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Upazila roundup
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me community in different
parts of the distriet.
Atotal of 111

F“#ﬂlﬂd:c
were erected throughout
district. Of them., 36 were

erected Iin sadar upazila
23 in Kushtia town,
in Khoksa, in

large number of people of

- all ages visited the puja man-
daps Thursday. s were
distributed among the' visitors
at different mandaps.

After the celebration they
embraced cach other and cx-
changed grectings and  ar-
ranged special foud on the oc-

PANCHAGARH
Six senior
madrashas to
be constructed

Oct 20 :d_ d'[:e Facilities
of

Mhu ur:*tqu:n a
project to construct six non-
government senior madrashas
in the districts of greater
r during the current

Bocal pear, reports UNB

hemr&!ng to official

constructed in Dinajpur, two
in Thakurgaon a one in
Panchagarh.

electrical discipline., the

source added.
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BAU halls
closed till Oct 30

Oct 20 : Due to unavoidable
reasons. all Halls of Residence,
classes and examinations of
Bangladesh Agricultural
University will remain closed
from October 18 to October
30, says a notification duly
signed by the Registrar of the
University.

This announcement was
made in accordance with the
decision arrived at an emer-
gency meeting of BAU
Syndicate held on October 16.

JHENIDAH

Contraband
goods seized

Oct 20 : The law enforcing
 agency personnel seized two
Hund pieces of video cas-
setie players worth about Taka
50 lakh and four bales of
polyester clothes worth about
Taka 20 lakh on Thursday near
Alomkhali under
upazila on Jhenidah-Magura

According to official
sources, a mobile team
scarched two trucks and re-
covered the goods.

MALJIDEE COURT
91 shallow

tubewells

installed

Ocl 20 : N‘rkhah ras-
hava installed 91 r::lluw

tubewells and 469 sanitary
latrines in 16 slum areas under
slum improvement as-
sisted by UNICEF during
1990-91, reports UNB.

About 1000 families were
ensured supply of pure water
under the programme. They
were also provided with elec-
tricity and other basic ameni-
ties of life.

According to official
sources, an amount of Tk 2.56
lakh has been disbursed among
the 252 slum families as loan
for running small business to
attain self-reliance. The loan
will be repaid by 48 equal in-
stalments.

Several includ-
ing Health, Family

Education have
also been introduced in these

slum arcas.

NARAYANGANJ
~ 3000 children
fall victim to
night blindness
From Our Correspondent

Oct 20 : 3000 children in

Rupganj upazila have fallen
yictim to Nyctalopia (night

Magura Sadar
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RANGPUR: Teesta amﬁm has taken a serious tur:n". Photo shows major portion of a house
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swallowed by the river at Pirgacha.
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Eroéion renders
4500 homeless
in C' nawabganj

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Oc¢t
20: About 1,500 le of
three upazilas of the district
have been rendered homeless
due to unabated erosion by the
rivers Mohananda and Padma
over the last one month, re-
ports UNB.

The worst affected arecas
are: Namonimagachi, Alatohl
and Narayanpur of Sadar

ol

— Star photo.

| Spurious Indian insecticides

flood markets

RAJSHAHI, Oect 20:
Spurious Indian pesticides
have flooded markets in
Rajshahi, Natore, Naogaon and

Chapainawabganj districts.

Some dishonest traders have
been selling contraband spuri-
ous pesticides in the rural
markets for a long period. it is

alleged.
Indian pesticides like
and

Agrohecto, Lodinhibel
Acron, Hilbish are freely sold
at a very cheap rate. The farm-
ers have been purchasing
these items without knowing
its effects and chemical reac-
tion. Local agricultural scicn-
tists said that extensive use of
Indian pesticides decreases
of paddy and destroy solil
rtility. The spurious pest-
cides are also causing health
hazard and various kinds of
ailments to the consumers of

agro-products.

