Palestinians grab
diplomatic victory

MADRID, ©Oet 29
Palestinian arrived
o a 's welcome

from enthusiastic supporters
and won a strategic victory be-

reports AP.
Ne Palestine Liberation

Organisation offictal met the
cs, with the
S S

:ﬁ movemenl be excluded
Lalks.

But cheert supporiers
who greeted dclegatces
with Palestinian flags and signs
proclaiming pro-Palestinian
slogans said they oblained
them from the PLO mission in
Madrid.

A convoy of Mercedes
limousines and a tourist bus
drove to the Victoria Hotel in
downtown Madrid. Out [reat,
the crowd began clapping,

and shouting, "Long
Live Palestine.”

The delegates :mrﬂ
waving olive branches they
been handed in Amman,

of policemen and anti-terrorist

DUBAL, t 29 : The Arab
world, and the Gulf stalcs in
particular, have welcomed the
news of a Middle East peace
conference Iin Madrid on
Oclober 30 with guarded op-
timism. While the mood is far
from euphoric, United States

ol State James Baker
1 Pped ah. Wrieg achicwed
a breakthrough.
Butl the huge effort of get-
ting Arabs and Israclis to the
negotiating table will pale in
comparison o the task of get-
ting them to reach a compre-
hensive peace ment. The
main problem is thal both
sides (and probably factions
within ¢ach side] have very
different ideas about why they
are in Madrid.

From the Arab perspective,

WASHINGTON, Oct :
President George Bush,
preparing to open Middle East
peace talks in Madrid, said on
Monday thal peaice would not
come easily and cautioned
Americans not to get their
hopes too high.

“We have a long way to go
before we have the makings of
— or have an agreement for —
peace in thalt troubled corner
of the world,” said Bush who
was lo leave on Monday night
for an overnight flight to the
Spanish ca :

"l don't want to get peoples
hopes too high,” Bush ntrdﬂl:l
during a White House meeting
with business executives.

He was to make a brief ap-

on Wednesday at the
opening of the Israeli Arab
peace conference cosponsored
by the- United Sates and the
Soviet Union

He is scheduled to spend
about an hour at Madri's Royal
Place, the conference site
where he will give a speech
that officials said would exhort
Israel, its Arab neighbours and
Palestintans to take advantage
of the talks to reach a com-
prehensive peace.

Joining Bush at the conlfer-
ence will be Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev, they were

to hold rivate talks on
Tuesday, the day before the
conference.

Although Bush played down

he potential for rapid

at the peace talks he

no doubt that he believed

getting the parties together

was worth the effort.

“These are important meet-

ing. It's worth it', he said.

Mikhail Gorbachev "ean only
n" from sponsoring the
East peace talks, but
lough questions Tuesday
from US*President Bush on
economic and nuclear chaos at
home, his aides say .
Gorbachev, who won the
1990 Nobel peace Prize for
end the Cold War, may
enhance his global prestige by
co-sponsoring Lhe Madrid

faces

But whatever prestige he
gains can do little to stave ofl
rising challenges to his domes-
tic authority from Russian
Federation President Boris N,
Yeltsin and other republic
leaders.

And Bush, meeting with
Guhnhm - for the first time

August 18-21 cou
y. is lo
hm A hﬂpnclad quiz
nuclear arsenal and requests

Don't get your h
high, Bush tells

security officials.

As Palestinian activists
Faisal llusseini and Hanan
Ashraw! stepped out al their
limousine, a Palestinian glri
presented Ms. Ashrawi with a
bouquel of white flowers and
reccived a kiss on each cheek.

The Amertcan, Spanish and
Soviet organisers of the con-

feremee announced the

Palestintan delegation would
be granted a full-length open-
ing speech Thursday, overrid
ing lsrachi protests.

The 45 minutes would be in
addition 0 45 minutes granted
o the Jordantans, who arc al-
tending jointly with the
Palestinians. Israel and the
other national delegations also
will reccive 45 minules.

In the rebuttal Friday, the
joint dclegation will be given
30 minutes, again in two scg-
ments, while Israel was
granted hall the time,

Isracli officials vainly tried
to persuade the organisers nol
to give the head of the
Palestiniap delegation cqual
time. To do so would be an ex-
plicit recognition of the
Paleslinians as a scparale en-

tity, they argued.

the conference should be about
sclf-determination for the
Palestinians and the returmm of
Arab lands which have been
oocupied by Israel since the
1967 war with Egypt. Jordan
and Syria : the West Bank, Gaza
Strip and Golan Heights.

