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Time for Stern Action

‘We shall reap as we sow' — and we did. The
violence that we allowed fo continue; the armed
students' clashes that we pulled strings [rom be-
hind the scene to perpetrate;
ranks known criminals who we saw were destroy-
our educational institutions — have all now
‘back to us t

. Then there are those who participated in
-hour-long gun hattle. And then, of
. are those who in position to
it all, nothing. For all of t we express

Whosoever may have pulled the trigger, the
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happened on Sunday should ever occur. Bul we
feared that it would — and it did. We deeply re-
gret the deaths and the plight of the several who
were injured.

if there was ever an appropriate moment for
the Prime Minister to act, it is now. She should
not waste another minute in taking the sternest
of measures against those who are making a

mockery of our government and jeopardising the .

gains of our struggle against autocracy.
Governance is not necessarily always a popular al-
fair. To protect the democratic norms the
elected leader of the people must Lake decisive
actions regardless as to who it might hurt. The
most important thing for her to remember is that
in taking the tough but necessary actions the
Prime Minister must act as — and solely as — the
custodian of law and order and not as the leader
of any party. Her actions must be beyond re-
proach, evenhanded and guided by the sole de-
sire to uphold the law of the land and to
strengthen democracy.

Sunday's armed clash proved — if prool was
ever necessary — that the student parties of both
the BNP and the AL possess illegal and highly
sophisticaled arms — and in plenty. Such open
lawlessness by activists of the parties, one of
which runs the government and the other leads
the opposition, has natutfally raised serious
questions in the public mind as to how sincerely
their commitment {0 democratic norms be taken.

To increase public confidence in them both
the parties should denounce those among their
ranks who are guilty of armed violence, expel
them and then assist the law enforcing bodies to
do their duties. As the party on which the
majorily reposed their trust and the
responsibility (o govern, the BNP should take the
lead. This would throw a moral challenge to AL.
Either the opposition will have to respond or
stand exposed.

Whatever may be the perverted logic that leads
political parties (o use armed gangs, it must have
become clear after the DU incident that the situ-
ation has gone quite far. It may have already gone
beyond the respective parties’' control. People are
tired of the continued violence on the campus. As
of today five out of the six universities are closed
along with 72 leading colleges. There is already a
disturbing trend of armed clashes in several dis-
trict towns. A decisive action in Dhaka will help
to eradicate violence throughout the country. Is it
too unrealistic to expect the BNP and the AL to
work together to contain this cancer? Let their
commitment to the nation dictate their action.
and not petty party interest.

Eschewing Rhetoric
to Save Man

The situation in the northern region, thanks to
the two great polilical parties’ exertions, is fast
being reduced to a matter of rhetorical nuance.
The situation up there is or isn't similar to that
which prevailed in the same area in the 1974 —
that seems to be the lakh-Taka question. A rather
easy commonsense view of the possibilities of the
present diflicult situation is eluding both the
parties, perhaps because éach of them are more
interested in finding fault with the other and not
in knowing the truth and doing what that
knowledge would dictate. The point is : the
present hunger situation in the north doesn't
need to be as 'spectacular’ as to be more hurting
to Lhe region in particular and the whole country
in general.

The new crop will not be in before at least 45
more days. Till then there is no work for anyone.
May be reliel is trickling into the bowl of
Rangpur, Kurigram, Gaibandha, Lalmonirhat and
Nilphamari. But there is a much wider zone that
is the same trouble as those [ive districts.
What's happening in Bogra, Sirajganj, Pabna,
Chapainawabganj, Natore, Naogaon, Jaipurhat,
Dinajpur, Thakurgaon and Panchagarh?

According to a knowledgeable wriler on the
region's problems, at least 20 lakh families of the
30 upazilas of the above districts are facing a
scarcitly situation. Of these 12 lakh are families of
landless farm-labour hands who have no way to
buy their daily morsel for want of work.

