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CERE R

A Commendable
Initiative

We welcome the timely and well thought out
initiative of the Sangskritik Jote regarding auton-
omy for our radio and television. The 19-point
recommendation worked out the Jote' and

at a seminar last Wednesday contains
some valuable suggestions. What the Jote' sug-
gests could form basis of a thoro disclus-
sion on the subject between the la proles-
sionals, the radio and TV authorities and the gov-
ernment. We consider the proposal to set up an
autonomous National Broadcasting Authority
(NBA) with the task of the functioning

of our audio-visual media as one of critical impor-
tance. Such a setup will be able to ensure the

freedom and the creative working environment
which are fundamental for the successful opera-
tion of any media body.

The question of autonomy for our electronic
media is a very important one because it was a
part of the ¢ made to the people during the
anti-autocracy s . However, it is also very

ant because it is linked with the question
of implementing the fundamental tenet of
democracy, namely that of ensuring a free and
unbiased flow of news and information to our
people. Successive imes, eversince the time
when we were part Pakistan, failed to ensure
such a flow of information and to allow the radio
and television to operate under professional
norms, rather than party dictates — or shall we
say, personal whims. Throughout our stru for
uff—tr:temunaunn and later for independence
from Pakistan, the issue of decontrolling the ra-
dio and the TV formed a core part of our basic
demands. Following our liberation in '71, the ex-
pectation ran high that finally the repeated
lﬁ'f“ made during the past decades would be
ulfilied. A brutal answer to our hopes was BKSAL.
Subaetsuenl though a part of the print media
was rele from the stranglehold of the gov-
emment, the plight of the electronic media con-
tinued unchanged.

The rebirth of democracy revives the hope in
our hearts that the popularly elected government
will not shirk away from the pledge it made in
the ‘joint declaration' to which the information
minister eluded during his speech in the 'Jote’
seminar.

It is not only to keep its commitment to the
people that BeFum Zia's government should make
the radio the TV autonomous. There are
other compelling reasons to do so. The first and
foremost of which is to establish credibility. As
long as these media will remain under govern-
ment control, they will never attain any credibil-
ity in the public eye. Endless hours of propaganda
through them about how great the government is
will make neo difference in the public perception
of things. The BNP government should know this
more than anybody else because their electoral
success is the most dramatic example of how lit-
tle impact the Ershad controlled radio and TV
had on the people. In fact more and more Ershad
and his cronies appeared on these two media, the
more people got turned off from them. The mes-
sage here is Lhe opposite is just as true. The
less the government will control our electronic

media the greater will be their credibility and
more the me e of the government — profes-
sionally selected and edited — will be acceptable
to the people.

Inseparably linked with the question of auton-
omy for the electronic media is that of profes-
sional standards. ethics and the ability of our
media professionals to do their job without fear
or favour. We pervert our professional judgement
— and ethics — often out of fear, but not too in-
frequently out of favour. The ability of our au-
tonomous electronic media to acquire a level
of credibility with the people will therefore de-
pend to a large extent on how we are able to rise
above our personal preferences and be impartial,
fair and fearless.

We urge the government to seriously consider
the suggestions contained in the 'Jote' initiative

and Immediatelg open a wide ing public de-
bate on the subject. The faster the government
will act on this issue, the higher will its credi-

bility regarding democratic institution building.

- .
Talking in Percentage

More than 51 per cent of our children up to
the age of seven suffer from malnutrition, the
Parligment was told on Wednesday. That is a
utanm:f piece of information specially when it
comes irom government. The sense of pain it
must te in all healthy minds is somewhat
balanced by an intere supplementary infor-
mation. There are more children suffering from
malnutrition in the towns than there are in the

villages, said State Minister Serajul Haque. This is
quite cnntraﬂlr to the ﬁ)maﬂlng idea that in the
towns they all live well and eat well — including

children. Perhaps this can be explained Very
easily — in the villages there is want widespread
but no bustees packing humans sardine-fashion
canopies. .
This is one of our national maladies — this
talking in percentages which, except for the
stalisticlans and economists etc., no one can
a tail of. Exactly, 51 per cent of
age 7 doesn't mean a until
one knows the population of that particular age
%oufﬁ‘;t can be anything between 30 million and
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if we were told that 2.5 crore of our

children are suffering from malnutrition most of
us could have grasped the reality better. This
heightened sense of reality added -with the
knowledge that cases of malnutrition mostly in-
cluded cases of straight hunger could possibly in-
spire us to action aimed at salvaging children. But
can one stop at that ’ and
forget that hungry c nly hun-
gry parents ? And how many of them are straight-
awdy victims of continual hunger?

