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Labour for Malaysia

The meeting between Begum Khaleda Zia and
her counterpart, Dr Mahathir Mohammad ol Mala-
r. held in Harare, has produced good results.
the first place, there was an appreciation of the
need for co-operation between the two regional
grou . ASEAN of which Malaysia is a leading
and SAARC, South Asia's own alliance.
How the two bodies should proceed in setting up
nmuhem.mmmm. it may
be to organise exchange of visits among
senior officials of the two groupings to study
for collaboration in mutually beneficial
elds. It will certainly take time to create the
framework for this purpose. How-
that a start can be made soon.
easier to strengthen the bi-
teral co-operation between Bang

ladesh and
discussed perhaps in greater
Harare. For such co-

ring past

Iting in the phasing-out of
contracts of professionals from this country, the
demand for semi-skilled and unskilled labour,
mainly for rubber and palm oil sectors, has been
Bangladeshi work-

Here, again, several problems overshadow what
some offictals wistfully describe as rosy prospects.
For one thing, an oflicial intent — often confused
for commitment in Dhaka — often lacks fullest
backing of employers in Malaysia's plantation and
consiruclion sectors, sometimes for perfectly
valid reasons. To put it mildly, there are diver-
gences of views about the suitability of certain
types of Bangladeshi recruits, such as matricu-
lates and graduates with urban background, for
agro-based industries In Malaysia. It is hardly sur-

thalt, when sent out to Kuala Lumpur,
many of them end up by getting lower-than-
promised wages and then turning out to be vic-
tims of other forms of harassment by employment
&emumbothDhakndeualaLumpur. Many

these problems can be resolved if the

of Labour, in cooperation with the Foreign
Ministry, takes special care with the details. In

carrying out programme for the export of
manpower to M.:I.ylnynla — or, for that matter, any-
where else —it should also bear in mind the need

for a dialogue with the private sector.
In this context, the idea for the setting up of a

lranmF institute for potential Bangladeshi recru-
its for [oreign markets, as to Japan by a
local o tion, would help in incr the
acceptability of our semi- ed workers. Crash

courses in wide ranging technical and non-tech-
nical subjects, including in basic spoken English,
Arabic, Japanese or Bhasa Malaysia would certain-
ly raise the level, both quantitatively and qualitati-
vely, of our young men and women who scaki!uba
in foreign countries. We should not wait for

ding from Japan for establishing such an institute.

Lessons from China

According to a. visiting World Bank official,
there is a lot Bangladesh can learn about disaster
management from China. Speaking in a seminar

organised by the Institute of Develop-
ment Studies last Saturday, Shahid Javed Burki

said China had thousands of years of experience
in water management, lessons from which would
be of immense value to a flood-prone country like

it does not elaborating that Bangladesh
has been a regular visiting spot for natural disas-
ters of virtually every kind — cyclones, floods.
famines. The current situation in the northern

|

taking a heavy toll of lives,

y ‘steps were not taken ei-

_ caused by the floods

of late August and early tember, or to tackle
the resulting health and food crists.

Given the situation, we can assume that there
is a great deal of structural problems which in-
hibit our ability to cope with situations about
which we should have immense practical knowl-
edge. To begin with, the centralised bureaucracy
means we have to wait for Dhaka to react before
any effective action is taken in the districts. Even
at the district level, administrators have neither
the capability nor the training necessary to mo-
bilise huge numbers of people at short notice, in
order to undertake rapid rescue, relief or emer-
gency rehabilitation work.

This inabilily to react in time and effectively is
in stark contrast to China which also suffers from
recurring natural calamities. The lesson from
China is simple: a decentralised administration
can react much more efficiently to emergencies
in a country where communication is vulnerable

hold accountable and which,
tine, take them into confidence.

As well as finding ways to make local adminis-
trations accountable to the people our govern-
mentmayalmhkctnglvtmthuughttuthc
idea of creating permanent disaster management
task forces at district levels which would
be ready to take on rescue and relief operations
immediately. The armed forces, including
Bangladesh Rifles, should contribute manpower,
logistical hardware and organisational know-how
to task forces which should remain at the com-
mand of the civil administration.

