That is the
hand, however, the
and the prime minist

pohtjcur? should not h:.n insu -
problem for a coun t pre-
serve its dcmncnt:{:huncter more or less In-

tact in spite of enormous tunplauu{l';u t_tﬁl::c con-
trary. With authoritarianism domina -
ical wﬂnmth.eutmdmdﬁiﬂy

to the north, it is to Ankara's immense credit
that it to hang on to pluralism. The

now is to conduct its state of affairs on
the of what the French call "co-habitation” —

an executive president living in peace with a
hostile and cabinet.

Co-habitation is now essential for Turkey, not

to confirm the maturity of its democratic

em, but because is the last

thing needed by in the present political

environment.

The problems Ankara are massive. To
begin with, it desperately wants to become a
member of the European Community for eco-
nomic as well security reasons. Political maturity

and economic development are vital if Brussels is

to be ressed. The flare-up with the Kurds,
with the Turkish military c out cross-bor-
der raids into Iraq to attack Kurdish bases, is not
a healthy development, and one suspects, the
Turkish itical leadership rec the de-
ve as such. In more days, Turkish
leaders have of a desire to look for a polit-

ical solution to the Kurdish problem, which has
done immense good to inter-ethnic relations in-
side the country. The task now is to carry that
forward to actual deed. In order to meet Kurdish
demands even hall-way, Turkey needs to achieve

a broad political consensus inside , and
that should be the priority of Ozal and
Demirel,

In addition, the contin ethnic strife inside
the Soviet Union, with Aze an and Armenia
still at each other's throats across the border

from Turkey, it is vital that Ankara maintains in-
ternal sta and aid European powers in defus-
ing the potentially explosive nationality crisis.

That crisis has o up centuries-old ethnic
tensions In central and southern Europe. A stable,
politically mature Turkey could play a vital role in

achi ace, If not harmony, in the fon.
T do I o

But to at, Turkey must be at ﬁace with it-
self. Which uires successful co-habitation be-
tween Ozal Demirel.

»
Turning the Menace
»
mto a Boon

Unauthorised VCR shows have become rampant
in different parts of the district, so says a rt
from Sirajganj. It could indeed have come
any of our district towns and published in the
whele gamut of our national press. In fact, that is
what has been happening for the last so many
years. And complaints from disturbed minds —
teachers and religious preachers and journalists
are among them — gain in frequency and inten-
sity as the number of VCR sets in the villages
mounts and the whole of our population on
being netted inexorably by Lﬁg small machine's
ever- tentacles.

The S8irajganj rfhpurt's ug:emng sentence,
quoted exactly from the Daily Star, is of course in
horrible journalese, complete with ' '. And
with practised sloppiness it talks about
unauthorised’ VCR shows without even caring if
there were ‘authorised’ VCR shows. Commercial
exploitation of pre-recorded video-cassettes is il-
legal and there is no way of shows charging gate-
money can be ‘authorised’ without lnfrln%ng
upon copyright restrictions. But this is a [ine
point compared to other more weighty concerns
generated lI)'.)y the new fad. Commercial exploita-
tion of pre-recorded audio-cassettes are also
banned by law — but no more an issue now be-
cau:c of t; literal cassette mvgtl:unn.

ore than any copyright ests, the VCR—or
precisely VCP— shows are disturbing the minds
of leaders of society because of the fare they offer.
Commercial VCP shows, to get round an insured
clientele of addicts resort the forces of the
prurient and lurid — presenting exhibftionistic
perversions of that most sacred activity that

prayagatmandumhprmuhfc.lnamm

th MMW ed for sex re-
pression over centuries the 'blue film' es of
sets a train of

as

ut it to uses leading to

ly a hundred thousand VCP
h and

Country Awaits a New Agenda for Development

lndcsh by
cleclted government

the country.
in recent wecks, Lthese
the

Bangkok,
cgation of the

In a different nﬂu:-lt. the subject alse
cropped up at the Commonwealth Summit at
Harare, where British Prime Minister John

Major announced his

agencics.
Chaudhury will be representing the country at

this seminar.