Arab and US representa-
tives cite two United Nations
resolutions — one passed alter
the 1967 war, Lthe other aller
the Yom Kippur War of 1973 —
which call on Israel to retum
lands it has occupied since the
wars. [ those conditions are
met, it is believed the Arabs
will be willing to recognise
Isracl and its 1967 borders.
Indeed, the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
has been saying so explicitly
since 1988.

® Arabs resist UN plan for two
states in Palestine

® Israel created by force 1848,
Arab-lsraeli wars 1956,1967,
1973 follow

ME partners

The Isracli position (s
starkly different. lsraelis, led
by Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir, maintain they have al-
ready fulfilled their obligations
under the UN resolutions by
returmning the Sinai Peninsula
to Egypt lollowing the Camp
David accord of 1979. Shamir
and other Israell hardliners
claim that remaining occupied
lermilorics are an integral part
ol the biblical greater Israel.

Onc part of the Camp David
deal which has never been
upheld by the Israclis calls for
a five-year transition to sclf-
rule for Palestinians. That re-
mains an integral part ol Arab
demands. \

Alter Baker and his Soviet
counterpart Boris Pankin an-
nounced Lhe conference in

for Western economic .

The positive side for
Gorbachev is that, unlike Bush
or the Arab and Isracli leaders
gathering in Madrid, the
Sovict leader has invested lit-
tle political capital in the
meeting.

"He can only gain,” said Igor
Malashenko, a deputy Kremlin
spokesman.

Gorbachev's mecting with
Bush and his joint sponsorship
ol the Madrid talks underscore
his role as a world leader, said

chiefl Kremlin spokesman
Andrei Grachev.

The session "will provide
the world powers with a
chance to look at world prob-
lems,” Grachev told Western
reporiers.

But, he.acknowledged, “it is

- gcertain thal the situation back

in the Soviet Union will be of

interest to President Bush.”
. Ukrainian offlicials say they

opes

Americans

do mnot plan to use Lhe
weapons, bul want o ensure
that they are destroyed in the
Ukraine and not transferred to
Yeltsin's Russian Federation.

Bush has said he will try to
focus his working lunch
Tuesday with Gorbachev on the
Middle East, but that the talks
are "open-ended.”

Soviet oflicials expect the
two leaders to discuss
Gorbachev's request for
Weslern help to feed the
Soviet people and repay the
dlrs 67 billion debt.

US oflicials had planned to
offer Gorbachev further credits
to buy American grain.
However, they posiponed the
gesture because the Ukraine
had refused to join Gorbachev,
Yeltsin and the heads of seven
other Soviet republics in sign-
ing a pact this month forming
an cconomic union.

The plight of the Palestinians

¥ When UN voted to

1947 there were 1-2m. Palestinians and 0-8m. Jews

Western Palestine in

A4

~ seftiements dsmantied
@ Egypt restores relations
®Palestinians 10 get autonomy n

from Mohammed Aslam

Jerusalem, the final sticking
poini was overcome when tLhe
Israeli cabinet endorscd
Shamir's decision that lsrael
would participate.

There had been fears that a
right-wing rcbellion by hard-
line members of lsracl's ruling
Likud Party could lead to a
collapsc of the Shamir gov-
ernment, scuttling the whole
process so painstakingly pul
togcther by Baker during eight
swings through the Middle
East in as many months.

Arab enthusiasm about the
confcrence is tempered by a
iingering distrust of Isracll in-
tentions. Arabs have not forgot-
ten the f(ailed effort to make
peace at a similar confercnce
in Geneva in 1973, an initiative

US to support
Israeli edge over

enemy : Cheney

WASHINGTON, Oct 29 : US
Delence Secretary Dick
Cheney on Monday night
pledged that Washington
would continue to

potential
Reuter.

