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4,500 flee Bhutan

to Nepal

KATHMANDU, Oect 20:
More than 4,500 refugees of
Nepall o have [led the

makeshift pary
to in
where nearly 80 fave died of
hunger disease, Nepal's

had built settle-
ments of thaiched huts on the
banks of the Kankai river near
Jhapa lown.

Tensions have risen be-
tween Nepal and Bhutan, both
wedged between India and
China and separated by a nar-
row strip of Indian territory,
since Nepal's bowed
to mass proicst last year and
surrendered its powers to a

" Arcand (e sac . vie-

lent E-:nnu erupted in south-
ern utan among Nepali-ori-
gin dissidents, who allege eth-
nic discrimination and de-
mand a Weslern-style parlia-
ment in place of Bhulan's
largely consultative National
Assemnbly.

Relatively prosperous
Bhutan, saying it feared its
Buddhist Drukpa culture and
welfare stale facilities would be
swamped by an uncontrolled
influx of 1lindus from impover-
ished Nepal, cracked down on
illegal immigration about three

years ago.
It also launched a pro-

m Bhutianese

. ethics and the

Dzongkha national language.
Bhutan, about the size of

Switzerland, says 28 per cent
of its 600,000 population is of

Nepali origin.

20 insurgents
surrender to

Myanmar govt

YANGON, Oct 29 : Twen
insurgents from seven
organisations surrendered to
Myanmar authorities between
Sepiember 10 and 18, accord-
ing to an oflicial report today,
says Xinhua.

They are [rom the Kachin
Independence Army in north-
ern Myanmar, the Kayin
National Union in southeast
Myanmar and some other
armed groups in several com-
mand areas of the country.

They brought with team a
group of assorted arms includ-
ing automatic rifles and am-
munition, the report said.

Bush signs
appropriation
billof $2b

' WASHINGTON, Oct 29:
President George Bush Monday
:ﬁ‘d an appropriations bill
ch incl two billion
dollars for a project to build a
U.S space station, reports
Reuter.
Bush, who signed the ap-
as part of a 81 bil-
- dollar measure for this fis-
year, called the space sta-
tion freedom "an -essential step
I;mmtlnl- future space objec-

The measure es two

bilion dollars for the space
station in fiscal 1992, which
began October 1.

EBRIERRY

President Mobutu Scse Scko on Monday

m::h'otmsaskedtoleavehire:
ordered Be

igian troops still

remaini
withdraw as Belgium said it wanted

in his country to
Organtsation of

African Unity to send a force to Zaire, reports AFP from

Kinshasa.

There were also unconfirmed reports that Mobutu may

make a new effort to reach
which reacted
leader Etiecnne Ts

nt with the opposition,

to his sacking last week of opposition
from the post. |
about a new pact followed a meeting

between

Mobutu and an opposition delegation, which included

Tshisekedi.

H'I'hcmtlumomr:hﬂy
a

The new
An

L by the unpopular o
Mugul Diaka who Mobutu appoin

t had not been appointed by late Monday.
source said meanwhile that the mission of

called to discuss the formation

ftion leader Bendian
to succeed Tshisckedi.

the Belgian troops in Zaire had now come (o its end, and they

were being asked to leave. .

Rao to attend SAARC summit :

indian Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao, will attend Lhe
SAARC summit to be held in Colombo from November 7, an

External Affairs Ministry spo

kesman said Monday, ending

media speculations that his visit might not take place because
of security reasons, reports PT1 from Delhi. '

The spokesman, however, said al a press briefing that
Rao's ftinerary was still being finalised.

He declined comments on

reporis that Rao would be

press
visiting Colombo for only halfl a day 10 sign the SAARC declara-
tion on the concluding day—November 9.

The Indian High Commissioner o Sri Lanka, N N Jha, has
returned to Colombo allcr consultations here on various
aspects of the SAARC summit and Rao's visil to the island na-

tion.

Two

Two
when they
local press

report said Monday

deshis die in Sin :

workers died of carbon mono
tried to remove a water pump from a manhole, a

reports AFP from Singapore.

poisoning

Shamsuzzaman, 25, and Supen Kanti Dutta, 24 were su

water from Lhe six-metre (20-feet) deep man-

le by using a bucket so that the water could be then

two men
so that they
back into

with a pump
decided to lower the pump into the

could draw the waler up directly
the manhole afler they had finished to take

. the Straits Times said.
and

the pump out, the newspaper said.