Generally speaking, government leaders have
about these signals, feclings

which are shared by non-official experts and
members of the private seclor, who also held

mixed feclings

talks with the Pronk mission.
In the first

ey b e, I
nalions
which, on the one hand, reflect their
assurances of support for the democratically-
and., on the other,
underscore their concern at the slow pace In the
formulation of a new agenda for devclopment for

of the World (WH) and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), held in

and during the visit of a high
Economic Community

place, il officials Lake comilort
from the assurance, offered by both WB and EEC

OLD CONCERNS, NEW SIGNALS

have come at

level del-

t's decision (o

much funds ald agencies and industrialised

is vast region ofl to a good

- start on the road to economic resurgence. Where
human righis. Observers here say will these funds, certain to run into billions

the peace talks with the Arabs tn Madrid

ter this month.
No matter how one looks at the scenario, aid
prospects for the developing countries scem

unlikely to brighten up in coming ycars. This 1s

now
NaUons,

any saving they
be diverted fo their aid p
to meel the target, sct by the United
the Offictal Development Assistance
fODA) to the Third World countries.

ing since industrialised

donor nations have given no indications yet that
make [rom their arms cut would

or that are

academicians, must get used to a lot of plain
spcaking in a two-way communication with

donor agencies on the economy of Bangladesh.

By now, it is obvious that if international ex-

perts are uinély
demrlt::"uhh

opportunity for promoting a people-basced devel- of East Asta —
opment, they remain concerned over contradic-
tions and inconsistencies which mark the

for past 20 ycars, a laflure

found out during their meet-
ings with the EEC mission, their concerns touch
on two diflerent but related areas : First, the
(aflure of the successive administrations to re-
duce the level of absolute poverty which has re- interaction wi
mained almosl constant at close to 50 per cent
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from an elitist domination
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and

must be

carefully drawn up 10 deal with our old concerns

much-needed In a complex global aid environment. If one can-
both official and not talk about passing on only the losing indus-
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Balance of Terror Still Reigns Despite Cuts

by Daya Kishan Thussu

President George Bush won kudos around the world for his unilateral move in September
to cut US tactical nuclear weapons. Within days, President Mikhail Gorbachev responded
in kind. Despite the fanfare over cuts, there has been little discussion of the massive
nuclear arsenals still in place.

N what has been billed

the first act of unil-

ateral nuclear disa-
rmament since the nuclear age
began in 1945, United States
President George Bush,
announced sweeping cuts in
his country's vast nuclear
arsenal.

His September proposals
reflected a fundamental re-
evaluation of American defence
policy in the post-Cold War
era. They will see the US re-
move all tactical nuclear
wea from submarines and
warships and withdraw all its
short-range nuclear weapons
from Europe.

Bush’'s announcement gen-
erated widespread surprise
and was a great public rela-
tions triumph. Observers were
asking whether it was timed
with an eye on this year's
Nobel Peace Prize a next
year's US election!

But critics of the US initia-
tive say Bush's real aim is to
reduce the most advanced
Soviet nuclear programmes
while maintaining the main
clements of his own govern-
ment's "strategic modernisa-
tion” proposals.

For instance, Bush has
called on Moscow to eliminate
its SS-18 multi-warhead mis-
siles, the main strength of the
Soviet nuclear force, while
leaving intact the US's own
three-pronged Triad force of
bombers, submarines and
Inter-Continental Ballistic
Missiles (ICBMs).

address.
'A TV Folly'

Sir, I've gone through your
editorial 'A TV Folly' in your
17th Oct issue. [ can't help
writing a few lines about it
Few of my old acquaintances
are working with TV News. So
| was also one of them who
took the trouble of making
calls to BTV News for its folly
in editing or handling our
Prime Minister's performance
of Omrah in their 8 o'clock
news. Was it an advertent mis-
take (as 'old habits die hard)
or an inadvertent one?

Anyway, it was interesting
to learn the fact from BTV
Newsroom that could be suc-
cinctly put here. The producer

was reportedly in charge
of editing Begum Khaleda Zia's
Omrah performance is quite a
new hand in that. However,
the real trouble came for him
when his boss allegedly ap-

proached him with a lt:ﬂgu-
tion like that — "Keep the
moncy

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

In addition, Bush has not
halted development of the B-2
Stealth bomber or the contro-
versial Strategic Defence
Initiative project known as
Star Wars.

Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev responded to Bush's
initiative by announcing that
Moscow will eliminate nuclear

Editor who coordinates the
whole bulletin or the Director
of News who heads the
Rampura office of the special
envoy of the Information
Minister, the DDG?

Another lapse made by the
BTV news officials was telecast
by the BTV News itself on the
previous day. It went like this
— "There was no official repre-
sentation from BTV News to
recefve the AsiaVision award
for their excellent and timely
coverage and speed”. The cer-
emony was held in Kuala
Lumpur recently. Are they

:l.ﬁgluh in contrast to their -

news speed?

| am glad to know that an
inquiry committee is reported
to have been formed regarding
this matter. The cause of BTV's
frequent folly should be found
as soon as possible before
there hardly comes any recur-
rence of this error.

|

78/C, Gulshan Avenue
Dhaka

artillery shells and nuclear
warheads from all its tactical
missiles.

