
of Rajshahi University
and another goes to
Tcjgaon College. In
his spare time
Shahcen likes to lis-
ten to music, read
magazines such as
| 'Shanonda’ and
441 'Ananda’ and watch

i Hindi movies. His
{ flavourite film star, he
says, is Madhuri DixitL.
BBut his most pleasur-
able past-time is tak-
ing a rickshaw to
wander around the
city. Says Shaheen, "1
don't like staying at
home much. 1 love
going out and roaming
about. 1 know every
corner of Dhaka city.”

"But don't you have any friends?” | prod
on. This is followed by a long pause after which
he replies with a definite, "No". He then adds
defensively with a smile, "Il | have {riends I'll
just waste moncy and in any case | give my
carnings to my father.” The intcrvicw ends at
this point for Shaheen has another errand to
run/ It is sad that there are many of us who
cringe at the sight of mentally handicapped
people as if they were beings [rom another
planet. Perhaps their realitics are a little
different from ours — we the 'normal’, the
'sane’, we who kill each other at the slightest

_ tion, blow up buildings and burn cars
'in protest’. Perhaps, after all, | think to
mysell, their 'abnormality’ is less destructive
than our 'normalcy’. For Shaheen being normal
is quite simple. He is not ambitious and E:T:
happy to be a peon for it means more

anything, being useful.
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A rural Developm;nt Organization run by women, for women, seeks female
candidate for the following posts. Application accompanied with detailed bio-data to
. be mailed to G.P.O. Box No. 2128 latest by November 12, 1991.

Job Description o

lification

Post | No
I
.Oﬂlur

Periodic field visits to assess planning
needs, implementation strategy,
prepare reports and proposals,
Liase with Go and NGO.

Degree M. 8. 8.
(pre-Eco or Socio)

fluency in written and

I spoken English must.

Remarks: Personsnotfluentin English should not apply. Salary tobe fixed upon discussion.
Due to the nature of work and women committed to work for change, would be

given preference over experience.
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Bi.DL (s-A) brought out a mourning procession in the ci ty Thursday.

—Star photo

Save the Children
(USA) President
in city

James J Bausch, President
of Save the Children (USA) ar-
rived in Dhaka on Thursday for
a short visit, says a Press re-
} lease. ;

SC (USA) is working in 41
countries around the world
including h to help
children through helping their
families and the communities
to help themselves.

Bausch, however, is no
stranger to Dhaka. He had vis-
ited Bangladesh as President of

" SC (USA) in 1989 and had un-
dertaken trips in the remote
arcas of  country for a first
hand knowledge of the work-
ings of SC (USA] in’
Bangladesh. Earlier, he had
scrved as a Peace Corps
Volunteer in Comilla for three

I years from 1962-64.

- 437 works to be on display in

- Asta art festival from today

A month-long 5th bicnnial
Asian Art Exhibition bcgins
simultaneously at the art
gallery of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy and
Osmani Smriti Auditorium
Gallery today (Friday), Minister
of State for Cultural Affairs,
Prof Jahanara Begum said in
Dhaka Thursday, reports BSS.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at Shilpakala Academy
here in the morning, Prof
Jahanara sald that Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
will inaugurate the exhibition
at Osmani Smriti Auditorfum at
1030 am. :

This ycar, in all 13 coun-
trics — Chinh, Japan, Ncpal,
Pakistan, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Saudi Arabia’ Soviet

Union, Philippines, Indoncsia,
sMalaysia, Russian Federation,
and host Bangladesh will par-
ticipage in the exhibition.

Besides, France and the
Netherlands will participate in
the exhibition as obscrvers.

A total of 439 art works of
271 artists will be put up at
the art galleries of Shilpakala
Academy and Osmani Smriti
Auditorium for display. The
galleries will remain open

from 2 pm to 7.00 pm every-
day for the public.

Of the 439 art works, 159
were done by 129 artists from
the host Bangladesh.