The statement in a speech
to a national Jewish group
came as Israeli and Arab rep-
resentatives prepared to open
a Middle East peace confer-
ence in Madrid on W :

Rest assured that the
United States will continue to
support Israel's qualitative
military edge over all pessible
enemies and we remain
committed to ensuring Israel’s
security in the years ahead
Cheney said in remarks pre-
pared for delivery to a meeting
of the Jewish Institute for
National Security Affairs.

He was presented with the
groups Annual Henry M
Jackson Award, named after
the late US Senator [rom
Washington state and strong
supporter of Israel.

Cheney, who will hold talks
al the Pentagon on Tuesday
with visiting Egyptianh Defence
Minister Mohammad Tantawi,
stressed the long and close
relationship between the
United States and Israel. He
noted that the Pentagon sent
Patriol anti-aircraft missiles to
Israel during the Gulf war to
shoot down attacking Iraqi
Scud missiles,

A dispute over
- speech

MADRID (Spain), Oct 29 : A
dispute®over a s the first
sang to hit the Arab-lsraeli
pecace talks in Madrid, is a
foretaste of what is sure to be a
tough and central issue — the
future of the Palestinians, re-
ports AP.

Even before the official del-
cgations had reached Madrid,
Isracl was objecting to giving
the Palestinians equal s
time the Israclis
the other Arab delegations who
will meet in the Madrid.

enemy, reports

Israel sees it as raising the

prominence of the Palestinians
— some Jerusalem has
fiercely .resisted from the out-
sct of this US-mediated pro-
cess. -
"This would connote as if
they were a separate national
entity,” the Isracli ambassador
to W Zalman Shoval,
said Monday as he headed to
talks with US diplomats hop-
ing to resolve the issue.

The Israclis have shown
concern in the weeks leading
up lo Madrid conference that
the United Siates, their long-
time ally and financial backer,
is coming down harder on
them than on the Arabs to get
the talks off the ground.

- @ After Gulf War, US brokers
Arab-israeli peace conference

meeting

@ Israel, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon,
Egypt and Palestinian

Oct 30 at US-Soviet sponsored

® PLO agrees 10 stay on sidelines

which was also sponsored by
the US and Soviet Union.

Palcstinians were not even In-
vited to those talks and Syria
boycotied them.

This time, however, Syria is
at the table, as are the
Palestinians, albeit not repre-
sented by the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation, but by
a US-vetied list of representa-
tives [rom the Occupied
Territories.

Morcover, betier prepara-
tions have been made for the
Madrid mecting than were
made for the Geneva talks. In
addition to Syria and the
Palestinians, Jordan, Egypt,
Lebanon and Bahmain will be in
attendance.

The Gull war set the slage
for the conference and com-
mifted the administration of
President George Bush to a

. [resh peace initiative, payment

in kind for Arab assistance to

Israel keen'to
negotiate pullout

from Lebanon

NEW YORK, Oct 29 : Israel
is willing to necgotiate the
withdrawal of its soldiers from
southern Lebangn, the Israeli
official in change of Lebanese

policy said Monday in a dis-
cussion on the Middle East

peace conference, reports AP.

"l think (a withdrawal) is
part of what will have to be the
subject of negotiations now be-
tween us and the Lebanese,”
Uri Lubrani said.

Lubrani, at a meeting with
Associaled Press editors, said
Israel has “preconditions for
such a thing happening,”
among them the irement
that "the security needs of

Israel are fully and frrevocably
taken care of.”

MADRID, Oct 29: Israel and
its Arab neighbours will share a
T-shaped table at unprece-
dented Middle East peace
talks beginning on Wednesday,
and the Jordanian-Palestinian
delegation will have twice as
much speaking time as the
Israeli, reports Reuter.

A Senior US official an-
nounced the procedure and

differ on why they are in Madrid

the US-led coalition against
iraq in the Gulf war. But the

war also weakened Arab bar-

gaining power.

Still, Arabs agree on their
minimum basic requircment
for peace : Ilsracl withdrawal
from Lhe areas seized In 1967
and sclf-determination for
Palcstimans.

in talks with Syrian,
Jordanian and other lead
ers in Lthe days leading up to
the conference, PLO leader
Yasscr Aralat pressed for an
immediate summit ol leaders
of so-called [rontline states to
formulate a common Arab
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Two Israeli settlers

killed as assailants

open fire on bus
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launched a

strategy which will draw the
maximum benefit from the

degree In history al
University of Delhi in 1970.