Gorbachev also promised to
destroy some nuclear-
cquipped surface-to-air mis-
siles and pull all of them back
from battle-ready forces to"
cniral bases.

With the Soviet Union ap-

( parcntly on the verge of disin-
_J) lcgration, Gorbachev has sized

the moment to announce the
culs while he is still in control
of the country's nuclear policy.
lic justifies the moves by say-
ing they are in line with the

Strategic Arms Reduction

Treaty (START) signed in July.

Gorbachev has also an-
nounced a moratorium on
Soviel nuclear tests. This may
have been prompted by the
decision of the president of
Kazakhstan. Nursultan
Nazarbaye¢v, to shut down test
sites in the centra! Asian
republic. |

Bush's proposals were un-
doubtedly influenced by a real-
isation that negotiated disar-
mament would be much casier
while the Soviet nuclear arse-
nal was still under the
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way to live
in Bangladesh, first crossed
the boarder, then cate
fleceing took place. Many of
them turned FFs and fought
the fierce battle and fortu-
nately freed the country. The
nation is proud of them. Their
sacrifice will remain ever
bright in the hearts of us all.

Whatever t be the rea-
sons in favour of those who ap-
pear to have acted against the
FFs, it is clear that the collabo-
rators' activities were nothing
but sabotageous and heinous.
But not all the suspects are
‘collaborators’' or '‘Rajakars’ in
reality. And for the greater in-
terest of a poor country like
Bangladesh this sort of ene-
mity such as calling one
‘Rajakar’ by another within the
same nation must no longer be
allowed to prevail. Enemity
weakens both the parties, and
unity strengthens the nation as
a whole. The very proverb,
"respect begets respect,” may
be taken as a lesson to follow
by both the es. Enemity,
Jealousy and hatred never help
anybody. Now, if we are patri-
ots, we must work with re-
sponsibility, and to do that, we
must learn to love and respect
others.

It must be borne in mind
that only bringing indepen-
dence {s not enough.
Responsibilities for the safety,
security and prosperity of the
country are also equally r-
tant, and ensure that fellow-
feeling and co-operation work
lllhhprmndlthn. Ind

responsibility, everybod
must work hlrdtym hand u:c:{
shoulder to shoulder, forget-
ting all the bitterness t
emerged in the wake of
Liberation War or otherwise in

the past. Some people were
decl-gﬂyhnd were war-

‘around
Likewise, this jetting perfor- |

Kremlin's exclusive control.

With the weakening of
Moscow's authdrity, and delay
in disarmament could lead © a
proliferation of new nuclear
powers in the asscriive
republics, whose nuclear am-
bitions the US wants to keep
in check.

Alrecady, Kazakhstan and
Ukraine have opposed a sug-
ﬁmn by Boris Yeltsin, presi-

t of the Russian Federation,
that all former Soviet nuclear
weapons be concentrated in
Russia.

The Bush administration
has urged the Soviet Union to
make radical cuts in its huge
nuclear arsenal so as to revi-

talise its ailing civil economy.

Omitted from Bush's disar-
mament proposals are the air-
launched tactical nuclear
weapons based in Europe. That
omission could lead to “a dis-
‘pute with Germany, which has
resisted any increase in for-
eign nuclcar presence on its
soil, particularly since the de-
cline of communism in the
Eastern bloc.

Under Bush's programmc

=

but could not our country
to develop ltghn:E:l.ntly. Love
for country is shown not by
mere words but by effective
works. What we see now s
difference of opinion and in-
tolerance due to which hun-
dreds of political parties have
evolved and opposed groups
are fighting and killing each
other's workers. So long this
‘difference’ will prevail, we

cannot expect any thing better.
We must want an end to it.

F M A Matin
11-C, 11/2/4 Mirpur, Dhaka

Bangalee superwoman

Sir, Who says "Bangalee
women are lagging behind"?
Average Bangalce woman is no
longer shy, modest, conserva-
tive housewife having over-
come many phobias by now
and has been disproving ageold
concepts of Weaker Sex one
‘alter another.

Flying an airplane used to
be a men's risky job, but to a
Bangalee woman flying a
DC10-30 was a task equivalent
to assa Mt. Everest until
27 September 1991 when a
Bangladeshi f{emale pilot
landed as the "first woman in
Asia” to have flown a wide-body
jet.

Like babysitting, western
women have been experiment-
ing in the outer space, which
is encou g women [lyers
the world today.

mance of the Bangladeshi
mother-aviator has given the
nation's pridc a somooth-as-
silk take-off, as has boosted
the ballooning hopes of

Bangladeshi womenlfolk who
are overlooked as unsuitable

for a cockpit because of gender

Bepr
M. Rahman

Mymensingh 2200

1.400 US nuclear bombs
will remain on British and
German airfields, and an esti-
mated 5,440 nuclear warheads
will stay abeard US ballistic
submarines.