Side by side with the exhi-
bition, a iwo-day seminar on "a
critical appreciatiop ol Asian

art in relation to world art”
will be held tomorrow
(Saturday) and Sunday.

Besides, artists and art-
connoisseurs of the country 23
distinguished guests [rom
abroad will participate in the
discussion.

Three prizes of Taka
50,000 each will be awarded
for the three best art works.

Replying to a question, Prof
Jahanara Begum said that the
present government was in-
terested in the promotion of
art and culture in the country.

Regarding a question on
selting up an Asian Arl
Institute in Bangladesh, the
Stale Minister said the gov-
ernment was contemplating to
scl up such an institution.

She said Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia had already
approved the ideca of sctting up
an art gallery in the country.

Additional Secretary in-
charge of the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs, Islamuddin
Malik, Director General of
Bangladesh  Shilpakala
Academy, Kamal Lohani, and
Director Fine Arts of
Shilpakala Academy, Sycd
Jahangir were present at the
press conference and replied
to dilferent questions from the
journalists.

Mcmbers of the Jury Board
and participant artists from
home and abroad were also

present at the press confer-
cnce.

Seminar on |
Dhaka

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent
The Asiatic Socicty of

Bnr?hdcah is going to hold the
publication ccremony of its
latest publication Dhaka: Past,
Present and Future at 9 am
tomorrow (Saturday) ih its au-
ditorium. 7

A one- day Scminar will be
held on “Urban Research
Application™ sponsored jointly
by the Asiatic Socicty; the
Centre for Urban Studies,
Dhaka university: Centre for
Dhaka Studies (Dhaka Nagar
Jadughar) and Faculty of

Architecture and Planning,
BUET. 2

Mirza Abbas, MP Mayor,
Dhaka Cjty Corporation will
gracc the occasion as the chief

gucst

Professor M Shamsul Hugq,
Chairman, University Grants
Commission will be the special
guest. To mark the publication
ceremony of Dhaka: Past,

will be sold at special discount
to the general public from the
office of the socicty.

Youth Day to be observed today

80 lakh educated youths

unemployed

State Minister for Youth and
Sports, Sadcque Hossain said
in Dhaka concerted cllorts ol
the people of all walks of life
werce needed to turn the vast
youth force into human re-
sources, reports BSS.

' Addressing a press conler-
‘ence here Thursday on the eve
of the National Youth Day, the
State Minister underlined the
need for governmental and
non-governmental initiatives
for implementation of the
youth development pro-
gramme.

"The problems of the youth
force are immense, the gov-
ernment alone can not solve
these”, he said adding that po-
litical commitment and social
movement were essential for

this.

Sadeque Hossain said aboul

one-third of the total 11 crore
_EZPul,uliun WHS ynuLh and 1.47

crorec of them were unem-
ployed. The number of edu-
cated unempl youth is 70
lakh to 80 lakh, he said.

The Stale Minister said
framing of a national-level
long-term master plan was
needed for the massive devel-
opment of the youth
the country. The plan should
be aimed at incorporating ev-
ery youth from the remote vil-
lage to the urban area for the
flourishment of their latent
talent and skill, he said.

Sadeque llossain said
Shahee President Ziaur
Rahman had established a sep-
aratc ministry for solving dil-
ferent problems of the youth
force and implementing youth
development programmes.

The government of Shahecd
Zia had earmarked a sum of
Taka 125 crore in the Second
Five Ycar Plan for the youth
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development programmes, he
said regretting that the alloca-
tion had been slashed down to
Taka 17 crore later on.