Former Moorish fortress

the

forum
open

=

to house thorny talks

MADRID, Oct 29 : A sumptuous
18th century palace built
on the site of a former
Moorish fortress will house
Middle East peace talks
opening (n Madrid on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

Misleading known as the
Eastern Palace, it is a huge,
outwardly-forbidding pile of
limestone and granite from
the nearby Guadarrama
mountains.

The largest royal pnlu;e in

western Etirope
on the western

city, overlooking the
Manzares river, outlined

the horizon of a flat

., it stands
edge of the

u now taken over by a“

Madrid's [ast

suburbs.

The Marble Hall of Columns,
hung with tapestries and

decorated with bronze
statues where the first part

- of the conference to be

-growing

hled, has witnessed
landmark events of Spanish
history.

Dictoator Franciso Franco
in state in the pillared
after his death in 1975.

agenda for the three-day
Madrid conference as the first
delegations arrived in the
Spanish capital on Monday.
Greg Fostcr, a member of
the joint US-Soviet-Spanish
organising committee, said US
Secretary of State James Baker
and Sovietl Foreign Minister
Boris Pankin would sit at the
head of the T-shaped table,
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More recently, the treaty

' Spanish leaders, including

Prime Minister Felipe
Gonzalez who will open the
talks, hoe the hall will be
the setting where the first
steps towards
reconciliation between
Arabs and israclis are taken.

Gonzalez' address will be
followed by speeches by US
President George Bush and
Soviet leader Mihail
Gorbachev, sporsors of the
conference.

The palace,home to eight
mbnarchs of Spain's Borbon
dynasty over two centuries
is now only used for state
occasions.

Its last occupanis were
Alfonso XIll and Victoria
Eugenia who went ‘into exile
after Spaniards voted in
favour of a republic in 1931.

Their grandson, King Juan
Carlos, and his fire wife
Queen Solla,prefer the
smaller simpler Zarzuela
Palace outside Madrid.

scparated by a céntral podiumi.
On the right side of the
table, after Pankin, will sit the

European Community ob-

server, the Jordanian-
Palestinian and the Syrian del-
cgales

On the left side, aller
Baker, will sit the Egyptian
observer and the Israeli and
Lebanese delegations.

But the throne u} Spain’'s
flanked by gilded lions,
stills stands . in the
glittering throne roos
under a tiepolo painted'
ceifling, -

In contrast to the place,

imposing but austere
exteriro, the interior is
lavishly decorated,

crammed with Lreasures
accumulated by generations

collections 1include
paintings by Spanish artists

Gya, Ribera and Zurbaran,

manuscripsts, weapons,

horse-drawn carriages and *

800 precious clocks.

Arab delegates arrving for the
talks will find a reminder
of the times wen their
Moorish forebear ruled over
moslt of and gave the
small settlement by the
Manzanares river the
Arabic name of

The Campo del Moro (Moor's

Field) gardens by the

palace are name in honour

of Emir Eli Ben Yusuf,
whose Moorish Legion
pitched their tents by the

Manzanares in 11089,

Its

The T-shaped table: Who'll sit where

Spanish Prime Minister
Felipc Gonzalez will open the
conference at 0930 GMT on
Wednesday with a briefl wel-
coming statement. US
President Bush and
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev will follow with 20-
minute speeches.

The European Community
and Egypt will address the

in the aflternoon.

The direct protagonists
will make their presentations
on Thursday, the second day,
with Israel speaking first for
45 minutes.

Ignoring lIsraeli protests,

_ihc organisers have allotted

the Jordanian-Palestinian del-
egation two 45-minute periods
to present ils position.
Palestinians claimed this was a
victory in their quest for
tion.
Lebanon and Syria will both
speak on Thursday afternoon.
On Friday, each delegation
gets a 15-minute summing up
period, with the Jordanian-
Palestinian team again getting

two s.

en Pankin and Baker
each will make a 30-minute
address before the conference
ends at 0930 GMT on ;

Asked whether [srael
agreed to the Jordanian-
Palestinian delegation getting
twice as much speaking time
as itsell, Foster said: "We have
no comment on how the
schoedule came about.”

The said noth-
ing about the next stage of the
talks when Isracl will hold
scparate negotiations with

each of its neighbours.



