The extent of emotienal
shock of a man whose blood

test shows that he is a carrier

of deadly hepatitis B virus can

hardly be measured. Most of
these carrying this type of

virus in the country are de-

tected during the process of
their screening for employ-

ment abroad. Hepatitis-B virus
infection disqualifies a recruit
to get a job in a Middie-East

Destng the lnat ow yoars

most Middle-East countries

jaundice. An individual
afllicted with this dis-
a variety of reasons.
iliness results
infection it is

serious, doctors say.
most incredible aspect
does not relate
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virus infection can show him
to be a carrier while the actual
carrier is certified as non-car-
rier. This is the result of a
wrong diagnostic method
adopted by some pathological
laboratories assigned to screen
the recruits for overseas jobs.
Seven to eight persons out of
100 are found to have B virus
infection after laboratory test
of their blood. sources told
The Datly Star. Of them. some
do not have at all any B virus
infection while a few others

certified by the laboratories as
‘clean cases’' are. in fact, the
carriers ol B virus, the sources
added.

There are persons among
the recruits, who were re-

Victims of wrong diagnosis

By Khalilar Rahman

T

sequent tests of their bleod
carried out in more sophisti-
cated laboratories by the
renowned pathologists wed
that they had no such B virus
infection.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Prof. Mohammad Nazrul Islam,
head of the Department of
Virology of the Institute of
Post-Graduate Medicine and
Research (IPGMR), said that
diagnosis of hepatitis-B virus
infection could be accurately
made by clinical and laboratory
diagnostic methods. A number
ol techniques are available to
detect hepatitis-B virus inlec-
tion in an individual, he added.
Of these methods, ELISA
(Enzyme Linked
Immunosorbent Assay) is the
most sensitive and dependable
technique used for diagnosis of
B virus carriers. In some ol the
modern laboratories in the city
ELISA is applied to detect B
virus infection.

Prol. Islam said that two
other methods, RPHA (Reverse
Passive Haemagglutination)
and Latex were also used in
our laboratories both for diag-
nosis and screening of B virus
carriers. In terms of effective-
ness RPHA comes next to
ELISA. The Latex technique
which is used by the laborato-
ries where the recruits for the

Arab countries are sent for
screening lacks provision for
confirmatory test. The tech-
nique is used because of its
swiftness to perform a test. But
the method does not give full
accuracy in the di is of a
case which is available in two
other methods, ELISA and
RPHA, Prof Islam states.

In this connection Prof
Islam mentioned the result of

Govt suppressing truth
on N'region, say 4 parties

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of four left political
parties yesterday blamed the
government for suppressing
facts on’ the 'famine like' situa-
tion in the northern districts.

The leaders who returned
from a visit to the flood
stricken northern region made
the remarks at a press confer-
ence in the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday afternoon.

The leaders of the CPB,
NAP, Samyabadi Dal and Gano
Azadi League also demanded of
the government to immedi-
ately launch a united relief op-
eration and take up short and
long-term rehabilitation

grammes for the affected pm+

ple.

The leaders who visited af-
fected areas of Kurigram,
Rangpur, and Dinajpur alleged
that a famine-like situation was
prevailing there. People were
dying every day of starvation.
in this connection they cited a
number of cases of death due
to starvation. They also quoted
Abdul Kader, Chairman of
Nohali Union of Gangachara
upazila confirming 33 deaths
in his union alone.

Besides, they also claimed
to have received reports of 30
deaths in Kotwali Thana of

Dinajpur district.
T'gl’l;- mentioned that 3)

' Hijackers enter
hospital, snatch
ornaments

Hijackers entering the
Shishu Hospital in the guise of
patients snatched away orna-
ments valued at Tk 20,000
from Lubna Ahmed, a TV

drama artist Thursday morn-_

ing, reperts UNB.

According to an FIR lodged
with the Tejgaon police the hi-
jackers scaled the walls from
the Pangu Hospfial in the guise
of crippled patients and took
away a diamond ring and a gold
wrist watch set on a gold ban-

gle.