ORKERS at the
United Nations have
been trees

and strip of :&1
a
&MH to in
concrete an undetermined
number of new
During the scssion,

the guessing game at UN
Headquarters is who will be

UN Secretary-
General, has said he intends to
rclire on December 31 after
two five-year terms, forcin
the five main players to pu
another tame diplomat out of
the hat. '

Mr Perez de Cuecllar's terms

ing cvents In recent history,
including the end of the lran-
Iraq war, the Soviet with-
drawal from Afghanistan, the
end of the Cold War, freedom
for the Soviet Republics, and
war in the Persian Gulf.

Mr Perez de Cucllar has
been active behind the scenes
in negotiations for the relcase
of Western hostages in the
Middle East and he has tip-
toed across the world stage on
a wide range of major issucs
without challenging public or
political opinion. His style has
been low key, if not bland, but
in that respect he has been
faithful to the tradition of

Aid Cuts Knock K

FTER five months of

unsuccessful
estern aid and to

' Zambia worth an estimated

$2.1 billion have finally been
suspended. On the eve of
crucial elections the country's
Economic Adjus-tment Prog-
ramme (EAP) is at a virtual
standstill.

Many believe the Western
decision to cut aid is meant to
force embattled President
Kenneth Kaunda to comply
with eight major International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
World Bank conditions which
he has largely ignored for fear
of losing the October 31 poll.

The World Bank said aid
links with Zambia were
"suspended until’ interest ar-
rears amounting to $20.8 mil-
lion owed to the World Bank
are settled.” Zambia still owes
about $1 billion to the IMF,

| Which will not shell out a fresh

loan of $1.3 billion (1991-3)
;n._tll the arrears are paid in
Kaunda's reaction to the
World Bank announcement was
to say the Bretton Woods insti-
tutions were "a letdown.”
Nevertheless, he still talks of
"soldiering on" and "seeing the
light at the end of the tunnel.”
- Kaunda's most formidable
foe, Fredrick Chiluba. leader of
the populist Movement for

Multiparty Democracy (MMD),

describes things dtﬂmnlz‘;

"All forms of light appear

or completely switched off."
The impact to the aid sus-

pension, which began in April,

are preferred, and all are

address.

"Two Presidential
Candidates...'

Sir, Hﬂ? mr?mtulnuunu
to Sabir Mustafa for his
:ﬂwwdhqm in speak-

out one truth —
Presidential candidates by
secking blessings from Mr
Golam Azam, allegedly a mas-
termind of mass killing of
Bengalees in 1971 (Ref:
Opinion : Two Presidential
Candidates and One Foreign
Citizen, The Daily Star. 7th
October). To say that such
cou in reporting is ex-
tr inary in our count
where the-often-discussed-
and-clamoured-about press
freedom 1s reduced and side-
tracked even by the newsmen
themselves, is nothing more
than a sincere cu-
logy.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
adduudloﬂwﬂitarundkg}'blywrimnnrw
witth.Fbrmmofm,:Mkmrg
subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real

other Secretaries-General be-
fore him.

Breaking the Mould

While wishing him well,
there are who hope Mr
Perez de C 8 successor
will break this mould. They
that the world is a far
complex place than
who drafted the UN
Charter could have envisaged
more than four decades ago.
udﬂmluﬂuem:::dl-

:ri:-ﬂﬁulm

Lnl’n :::trenl order.
They itis to
:-tlhhchﬂud:lmﬁﬂ
of countries in the 15-member
Security Council hold on the
sclection process.

For more than four decades
of the UN's existence, ideolog-
ical confrontation among the

superpowers, accompanied by
the politics of the major re-
glonal blocs, ensured that suc-
cessful candidates for

note
more
those

nations. Past Secretaries-
General have come (rom
Norway, Sweden, Burma

(Myanmar), Austria and Peru.

Their selection has cffec-
tively been made by just five of
the 15 Counctl members —
United States, Soviet Union,
France, United Kingdom and
China— who have the power to
veto candidates presented by
others. As ‘a result, the suec-
cessful candidate has tradi-
tionally been a political un-
known who 1s least offenstve to
all five.

That person has also been
of European, Asian, or Latin
American descent. There has
never been an African
Secretary-General, and therc
has never been a woman can-
didate, although there are lob-
bies for both this year.

In a study paper on UN
Leadership prepared for the
Ford Foundation and the Dn%
Hammarskjocld Foundation o
Sweden, two former UN ofli-
cials, Sir Brian Urquhart and
Erskine Childers, say that the
complex socio- economic and
environmental issues on which
the luture of the planet now
depend are reshaping tradi-
tional concepts of security.