The debate on the northern situation continues
in the Parliament. A lot of le in at ‘least 16
northern districts are facing acute nutritional

problem and it is for all of us, specially the

government, to see thal not one life perishes for
want of food with well-stocked godowns being
there within easy reach. This sincere wish, we
fear, may be by now rather a late prayer. But in
mmt:[the lﬂcm:;uonisloohtcuﬂw
appeal leadership of the country to eschew
their rhetorics and get down (o the business of
saving man jointly. And that will require genuine
government altempt (o involve all parties in the
reliel and other bilitation programmes in the
aflected districts.

ra and sct up the
ﬁ:m.m celebra-

and the righ
phobes. The SDP is led by the
son of the former Prime
Minister Mr Bulent Ecevit.
Following the military cou
of 12 September 1980, wh

t wing =xeno-

led to the ouster of then
Prime Minister Mr. Demirel's
coalition vernment, the
leading politicians of that
period including Mr. Demirel,
Ecevit and others were
disallowed political activitics
and their pa banned. It is
worth recalling that the coup
brought a sign of rcliel among
the population because the

Turkey Celebrates Sixtyeighth

Anniversary of the Republic

by Arshad-uz Zaman

A stable Turkey is of great importance for the region and indeed the world ... Turkey'’s
geographical location as well as her emergence as a mediumsize industrial power, make it
a factor in world politics ... With a window to the East and another to the West Turkey has

been attempti
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ruling ANAP has been steadily
losing ground for sometime
now. It was established by Mr
Ozal in 1982 and in the clec-
tions held a year later t won
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Ozal. In
was clected the President of
the Republic and he hand-
picked Mr. Akbulut as Prime
Minister. In June 1991 he jost
within his party the leadership
to the current Prime Minister
Mr. Yilmaz. With the elevation
of Mr. Ozal to the Presidency it
is not surprising thal his party
has lost out o his erstwhile

to strike a balance.

o between

DYP Mr. Demirel and the
ANAP of Mr. Ozal. Turkish for-
the

changes all around Turkey.
immediatcly west of Turkey,
the whole of Eastern Europe
has undergone a sca change.
Incredibly, Communism has
suddenly vanished. Turkey's
glant ncighbour the USSR s
ungdergoing mighty convul-

relations with the

opening of the Peace
Conference in Madrid on tLhe

30th October. Turkey's -
gphlﬂ.l location as well as
emergence as a medium-

size Industrial , make it
a factor in world With
a window to the L and an-

Community dates as [ar back as
1960. The négolialions are
still dragging on and Turkey
conlinues (o sirive o enter the
Community. If she succeeds

she will be the first Mushm
membeor

Lhey
waiting game. Mcanwhile later
applicantd arc cnlarging the
Community. Turkey plays an
active role within the OIC,

icularly in the economic

. Following a summil deci-
sion to set up a Conmmmission
for Social and Economic
Council [COMSEC). Turkcy was
assigned Lhe Lask of organising
the aclivilies in Lhis fickd. The
first Comsec mecting was held
in Istanbul in 1983 and was
presided over by President
Kenan Evren. These mectings
have been held annually in

infrastructure of most of the
member states are rather
weak, it will need a lot more
patient work.

Relations with
Bangladesh

Turkey and have
maintaincd excellent relations

since Turkey recognised
I desh immediately alfter
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Pakistani recognition in 1974,
Highest level political visits

economic and wechnical co-op-
cration, cullural agreement,
military training co-opcration

' banking agree-
maritime agreement,

companics are

duced into . The
excellent bilateral relations

the birth of the
Republic, the lounder, the far-
sighivd lcader Mustala Kemal
Alaturk, laid down the foreign
policy — peace at home and
peace in the world. By follow-

that dictum, Turkey has

n giant sirides. She is
poised o play larger role in
the world.

The author (s former
Ambassador and Assistant
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Zambian Pop Musicians Rock the PoliticalEga

S the campaign for Za-

* mbia's October .31 ge-

neral elections heats

up. local musiclans have

become er and are

determined to play a political
role.

Their songs are hot.
Presidenlt Keneth Kaunda's
ruling United National
Independence Party (UNIP)
may find them offcnsive but
many Zambians scem Lo be
impressed.

"People just want more and
more of this stull,” said one
fan. "It's good for a change.”

