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Dhaka Day by Day

Capturing Colour and Laughter

by Fayza Haq

Felicity Volk, whose exhibition of pho
tographs opened at "La Galerie” on Saturday, is
out to capture the fun and laughter that she
can seec around in Bangladesh and other Asian
cities. Auburn-haired and bright-eyed, this tall,
earnest young woman glows with praises about
what she sees and preserves with her camera,

She has been taking photos for the last
three years. Most of the photos she has dis-
played are portraits. She is interested in hav-
ing this exhibition in order to show her posi-
tive impression of Bangladesh. "For me that is
embodied in the people in the country.”
Felicity remarks.

She has not been involved in the art world
before in a big way. It all began with a visit to
India where she stayed with a friend who is a
photographer, based in Delhi. lie was working
on a documentary. "Project Tiger". This awak-
ened her interest in photography.

She has focused her attention on the people

taken to photography, believes that Bangladesh
is very rich in drama, music and the visual arts.
She has seen plays and has witnessed 'sitar’
recitals. She has been to places like the Bulbul
-Academy and she finds the local music and
dance very soothing.

Felicity, who has been here before during a
nine months travel through Asia, began her
trip in Singapore. Then she went to Thailand,
Malaysia, Hong Kong. China, Talwan,

Indonesia, India and Nepal, apart from
Bangladesh. She worked part-time to raise the
funds while she was studying. It is her trip to
Asia that got her interested in the east. "The
Australians are normally Eurocentric in men-
tality". she commented.

What touched her most while she was taking
the photographs was the willingness of the
people to form a bond with the person taking
the pictures. whom they did not know, even
though it was for a second.

Felicity Volk with Bangladeshi children: 'The eye is the window to the soul.’

and the differences between the varied com-
munities in the country. "These distinctions
are based on religious, social and ethnic fac-
tors, "the photographer explains. "What | want
to capture in the photo is the individual spirit.
I believe the eye is the window to the soul. At
the moment | am interested in faces. Maybe in
a year's time | may diversify.” While she likes to
be surrounded by nature her primary fascina-
tion is peuplr.- — their feelings. thoughts and
lifestyle,” she said.

This exhibition has been motivated by the
desire to present a positive side of the cuuntry
and to encourage other plc to see it. "Even
in a marriage relation 1{ llrhushn.nduyltn
the wife. 'You're ugly, you're ugly’ she will start
to believe she is . Likewise Il the wife says
to the husband 'you're useless’ he will end up
‘believing he is useless. The photos | took are of
Old Dhaka, Kamalapur and Savar — in arcas

regarded as poor parts of the country. While
I'm not secking to romanticise or glamourise

's lives t I'm saying is that life can be
simple and beautiful.”

Felicity comments that the impression
Evvn ol Bangladesh in the international media
48 very one-sided. She says that if the media in-
sists that Bangladesh is so prone to natural dis-

xrs that can be done. people start
o believe it. and th-tlll.he“yutpmphnf
Bangladesh sce themselves 100, she adds.

"Il you point out the positive side to a per-
son or a country there is greater pride in the

national identity. Inv the le I've met
in Bangladesh. wiwnm tli:‘llpﬂl‘l-ll they
think of their country they say. ‘We are a poor
nation’. | don't understand why they don't talk
about the country's wealth in terms of artistic

traditions, cultures and the strength of the

human spirit 10 go on despite natural disas-
ters.” Felicity continues.

The young Australian diplomat. who has
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Weather forecast valid till 6 pm of Sunday says, it will re-

main mainly dry over the country.

The highest ttmpcrltun: of the day
Jessore. The lowest temperature of lﬂ 2 degree Celsius was
reported in Dinajpur.
Outlook for su
outiook for another five days :
The temperature and humidity of some cities on Saturday

Talking about the difficulties she faced as a
photographer, she comments that here the
problem is the crowd that gathers around
while you are trying to photograph. "Everybody
wants to be included in the photo”. In places
like Kathmandu and Pakistan the people are
more used to foreigners

Her preference in |;|rl-u::ut.::rgr,r':"q:rhyr is the black
and white quality. "l ike the concentration on
textures and compositions. Sometimes when
you use colour the viewer's eyes are distracted
from qualities like texture because of the im-
pact of the colour within the frame. The sim-
plicity of the black and white can enhance the
message of the photographer,” Felicity re-
marks.

She has used both black and white in her
exhibition. She admits that there is too the
challenge of the colour "because it requires

concentration on the coordination of the
colours.”