Lubna was attending her
sick child in the hospital and
was paying the ward for

biscuits in front of the
ward when the hijackers
threatened her with a ramdao
and a rusted r.
Other attendants of child
nts, the ward boy, gate
eper and some others
identified one of the hijackers
to be a known criminal who
had heen released from deten-
tion recently and lived in the
vicinity for quite long time.
Lubna's father Mohsenuddin

nurses of the Nurses Training
Center in Dinajpur were at-
tacked with dia a and said
this showed the magnitude of
the situation.

The leaders termed the
government reliefl operation as
scanty compared to demand.

While reading out a written
statement of the four parties,
CPB General Secretary Nurul
Islam Nahid recommended a
11-point step by the govern-
ment to resolve the crisis. The
points included : Supply of ad-
equate reliel goods to the af-
fected areas, continuation of
reliefl operations till new crops
are harvested, provision of
multiple employment for the
affected, starting immediate
planning, ensuring food and
medicine for the children,
preventing diarrhoea, and
malnutrition, taking up agri-
cultural rehabilitation pro-
grammes, suppling of seeds of
rabi crops frec of cost, sanc-
tion of agricultural loans, sup-
ply of house building materials
and steps to check erosion.

Replying to a question, NAP
General Secretary Pankaj
Bhattacharjee accused the gov-
ernment of denying the disas-
ter in the northern districts
due to which the miseries of
the affected people were mul-
tiplying,

" He also blamed the gov-
ernment of hiding the truth

that people were dying of star-
vation

Commenting on the debate
over the 'famine-like’ sttuation
Pankaj said that the image of
the Awami League did not go
down for admitting the 1974
famine and similarly the BNP
would not be removed from
power {f it admitted the truth.

Pankaj blamed the ruling
BNP as well as some other op-
position parties for a lack of
democratic spirit and prac-
tices.

Ershad money

From Page 1 Col. §

Meanwhile, the Fairfax in-
vestigation agency, known for
its probe into the Bofors scan-
dal in India, is nearing end of
its investigation into Ershad's
foreign accounts. But.it is fac-
ing difficulties in getting full
picture of his wealth lying with
foreign banks. "Some banks are
reluctant to divulge any infor-
mation in this regard,” a
competent source told this
correspondent in New York.

" The Fairfax had earlier
made a probe into Ershad's
foreign accounts in connection
with a case filed by his
paramour Marium Mumtaz.
The deposed president was

alleged by her to have de-
Eﬁmd an estimated 200 mil-

n US dollars in foreign
banks.

Momtaz is living in the
United States.

Related story on Page 6

a su conducted at the
IPGMR to detect B virus | .
tien. A study on 1200
donors at the IPGMR revealed
that about four per cent of the
donors were found 10 be ‘false
positive’ and five per cemt of
the actually positive donors
were missed by the Latex
methed. So. just for a rapid
test one must not depend on
the Latex method for deter-
mining a serious ailment like
hepatitis-B virus infection, Prol
Islam added.

Elaborating Profl Islam said
thai ELISA and RPHA were
also very simple types of tech
niques. These take a little
more time for testing than
Latex but the cost for examina-
tion is almost the same in all
the three systems, he added.
The Latex method should be
discarded as has been done in
the advanced countries. Prof
Islam stated.

Referring to the serfousness
of the problem Prof Islam. who
is also general secretary of the
National Aids Committee said
that a number of siudies, ear
lfer conducted, revealed that
about seven per cent of our
population were carriers of

hepatitis-B virus. These carri-
ers are serving as the source
of infection for the susceptible
persons, A survey conducted in
1984 revealed that about 18
per cent of the professional
blood donors in the metropolis
were the carriers of B-virus.

Prof Islam said that there
was no eflective and specific
treatment for chronic active
hepatitis-B virus infection
Often it develops into cirrhosis
and cancer of the liver. But the
disease which spreads [rom
man to man is preventable, he
added.