Until the advent of multi-

in Zambia, music was
generally confined to atlacks
on improper social behabiour
or pro-UNIP sloganecring.
Now the lid is off and Lhe boys
are on the loose: No under-
statements, not beating aboult
the bush, no catering to any of
the old taboos for the sake of
the ruling class.

"We sing — they condemn,”
one opposition supporter said,
deriding the government
. "They call it anti-party
stufl, but there is nothing
they can do about it because
we have entered a new era.”

Zambia's leading anti-gov-
ernment pop group is the
Shalwambe Band whosc Vibes
seem Lo have struck a nerve
with old guard politicians.
While never formally baned,
Shalawmbe’'s pro-opposition
raps are never heard on
Zambia's four stalc-run radio
stations.

Band leader Dolenzy Kabwe
says the group has also run
I style political centralism

is fast going out of
fashion, the col'apse of Sovict
communism appears to have
brought the bedrock commu-
nists of East Asia together
despite important differences
in strategy.

A recent tour through China
and North Korea showed that
communism's demise in

Europe will not bring an
immediate swing towards

N a world where old-

‘reform in these grim and

austere nations.

While in China post-
Tiananmen grassroots eco-
nomic liberalisation has defied
political rigidity, in North
Korea change may be tied up
with the longevity of the great
helmsman, Kim il Sung
himself.

Officially at least, both China
and North Korea are adherents
of what is now a discredited
doctrine. But party ideologues
here are re-assessing their
faith, distancing
from Marxism's miscalcula-
tions in Europe and trying
desperately to show that

"socialism is different in Asia”.
What happened in East

ruption inflict severe blow to
the national economy as fits
business and public adminis-
tration cultures fndicate. We

g under forei
burden, inflation -‘ng

There 1s a saying that when
we lose this is an in-

3

mary cause for it was corrup-

themselves

Elias Nyakutemba writes from Mufulira, Zambia

After 17 years of one-party rule and tight restrictions on music critical of politicians,
Zambia’'s pop stars are on a march to freedom. Their latest numbers are hot and selling
fast. Opposition songs are playing a key role in the current election campaign. But licensed
retailers and state-run radio stations will not touch them.

Music of democracy

into difficulties recording its
controversial hits. "Producing
the tapes was a hcadache,” he
said. "No studio would touch
the stufl, so we decided o set
up a makeshift studioc some-
where in Lusaka and went
ahead with our work.”
Shalawmbe's six hits — ded-
icated to the leading opposi-
tion group, the Movement for

Socialism with an Asian Face

"This cassette is dedicated 1o

the Movemen! for Multi-Party
Democracy in particular and

to all peace loving and democratic
people of the world in general”

Multiparty Democracy (MMD)
— hit the strects in carly
Seplember.

More than 3,000 copics
sold out within a few weeks.

Still, no licenscd oullcts
would  sell the recordings.
"Everyone says the stufl is loo
hol,” says Kabwe. "So we give
it to the street boys and other
sympathizers of the MMD."

Not long ago, "hot” would
have been an understatement
to describe Shalawambe's
"Fire, Fire,” which celebrates
the MMD manifesto and de-
picts the¢ movements lcader-
ship as "water” meant to douse
the fire, or misery, brought
about by UNIP.

"Treason”™ would have been
the adjective.

song's lyrics say Zambia
"must ¢ UNIP is fire and
it has burnt the people, the
economy, even the trees (o
ashes. People are dying [rom
lack of medicine and hunger.
MMD, you are the water to put
the fire 6ut.”

On the flip side is "The
hour,” a song no less likely to
irritate UNIP leaders. Short
for the MMD's man slogan,
"The hour has come” the song
accuses UNIP of allowin
Zambia's brain drain an
unemployment to worsen.

"Why," it asks, "do you send °

children to school if you can
not give them jobs.?”

Then the denunciations
end and along comes the
campaign pilch: "Brothers and
sisicrs, keep your voter's cards
salcly. Vole wisely. Vote MMD
and Fredrick Chilba for

President.”
 One chorus, sung In
English, urges voters “to

choose bciween slable prices
and rockcting ones.” Another,
sung in a local dialect, says:
“It's ime W chase away the
fire.” In unison, band members
chant: "Kuya bebele [(UNIP
must go).”