Felicity believes that Bangladeshi photogra-
phers are "briliant”. She has in mind people

like Anwar Hossain, Shahidul Alam and Khalid
Mahmood Mithu. She says that their standard

ual to that a in the world.

brightest of the pictures in the exhibi-
tion are taken from the Hindu community, The
children in the photos are presenting songs
and drama. There are also delightful photos of
a small naked child from the slums of
Kamalapur. Similarly she has depicted the poor
and defiant women in Lahore. She has also
captured the turnaround period when people

were demonstrating against Ershad’'s regime.
Using about 60 rolls of films, and mixing
her Kodaks with the Fujis, Felicity has delin-
cated a delightful environment of Bangladesh
and some other Asian countries. The invitation

card to the expose itself is a delectable piece
of craft
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No marked change.
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Temperature Humidity
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MJ.IH:I'-I Bqum State Minister for Cultural Aﬂ'-lr-

ong biinds at a function organized

W&d&hnu-r on Saturday.

Asian art
exhibition
begins Nov 1

The 5th biennial Asian art

exhibition will in Dhaka
November 1 der the aus-
pices of Bangladesh Shilpakala

Academy, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to
open the month-long exhibi-

tion at the Osmani Memorial
Hall at 10.30 am.

Works of well-known artists
will be simultaneously dis-
played at Osmani Memorial
‘Hall and Shilpakala Academy
auditorium.

Birth anniversary
of Fazlul Huq to be
otnm-vad()etz'l

of the
htc AK Fazlul Huq, the then
Chief Minister nf the British
Bengal and the Golden Jubilee
of Lady Brabourne College,
Calcutta will be observed on
October 27.

All former pupils of Lady
Brabourne Enﬂu have been
requested to mnhnt Jahanara
Begum, General 5=cr=tn
Lady Brabourne College
Students’ hllnclltlnn. 8,
Circuit House Road or
Principal Central Women's
College, Dhaka for details and
.registration by the October 24,
says a press release.

UK Minister for
Overseas
Development
arrives Oct 30

British Minister for
Overseas Development Ms
Lynda Chalker will pay a five-
dajr official visit to esh
beginning October 30, official
said Sat , reports UNB.

During the visit, Chalker
will review British assistance
to Bangladesh and explore new
arcas of coopération.

She is expected to call on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia, Foreign Minister ASM

Mostaflizur Rahman and
Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman.

Observers attach special
importance to the British
Minister's visit following an as-
surance given by Britain to
continue assistance for eco-
nomic development of
Bangladesh.

The assurance came when
British Foreign Secretary

Hurd called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
Harare on Friday.

He also invited Begum Zia
to visit the United om.

Britain is one of the major
donors providing continued
assistance to help promote the
socio-economic condition of

Bangladesh.

US Foreign Office
official
due Oct 30

US Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State Terescta
Schaller is likely to arrtve in
Dhaka on October 30 on a
three-day visit to Bangladesh,
officials said Saturday, reports
UNB.

She will have talks with ol-
ficials here to review different
aspects of Dhaka-Washi
cooperation in a move to bol-
ster it in days ahead, they
indicated.

Tereseta is expected to call
on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and other minis-
ters.

Radio artistes
meet Speaker

A de tion of the stafl
artistes of Radio Bangladesh,
Dhaka called on Speaker
Sheikh Razzak All in his office
chamber at Bhaban
Saturday aflermnoon and con-
gratulated him on his election

of Bangladesh
Jatiyn Sagead.

The bphr thanked the
artistes their congratula-
tion. Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan was L on
the occasion. The
included, Shubal Dutta,
Hena Kabir and S
Rahman Dubu

Textile team

leaves for
China, HK

A seven-member Bang-
ladesh textile delegation led by
State Minister for Textiles
Abdul Mannan leaves Dhaka for
China, Thailand and Homg
Kong today (Saturday) for a
two-week oflicial visit to those
countries, according to an
official handout, reports BSS.

During its stay in China,
Thailand and Hong Kong, the
delegation will visit some tex-
tiles mills and exchange views
with the respective counter-
parts about the ment
and progress of the textile in-
dustries of these countries.

The delegation includes
high éfficials of the Ministry of
Textiles and its organ -
tions, representatives dif-
ferent: chambers of commerce

tion

ur

| and industries and other sec-

tors of textile industries.

e T T TE T E—— Metropolltan

set up Farrukh Academy

ing on Saturday termed late
Farrukh Ahmed as a poet of
national heritage and
Islamic resurgence, reports
BSS.

The discussion meeting was
held in observance of the
poet's 17th dcath anniver-
sary at the National Dook
Centre under the auspices
of Tamaddun Majlis.

Eminent philosopher and
Islamic thinker Principal
Dewan Mohammad Azraf
presided over the discus-
sfon which was participated

Poet Al-Mahmud, Poct
S uddin Ahmed, Poet
Al-Mujahedee, Poet Abdul
Mannan Syed arld Hasan

Igbal. -
Touching diflerent aspccts of
the works of Poct Farrukh,
Principal Dewan
Mohammad Azral said
Farrukh had depicted faults
of the modern civilization
truly by using [igure of

'ﬁ:ch In his tpk: poem

He urgnd the ﬁ:lun: posterity
to uphold the universal ide-
als and humanism, that
Farrukh preached through
his writings.