According to a report, one
variety of these insecticides is
so strong that it kills not only

From Our Correspondent

the harmful insects but kills
even those who are helpful in
increasing soil fertility. To save
the fertility of land selling of
contraband pesticides should
be stopped and stringent ac-
tion should be taken against
those unscrupulous dealers, it

in felt. P III I
rehabilitation

The post-flood rehabilita-
tion scheme has been started
in Rajshahi city from last week.
A total of 200 metric tons of
wheat have been iniually allo-
cated for this purpose and
1000 tons more whecat are
wanted by City Corporation
from the government to make
the programme effective,
Rajshaht City Corporation
sources said.

According to the sources, at
least 1,25.000 pcople of
20,000 families in 30 wards ol
the city have been affected by
the reccent floods. Abour 1,500
dwelling houses have fully and

3.000 houses partially dam-
aged by the devastating floods.
Taka 13 crorc and 50 lakh
is needed to repair damaged
roads of the city. A City
Corporation spokesman told
The Daily Star that a total of
cight reliel centres were
openced and 13,000 families
took shelter in these centres
which were closed on October
14 last. The relielf activities
began on September 12 and
140 metric tons of rice, 115
tons of wheat, sacks of pulse,
50 cartons ol liquid milk, 50
cartons of powdered milk, 100
cartons biscuits, old clothes.
200 pieces sarees, 200 pieces
of lungies and Taka 2,16.000
in cash were distributed
among the flood-hit people
during the last one month.

Meanwhile, City Corpora-
tion authorities chalked out a
plan to repair flood damaged
houses. roads and drains undcr
test reliel programme. the
sources

Problems grip Te:l:;]'ia

PANCHAGARH, Oct 20 : The
inhabitants of Tetulia border
upazila under Panchagrah dis-
trict have been experiencing
multiple problems.

The upazila having a popu-
lation of about 70,000 in seven
unions spreading over 73
square miles is yet to be pro-
vided with minimum civic
amenities. Tetulia was up-

graded into an in 1983
with ha, Bojonpur,
Shalbahan, Debnagar, Bureburi.
Vitorgarh and Tetulia unions.
Lack of good drainage system.
deplorable condition of roads,
paucity of drinking water, lack
of recreational facilities, inad-
?n: street lights, shortage

accommodation and erosjon
of the river are the main prob-
lems.

Most of the roads in the
town area so narrow that they
are unfit for the movement of

trians and vehicular traf-

. For want of proper care

From Qur Correspondent

ideal breading centres for
mosgquitoes.

There is only a 31-bed
hospital in Tetulia upazila. The
hospital is beset with a host of
problems. As a result, the peo-
ple of the area are deprived of
medical facilities. The condi-
tion of beds are not satisfactory
as the bedcovers are not
chunfd timely. The health
complex iIs also facing shortage
of surgical appliances and for
this reason physicians face dif-
ficulties during operation.

Besides. irregular water
supply has become a serious
problem to patients and stafl of
the hospital. The health com-
plex has also been running
withou! ambulance and X-ray
machine.

The Hieracy rate of the
upazila is only 16 per cent.
There are only twe colleges,
eight high schools, seven
madrashas, 37 government
primary schools. Most of these
institutions cannot run
smoothly for shortage ol
chairs, benches. tables, teach-
ers, educational appliances and
pucca houscs.

Out of the total population,

agriculture. The farmers do

not get improved seeds, fertil- |

izers and agricultural loans, it
is alleged. For these reasons
agriculture sector of the
upazila still neglected resulting
in poor output in all seasons.

Tetulia upazila town has no
water supply system. The
scarcity of pure drinking water
is one of acute problems of the
town dwellers. There are about
1300 tubewells but 60 per
cent of them are out of order
for a long time. As a result,
people are compelled to use
polluted water of canals,
ditches and ponds.

Shortage ol accommodation
also poses a great problem to
the dwellers. New houses were
not constructed in the upazila
town area for restdential pur-
poses either by public or by
private initlatives. Some build-

ngs were constructed only in |

the bazar area for commercial
uses only.