Despite Lthe outburst of ac-
tivily by opposition musicians,
UNIP should not be counted
out. Nol W be outdone, pro-
governmenl bands have cralted
altacks on the opposition
which are almost always on the
air waves.,

Hundreds of musicians are
reported Lo have quit UNIP to
join the MMD campaign, but
the governing party still has
supporicrs among some solo
artists and bands such as the
Amaycncge Culltural Ensemble.

The Enscmble has cut more
tham 10 songs for UNIP, re-
portedly in slale-run studios.
In one of ils pro-government
songs, voters are urged to
choose "UNIP, the disciplined
and experienced partly,” and
"vole KK (Kenngth Kaunda) for
peace and stability.”

Distancing themselves from the failure of socialism in Europe, China and North Korea are

trying desperately to show that socialism is diffe
reports from Beijing

erent in Asia. Mushahid Hussain of IPS

Europe and the Soviet Union,
they tell their people through
the state-ccntrolled media,
cannot take place in China and
North Korea.

In ideological terms, the
Chinese and the North Kore-
ans with varying degrees of
emphasis, are trying to show
soclalism with an Asian face.

They are keen to emphasis
the "superiority of socialism”
while singling out the United
States as a country that is keen
to "wipe out socialism and
impose its own values”.

There is one significant
difference between ngyan
and Beijing in stral:gu: ghﬂcg
the Chinese still profess alle-
glance to Marx, the North
Koreans have now publicly
rejected European soclalism as
unsuited to Asia. In North
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+ tion on a massive scale. The

Bangladesh Public Service
Commission Report (1988)
,also states that there fis
widespread corruption among
the Class | and Class Il officials.
This is the number one prob-
lem for us now. Our efforts for
conirolling the population
growth and raising the agricul-
tural and industrial output will
all be jeo sed and set at
naughl u s and antil we are
able to fight this demon.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Dhanmandi R/A. Dhaka-1205

Dhanmondi Lake

Sir, Dhanmondi Lake is
important as a recreational

Korea, it is juice (self-relfance)
— Kim il Sung's homespun
ideology.

China clearly sees its salva-
tion still in socialism and {f in
the past, the Chinese used to
say "cornmunism saved China”,
now they are saying "China will
save communism”.

"The changes in Eastern
Europe have had no adverse
effect on China and they have
in fact helped stability in our
country,” said Gao Di, the pres-
ident of the People's Daily, the
Communist Party mouthpiece.

"The people of Easterm
Europe are worse off than
before, people are suffering
because prices are up, there is
unemployment and social
disorder,” Gao added in an
interview with IPS.

He sald many in Eastern

Europe now missed the
welfare cushion of the state,
and it was correct for China to
take the socialist road despite
its current weaknesses.

Gao and others in the party
hierarchy echo an argument
that is heard often in official
circles here : that what
brought socialism down in the
Soviet Union was mistakes by
its leaders, there is no inher-
ent flaw in the socialist idea,

"The biggest superiority of

socialism lies in three areas : it

develops society faster, people
become rich collectively and
socialism prevents the gap
between rich and poor,” Gao
added.

Then why is China still a
developing country? Party offi-
cials replied that their country
is still young and pointed to
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place as well as for its
economic value. But it does not
scem that the lake authority is
discharging its responsibility
taking care of the 's assets
like fish, trees etc. Eve
some people are fishing
: ly.’ catch any fish
of any size and sale it by
standing on the road next to
the lake. Another usual scene
is cattle grazing inside the lake
boundary, These cows have
eaten away a lot of coconut
trees plamted last year. The
owners of these cows
cowdung and fodder here
there and make the lake side
dirty. So people cannot take a
refreshing stroll inside the
lake area. Although it is heard
that government has been

vast increases in steel produc-
tions since the revolution in
1949,

Some officials admitted pri-
vately that past Chineses lead-
ers had made mistakes about
trying to enforce "absolute
equality”. They supported the
planned economy, but con-
ceded the sate could not "plan
everything”.

