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NICOSIA, Oct 30: The

Madrid peace conlference
lends hope to the dream of
state cherished by the

Palestinians but also evokes
nightmares that it will seal
their fate forever under lsraeh
control.

Given US and lsraell objec-
tions, an independent
Palestinian state is a “pipe
dream” at the moment, a

the diplomat commented.
Alter having lost

Liberation Organization (PLO)
decided it had no choice but to
authorize Palestinians to at-
tend the peace talks.
Delegates to the Palestine
National Council (PNC) iIn
last month reluctantly
accepled the idea ol
Palestinian participation in the
conference, but may
least some talks
could lead to a state.
‘It may be the path to our
" sald Sulafa Hijawai, a
NC delegate from Tunis,
adding that she now had more
trust in “it's a na-
tional goal. We cannot stop

trying to establish our inde- . they get a separate h

| M adrid conferees urged to
curb human rights abuses

Jpendence.” —
Bush denounces
attacks on
Israelis

MADRID, Oct 30 UsS
President George Bush on

Tuesday denounced attacks on
Israclis saying they underlined
a need for the Middle East
peace conference to succeed,
reports Reuter.

Bush referred to a series of
attacks in recent days that ap-
peared aimed at disrupting the
Arab-lsraeli conference that
begins in Madrid on

He told reporters alfter
meeting Spanish Prime
Minister Felipe Gonzalez that
he had nothing but total con-
demnation of the kind of vio-
lence we've seen and if they
were designed to disrupl the
conicrence let’'s hope they fail.

“These terrorists acts of
violence are one more reason
I'd like to see this conlference
succeed so will not re-
sort to the vioclence in the fu-
ture that they have resorted to
in the past”, Bush said.

Bush reaffirms
US commitments
to Israel

MADRID, Oct 30 : President
George Bush recaflirmed US
commilments to Isracli secu-
rity Friday as he met with
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir
in the first of a series of talks
with delegates to the Mideast
peace conference, reports AP.

US Secretary of State James
A. Baker who attended the
carly-morning meeting at the
US embassy, said Bush's com-
milment to Shamir was
" and absolute.”

1 the government of
Isracl is here.... in good faith
secking peace.” said Baker.
“And of course, if we're going
to get to peace, it's going to
require compromises on the
part of all".

Baker said he did not doubt
that the commitment to Israel
is real,

"They wouldn't be here if it
wasn't,” he said. "The decision-
maker in Israel is here, the
Prime Minister himself." Only
a few days before the talks,
Shamir had replaced Foreign
Minister David Levy as head of
the Isracli delegation.

Baker described the Bush-
Shamir session as a "full and
friendly meeting.”

Palestinians
stage pro-peace
demonstration

in Gaza

JERUSALEM, Oct 30 :
Some 3,000 Palestinians, many
of them carrying olive
branches, staged a pro-peace
demonstration in the Israeli-
occupied Gaza Strip on
Tuesday to mark their support
for an Arab-lsraeli conference
sel to open today in Madrid,
military sources said, reports
AFP

They said that several
demonstrators handed soldiers
olive branches.
 Other Palestinians from the
Islamic Resistance Hamas
Movement staged a counter-
demonstration and burned
Isracli flags, the sources said.

They said the army did not

. intervene. '

i

But Habash of the
Popular Frent for the
Liberation of Palestine, who
was among the minority at
what amounted to a PLO par-
llamentary session in exile,
warned that a conference
would “liquidate” the
Palestinian cause.

Anan Amerl, a PNC delegale
and President of the
Washinglon bascd Palestinian
AlID Socicty, sald she fearced
evenls were moving toward
Palestinian sclf-rule with ad-

A \News

ministrative aulonomy as Lhe
final solution.

isracl would retain per-
manent control over the use of
water and delence matters and
could even vontinue Jewish
seitiements in the occupied -
West Bank and Gaza strip,
Ameri said,

Analysis

Even among PLO members
who have backed the peace
conlerence, there is fear that
the Arab stales will cut a sepa-
rate deal with lsrael and aban-
don the Palcstinian cause,

Arab ministers meeting in
Syria this week are 0 secure
an agreement (hat the pcace

WEST BANK— A homeless Palestinian family on its way to a new settlement here. Will

omeland to live in?