There is no drainage system
in Tetulia upazila. As a result,
water always remain stagnant
with filth and garbage.
Lowlying arcas of the bazar go
under water after a slight rain-
fall.

SATKHIRA. Oct 20: More
than 50 wunlicenced liquor

It is

that many ed-
ucated unemployed youths

have chosen job of in
the rural arcas. A few of them
have basic training on health
care. Poor rural people mainly
landless and labourers rely on
them because they charge

Assault on
newsman

condemned
From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR. Oct 20: Mr
Musharafl Hussain. Jamalpur
correspondent of The Daily
Ittefag
unit of Journalist
Association A) was allegedly
assaulted Jattyatabadi
Chhatra Dal activists on
October 17 near Bakutala

district unft BJA, Advocate
Motiur Rahman Talukdar.

sresident distriet unit Al
Lmu- Nazrul Islam Dulu
Prestdent distriet

and President. district '

Bar
k

upazila, Pankka and Uzirpur

' union of Shibganj upazila and
. Bajratak and Poladanga of

| Bholahat upazila.

" Meanwhile, vast tracts of
cultivable land, homesteads.

. religious and educational insti- |
tutions, markets and other |

 buildings have already been

~devoured by the rjyer
Mohananda and Padma.

Namonimgachi and Alatoli

are the worst hit arcas where
mosques, schools and union

i parishad office were threat-
ened by the erosion.

Local people said if the ero- |

l. sion continues at this pace,
: Namonimgachi and two other
- villages will be devoured
| shortly. Despite repeated ap-
q , N0 measures were taken
concerned authorities to

check the erosion.

'Bamboo shortage
' hampers
construction

| CHAPAINAWABGANI, Oct

' 20: Shortage of bamboo has

| been ham construction
and repair works of thatched
houses in all five upazilas of the
district, reports UNB.

The upazilas are: Shibganj,
| Nachol, Gomastapur, Bholahat
. and Sadar.

" " Informed sources said tra-
ditional cottage industries
which depend on bamboo are

' also facing a setback due to the
of raw materials.
Growth of bamboo has been
hindered due to the lack of
' adequate bamboo roots which
are sold to brick manu-
- facturers as firewood,
With the decrease of bam-
' boo supply the price has in-
J in recent days making
the villagers unable to pur-
| chase bamboo for their house-
 hold works.

| Sharp rise in
| prices of

essentials

| PABNA, Oct 20: Prices of
essential commodities have

up considerably.
people complained
that the traders were engaged

in profiteering by creating arti-

But Lhe traders said heavy

downpour and flash flood dis-

' rupted transportation which

| caused short sup and the
! consequent price-hike.

UP chairman
granted bail

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 20: The
Raigan| Upazila Court here
Tuesday granted the batl, of
union parishad chairman
Haroonur Rashid of Chan-
daikona Union, reports UNB.

He was arrested with
two of his accomplices,
Secretary Ashral Al of
Chandatkona and member
Mobarak Ali of the same union.

They were arrested on
charges of defalcating 12 bags
of rice sanctioned for the flood
victims of the union.

Show cause on Ishurdi
Poura Chairman

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Oct 20: A show

misbehaviour with
the Chiefl Scientific Officer in
charge of Ishurdi Regional
Agricultural Research Institute
of BARI recently.

It is learnt that Mr.
Hafizuddin. Joint Secrefary of
the LGRD and Coopergtives
Ministry issued the show sause
notice on the Chairman for his

misbehaviour with Mr. Abdul
Kahir.

Mr. Khairuzzaman was
asked to show cause as to why
lawful action would not be
taken against him within seven
days on receipt of his show
cause notice. A spokesman of
BARI told this correspondent
that they ohserved two-hour
strike instantly protesting the
misbehaviour with Mr.
Khairuzzaman. -

Diarrhoea .
Diarrhoea has claimed about
110 lives and attacked 85000
others in nine upazilas of the
district within 10 days.
although the health depart-

ment admitted 98 deaths.