Perhaps Chinese socialism's
greatest achievement has been
that it has eradicated absolute
poverty and managed to keep
its huge population of 1.2 bil-
lion fed and clothed — no
mean feat compared to the
dismal failure in this regard in
non-soclalist countries with

comparable populations.

Over in Pyongyang. how-
ever, talk of orthodox Marxism
is overlapped by a critique of

In the chuntryside, village
bands and traditional singcrs
fight 10 be heard. One village
song from North-Western
Province urges Zambians ©
"get rid of the dust from for-
eign lands o restore our cul-
tural heritage.” Another, from
the south, says: "Our callle are
dying: we need a cure; vote
Chiluba.”

In the lead-up to the
October 31 election, opposi-
tion figures hope music by
their supporters will become
their strongest and most cf-
fective tool.

In urban arcas, most
houscholds are bclicved to
have hecard or be in posscssion
of some form of pro-opposilion
music.

As one [an said: "The night
clubs, kilchen partics, wed-
ding partics just about ccre-
mony — you can hear "The
hour® or "Fire”,"Fire” and iU's
spreading like hell. By clection
time, all the kids will know
the stull by heant.”

I that happens, Kubwe says
he and his band will have
achicved their goal.

"We are nol an island,” he
says. "Wc belong Lo this socicty
and we have lo refleet  the
wishcs and fechings of the
people..... We have proved that
Kaunda is no longer ular. If
Chiluba wins, hc will have to
deliver the goods or face the
same fate." — GEMINI NEWS

Elias Nyakutemba has wor-
ked with Zambia Information
Services since 1974.

its Euro-centric history.

"Classical Western theory
and Marxism helped in clarify-
ing principles of dialectics and
the doctrine of surplus value,”
cxplained North Korea Vice-
premier and Foreign Minister
Kim Yong Nam. "But the world
has made much advances since
Karl Marx.”

"Marxism has no answers
for the changed international
situation. It cannot be applied
to present-day reality espe-
clally in Korea," the minister
argued, using language that
would probably be anathema in
Beijing.

The two countries face fun-
damental dilemmas since the
state cannot reconcile what it
promises and what it can de-
liver. ;

And while . they remain
politically closed, North Korea
and China have opened up in
varying degrees to Western in-
fluences.

Both also have to find a bal-
ance between the ecopomic
imperative of seeing financial
and technological inputs that
only capitalist countries can
provide with the political need
of preserving socialism.

for the

invesling a lot of money
improvement of this lake but
because of the carelessness of

the lake authority that
investment would not be able
to achieve its expected goal. |
fecl to draw attention of all
concerned autheorities to the
present problems of
Dhanmondi Lake.

Aziz

H 15 R 13/A,
Dhanmondi R/A
Dhalkea

Iraq needs peace

Sir, Since its exisience,

i h-.:l:n limes been at-
every fight was

fought on its soil, resulting in
destruction to life and prop-

erty of lragis only. Scemingly
due to willful deviation from
the right path of Islam Iragis
have made their life trouble-
some and for which they re-
main busy fighting throughout
their lives. Every fight had
been caused, due Lo its appar-
ent foolishness and #t had to
give high price for it. It got it-
scll involved in fights in Hijri
years of 317, 323, 308, 448,
486, 582, 587, 656, 1400 and
1411. In every fight Iraq lost
lives and property. Iraq being a
Muslim country surrounded
other Muslim countries should
not have built so big quantities
of weapons with billions of dol-
lars.

Sull there is Ume for Iraq
to think of and search for the

truth of Islam, which means
peace, of course with dignity.
Once lraq finds the truth s
cncemily with other Muslim
slales or even olher slales of

the world will
brother hood.

In recent Gull war three
non-Muslim countries did nol
go against it but also it did not
get any help from them. All
these historical events clearly
indicate that right now Iragq
should try to create true
friendship with others and
must forget Lo attack any other
Muslim country in fulure.
Fighting does not help any na-
tion, bul ruins.

FMA Matin,
11-C, 11/2]4 Mirpur,
Dhakea

revert Lo