Although the cold war con-
frontation is over, life as we
knew it is threatened by cven
more powcrful forces such as

lan Steele writes from the
United Nations, New York
The job is a plum, and after a decade in the
ms, the UN is again front and centre
in world affairs

global warming, which demand
the negouation of morc com-
plex solutions in the common
interest. The study suggests
that a new style of interna-
tional lcadership will be
needed to bring divergent in-
terests together and to
"generate ideas large and
practical enough to match and
manage new global develop-
ments.”

The study foresees a need
to restructure the UN Chain of
Command, with the Secretary-
General performing the func-
tions of an exccutive, delegat-
ing te three dcputies who
would manage peace and secu-
rity affairs; economic and so-
cial tssues Inchuding the envi-
ronment; and administration
and finance.

Seven-year Term

The Secretary-General, they
say, should be appointed for a
single seven- year term alter a
worldwide search has uncov-
ered the best poessible candi
dates, regardless of whether
they have had previous UN ex:
perience. ‘Seven year' s re-
garded as long enough in the
job to undertake far- reaching
plans without having to resist
the political presagres which
accompany any bid for re-elec-
tion.

Sensing ps that a post
Cold War climate s more con-
ducive o change, the
Government of the
Nctherlands proposced carlier
this year that a "search com-
miltee” be established on be-

hall of the Security Council to

As on occasions
there are no publicly declared
contenders the job this
time round several
are known to be and
running hard. The job is a

doldrums, the UN is again
front and centre in world af-

fairs.

The United Nations
Association of the United
States has a list of 16

possible candidates, some of
whom have been talked about
as likely contenders for

President, Jh-q'-
Carter; former Soviet
Minister:
Shevardnadze; and a Swedish
automobile executive,
Cyllecnhammar.

Others however, have com-

credentials and the po-
tential to hﬂ.ﬁ a new style of
lcadership profile to the
United Nations. That said,
however, the history of deal-
making in the Security Council
augurs strongly for another

The UNA list, in alphabeti-
cal order, is:

#® Sadruddin Aga Khan
(iran) who has spent his
professional Iife in
intcrnational service, including
special roles with UNESCO
and 12 yecars as UN [High
Commissfoncr for Refugees. lle
has undertaken a number of
special UN assignments
including that as coordinator
for economic and humanitarian
assistance In Af|

® All Alatas (Indonesia) was
Indonesin’'s permanent repre-
scnlative at the UN through
much of the 1980s until be-
came Foreign Minister In
I1988. lle has been a mi-
ncnt spokesman for EAN
and co- chairman of efforts to
resolve the Cambodia conflict.

® Oscar Arias Sanchez
(Cosla Rica) was President of
his country from 1986 until
1990 and won a Nobel Peace
Prize for his leadership in
shaping a pcaceful settlement
lo wars in Central America. He

former US

plum and after a decade in the also has strong credentials as

Eduard
Pehr _

an advocate for the
environment
% Gro Harlem Brundtland
a woman and three-
time Prime Minister. She
gaincd intcrnational recogni-
tion as chalrman of the UN
World Commission on
Environment and Development
(1983-1987) and her name is
on the widely cited report
"Our Common Future.”

% Jimmy Carter (USA),
former President of the United
States, has gained in
internat with his adwvo-
cacy for the environment, his
leadership of meonitering
teams for elections in Panama
and and his unsuc-
cessful mediation efforts be-
tween the m-

% Bernard T G Chidzero

lle has been secretary-general
of the UNCTAD since 1086.

® Jan Ellasson (Sweden)
has been Sweden's
representative at the UN since
1988 and first attracied inter-
national attention as Perez de
Cuellar's mediator in the lran-
Iraq. negotiations.

#* Doutros Ghall (Egypt) is a
distinguished Profcssor of law
al Cairo University who was a
key figure in Anwar Sadat's ef-
forts o reach a peace agree-
ment with Israel. He was
Egypt's Minister of State for
Foreign Aflairs from 1977 to
1991 and this year became the
Deputy Prime Minister for
Foreign Relations.

% Pehr Gyllenhammar
(Sweden) is non-traditional
candidate who comes from the
business sector without politi-
cal or diplomatic ex .
He was c exccutive officer
of Volvo before becoming
chairman of its board in 1983.