.1::::-'.!-. -
b '.;.': 1
= ,.-,i &5:;.

As anti-brothel campaigners plan an evict

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, OctL 24 : A
five -member “T.. commit-
tee was formed n a meeting of
town leaders today to find a
solution 1o the problem of the
red-light district in Tanbazar.

District Commissioner
Habibur Rahman and Abul
Kalam, a local MP, also called
on the Unislamie Activities
Resistance Committee to de-
sisl from their
protest rally to the brothel
area Friday .

The standing commitiee
was [ormed in a meeting con-
vened by the district adminis-
tration, at the DC's office in
the afllernoon. of law enlforce-
ment officials and town leaders
including members of the re-
sistance commitlee

The Five-member standing
committee will comprise of a
[irst-class magistrate, a police
officer. a journalist and two
members of the resistance
commillee.

The mecting which lasted
for about three hours was at-
tended by the DC.
Superintendent of Police
Habibur Rahman, Member of
parllament Abul Kalam, former
MP Afzal Hossain. former
chairman of the Municipality.
Nazimuddin Mahmud,
I’resident of the Press Club
Bangshf Shaha, Secretary of
the Press Club Fazlul Hug,
Convenor of the resistance
Committee Jghangir Alam, and
members of the committee
Badiuzzaman and Rafiqul Islam.

It was decided at the
meeting that the immediate
task of the standing committee
will be to locate all the under-
aged prostitutes in Tanbazar
and arrange for their rehabili-
tation.

The meeting also decided
to initiate a drive to eradicate
alcohol and drug abuse from

Narayanganj.

Earlier tn the . & protest
t‘lﬁhl:‘!tmtd.’tl::pm-
tutes were b by a heavy

contingent of police at around
® am. The DC and SP came to
the brothel area around noon.

The inhabitants of the
Tanbazar red-Hght district ex-
pressed their helplessness at
the existing sfituation. They
also conveyed their feeling of
insecurity because of threats
made by he Resistance
Committee.

The district administration
assured them protection
against any attacks.

Meanwhile, the Resistance
Committee continued to dis-
tribute leaflets around the
town advocating participation
in the protest rally Friday.
They also called on people,
through loud speakers to
gather at the Phalpatti area
after Juma prayers to take part
in the protest rally.

BSC ship

From Page | Col. 7.

detained at a port in Belgium
on charge of non-payment of
dues amounting to Taka four
crores.

BSC sources said. the ship
‘Banglar Kakoli’ was detaincd.
on October 18 following a casc
filed by a container marketing
organization of Belgium de-
manding immediate payment
of the outstanding dues. Efforts
were being made to get the
ship relcased immediately, the
sources added. BSC s sullering
a per day loss of Taka two lakh
fifty thousand as port charges
and operating costs.

Several other ships of BSC
were detained at Singapore
carlier for non-payment of
outstanding dues,.
Consequently 3SC had to bear
the brunt of heavy [inancial
loss for the release of those
ships.

BCL (S-A) memo
to Home Ministry

By DU Correspondent

Chhalra Leaguc (S A). the
student wing of Awami League
submitted a memorandum to
the Ministry of Home Affairs
Thursday noon demanding
immediale release of all its ar-
rested leaders and workers.

It also demanded with
drawal of [alse cases filed
agains! its leaders and work-
crs.

BCL IS-A) at a rally held
ncar the Secretariat alleged

thai the law enforcing agencies

were harassing its activists
throughout the country by
indiscriminate arrests.

The rally was addressed by
Ashim Kumar Ukil. Gencral
Secretary of BCL central com
mitiee, Golam Mostala Suzan
and Quamruzzaman Ansari.
President and General
Secrctary respectively of s
DU umit.