WASHINGTON, Oct 30:
Human rights abuses are rile
by all parties in the Middle
East and should not be over-
looked by the peace confer-
ence in Madrid, a US based

Wednesday, reports AP,

Middle East Watch released
a 23-page report cataloguing
torture and other alleged vio-
lations by Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, Syria, Palestinian
leaders and Egypt.

The group said the MAdrid
conference would only hurt
the ts for lasting peace
in the Middle East if it ignores
human rights violations.

The world community now
accepts a clear linkage be-
tween human rights and inter-
national security and “the
Middle East should not be al-
lowed to become an excep-
tion,” said the privately-
funded, nonpartisan organisa-
ton.

The benclits of peace, it
said, "must include the basic

freedoms of expression and as-
socialion, freedom, lmom arbi-
trary arrest and lortlure, re-
spect for the rule of law, an
end to discrimination between
ethnic and religious groups
and the ability of citizens freely
to choose and change their
government.

"Egypt may be al peace with
Isracl,” the report and, but the
1979 Camp David Treaty “has
done little to improve its do-
mestic human rights record.”

Middle East Walch accused
Egypt of arbitrary mass arrests
and use of torture "with appar-
ent impunity.”

Israel "has violated huiman
rights on a widespread and
systemalic basis, particularly
since December 1987, when
Palestinians launched the in-
tifada uprising nst occupa-
tion in the West and Gaza

Strip, the group asserted.

Middle East Watch said it

deplored faiflure of Palestinian

leaders within the occupicd
terrilories and Lhe Palestine

Liberation ﬂrr%nnlnaunn lo re-
pudiate acts of violence
unarmed Isracl civilans and
suspecied Palestinian “colla-
borators™ with Israel.

Jordan has made progress
curbing rights abuscs, the re-
port said, but "allegations of
torture continue to be re-
ported.”

Syria "in spite of recent
gestures toward liberalisa-
tion..... remains one of the
worst offcnders in the region,”
Middle East Watch said.

It accused Syria of killing
at least 10,000 citizens over

the past 21 years, resorting to |

tocture and mass detention
without trial on both its terri-
tory and occupied parts of
Lebanon and “kidnapping and
assassination to silence critics
abroad.”

Middle East Watch is aflii-
ated with Helsinki Watch and
other organisations that seek
lo promolc the basic rights set
forth in the 1975 Helsinki ac-
cord on East-West cooperation.

I'm not ready to sit opposite
PLO representative : Shamir

MADRID, Oct 30 : Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir met here Tucsday
with Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev for the
first time, following the

restoration of diplomatic
ties less than two weeks

ago. rcporis AFP.

He also raised an objection to

Palestinian dclegate to the
_Middle East pcace confer-

ence, which opens
Wednesday.

Shamir invited Gorbachev to
visit Israel, said a Soviet
presidential spokesman,

who described their meet-
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ALEM: The cover of the last number of Jewish

Settler's monthly magazine "Nekuda” before the Madrid
peace conference showing Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir being chased by US President Bush. Syrian
President Assad, King Hussein of Jordan and Palestinian

leader Faisal Husseini.

— AFP/UNB photo

ing as "historic.” He said no
date had yet been set for
the visit.

Gorbachev expressed his
‘outrage about the terrorist
attack yesterday,” the
spokesman said, referring
to Monday's attack on a bus
in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank in which two Israelis
were killed.

The lIsraeli Prime Minister
told journalists that the two
men had had a "good dis-
cussion” and cxchanged
views in their first-ever en-
counler. The two countries
re-established diplomatic
relations on October 18,

"He gave a picture of the situa-
tion, in the Soviet Union
and showed great interest
in relations between Israel
and the Soviet Union,” said
Shamir.

had demanded the

restoration of ties — which

were broken off in protest
at Israel's seizure of Arab
lands Iin the 1967 Middle

East war — as a condition

for Soviet participation in

the Madrid conference.

‘Rurning to the conference,
Shamir told journalists he
did nol want to sit opposite
the delegate Saeb Oreykat,
who said last Thursday that
his delegation represented
the Palestine Liberation
Organisation.

"l have not settled all the de-
tails but it's a problem. |
will discuss it this evening
with (US Sccretary of State
Jamws) Baker,” he said.