_. After five months of running battles with donors, Zambia's floundering economy has been

cut off from Western aid. This has brought the country’s Economic Adjustment

Progra-

mme to a virtual standstill and jeopardised President Kenneth Kaunda’s chances of
winning the October 31 election.
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IR Ziats’ Miowi ' Angols ' Botswana
can already be seen. The
kwacha is subjected to rapid
weekly devaluations. The

shortage of foreign exchange
has reached a critical stage,

causing a sharp fall in indus-

trial productivity and in the
supply of essential commodi-

== — — - P

, 8ignature and

It is often stated that Golam
Azam took part in the most
heinous act of scheming and

plotting for 'annfhilation' of
Bengalees. That he lost his na-
tionality of Bangladesh as a
punishment of his unforgivable
crimes, 1is also generally
known to all. He, a Pakistani
citizen, was allowed to come
back to Bangladesh, de facto
the first step of rehabilitation,
and has been staying on the
soil of Bangladesh approxi-
mately for the last thirteen

— an unusual case in the
context of foreign office rules
and regulations of any
sove n-.i;r;h:nd mdcp;ndent
country. t those politiclans
who declare themselves as the

independence of Bangladesh
are rendering just only a lip-
service in this case, is surely a
first-rating irony of our na-

ties to consumers.

Canadian Jacques Bussieres,
chief of the Central Bank, ad-
mils the [future is bleak.
However, like Kaunda, he be-
lieves that relations. between
Zambia and the donors "are’
still intacl,” even though the
last foreign exchange dis-
bursement was received in
July from the European
Community. This, he said, “has
made it difficult for us to pay
the World Bank arrears.”

Total arrears to donors and
international financiers now
stand at about $240 million for
1991 alone. Some economists
believe the amount could swell
to $800 million or more by
December next year if nothing
is paid back this year.

Others predict that the
budget deficit, K14 billion in
August, could reach over K20
bilion by end of the year,
against the K4.3 billion set by
the 1991 budget.

The food situation in
Zambia is so bad that may
agree with Kaunda that the
country should be put under
the emergency relief nations
list. Kaunda has been negotiat-
ing with the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
to effect the changes,

Kaunda's earlier hopes,
pinned on $90 million food aid
o import maize to supplement
the seven million bags ex-
pected this season, appear
hopeless. Some of the money,
Kaunda hoped, could also be
used to pay an estimated K1.4
billion owed to transporters
for last year's crop haulage and
to pay larmers for their cur-
rent produce.

All these plans now seem
shattered. Some economists
predict that since Kaunda's
Central Bank is in the habit of
printing more money, it may
do so again soon to meet the
growing needs of state expen-
diture, fuelling inflation in the
process. -

Kaunda's 1991 budget set
out to decrcase money supply
by 45 per cent and hold infla-
tion at 40 per cent by
December. Central Statistics
Office sources indicate that the
money supply will have grown
by 100 per cent while inflation
could hit 250 per cent under
the same .

The bottom line for all this
is that Kaunda has never been
one to sacrifice his political
ambitions for a stable economy
through adherence to tough,
but neccessary, economic ad-

tion's fate. Visiting Mirpur
Smriti Soudha and offering
prayers ceremoniously, lately
we have come to know, is
completely incompatible with
any genuine desire or attempt
to. fight back the so-called
plotters of massacre.

Should a former Chief
Justice turn so blind by the
temptation of becoming the
future President and seek for
blessings from such a contro-
versial personality, it is unfor-
tunate and surely not at all jus-
tifiable in any dignified man-
ner. It is also improper that
the former S of a freely
and democratically elected
Parliament should belittle his
status by visiting such a person
for his favour.

Bfjuri Barkatullah's per-
formance in BTV's 'Nitter Tale

tire dance sequence, the pro-

justment measures.

In 1986, Kaunda broke off
with the IMF, which was push-
ing him hard to adhere to the
same conditions, because he
could not risk the 1988
election. After crawling back
early this year, Kaunda said
that "everything was on
course,” but soon turned his
back on major conditions. He
refused to scrap or tax heavily
lucrative allowances for public

service workers.
Kaunda also continued to
overspend the failed to

reduce the public workforce by
at least 10 per cent as re-
quired and kept costly subsi-
dies, especially on maize.