Speakers blamed BNP's
student front Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) for the dete-
rioration of the situation at the
educational institution and al-
leged that the law enforcing
agencies were taking no mea-

sures to arrest the armed
hoodlums of JCD.
They. however, refterated

their call to gear up united
movement for realising ten-
poimt demands of the student
community.

Time to end war,
Sharif tells
Mujahideen

ISLAMABAD., Oct 24
Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil told Alghan
guerilla leaders at a meeting
today the time was right to
end the n war and urged
them to back a United Nations
peace plan, reports Reuter.

The four-hour mecting
agreed to send a Mujahideen
delegation to Moscow In the
first week of November for
talks on Soviet suggestions
that include a transitional
coalition in Kabul

e

ion drive today, prostitutes of Tanbazar

:

, known to be the biggest red-light

district of the country, brought out a procession in Narayanganj town yesterday. They said they would resist today’s

eviction drive.

Hasina : Govt, opposition

From Page 1 Col. 2

of 12th Amendment Bill.
though. according to her,
some provisions in the bill
were undemocratic.

She said that all concerned
had the responsibility to sus-
tain the democratic changes
brought in recently. She main-
tained that the ruling party
would have to practice toler-
ance if it had any intention to
serve people's interest.

Dwelling on the past anti-
autocratic movement, the AL
chief said that her party always
stood for change of power
through a constitutional way.

"l was always against martial
law and chose the course of ac-
tion accordingly for which 1
was often misunderstood”, she

Hasina mentioned that the
Ershad regime was compelled
to handover power peacefully
under constitutional provisions
as suggested by her on
November 6 last year.

The AL chief alleged that an
'‘tnvisiBle power' has been con-
trolling everything in the
country and said. "Awami
League wanted to save the na-
tion: [rom such an invisible
power and restore constitu-
tional rule.” -

When asked about her views
on the campus situalion,
Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment could stop the vio-
lence if it desired.

- She maintained that it was
not difficult for government to

‘plug the sources of arms sup-

ply to the campuses. A

She alleged that the ruling
party wanted to reign over all
the educatignal institutions
which resulted in widespread
violence on the campuses. She
mentioned that a number of
Chhatra League workers were
killed by the BNP-backed stu-
dent organisation in the recent

| past

Hasina held the government
responsible for the use of arms
on the campuses and said,
"Without government patron-
age, none can carry arms in
the campus.”

The AL chiel also alleged
that Jagannath Hall, Zahurul
Haque Hall. and SM Hall of the
Dhaka University came under
several police raids for the re-
covery of arms. But police did
never raid Mohsin Hall, Surja
Sen Hall, 'Zia. Hall and
Bangabandhu Hall where the
ruling party's student wing had
strongholds.

Hasina said that she had ad-
vised law enforcing authorities
to raid all the halls at a time,
but it was ignored.

In reply to a question, the
AL chief said that her party
would fulfil its commitment to
ensure f[reedom of press.
During the discussion, the
Editors apprised the Leader of
the Opposition of the problems
arlain?
control on the advertisements
and said this was an obstacle
to the freedom of the press.

Sanaullah Noori, President
of the Council of Edijtors
presided. over the discussion
meeting attended by 28
Editors representing Daily
newspapers and news agen-
cies. Amir Hussain Amu, joint

secretary of the AL, was also
present.

Hardliner Shamir
will lead team
to ME confce

JERUSALEM, Oct 24
Prime Minister "Yitzhak
Shamir's move to muscle
Fo Minister David Levy
out of Middle East peace talks
has sent Israel's scene
into turmoil, reports AP and
AFP. '

out of government °

— Star photo

" of the exporters hit

Northern situation '
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sion to join the session on
October 27 with the assurance
of the Speaker to open a dis-
cussion on the situation in the
northern districts.

Briefing newsmen the Chief
Whip of the Awami League

‘Mehammad Nasim said that

the government could realise
its mistakes and took a posi-
tive decision by accepting the
demand of the Opposition to
allow discussion on the situa-
tion.