Isracl has ruled out any role in
the conference for the PLO,
which it terms a terrorist

organisation.

Speaking in Hebrew, Shamir
also insisted his country
would hold on to Eretz
Israecl, a term used for
Isracl within its pre-1967
borders as well as the occu-
pled territories.

Focus on ME talks

Madrid to be yet another Camp Da

conference must yield” a com-
sive: solution rather
than separate accords with

Israel.”

PLO olflicial Yasser Abed
Rabbo sasd.

Palestinians have bitter

memorics of the 1978 U.S-
brokered Camp David ac-
cords, which led to a scparaie
Egypuan-lsrac peace treaty a
year later but fafled to per-
suade Isracll te recongnize
Palestinian claims for state-

opltimistic
Palcstinians believe the Sovict
Union and even (he United
Stales as conference spon-

component of the joint

Homeless
Palestinians :

a flashback

NICOSIA, Oct 30 : Here are |
some [acts and figures about
the Palestinians, who will be
represented at the Madrid |
peace conlference in a joint
Jordanian-Palestinian delega-
tion, reports AP.

THE PEOPLE — There are |
more than 6.5 million
Palestinians, both Muslim and
Christian. About 800,000 live
in Israel and have been

granied citizenship. Some 1.7
million live in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Some 700,000 Palestinians
fled or were driven out in
1948 when Israel

in 1967. Now there are more
than 3 million refugees, in-
creasing pressure on host
countrics and the UN agency
sct up to assist them. Jordan,

with some 1.5 million
Palestinians, has been espe-
cially hard-pressed to absorb
some 250,000 more forced out
of Kuwait by the Gulf crisis.

THE LAND — Palestine un-
der the British mandate incor-
poraled what is now Israel, the
West Bank and Gaza. The UN
General Assembly voted in
1947 to partition Palestine
into a Jewish state on 56 per
cent of the Arab stale on the
rest. Jerusalem was to be in-
ternationalized. The Arabs re-
jected that and fighting
erupted. By mid-1948, Israel
controlled the northern
Galilee and the southern

Negev.

Jerusalem was divided
between Israel and Jordan.
Isracl captured east Jerusalem
and the West Bank from
Jordan in 1967 and Gaza [rom
Egypt. The two territories
cover 2,410 square miles
(6.242 square kilometers).

RECENT HISTORY
Palestinians have been strug- |
E:ng for an independent

meland since Israel was
founded in 1948. They initially
sought the return of all the
land of mandate Palestine, but
moderates now accept a state
in the West Bank and Gaza.

The Palestinians' guerilla l
war began in earnest after the
1967 was war as Yasser Aralat
took over leadership of the
PLO. A decade of international
terrorism followed.

In 1979, Egypt signed a
scparalte peace treaty with
Israel in for the Sinai
desert, undermining the
Palestinian cause.

Then Israel's 1982 invasion
of Lebanon forced the PLO out
of Beirut and Syrian-backed
Palestinian dissidents drove
Arafat out of north Lebanon in
1983,

Frustrated Palestinians in
the occupied territories
launched an wuprising in
December 1987.

Arafat in 1988 renounced
terrorism and convinced the
Palestinians’ Parliament-in-ex-
fle to recognize Israel, but
Israel rcluses to deal with him,
His backing of Iraq in the Gulf
war serfously undercut his
support and he was cut out of
the US-sponsored peace

. process.
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Jordanian — Palestinian dele-
are from East Jerusalem
he replied. “If true, #t sounds
like a plausible way of getiing
round Isracli objections
But the key to any success
for the Palestinians and for the

peace process as a whole de-
pends on the Israchs and what

fall-back positions they will ac- |

cept, he ar )

That will be the arbiter of
how far we get — i we get
anywhere.” the diplomat ob
served. “It's up to them o de-
cide. People can’t push them.”

T&l A
AvivORA

]

F 4

GazaStrip

C

Bee%heba

A

s

i IJ,.-"
a 2L

est Bank

Q /LY
i Jerusalem
(/7 /2478

7 d
4

1d? Don’t derail ME
confce,

Arafat

asks extremists

TUNIS, Oect 30: PLO Chair-
man Yasser Arafat warned
Tuesday that extremist fac-
tions Lhreaten to derafl the
Middile East peace conference
and urged Palestinians to sup-
port Ltheir joint delegation with
Jordan, AP.