It is perhaps more important than that to re-
alise that some two to five crore people will be
here — all adults but havin% very little IQ — re-
sults of protein deficiency that malnutrition en-
talls in the first instance. A nation of morons are
we going to turn into ? You cannot be a Hitler and

m:lcrbc ‘euthanasia’' for those tens of millions.
would then be the way out ?

Talking in percentages saves us from having
unceasing nightmares. Is that why it is so ular
with governments and managers of all klntﬁ%
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wounded In months of
hostilities, the United Nations
Security Cou-nctl arms emb-

arming

and Croatia, the breakaway re-
public headed by
Tudgman.

require an army of detectives
with the authority of the UN
investigators in Iraq. Still,
some Iinformation can be

lg]etncd from official state-
ments

When fighting first. broke
out and the British announced
their em of arms sales to

Yugoslavia, for example, a stag-
gering 400 licenses for the
export of military goods and
high-tech products with mili-
tary ns had to be re-
voked, according to the
London-based Campaign
Against the Arms Trade.

Until at least two years ago,
Britain also had a hand in

training the Yugoslav military.

Indeed, In 45
Yugoslavia's federal govern-
ment has bullt up the fifth
largest fighting force in
Europe. Despite losses and de-
sertions it still has more than
100,000 soldiers, 1,500 tanks,
400 warplanes and a vast
weapons industry which can
supply 90 per cent of domestic
purc as well as those of
many developing countries.

years

by Petar Hadji-Ristic

Foreign Arms Fan Yugoslav Civil Strife

Arms dealers from around the world have contributed to the bloody civil war in Yug-
oslavia, a founding member of the non-aligned movement. While Serbs are allegedly being
armed by the Serb-dominated Yugoslav army Croats and Slovenes are believed to have
varied sources of military supply. Despite repeated ceasefire declarations, the conflict has
raged on, thanks largely to the flow of arms into the loose-knit federation created by Josef
Tito and now being torn apart by his heirs.

All of this for a ¢ountry

John Speight of the Centre for
Defence Studies at Kings
College In London. “"One often
wondered what it was doing at
that size, what it was defend-

ing and against whom.”

The Yugoslav military has
consumed 30 per cent of the
country’'s federal budget. Until
dissident republics seized its
registers, most of the country’s

The military bufld-up has
given Yugoslavia's generals
confidence to resist republican
demands for a looser federa-

tion. It has also prompted se-
cessionist leaders to make
arms deals with black-marke-
teers.
Tracking those fllicit arms
sales s a more difficult task.
The trail leads to at least a
half-dozen countries, to men
who ask no questions and ex-
pect t in suitcases of
used $100 bills.

Slovenian secessionists are
believed to have shopped ex-
tensively in neighbouring
Austria, where arms can be
bought over the counter.
Scores of Slovenian agents
were sent out to buy small
arms, quictly buflding up the
republic’s arsenals for more
than a year.

Austrian arms dealers even
sct up makeshift markets in
the forests 50 kilometres away
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ficials to
830,000 in military equipment

have shipped

to Croatian secessionisty.
Some Croat deals have

come unstuck, however. In
August a Ugandan Airways

in its true perspective is

not known so far it
emphasises on the fact that
somebody carrying on some
kind of income generating
activities in his/her own
premise but doing the work
mainly for a medium or big
industry, with reservation on
marketing of the goods against
some reward, incentive, wages
either directly or through
agency or contractor. For that
matter, the definition hereina-
fter taken into consideration is
that: Home based work means
work carried out by a group of
people in their own premises
against reward, incentive,
wages in their own time and
such works are connected
with a merchant, trader,
industry of any size and the
work orders are procured
through agent or contractor,
who is responsible for the
supply of the finished products
on time, in terms of quality
and quantity, but without any
marketing rights of the fin-
ished products.

IH Bangladesh the concept

This kind of work is gener-
ally carried on in many trades
but those group of workers are
defined as self-employed
workers, and the legislative
control is not applicable. As for
example, a group of women
make 'Birf' in their own
premises during
period and deliver to the con-
traclor against payment, who
finally delivers them to the
trader. The trader supplies the
raw materials to the group.
The trader is exposed to regu-
latory labour laws but the
group, who are working for the
trader in their own premises
cannot be brought under the
purview of those labour laws.
The laws do not authorise any
labour inspector to enter
premises of an individual,
where he lives. Because when
the laws came into existence
this kind of home work was
not conceived.

their lefsure _

Detining Home-based Wor

Home Workers

Under this head it is very
difficult to assess the number
of workers employed in the
conditions to do some work at
home or in others' premises
for any related packing, finish-
ing or fabrication werk.