Paying glowing tributes to the
late poet, Poet Al-Mahmud
‘said there was no scopc for

rejecting the reat
Humanist and Islamic
thinker.

Those who are now ignoring
the poet, would recognize
him as a great epic poct in
Bangalf MNMterature who
upheld humanism. The love
and fascination of “Sat
Sagarer Majhi” would never
be withered,” he added.
Poet Al-Mujahedee, said like
Nazrul and Igbal, Farrukh
was a great architect of the

national heritage and
Islamic entity,
He said as an cpic poetl in

modern Bengali litcrature,

'Chars to make ferry

services costly’

State Minister for Com-
munications M. Fazlur Rahman
on Saturday said that the
Government was commitied to
implementing the Jamuna
bridge and for this was
keeping contact with the
donor countries and agencies,

BSS.

He was addressi ro-
ject officials at the ulP Lhe
Jamuna Bridge Authoritics
here.

The Minister mentioned
that the rapid formation of
chars on the Jamuna would
soon make the ferry services

Textiles team

leaves for China,
Thailand, HK

An 11-member Bangladesh
textile delegation led by the
State Minister for Textiles
Major (retd) Abdul Mannan left
Dhaka on Saturday for a two-
week visit to China, Thailand
and Hong Kong, reports BSS.

During its stay in thcse
countiries the delegation will
visit some textile mills and
exc vicws on the devel-

t of lextile industries of
Bangladesh, China, Thailand
and Hong Kong.

different and coslly.
Construction of the bridge is
only the solution o road com-
munication with the northern
part of the country.

The Execulive Director of
the project A.Z.M. Shamsul
Alam apprised the State
Minister of Different aspects
implementing the project.

Mina Chowcfhury
dead

Mina Chowdhury, Chief
Purser, female affairs of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines died of a
massive heart attack at her
Dhaka residence Friday. She
was 44, reports UNB.

Her namaz-e-janaza was
held at Baitul Mokarram
mosque Saturday alter Zohr
prayers. It was attended by
State Minister for Civil Aviation
Abdul Mannan and Biman
Managing Director A H
Mofazzal Karim.

She was burried at the
Shaheed Intellectuals
Graveyard at Mirpur.

Mina Chowdhury joined the
then PIA in 1967. She left be-
hind three brothers, three sis-
ters and a. host of relatives to
mourn her death.

He qul khwani will be held
at her Dhaka rcsidence at
Indira Road on tomorrow alflter
Asr prayer.

Poet Farrukh was a success-
ful composeér of sonnet after
Michael Madhusudhan
Dratia

Abdul Mannan said it was
Farrukh Ahmed who had
bitterly criticised what was
prevailing in the society
during the sixties in the
name of Islam. 52

Recalling his use at rhetoric
and prosody in the style of
punthf in his epic poem
"Hatem Tafi"
said his individual style was
unparalleled even to his
SUCCESSOors.

The discussants also urged the
Government to fulfil the
proposal, raised in the dis-
cussion, aboul publication of
complete works of Poet
Farrukh, establishment of a
Farrukh and nam-
ing the road where he
resided as Farrukh Sarani.

Mr Mannan '
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s
Plea to publish complete works, |

Indian envoy
meets Biswas

Indian High Commissioner
in Bangladesh, K Srinivasan,
Saturday called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban and handed over
a letter of felicitation to him
from the Indian President R

Venkataraman, reports BSS.

In his letter, Venkataraman
said h and India
were lin together b{
enduring tlp- throug
{friendship and cooperation. |

He nkl "as a close neigh-
bour we have watched with
admiration the significant
steps taken to restore and
strengthen democracy in
Bangladesh.” The Indian
President also said "we are
confident that under your new
. our mutual re-

s would be consolidated
further”.

Reciprocating the senti-
ment, President Biswas hoped
that the relations between the

two friendly democratic -
lh-iuwouk%cunt.lnmtn;::?
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An international development agency invites
applications for the position of Accounts Assistant.
The candidate must have at least a Bachelor's deg-
ree in Commerce, Accounting or Management, must
be fluent in written and spoken English, should

possess word processing skills (Word Perfect and
Lotus 1-2-3), and must possess at least 4 years, prior
professional working experience. |
Please submit resume addressed to Admi-
nistrative Officer, GPO Box 666, Dhaka along with
a recent passport size photo so as to reach him by

| November 4, 1991.

PURCHASE OF STOCK LoT GARMENTS

Interested to buy following Readymade garment
items for a buying house in USA:

Men's Casual Shirt (100% Cotton and/or mixed),
Men's Shorts, Ladies' Knit Tops, Pollo Shirt and
Ladies’ Skirts. Manufacturers having Stock Lots of
minimum 50 (fifty) dozens and above are requested
to contact most urgently during office hours.

Jeacon Garments Ltd.
TE] 6%688 Hjlm 382065 88233

A LEAD IN STYLE

 JARANGS LIMITED

PURANA PALTAN, DMAKA, BANGLADESH, PHONE : 237333,240107-09