The State Minister said in
the Fourth Five Year Plan Taka
30 crore had been sanctioned

for youth development pro-
grammes,

Sadeque Hossain said the
national Youth Day will be ob-
served today (Friday) in the
country in a befitting manner.
The objective of the day is to
imbue the youth force for en-

activil he said.

them in nation-buillding I
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In Memorium_

Late Abdul Aziz Khe
November 1, 1890-April 26, 1972

T 10158 Sk mnomsare
101st : '
of Lale Khan Saheb Abdul
Aziz Khan of Pabna, the
many social and humanitar-
ian scrvices he rendered to
the people of Pabna,

Let his examples’
be a beacon light for those
he left behind to follow and
emulate.

May his soul rest in
eternal peace. -

Ahmed Raihan Khan
Taneem Aziz Khan
" on behalf of his family.

ANNOUNCEMENT

From today, The
Daily Star is pleased
to introduce this new
column where indi-
viduals and organisa-
tions can insert,
at nominal charges,
Birthday Greetings,
Anniversaries, Con-
| gratulatory Messages,

Get-Well/Good-Luck
Wishes, In Memo-
rium, efc.

For bookings/de-
tails, please contact :

Advertisement

[ GR

Date : Thursday 7th
November, 1991.
Venue : Sonargaon Hotel,
Grand Ballroom.
Time : 7PM.

COME FORWARD IN HELP OF THE NEEDY
INNERWHEEL CLUB OF

DHAKA NORTH PRESENTS —
THE FAMOUS SINGER OF THE SUB-CONTINENT

ALAMGIR

Ticket : Tk. 500.00 (Five hundred)

In the scminar Prol Nazrul A confercnce of all religions will be held at the Ahmedia

- —d :]llﬂm- h De PJI'“'“'-'":"- ﬂ'[ Muslim Jamaat Auditorfum in Bakshibazar today (Friday) be- Altraclive Raffle Draw
= cography. niversity o ginning at 3:30 pm. Members of the Muslim, lindu, Christian
ﬂm nh“klid;'fﬂff';_ﬂf lﬁh“ *:_ and Buddhist communitics will participatc in the confercnee Prizes on Admission Ticket
<] l & ' ICF' ”l w Imamuddin, acuity o organised by the Majlts Khoddamul Ahmedia. K » r ticket
( Architecture and Planning. j L m'siw Dhaka return air bicke

Seminar on housing

BUET: Dr Shahida Rahman 2. Dhaka-Kathmondu-Dhaka return air ticket

Imam, Department of A seminar on "housing problems and solutions: Bangladesh

and other altractive prizes

hitecture, BUET: Dr Sharif context’ will be held today (Friday) at the seminar room of t_
(oI m m wweTe| | :I:dln Ahmed., and Professor Technical Teachers' Training College, Tejgaon at 9am under | Msnnumruumm.‘“wm Film Fair Video,
Muntassir Mamoon. the joint auspices of the Rescarch Cell of the Institute of | Video Connection (Sobhanbagh
S o — Department of History, |, Diploma Enginecers, Bangladesh, Diploma Enginecrs il Lo-Bamba (Dhanmondl) | Dhanmondl) '
(] Q - University of Dhaka: Professor Association and the lousing and Bclllt:mr:nl_ Directorate. Stardust Kintuiky
s AN Ao 2 @ﬂfiﬂ Amirul Islam Chowdhuyy, l)nlg Resistance Commuittee Il Dhoka Ciut : Bakery
[ ] ¥ ¥ |

Department of Ecanomics and
Dr Raithan Sharif, Department
of Geography, Jahangirnagar
University will present papers.

' Friday

Morning Session

Bangladesh Drugs Resistance Commitice has organiscd a
discussion meeting on “youths and drug addiction” in obser-
vance ol “"World Youth Day” today (Friday) at 5 pm at its office.

AL membership drive

Awami League Chicl and Leadcr of the Opposition in
Parltament Sheikh Hasina will launch the month-long new
membership drive by the AL City Unit at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban in Dhanmondi today (Friday) at 4pm.

Mymensingh Zila Samity

A discussion meeting of the execulive committee of
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Sylhet Chamber of Commerce and Industry invites
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