Some. women groups, how-
ever, are involved iIn group
work at home which s related
to ready-made garment mak-
ing, sweater knitting etc. In
those cases the entrepreneurs
supply design, fabrics, wool,
needles etc. an the groups de-
liver their finished work to the
entrepreneurs for payment of
wages. In terms of the existing
laws they are termed as self-

employed persons.

In another industry we
found that a 'Biri' company
through its agents supplics to-
bacco and papers to women,
particularly in rural areas, and
during leisure time they make
the 'Biris’. Those 'Biris' are
collected by company agents
against payments at piece rate.

Some unauthorised plastic
industries, who with the help
of workers, make water taps
and supply them to plumber
merchants. Similarly, there are
some indigenous brass indus-
tries, who at home make brass
spares and water taps for sup-
ply to the plumber merchants,
but they do it for price per
piece. Here the relationship
between the manufacturers
and workers is maintained
against verbal agreement for
conditions of service and pay-
ment terms. The manufactur-
ers in these cases procure the
raw materials themselves and
sell at a price to merchants.
They cannot sell their prod-
ucts direct to consumers.

In Tongl (Dhaka) Industrial

Area some women procure
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by Anisuddin Khan

order from the shoe industries
and make packing boxes for
them against payment at piece
rate. The workers work in
their own and raw
materials are supplied by the
industry. Some other workers
make the packing boxes for
other industries and finally sell
to hotels, restaurants, cloth
stores, sweet-meat shops. Th-
ey scll their products at ne-
goliated prices. In these cases
workers buy the raw materials
themsclves.

Some persons make ‘inc-
ense sticks’ in their own
premises and sell to traders
for marketing at a negotiated
price. They procure raw mate-
rials themselves, i.e. they have
some investment in the busi-
ness.

Some women collect coirs
and take out the [ibres to sell
to the cushion makers, and
other related furniture indus-
tries, auto-rickshaw body mak-
ers etc. at a negotiated price.
They procure the empty green
coconuts from the streets or in
some cases they but from the
green coconut traders, process
the fibres and sell.

Some women collect cut-
piece fabrics from the tailors,
garment industries and various
other sources and after short-
ing them out sell to various in-
dustries for cleaning of ma-
chines and spares. Those are
sold against a negotiated price.

Few renowned cooks have
now started to supply cooked
food in various functions and
ceremonies st a negoti-
ated price. The cooks procure
the materials. They also have
some assistants to help them.
In turn the assistants learn the
cooking and in course of time
they become main cooks. The

assistants work nst pay-
ment on contract is for a
particular function or cere-
mony. The cook make the fin-
ished food at his own premises
and deliver to the buyers on
time.
In rural areas some women
are involved in ‘embroidered
quilt’ making against a con-
tractual rate per quilt. Those
finished quilts are sold to
traders specially - those who
sell cottage industrial goods.
The work is done in the indus-
trial fashion.

In lunghis, saris,
fabrication of threads are some
kind of work which also falls
within the definition of home-
work.

Rural Home-work

Rural women are involved
in lot of home work like mak-
ing of Chira, Muri and related
materials. They substitute their
income from the work and sell
them directly to collectors at
their doorsteps. For social rea-
sons do not come out of
the house to sell them directly

to consumers. This kind of

practice creates subsidiary
trade or business for their
counterpart male members.

. Earthenware is also
popular and falls wi the
jurisdiction of home-work. The
self-employed persons' home
and place of work are in the
same premises. There is a

decline in this business be-

cause of aluminium and bras-
swares. The business of
brasswares is also declining
because of cheaper plastic,

aluminfum, steelwares etc. The
potters’ business have been
shifted towards

tubs, flower vase
decorative articles.

flower
other

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

performance. | have a very full

recise underltnndln%

must bear the writer's real name, signature and

not to leave their organisation.
In their hearts there is a kind
of fighting. Presumably, none
of them wants to quit though
their patience s growing thin
since events are spinning out
of control. °

One might hear saucy and
delicious stories and casual
remarks about BCCI by ignor-
ing the unstinting efforts that
BCCI] has been making in the
[inancial sector since long.
There is no comfort in this
truth that BCCI has served its
usefulness in many ways de-

the fact that it is neither

pure nor all good. At this
juncture, the concerned au-
should not let any cor-

rupt individual get away with
corruption. In case of any fugi-

tive he should be called back

to the country to make him
face the nemesis. He should
know that to do harm some-
time accounted dangerous
folly. Besides, I think that it is
not fair to generalize about
BCClL. To speak feelingly of
BCCI, let there not be any
strangler of an already suffo-
cated staff of BCCI.

K.S. Nazmul Hasan
Dhanmond{( Dhaka.

