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activists go on rampage in BUET campus after

fellow worker’s arrest for alleged toll collection and hi jacking

By BUET Correspondent

Agitated Chhatra League (S-

A) activists went on rampage
on the Engineering University
campus Saturday and set afire
eight vehicles, fired gunshots
and blasted bombs protesting
arrest of a fellow activist ear-

ler in the day on charge of toll

collection and hijacking.

None was however injured
in the hours-long violence that
forced the BUET (Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology) Teachers
Association into an emergency
meeting till late night and the
Vice-Chancellor to convene a
Syndicate meeting today. The
BUET Syndicate meeting will
begin at 9 am today. BUET VC
Prof. M S told this
‘corres nt that they were
helpless during the incidents
lncr had nothing to do.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs in a handout in the
evening said collection of tolls
and ransom was a "heinous
crime” and revenge by damag-

ing public vehicles for arrest of

such toll collectors was not in

harmony with democratic sys-
tem. The government cannot
allow destruction of public

perty and is determined to

a all kinds of legal actions
to discharge its constitutional
obligation, the handout said.
Of the eight vehicles, five
belong to the BUET, one to the
Hightech Engineers, a private
farm. and one to the Meghna
Construction Authority.
Another could not be identi-
fied. Two more vehicles of the
BUET were also damaged.
Campus sources said, the
Awami League-backed BCL ac-
tivists from the nearby
Salimullah Hall of Dhaka
University entered the BUET
campus soon aflter word went
out that Golam Rabbani Boby, a
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Three of the eight vehicles. set ablaze by a violent group of BCL (S-A) students on the BUET
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Ministers after visit

dismiss reports on

famine-like situation
By Staff Correspondent

The Acting Prime Minister
and Minister in of the
Ministry of Law Justice

Mirza Golam Hafiz yesterday
dismisscd as 'bascless and a
travesty of truth,” newspaper
reports of a famine ltke situa-
tion in the northern districts
of the country,

Mirza Golam Hafiz now offi-
ciating as Prime Minislcr, re-
cently visited the northern
districts with Food Minister
Shamsul Islam, Health

Intensive test
relief ordered

A high-level inter-ministe-

| rial meeting on peost-{lood re-

habilitation programme in the
country was held at the
Secretariat Saturday with Law
and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Haflz in the chair, re-
ports BSS.

The mecting was atltended
by Ministers, State Ministers
and Deputy Ministers.

The meeting held thread-
bare discussion on post-flood
situation with particular refer-
ence to the northern districts
including greater Rangpur and
Dinajpur districts.

It reviewed the rnment
stock position ol foodstull and
medicine and expressed satis-
faction over the available stock
of these essentials.

The meeting directed con-
cerned authorities to intensily
test relief programme in the
[lood-hit areas with the objec-
tive of generating employment
for the distressed people?

it 'observed that diarrhoea
situation in the flood allected
arcas has already been con-
tained.

The meeting contradicted
the reports published in a sec-
tion of press about food
scarcity
demics in the flood affected

raid a bazar in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Oct 19 : At
least five le were killed
and some red as a
strong band ol gunmen

a bazar in Shibpur
upazila and fired automatic
weapons this evening, reports

Police and hospital sources
said nine of the injured were
shified to Dhaka in a critical
condition with bullet and
splinter wounds.

Witnesses said about 280
"dacoits” stormed Putia Dazar

at 6 today and opened
bru and cock-
tafls in the fate of public resis-
tance

One of the dead was identi-
fied as Kajal Miah (25}, an ac-
syt ont of il
the youth front of BNP,
and inhabitant of village

Chandandia in the

Kajal died on the spot.
Another shot dead on the spot
could not be identified.

Three others, who suc-
cumbed to injurics al the
Sadar |los were dentified
as Suruj (32) of village
Ghashirdia, Nayan (22) of
Noadia and Liton, a student of
class eight of Kamargaon vil-
lage of the same u

Among those
mostly with bullet, was
Putiabart Unton BNP Scerctary
Abu 8Siddique (45). Some
others wounded were namecd
Hallzuddin (686), Kashem (285),
Abu Taher (25), Abu Taher
(28), Jamal Hossain (32), Abul
Hashem (32), Kamal (32) and
Kabir (22).

The marauders, suspected
to be activists of the outlawed
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Sarbahara Party, allcgedly
looted cash and goods worth
about 50 lakh amid a reign of
terror.

Narsingdl thana sources
said patrol police reinforeed by
a strong contingent later
rushed to the spol when the
attackers sneaked inlo nearby

g]ia: cordoned off the vil-
lages with the oullaws hiding
inside the security ring, ac-
cording to the thana sources.
But they said Lthere was no en-
counier as

The DC, the SP and ether
ctvil and police officials also
rushed to the spot, they said.

Meanwhile, local people

SKOP postpoﬁes |

strike call after
talks with Govt

By Staff Correspondent

The Sramik-Karmachar
Okya Parishad (SKOP) on
Saturday postponed indefi-
nitely its Monday's nationwide

neral strike following a fruit-
ul meeting with the Minister
of Labour and Manpower,
SKOP sources said.

The strike call was given to
press home the five-point de-
mand of the SKOP, which in-
cludes [ixation of minimum
wage for workers and employ-
ces at Taka 1400, withdrawal
of the denationalization policy,
reopening of all the laid-off
mills and [actories, repeal of
Article 19(ka) of Standing

Orders and Indusiries rela-
tions [Amendment] Act 1989

and spread of cpi- °

Minister Kamal Ibne Yousul
and State Minister for Reliel
Lutfur Rahman Khan.