The PLO leader told
German Iclevision in an inter-
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view that he did not com-
pletely control Palcstintan

had ad-

lo Palestinians living in Z
Isracli-occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

The address was played on
a videotape at East Jerusalem's
Al-Hakawat! thecatre.

“This delegation represents
all children, women and men
in the intertor and exterfor of
the lerritories,”

the Palestinian people and
their cause for decades,” Arafat
sadd

The address was an implicit
call for Palestinians to spurn
exiremist [actions rejecting-
the talks.

mecting in Tchran, Iran by the

so-called Conference for the
Suppert eof the Islamic
Revolution in Palestine that set

Octaber 30 T et

Rocket fired at
US embassy
in Beirut
BEIRUT, Oct 30 : A rocket

hit the wall of the US embassy
compound in Befrut on
Tuesday, the eve of the Arab-

There was no immed
claim of respo . But
Voice of Lebanon said the b
was probably e
pro-lranian Shiite Muslim fun-
damcnlalists bent on sabotag-
ing the Madrid peace talks.

US using its clout to keep

ME talks on track

MADRID, Oct 30 : By over-
passing Isracli objections and
giving the Paleslinfans cqual
speaking time at the Madrid
peace conlference, the United
States has demonstrated how
it can usc its cloul Lo keep the
talks on track, reports AP.

The Israelis insisted that
since the Palestinians arc part
of the Jordanian declegation,

| they should share the 45 min-

utes of speech allotted to each
parly at Thursday's scssion.
The Palcstinians wanted 45

minuies to themselves.
The result: despite Isracli
dissuade

cfforts o

the

il ' .........

THE SHUTTLE DIPLOMAT: At lon

.r.- T TSR

Amcricans from backing the
Arab demand, the schedule
thal was announced Monday
cvening gave the Palestinians’ |
eir 45 minutes.

IL was the latest In a series
of diplomatic slaps the Uniied
States has dcelivered o Isracl
in recent weeks, starting with
President Bush's refusal o ex-
pedite loan guarantees for the
absorption of Soviet immi-
grants.

But where Palestinian par-
ticipation in the conference
was concerned, the Israclis
had mostly gotten things their
own way no Palestine

last, an all-party

Middle East conference is in progress in Madrid, thanks to
untiring efforts of US Secretary of State James Baker.
Baker is seen taking a break from hectic diplomacy at a

Turkish bath in Damascus.

Liberation Organization,
Jerusalem residents, no sepa-
rate Palestinian de

The Israclis are anxious to
submerge the Palestinians
within the Jordanian delega-
tion and rebufl their claim to
statehood. So while the issue
of spcaking time might like an
obscure procedural issue, both
sides saw il as a matter of
principle.

Equal time, argued Zalman
Shoval, the Israeli ambassador
to Washington, would imply
that the Palestinians are "a
scparate national entity.”

The Palestinians are anxious
to project Lthemsclves not an
adjunct of the Jordanian king-
dom but as a nation.

“The Israclis will object to
anything. But | think that they

" should understand that there*

is a basis of equality here,” said/
Hanan Ashrawi, a Palestinian
spokeswoman.

Shoval hurried off to confer
with US diplomats, and re-
turned to his hotel saying the "
issue was not yet settled.
Shortly afterward, the sched-
ule was posted and the
Palestinians savored a viclory.

The Israclis did not r-
mally concede defeat, but their
shrugs suggcesied they were
not going to lct the issue tor-
pcdo the talks.

The  conference brings
Israclis and Palestinians to-
gether as formal negotiators
for the first time, but the at-
mosphere  between them
Monday was one of suspicion —
a war ol words and one-up-
manship fought from hotel
doorstcps and jes.

Tempers healed aflter word
reac Madrid that
had attacked a bus of
Jewish setlllers in the eccu-
pied West Bank, killing two
peoplec and wounding six, in-
cluding five children.

Isracli spokesmen quickly
blamed their archenemy, the
PLO, as well as Mrs. Ashrawi,
claiming she had fssued calls
to escalate the violence in her
native West Bank.

"It certal harms the at-
mosphecre and it raises some
'ﬂ.‘& scrious question marks
with regard to their genuinc
attitude toward this whele

, process,” said Shoval.