Moreover, the US proposals
do not address the issue of
British and French nuclear ca-
pacity.

In recent years Britain has
increased the number of nu-
clear warheads on its subma-
rine fleet from 128 warheads
to 512.

For their part, the French
now possess an estimated 600
warheads and their new sub-
marines and air-launched
missiles are expected to have
more than 1,500 warheads by
the late Nineties.

Moscow wants Britain and
France to join any superpower
disarmament negotiations. But
both Britain and France have
insisted that their nuclear
stockpiles are too insignificant
to warrant their joining in any
global round of disarmament.

Nonetheless, it is estimated
that present armament plans
will see Britain and France in
control of more than 2,000
warheads by 1995. By that
time the US and Soviet Unioh
will have an estimated 10,000
warheads in their arsenals.

French President Francois
Mitterrand has called for
nuclear disarmament talks
among the US, the Soviet
Union, Britain and France. But
it is difficult to imagine how
any meaningful global disar-
mament could be achieved
without the participation of

OPINION

China. the world's other major
nuclear .

China has welcomed the
US-Soviet disarmament initia-
tives. But its leaders have been
silent on the implications of
those moves for its own strate-
gic arsenal of 12 inter-conti-
nental and 60 medium-range
nuclear missiles.

In the past China has indi-
caled that it would be ready to
negotiate nuclear disarmament
only when the other super-
powers have achieved a 50-
per-cent reduction in their
nuclear capabilities.

The West is delighted at
the Soviet nuclear cuts, com-

ing as they did eight days after
Bush's proposals.

Still, Gorbachev may be able
to take some credit for the
Bush initlatives. He can argue
the US moves came in
response to his own "New
Thinking" in foreign policy, a
fundamental shift in strate
for which he was awarded
1990 Nobel Peace Prize.

However, much work re-
mains to be done before
Gorbachev's vision of a neclear-
weapons-{ree world by the year
2000 can be realised.

A total nuclear test ban
would promote disarmament
and improve the chances of
implementing the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT)
now s by 142 countries.
But both the US and Britain
oppose such a ban.

Unless the big nuclear pow-
ers drastically reduce their
combined arsenal new
members will want to join
their exclusive club, and the
capacity for Mutually Assured
Destruction (MAD) that has
haunted our age will continue
to dominate global strategic
thinking. — GEMINI NEWS

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU is
Associlate Editor of Gemini
News Service.

BOT

Sometime back The Star
published an interesting arti-
cle on BOT — Bring, Operate,
and Transfer. The interna-
tional funding agencies are re-
ported to be interested in this
ncw way of undertaking pro-
jects in some of the developing
countries. Expert multinational
companies (or consortiums)
with the necessary expertise
undertake mutually agreed
highr-tech projects, by bringing
in all the equipment, carry out
the installation; and operate
the project for sometime to
recover the cost (with some
ll?rnﬁt margin); and then trans-
er the whole system to the lo-
cal authorities free of charge,
for future local operation and
management. The merit of
such schemes are said to be
quick implementation of a
project; on the job training
and experience of local stafl,
and later, management at high
efliciency. The beneficiary
country would not have to in-
cur any expenditure in foreign
exchange.

The idea looks good on pa-
per. It needs to be examined
whether BOT would be suc-
cessful in h. The re-
sults obtained in other coun-
tries have to be studied care-
fully.

There are several projects
which come to mlncr which
might be considered for initia-
tion under BOT, which eould
not so long take off for one

a closer look at BOT,

reason or another; the main
hurdle being the harnessing of
the foreign exchange compo-
nent, especially in the case of
huge projects.

Even il the feasibility report
on a pilot project be positive,
there are formidable psycho-
logical barriers to be overcome
in ob national consensus
from the public, the opposition
parties, and even within the
administration itself.

BOT looks like an attractive
option in view of the tight in-
ternational money market,
with the combined resources
of the donor agencies not be-

‘ ing able Lo meet the increasing

demands from more and more |
applicants from n emerg-
ing countries, who are becom-
ing eligible for aid.

Some of the new projects
which might be considered for
accelerated execution are : |)
modern telephone network,
modular, first in the national
capital and the divisional
headquarters, to be followed by
completion of the national
network; ii) gas distribution in
the northern zone; 1if) com-
mercial exploitation of the
proved coal resources; iv) ex-
ploration of new ofl and re-
serves; v) setting up of ltln-
frastructure for primary edu-
cation.

There is no harm in having

A. Mawaz
Dhaka