He also said that the Awami
League and other opposition
parties might join the session
on October 27 with the assur-
ance of the Speaker. He said
that the Speaker and the Chief
Whip of the Treasury bench

came to them in the afternoon

yesterday to discuss the issue.

Mohammad Nasim however
said that the Treasury bench
members should also practice
democratic norms for institu-
tionalizing democracy.

He also hoped that the
Treasury bench members
would always try to keep the

‘prestige of the Leader of the

Opposition and the opposition
members in Parliament to al-

low democracy to . function
without any hindrance.

The session resumed yes-
terday with Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni in the
chair at'around 4.45 p.m

The Speaker, immediately
after resumption of the House
entered the order of the day
with question-answer session.
Except one guestion from
Sardar Shakhawat Hossain
Bakul (BNP), all the questions
of the day were to be asked by
the opposition miembers, most
of whom were found absent.
The opposition members ex-
cept those from the Jatiya
Party and the Jamaat-e-islami
boycotted the session.

The leader of Jamaat-e-

Islami Parliamentary Party
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami was also absent, while
Barrister Moudud Ahmed of
the Jatiya Party was in his seat
only for a while. Attendance of
Treasury bench members was
also thin. ,
In the absence of the
Opposition bench members
some Treasury bench mem-
bers moved their questions
with permission of the Chair.

' The House was adjourned at

5.35 p.m for Magreb prayers to
resume at 6.30 p.m with
Speaker Sheikh Razzak All in
the chair.

The Speaker informed the
House that a former member
of erstwhile East Pakistan
Assembly, Shafiuddin Ahmed,
died on October 17 at his
Dhaka residence dnd the
House would condole his death
to show respect to the parlia-
mertarian.

The obituary resolution read
out by the Speaker described
late Ahmed as an able parlia-
mentarian. A copy of the reso-
lution would be sent to the
family members of Ahmed.:

Maulana Ataur Rahman of
the BNP led the prayer for the

ace of the departed soul.

he House observed one-
minute silence to condole the
death.

Armed rally

at Jhenidah
JHENIDAH, Oct 24 : About
25 people with firearms
brought out a procession at
Madhupur old bazar in Sadar
upazila, five kilometres off
here Wednesday evening. The
essionists are suspected
to be linked with underground
political parties. When con-

tacted, police acknowledged
the incident, reports UNB.

The Midnight Filc
Ukraine accepts Soviet
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control of N'arms

KIEV. Oct 24 : The Ukrainian parliament today acccpied
centfal Soviet control over nuclear arms on #ts territory but

demanded a veto right over their use. A statement adopted by
the legislature also said the republic aimed 1o become a nu
clear-free zone and was ready to start talks with all sides con-

cermed. reports Reuter

L

Rioting erupts in Zaire

KINSHASA, Oct 24

Violent protests st Zaire's
President Mobutu Sese Seke erupted today .:h

battled against crowds of demonstrators. By

troops
several

casualties, but no deaths, were confirmed in the capital
Kinashasa. Furious crowds threw up roadblocks and burned
buses and private cars, reports Reuter.

Gas leak : 99 hospitalised in India

NEW DELHI. Oct 24 : Ninety-nine people were taken to

hospitals in western India after a truck

overturned, t

AFP

carrying
a leak, the Press Trust of India
reported today. The accident. late W
near Thane city. No further detalls were

, ook place
. reports

Jamuna Bridge
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senpel.

Dwelling on the wages and
salaries of the workers and
employees, Karaske said the
World Bank felt that these
should be fixed in line with the
growth of productivity. There

 are enough examples of sick

industries in the public seetor
which demonstrate ineffi-
ciency and mismanagement by
the authofities.

Answering a question
whether the World Bank was
opposed to the wage-hike of
the workers, Karaske said the
World Bank belteves in opti-
mum ulilisation of the public
sector resources. ‘It Is impor-
tant to keep in mind ‘what is
viable and what is not viable'.