Italy m Hﬁ H,E ﬁo}toin UNESCO:

Italfan F

Michelis en Monday

the United States and Britain to rejoin the United
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation

i

Reuter from Rome.
we're seeing in the world have given

budget when it left in 1984, accusing the agency of inefli-

ciency. financial mismanagement and political bias against
Weslern countries. Britain and Singapore lollowed in 19886,
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prisoners killed in fire: rucen

| under its heavy security

o W

Gonzales (R) waves to onlookers, arriving under tight security at Madrid -ai

Monday.

B

—

MADRID : Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev (C) accompanied by Spanish Pr:mier Felipe

rport late
— AFP/UNB photo

14,000 troops guard Madrid

MADRID, Oct 29 : Jolted

ket by reports of violence tied

.| to the conference it is hosting,

Madrid put the final touches
today to Middle East talks
aiming to end 43 years of
bloody conflict, reports AFP,

More than 14,000 security
forces were - deployed in this
city of four million in readi-
ness for the conference, which
will for the first time see Arab
counltries, Israelis and
Palestinians around the same
negotiating table.

Roadblocks and police cor-
dons were thrown around ho-
tels, heavily armed and visibly
tecnse a paramilitary Civil
Guards conducted spot iden-
tity checks, sharpshooters
were positioned on rooftops
and sirens wailed as police
vehicles cleared a path for ar-
riving delegations in a massive
security action condemned
operation peace.

Two Isracli settlers were
killed on the West Bank as
they hcaded for a right-wing
demonstration inTel Aviv,
Islamic Jihad said it killed a
US diplomat and badly
wounded an Egyptian in bomb
attacks in the Turkish capital
of Ankara, and Jordanian
demonstrators [ro and against

blan-

the talks fought in the strebts
of Amman.

Whether the conference
will live up to the strong feel-
ings il gencrated throughout
the Middle East remained a
moot point, with no signs of
flexibility on either side.

Representatives here for
both the Palestinians and
their adversaries, Isracli set-
tlers in the occupied territo-
ries, used Lhe West Bank
killings to justify their reapec-

peace,” Madad said, referring
to his lobbying mission on the
sidelines of the talks, "but to
protect the Jewish presence
in Judea and Samaria,” the bib-
lical term for the West Bank.
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev arrived Monday
night for Wednesday's o
session, and his a:anfm
cohost, US President George
Bush, was expected later

Tuesday

The two men will discuss

See full-page feature on ME talks Page 8

tive stands.

The killings are
"unfortunate (but) trate
the urgency....... and the dan-
gers of the situation,
"Palestinian spokeswoman
Hanan Ashrawi said.

Israel Madad, a spokesman
for Isracli settlers, said the
killings were proof that Israel
was right in refusing any nego-
tiation with the Palcstine
Liberation Organisation (PLO).

"Reactions to extreme
statements and position will
be extreme”, Ashrawi said.
“This s a situation of despera-
tion. The Israclis have to speak
to people who are reaching out

to make peace.”
"We are not here to make

bilateral and other incrnational
issues at a working luncheon
Tucsday, followed by a press
conference.

U. S. sources said Bush
would be meeting with Isracli
Yitzhak Shamir just before the
confercnce opcns on
Wednesday. lle was also to
meet jointly with Arab heads of
delegations, the sources said.

The inftial, ceremonial part '

of the three-stage peace con-
ference will begin at 10:30 A
M. (0930 GMT) Wednesday
and is expected to last for
three days, with formal
speeches by the main aprtici-
pants as well as the European
Community.
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KARACHI : Nobel Prize winner Mother Teresa (C) listens to a tale of alleged police torture,

while in their custody, by opposition People’s Party activists Shehla Raza (L) and Raheela

Tiwana at a reception hosted by the People's Party in Karachi.

Muslims set up 200-member

_— AFP/UNB photo

Parliament in Britain

LONDON, Oct 29 : A pro-
irantan Muslim group said on
Monday it was sctling up iis
own parliament in Britain to
promole the interests of 1.5
milllon Muslims in the coun-
try, reports Reuter.

The Muslim Institute
launched the 200-seat assem-
bly which is scheduled to meet
for the first time on January 4

Members will pass man-
dates which are expectied to be
obcyed on moral grounds by
Muslims. A spokesman for the
Muslim institute said the man-
dates would not conflict with
British law. |

The Muslim parliament is
not a law-making body. It will

function within the pa-
rameters of laws enacted by

s:'llun:nt at Wesiminister,
spokesman said.