They held a press confer-
ence last
also atiended by the
Minister Majid-ul-Haque and
the Information Minister
Nazmul Huda.

Speaking at the con-
ference, Mirza Golam Halfiz
said that the months of
Scptember and October were
known as the 'lean period’ of
the northern districts and dur-
ing this time people suffer
from a lack of work for which
the government has to inter-
vene with reliefl programmes.

But this year the situation
was aggravated because of the
floods and test m;:cfw
grammes could not be s
on schedule, he confessed.

Describing his expcricnce
during his visit to northern
districts including Rangpur,
Dinajpur, Takurgaon Nilfamari,
Kurigram, Gaibandha, Bogra
and Panchagar he said that
there were no processions of
hungry people in the areas as
was reported in a section of
newspa :

Mirza Golam lafiz said Lhat

from the very beginning mem-
bers of the armed foreces were

de to ul reliefl op-
oK
quest had alrcady been made
to them to continue rclief
work as long as was rcquired
to mitigate he miserics of the
people. .

He said that army medical
teams with other medical
teams were working rclent-
lessly o combat diarrhoea

Mirza llafiz further said that
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
before lcaving for llarare had
instrucicd him to Lake all nec-
cs mcasures for Lhe sur-
vival of the people there.

He said that relief opera-
tions being carried out by the

See Page 12 Col. 3
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’ Political-level talks

on Ganges issue

By Moinuddin Naser

India has responded posi-
tively to a ' initiutive
for political-level talks on the
sharing of walers of all com-
mon rivers Including the
Ganges.

The Ganges issuc will how-
ever be taken up scparately.

Indian Irrigation Minister
Shukla in a lelter to his
Ba h countcrpart Majid-
ul llaque has cxpressed his
willingness to continue tlalks
on this issue.

The letter which was re-
ceived by the Irrigalion
Minister through thc Indian
High Commission in Dhaka on
Salurday stated, "Il we ry, we

thal it was a very positive re-
sponse from the Indian side.
He said, after holding of two

secretary-level meetings, a po-
litical-level meeting had been

~due. He said that, subject to

confirmation by the Indian
side, the political-level meet-’
ing could be held in December.

The Indian authorities ear-
lier proposed talks on the
sharing of waters of all com-
mon rivers at a time and ex-
pressed unwillingness to talk
about the Ganges issue scpa-
rately.

During the last two sccre-
tary-level mettings in April
and October, the Bangladesh

——

Khaleda
returns
today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returns home this
moming after allending- the
11th Heads of
Government Meeling
(CHOGM), which began in
Harare on October 16, reports
BSS,

The Prime Minister, be-
sides participating in the
CHOGM had meelings with
sceveral heads and leaders of
Commonwealth member-states
during her stay in the
Zimbabwean

in the ceremony of
the CHOGM, Zia
as one of the ﬁBl:“:ldl ﬂw
ernment, specially invi Lo
make statementis in response
to the welcome address of the
host President Robert G.

See Page 12 Col. 7

We can solve all
problems if we
work together :

Khaleda

LONDON, Oct 19 : Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia
arrived here this morn-
ing from Harare on her way
back home alfler the
11th Commonwealth | of
Government Meeting (CHOGM).

The Prime Minisier was re-
cetved by Jeremy Jasper, from
the Foreign and Common-
wealth Office, and
High Commissioner to UK M
M Rezaul Karim.

A large number of political
workers and leaders belonging
to the BNP were also at the
Gatwick airport to receive the

leader.

In a brief speech {he Prime
Minister called upon them to
extend their all out coopera-
tion in natfonal uphlift pro-

if we work together
we could solve all our prob-

lems, she said.

Movement if
Indemnity Ordn
1S not repealed,

warns Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami
chief Sheikh Hasina Satu
urged the ruling BNP to sup-
port and pass the Indemnity
Ordinance (repeal) Bill already
placed by her party in the
Parliament.

Otherwise, the people
would launch a movement to
force the government to repeal
the Ordinance to end forever
the politics of killings in the
country, she warned while ad-
dressing party workers [rom
Keran and Dhamrai who
called on at her Parllament

ofMice.

demonstrated in the hospital and reintroduction of | can a solve the problems side emphasiscd on opening of She acf_ult;l lth: govern-
premisés as only 2 doctors | Industrial Relations Ordinance discussions.” a dialogue on the s g of !ncnt of fo lowing -.n:
among 12 were at work, who 1969, Irrigation Minister Majid-ul waters particularly of the | 'subservient’ foreign policy
could not cope with the rush. See Page 12 Col. 3 Haque, when mntn:rlud. said See Page 12 Col. § See Page 12 Col. 4

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 19: The
construction of a

Chi coastline is likely to
be s from January next
year. It cost an estimated

A senior official of the CEPZ
said that the nent em-
bankment notl pro-

the Chittagong

Processing Zone.
However, all Lthe allccted

units in the CEPZ resumed full

Export

‘production afller recovering

rom the damages caused by
the cyclone within only two to
three months after the
struck. The EPZ au-

g them other financial
[actlities for early resumption
of production.

Selling of finished goods

Expanding
the IFIC Bank Service

5 more IFIC Bank branches. The branches are

® Kawran Bazar Branch Dhaka
Opening on 22.10.91

® Chawk Bazar Branch Chittagong
Opening

on 26.10.M

® Madhabdi Branch Narsingdi

on 28.10.1

® Barisal Branch Barisal
Opening In November 91

® Fenl

Branch Feni

Opening In November ‘91
IFIC Bank— Serves with EXCELLENCE

NVESTRENT AND COMMERCE