According to the Civil

RANGPUR, Oct 20 : Massive
post-flood relief work is in full
swing in all the affected arcas
of the district o mitigate the
sufferings of the people, re-

BSS.

According to official
sources, the civil administra-
tion and army personnel are
continuing their reliefl work
after the recession of flood wa-

. ters from affected areas of the
district.

All possible measures have

.. been taken by the administra-

|
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tion to minimise the suffering

Po;-ﬂood relief work

in progress in Rangpur

Surgeon of Pabna, 13 medical
teams are working at the nine
upazilas of thé¢ district. People

- said that scarcity of saline and

pure drinking water is the
main cause of the mitbreak of
diarrhoea.

Bangladesh Chhatra
(S-A) bagged 22 posts |:E
Polytechnic Institute

Union election held :

Md. Saiful Islam Swapan
and Md. Igbal Hossain were
elected as Vice President and
Gencral .
Four panel {including
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitree
and Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal
contested the clection.

Pry Teachers Assoc

executives

Md. Alamgir Siddique Khan
Arun and Md. Ruhul Amin
were elected President and

General “enl.:, of Pabna
district branch of Bangladesh
Non-Governmenti Primary

Teachers Assoclation. The
clection was held at its Kachari
Para office. Besides, a 12-
member executive committee
was also formed. :

Earlter a general ‘meeting
was held vng Md. Alamgir

Siddique Khan Arun in the
chair,

by providing relief materials
among the people with the
objective that none should die
of starvation, they said.

The State Minister for
Land, Mr Kabir Hossain, told
BSS that government 1is
providing relief, inecluding
wheat and rice, among the
aflected people in such a way
so that nobody's left out of iL
He said there is po famine-like
situation in Rangpur district
and government would do
- every thing possible for the
affected people.

o

‘Number of landl
farmers on rise

JAMALPUR, Oct 20: The
number of landless and unem-
loyed people are increasing
gl:nrmlngly in all the seven
upazilas of the district, n‘ﬂnl‘

**“Of the t of
over 16 lakh. -
pend on agriculture, 10 per-
cent on different occupations
and the rest 40 cent are
totally unemployed.

Among the rs, 60 per

cent are landless, 20 per cent
have few acres of land and the
rest 30 per cent have sulfli-
cient landed property.

The farmers having a few
acres of land cannot afford to

buy necessary inputs. fertilizer,
seeds. pesticides and even bul-

locks for cultivation due to
wmmynﬂ farmers are
not getting fair price ﬁr:
Consequently,
m.w-ﬂmm
to maintain their livelthood.

The number of the edu-
cated unemployed are also on
increase in the district giving
rise to social unrest.

The farmers are also being
hard pressed by the price hike
of essential commodities.

They alleged that unserupu-
lous dealers in collaboration
with a section of dishonest of-
ficlals are engaged in creating
artificlal scarcity of fertilizer in
the market to earn maximum
profit. :

_analy' schoois l‘.l:-l—
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bad shape

THAKURGAON, Oct 20: The
universal primary education

| programme in Panchagarh,

Thakurgaon and DlnﬂjEur dis-
tricts is facing sctback owing
to shortage of teachers, furni-
ture and accommodation, re-
ports UNB.

High prices of paper and
other educational materials
and fnancial crisis of the
schools are among other fac-
tors directly discouraging
children from going to schools.

Most of the primary schools
damaged by floods, storms,
cyclones and other natural
calamities during the last few

years are yet to be repaired.

Many of the schools are
holding classes under the open

sky and have no arrangements

for drinking water and tollet
for the chiidren.

There are 1555 govern-
ment and 255 non-govern-

ment primary schools in the
districts.

rtment.
number of children of primary
school age in 23 of the
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