Climate for foreign
investment

Sir, | read with interest the
enunciation about foreign in-

. vestment and its bearing with

the Board of Investment made
by Mr M Ghaziul Haque in your
issue of Oct 9. It is true that
bureaucratic confusion, cavil
and lack of clear mandate from
the Government has set at tor-
toise speed the investment ini-
tiative and flow from overseas

people.

But we also must cre-
ate a climate for foreign in-
vestment with our good be-
haviour.

There were criticisms about
the role of some prominent
shipping lines in Bangladesh
that they were allowed to
open their own offices in
Bangladesh and were indulging
in unfair trade practise, carry-
ing mntmbnncr and ' floptin

foreign exchange rules. Such
haucgn and concocted news

may be damaging to the future
flow of foreign investment.
Irreversible foreign ex

manual is there for shipping

'lines and any scope to violate it

is microscopic. Foreign ex-
change is more beguiled
other means of business whic
should be pl . We must
also shun the, politics of ill-
motivation and narrowism to
make inroads for foreign in-
vestment besides overcoming
other misdemeanours.

M I Flussain,
8/6, Segun Bagicha, Dhaka.

The blacksmith now also
makes spares for pumps, nuts,
bolts and construction materi-
als, house-hold fittings and of-
fice furnitures of steel. Tin-
smiths now make over-head

buckets, house-hold appliances
and containers.
There are some composi-

tors, who do the compos-
ing work at home a print-
ing press against ment.
Beﬂt.L. a new has de-

veloped in the recent past
wherein we find that some
people are having computers
mdl providing printers' ser-
vices to their customers. They
almost work like a ‘business
center’ in a five-star hotel.
They perform the work at a

very competitive rate too.

Conditions of Service

The conditions of service of
the home workers:are suited
to their own individual or
group requirements since they
work in their own premises in
most cases. The terms, how-
ever, remain to be decided be-
tween the home workers and
the contractors/sub-contrac-
tors. Such work is not, how-
ever, static.

The work is carried on

during leisure periods
i.e. aiter complying with the
social or family obligations.

It is very difficult to find out
statistics on this kind of home
work unless a specific survey is
carried on. The number of
workers involved in home
work is not, however, pre-
sumably less. Large se
women are involved in this
kind of work but since they do
it along with other work like
family and social work so they
cannot be distinctly identified
how many hours a day one

Board”

Sir, This refers to Ms
Nahtasha Kamal's letter (Oct
12) *Cantonment Educatiornr
Board™ criticizing my sugges-
tion (My letter Oct 2) of creat-
ing a separate Education Board
for cadet colleges and canton-
ment schools and colleges. It
seems that Ms N Kamal con-
siders herself as an intelligent
person. Op October 11, she
wrote a huge letter criticizing
Dhaka Board with reference to
this year's SSC exam result of
Mirzapur Cadet College.

Now, | would like to come
to my idea of creating a
Cantonment Education Board.
Well, the idea although venti-
lated by me was actually
evolved in an informal talk
among certain responsible

ersons. Mr Mohammad
FI.'I.H.I“I.I'I. Secretary. Ministry
of Social Welfare, Dr K M Das,
Director General. National
Institute of Local Govt, Mr
Dulal A Hafiz, Director
(Finance), BFIDC, Mrs Hamida
All, Principal, Vikarunnesa

gment of

those protect the workers
who are or were seif-em-
pbyad_.

situation have to be studied in
depth so that any measure
does not affect their
employment situation. Only
then those workers might be
brought to books for their pro-
tection from all kinds of ex-
ploitation and problems.
It is, however, no

the fact that the nume
strength of .those workers are

increasing every year and at

uﬁhﬁ same time their standard
o ng is c A
But the Mmmmﬁm
are completely unprotected
from the nr:glnal employer,
contractor, sub-contractor and
middleman, in whatever
names they may be called.

The trade unifons, in view of
the existing legislative provi-
sions could not make any ef-
forts to identify the areas of
'home work' and it is a ‘'mirage’

School, Mr N C Baidya of the
British Council were present.
Everyone expressed their per-
sonal experiences pertaining
to the SSC and HSC exams.
Mrs Hamida Ali being a person
in the line told us many inter-
esting facts. Mr Mohammad
Faizullah at one stage of our
conversation told that it
wouldn't be fair to say that cer-
tain favours have been given to
the cadets but we can s
alternative to end confusfons.
It was then the idea of suggest-
ing a separate Cantonment
Board came. In fact, a student
of a general school, which is
large in number in the coun-
try, gets less care and facilities
in comparison to a student of
the Cadet College. Hence, for
developing healthy and impar-
tial competition among the
same type and group of stu-
dents, creation of a separate
Cantonment Board may be
helpful. | hope, Ms I(l.rr-rptl
the point.

M Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural

College, Dhaka-1207.