But a statement by the
group said. “Any British gov-
ernment that attempts to ride

Yeltsin bans
nuclear test

MOSCOW, Oct 29: Russian
President Borts Yeltsin tssued
a decree on Monday imposing
a onc-year moratorfum on nu-
clear tests in the Russian
Federation, Interfax news

agency reported, says AFP.

The decision to ban nuclear
tests on Russian lerritory af-
fects the Novaya Zemilya un-
derground testing site on an
island in the Arct Sea, the

non-official news agency said.

roughshod over us will find us
an immovable object, as the
Tory (conservative] govern-
memt and the ftion dis-
covered in the “Satanic verses”™
aflatr.

Muslim (institute director
Kalim Saddiqui, eclected as
leader of the parllament at a
meciing in London, last year
endorsed a statement by Iran's
former spiritual leader

" Ayatollah Ruholiah Khomeini

that British author Salman
Rushdie should be killed on
the grounds that his book the
‘Satanic verses' blasphemed
Islam.

At the top of the pariia-
ment's agenda will be mea-
sures Lo courses on
islamic history, culture and re-
ligion for Musiim children at

weekend colleges.

E,OOO VHP supporters
for assault on Babri

AYODHYA, Oct 29 : Police
warned on Monday that they
would arrest former prime
minister Vishwanath Pratap
Singh i he carries out a threat
to lead a public protest against
Hindu militants in the north
indian town of Ayedhya, re-

ports Reuter.
The town is the scene of a
bitter dispute between

Muslims and Hindus over own-
ership of a shrine which has

claimed at least 2,000 lives In

rioting over the pasl two years.

Singh; himself a Hindu,
plans to lead a sit-in demon:
stration against Hindu mili-
tants today. He says he is acl-

ing in defence of India’'s con-
stitutional ideal of secuaritam.
At the same time police
chiel Mohan Saraswat said,
5.000 supporters ol the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (World
Hindu Organisation-ViiP) had

The dispute over the shrine
played a part in the [kl of
Singh’s government, winich

a vole of confidence in

in Ayodhya |

Masjid
1990, '
He had ordered a crack-

down against Hindu militants
resigning the shrine, a cen-

km
[l!liuilnlf_r::-?uﬂ'-.ﬂnt
he was dete o lead the

VIIP pources said they
planned ceremonies lo com-
memorate the anniversary of

- Singh's crackdown

|

| the

KATHMANDU, Oct' 29:
Communist-led crowds in
Nepal hurled stones on
Monday at Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala, the
Hima n kingdom's first
{reely-clected leader in three
decades, witnesses said, re-
ports Reuter.

The witnesses said in tele-
phone interviews that Kofrala,
whose liberal Nepali Congress
Party won a narrow victory
over communist rrtiu in Ma
elections was unhurt. 4

Protests broke out when he
visited his eastern Biratnagar
constit ‘

Police baton changed the
protesters to drive them away,
the witnesses said. |

Police sources said a po-
liceman was nded and.
seven communist activists
were brieflly detained.

Demonstrators t:lnmea slo-
‘gans accu Kotrala of doing
too little to help the 60
cent of Nepal's 18 million
people who lie below the

poverty lime.

- Khmer Rouge
leaders may
be tried

CANBERRA, Oct 29 : Pol Pot
and other Khmer Rouge leadrs
who killed more than one mil-
lion Cambodians during the
1970s could be tried for war

crimes {f they are appre-
hended, an Australian
said Tuesday, reports AP,

The Khmer Rouge, who
ruled Cambodia from 1975 to
1978, a treaty
last week with the current
Phnom Penh government and
three other guerilla factions
ending 13 years of civil war.
Under the pact, the Khmer

—Rouge is to take part in a

transition government.

Kabul protests
'Pak plot' to
below up dams

ISLAMABAD, Oct 29: The
Alghan Foreign Ministry sum-
moned Pakistan's top diplomat
in Kabul on Monday to protest
over what it said was a plot to
blow up three of the country’'s
hydrolectric dams, reports
Reuter.

Kabul radic monitored in
islamabad, reported that the
ment had exact
information about plans by the
Pakistani army and intelli-
gence services to destroy the
dams.

Abida made

Pak envoy
to US

ISLAMABAD, Oct 29 : Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's con-
scrvalive government on
Monday named a woman
politician, Abida Hussain, as
Pakistan's ambassador to the
United States, reports Reuter.