Karaske said it was unfortu-
nate that there is poverty in
the country and the people's
income level is low. There
should not be ambitious pro-
grammes taken up by the gov-
ernment, Karaske added.

Talking about the country’s
economy, Karaske said
Bangladesh's growth rate was
3.5 to 4 per cent this year and
the trend suggested that it will
coptinue to rise at the same
rate in future.

Economic performances of
the last fiscal year were suc-
cessful because of the good
harvest. He said this year's
economic performances might
suffer a setback because of the
after-effects ‘of the cyclone
which hit Chittagong and other
coastal districts.

Karaske said that the gov-
emment should take a number

”| of steps to confront the prob-

lems of relatively low private
and public sector investments,
bureaucratic snags and admin-
istrative bottlenecks. There is
a need to simplify the process
of reimbursement of the duties
by admin-
istrative bottlenecks.

He said that privatisation of
the 'mon-viable’ public sector
entefprises was a key element
to the successful implementa-
tion of the govermament poli-
cies. He advocated for
disinvestment of the enter-
prises running at huge losses.

Dwelling on the World
Bank's lending programmes,
Karaske said that the Bank's
lending programmes in the
developing countries, espe-
cially in Bangladesh, continue
to be strong. "We will certainly
go for wide level OD assistance
to Bangladesh along with our
commitments,’ Karaske said.

He said that the Bank's
lending gave priorities to the
country's poverty alleviation

programmes, education, health
and population programmes.
Pointing to the vast poten-
tials, Karaske said Bangladesh
demonstrated enough poten-
tials in exports and manufac-
luring sectors. Liberalisation of
trade has led to the entry of
‘unlimited market' export. For

shiceessiul growth of the see-
tors in question, manufacture
and exports need to be com-
petitive.” Karaske told news-
men.

He said that high tarifl bar-
ricrs and ineflicient manage-
ment tended to distort
allocation of resources. In
regard. liberalisation was nee-
cssary. he added.

On the question of with-
drawal of subsidy on
tural inputs, Karaske said #t
was not true that the World
Bank was opposed to all sub-
sidies. 'We are opposed to
subsidies which have no spe-
cific utilities,’ Karaske said.

He said, ‘we are in full
agreement with the
(Bangladesh) government to
reduce subsidy on fertiliser.” It
was a universally recognised
fact that the more efficient the
management, the better result
you expect, Karaske saidd.

Denying a newsman's sug-

gestion that Bangladesh's
. economy was down de-
spite massive of foreign

said. the World Bank resident
mission chiel Christopher
Willoughby said that the coun-
try's growth rate of four per
cent was quite modest com-
pared to many African coun-
tries where rate did
not come to a reasonable level
over the years. He said quite a
lot of accomplishments have
been made in the country's ef-
forts for economic develop-
ment.

Willoughby said, that the
country's food situation was
better than before and the fe-
male literacy rate had doubled
to 25 per cent now from a

13 per cent alfter the
liberation of the country,

He said that the country’s
growth was very much cur-
tailed by the high population
growth. the number one prob-
lem for g

He said that the country
needed to find a new strategy
for development to achieve a
higher economic return.

Garments workers
demand

implementation

of labour laws
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Garments Sra-

mik Federation on Thursday
morning submitted a six-point
memorandum to Director,
Labour and Chief Inspector of
the Labour Directorate dem-
anding strict implementation
of labour and :factory laws,
ensuring free functioning of
trade unions, realisation of
minimum wage scale and
action against garment units
breaking the law.
* The f{ederation demanded
that the laid-off garment fac-
tories be put into operation
inmredint:g.

CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS

All concerned are requested to note the
following changes, effective Saturday the
26th of October, 1991:

Old Numbers:

50 00 90
to
50 00 99

New Numbers:

86 10 56
to
86 10 69

The World Bank
Resident Mission in Bangladesh
\ 3A Paribagh, Dhaka 1000
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