He already looks set to lose
the election and mecting IMF
and World Bank conditions
beforehand could have further
jeopardised his chances of
survival. In early September,
Kaunda increased the salaries.
of public service workers — by

, more than 100 per cent in

some cases — and he continues
to keep retail prices of mealie
meal at the old levels, even
though producer prices have
shot up to KB0O a bag.

The MMD accuses Kaunda
of switching the nomination

gramme was well directed and
produced.

With the introduction of
dance sequence on modern
songs, BTV's dance pro-
gramme has gainced a new look
and popularity, s

Meanwhile, to bring variety
in the dance programme,
some dance scquences be
developed on the musiec of the
world's greatest composers,
for instance, Pyotr 1l'yich
Tchaikovsky's "Piano Concerto
No. I" and "Romeo and Julfet.”
I believe that young artistes
like Bijuri will perform very
well on such compositions.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka-]207.

World lacks leaders

Sir, Human, the rational
animal is the best creation of
God. But except some. this
best creation is now living in
worst condition throughout
the world. Naturally the ques-
tion arises ‘'why this best cre-
ation must live a worst lile’
anywhere? In finding out an
answer, we see that presently

the political unrest is mostly

responsible for making our life
a hell. Undoubtedly it is true
that we cannot do without pol-
itics, but 'nasty politics' cannot
help bring any good to the
common people. Some leaders
often do not think that they
are created and are promised
to be destroyed again by the
Creator. So they start doing
every 'hell’ in the name of so-
called 'human' service after

getting political power in
hands

Aflter becoming a leader of
the state he forgets to think
that he is nothing but a simple
man . Human community is
like a tree and leaders are the
branches. Their n is one
and they will have 1o serve the
human kind. In taking this
hard task on shoulder a leader
must. prepare himsell with all
the qualities that is needed
and thus he should become
wise, honest and noble and fi-
nally should have love for the
people. He should be aware
that it is always very tough and
risky to exercise power. Since,
he works for th;: milllons, he
must carefully step for-
ward :z.chnr.n' Iﬂl'lzm
duty, so that none gets pain
out of his works. He must not
do anything whimsically and

dates for presidential and par-

UN Leadership Enters New

aunda as he Fights to Keep Power |

writes from Mufulira

The Baily Star 4

|

that position until his resigria
tion. He was a prominent fig-
urc in the abandonment of

Sovict cold war m’. .
® Maurice
(Canada) 1s

is cu -general
of ihe 1903 UN Contomce bo.
Envi-ronment and BDeve-
lopment. :
#* Margaret Hilda Thatcher
(Great Britain) a Conservative
member of Parliament for two
decades who was Britain's
Prime Minister from 1979 un-

til her resignation in | . -
DEPTHNEWS ASIA.

llamentary candida
October 1 to r 80
as to leave only threé weeks of
free campaigning. Four huf-
dred pariiamen

andmrﬂpr:lzrﬂ-l
fuls are in the race for the
panded 150-seat Natio

Kaunda himselfl seems
main target of public resent-
ment p-m"ty . Mr
his motorcade was with
tomatoes by soccer fans In
Lusaka and even more re-
cently, two of Kaunda's meet-
ing were marred by booing
mobs shouting "Kaunda, kuya
bebele” (Kaunda, time to go).:

Other problems face
Kaunda. Under the new consti-
tution, he says he has delinkéd
the ruling United National
Independence Party (UNIP)
from the state. Yet the opposi-
tion complains that his oild
central committee members
still run provinces in addition
to cabinet: ministers appointed
by Kaunda to do the same job.

The situation in Zambia
scems clear cut : if Kaunda
wins, there won't be any aid; if
Chiluba wins, he will inherit a
ruined economy, but can ex-
pect aid. The situation is
shifting the electoral balance
to the opposition.

— GEMINI HEWE{
a

ELIAS NYAKUTEMBA has
worked with Zambia Infor-
mation Services since 1974

and contributes to regional

sclfishly. It should always be
kept in mind that he is an im-
portant member of the human
community. He must not for-
get that if he commits mis-
take, he will have to give
price for it. So he should al-
ways think good and do good.
He should remember that
tness comes through no-
le works. He should have pa-

" tience to the most and not

forget that nobility and great-

b:n:;hhnnd[r:al
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