Hussain's appointment
came five months after Sharif
made her the only woman
member of his cabinet as ad-
viscr on population planning.
Her husband, Fakhar Imam, is
Education Minister.

Hussain, 45, is a member of
Shia Muslim sect.

As a member of parliament
she was on¢ ol the toughest
opponents of former Premier
Benazir Bhutto's administra-
tion.

She became Information
Minister in a caretaker gov-
ernment aflter President Ishaq
Khan sacked Bhutto in August
last year on disputed charges
of abuse of power.

But Hussain lost a subse-
quent election to the natfonal
assembly, the Lower House,
and has been attacked by a
fundamentalist group of the
majority Sunni Muslim sect
afler sectarian clashes in her
home town of Jhang in Punjab
province.

VP Singh barred
from entering
Faizabad

LUCKNOW, Oct 20: The

on Monday
their place, Reuter
mmu-l:.lr-.‘ru;dthﬂumth

'Get it at your doorstep

from 4 p.m to 3 a.m’
PARIS: First now condoms — a Paris
started ﬂmm

ports Reuter.
"SOS-

has
deliveries of rubber mtrmmm. re-
your doorstep
were usually pmphmhundit:mtmtnbu,m_
doms in chemists and supermarkets or personal ad-
vice,

"From 10 pm onwards it's mostly peoplc who have been to
an night club or met someone at a cafe and have been caught
in an emergency situation,” he told French television.
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NEW YORK : Former Philippines. First Lady Imelda

- Marcos signs, at her home in New York, a document

accepting the terms allowing her return to the Philippines.
Philippine Consul General o Arizala looks on.
* — AFP/UNB photo

Hillary in NZ banknotes
WELLINGTON, Ncw Zealand: Mountlaineer Sir Edmund
Hillary says he's rcally honoured to have his face chosen to

plussed nonectheless, reports AP,
quite a bit o surprise me these days,” said
Hillary, who teamed with Sherpa Tenzing Norgay in becoming
the. first to ever conquer the world's summit, ML

Now 72, Hillary said it was probably more desirable 1o have
people on the banknotes who are dead. "1 pointed out | was
not quite in that condition yet.”

“The only trouble | feel about it is that | will have to be re-
speclable for the rest of my life.”

And the fact he was chosen for the lowest denomination?
"Oh, 1don’t mind in the slightest. I'm perfectly happy to be
of any value.”

- Sharp-eared man
in quest of quiet

LONDON: Even in the oF haH "
Kenneth Young has been driven out of nine -
Mr Young, 68, from Prestwich, Manchester, was born with
The condition troubled
him little in his younger
Now he feels lucky if he

night disturbances,

despite needing, he claims,
at least nine.

His decision to move from Tomintoul, Grampian, which
spends much of the winter cut ofl by snow, to the Black Isle
Enlnluln near Inverness was inspired by finding himselfl

rced into the airing cupboard in his guest for peace and

et
qu'ltnoktuﬂltdrymgchoctlutrylnbhcknul[lwm
but it was no use,” said Mr Young, a retired philosophy lec-
turer.

"I've tried pretty well everything to solve the problem, all
without success so far.”

After just three months at Ellick Farm, Tomintoul, on his
second Lry in the village, he has found new accommodation in
the t of Cullicudden on the south-east side ol the
C : .

He said : “There is very little traffic ‘around Cullicudden

" even in daytime, so hopefully the nights will bring peace and

allow me to end my travels.”
Mr Young, who plugs his cars with wel collon wool 1o keep
sounds to an le level, has investigated the
idea of a soundprool room, but says scientists have dismissed
it as both costly and problematical.
He added : "I am sure this problem is not to me,
and | would be interested now to hear from other sufferers. |

think it needs someone to rescarch it, and perhaps

come up with some aflordable solutions.

“The condition is very disruptive of all one’'s activities. It
would be no use if | still had a regular job with normal hours,
because | would be off sick all the time.

"As it is, the cost is ruinous. | feel | can’t buy a house, but

tion

ZAGREB : A Croatian police official shows the first sample
of the new Croatian passport which will scon substitute the
Yugoslav one. — AFP/UNB photo

No more proxy for
wives in Algeria

ALGIERS : Wives won the right to vole in Algeria's first
multiparty gencral clection when the Constitutional Council
threw oul a law that would



