12

A p—— SR
Khaleda stresse s global action
to tackle natu ral disasters

&
of afforestation me was

u in count r-
e LS
maintain ecological balance
and prevent natural disaster.

*Desides, construetion of
coastal embankments and
multi-purpose shelters are also
underway to save the people
from cyclone and tidal surge,"
ahe added.

Israel, Soviet Union

restore diplomatic ties

JERUSALEM, Oct 18 :
lsrael and the Soviet Union

Union aflter a hectic day of
diplomatic activity tied to US
and Soviet efforts to indluce
Israel to attend a propoused
Middle East peact® conlerence.

The statement said the
Soviet Union and Israel finmly
believe that the re-establish-
ment of diplomatic ties "fully
serves the interests of a com-
prehensive settlenent in the
Middle East, the establish-
ment of a lasting peace and
stability in this region and
further development of inter-
national cooperatiorL.”

At a news conference at his
office, Levy linked the
achievement to tthe eflorts ol
US Secretary of State James A
Baker to convene Middle East

peace talks.
He said Baker's «:florts were
fruit today ... among

them, our renewal ol relations
with the Soviet Union.

About an hour later, the
United States and the Soviet
Union announced that ticy are
inviting Israel and the A:abs Lo

stoye ties with t he Jewish
state as a conditior 1 to .
pating in peace talks. The
Soviets have prom ised to re-
new ties as soon as the date is
set for the confere: ice.

Moscow broke tl 1e ties alter
the 1967 Middle East War
when Israel seized. land from
the Soviet Union's | Arab allies.

Levy said the re newal of re-
lations will allow [¢rael to con-
duct a dialogue wit h the Soviet
Union and discuss Middle East
issues "openly, dire ctly and not
through other les.”

He also indic ated I[srael
might use diploma tic relations
to try to initiate So viet political
pressure on Syria, one of its
main enemies in the Middle
East.

Levy added th.aat the two

countrics had es tablished a
joint committee (n economic

cooperation that will meet
soon in Mosicow and
Jerusalem.

It said they wo'ald exchange
ambassadors and conduct their

relations "on the b asis of equal-
ity, mutual respect for
sovereignty and 1ion-interfer-

ence in each othe r's domestic
aflairs.”

Student, p(;lice clash

. Bengalee Hindu community,

during C'wealth summit

HARARE, Oct 18 : Studer it
protesters threw rocks at po -
lice who used tear gas Friday
to block their march to the
580-nation Commonwealtlh
summit meeting to complain
about corruption and human
rights abuses, rcports AP.

In a second day of violent
protests, hundreds of students
thnntd to marth 3 miles (5

flometers) from the
University of Zimbabwe cam-
pus to the meeting of the
leaders of DBritain and its
former colonies.

Helmeted riot police armed
with batons and shiclds fired
tear gas to keep them confined
to the campus.

The Commonwealth presi-
dents, prime ministers and
monarchs — who represent a

stricter human rights stan-

. dards for their member na-
tions.

Whiile summits fo-

cusecdd on South Africa's

apartheid policy of racial dis-

erimination that drove
Johannesburg out of the
Comrnonwealth in 1961, this

meeting was ex to en-
dorse proposals multi-party
demo cracy.

Canada, Australia and other

wealt'ny Commonwealth mem-
bers ng they will condition
future foreign aid to human
rights: conditions. M this
week criticised that position
as bla ckmail.

Duiring the protest Friday,

lice: threatened to arrest

rnalists who approached
the 9,000-student University
of Zimbabwe

campus.
A man in uniform threw a -

rock at a

bus ¢ in
Australian b

ts, smash-

tinued to burm Fridey.

The Commonwesith leaders

tools a break Friday from polit-
ical reform and the issues that
divide them for a day of what
unites them — cricket. They
planned to watch a charity
match, with some compeling
as players. -
They planned to fly later to
Vv 'ictoria Falls during’ a two-day
br cak before issuing thcir final
cor Tmunique.

On Thursday, student

testers clashed with t |
pro rio  thousands to see the return

. journey of the goddess. The

polit *¢ who fired tearr gas lor
the first time to keep them

away' from the Harare
Inter. national Coiiference
Centre .

The armoured forces ringied
the cai npus througliout tlie
night, |teeping most of tlae
9,000 st1 idents inside. -

“This 1's like a police state.”
shouted s tudent demo nstraitor
Ndludu Robert. "Mugabe is a
hypocrite.” -

A Lond on-based human
rights group), Article 1!, said
the police ac tion was ¢n ern-
barrassing (contradiction of
what the suimmit soujtht to
achieve.

“If this is the first ti=st of
these new Commonwealth
principles it h.as badly and
sadly falled,” said Article 19
spokeswoman Helen Da rhis-
hire.

89 killed in
Sirajgan;j
SIRAJGANJ, Oct 18 : | nter-

personal rivalry has killed fifty-
nine people in the district from

January to September this : year,

police sources said. Of tf 1em,

filty fell prey to rival atta cks
while 9 others died in riots, re-
ports UNDB.

9 more die of
diarrhoea

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 18 :
Diarrhoea claimed nine liv =s,
including five children, and at-
tacked 2,000 people in thi ee
upazilas of the district duri ng
the last two days. With this, { he
dcath toll rose to 63 since dia r-
rhoca broke out in most of t} e
upazilas of Sirajganj distriet ¢ n

% 5 g previo
& the tear gas cannisters, con- Scptember 1, reports UNB
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Meeting al the articularly the
mnl C:‘-ltnm n-mnﬂht;ln lll!:n::d a}mu“ﬁp
Centre here. appreciated Cc once ward to implement the

hﬂdw pressed by the Cor nmonwealth  programmes.

to natural disasters, mot community about ' the environ-

but be concerned about the mental hazards. Sh ¢ said, "It is Foreign Minister A. S. M.
environmental hazards. She high time for the Mostafizur Rahman also at-
said Banglaclesh in the recent Commonwealth tc: come for-  tended the executive session.
past was wrought by the ward with financis J and tech-  Begum Zia attended a ban-
strongest cyclone of the cen-  nical assistance & ) study the mmlht hosted by
tury in its southern parts environmental pr¢blems and President Robert
which was followed by a series o find their solutic ns.’ Mugabe for the heads of gov
of floods in the north. "Being a Begum Zia said Bangladesh ermnment and their spouses at

country it is not on its part had ur Wdertaken a  Hotel Sheraton here.

mnmm gigantic reconstn. iction pro- Begum Zia talked to the dis
--lhmd\mwnﬂw gramme to repair ' the damage tinguished guests at the ban-
ral calamities,” she caused by recurrt ng natural quet and exchanged pleas-
. Begum Zia siaid poverty alle- calamilties. She sai | a massive  antries with them. -

Mandela

From Page 1 Col. 5
The Prime Minister assurcd
Mandela that
Bangladesh would extend sup-
port to their national recon-
struction in the same spirit f{t
was now supporting their lib-
eration struggle by remaining
by their side.

The African nationalist
leader is currently attending
the CHOGM as observer.

Mandela congratulated
Begum Zia for her eloquent
speech at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
highlighting major issues being
faced by the Commeonwealth.
He said the Prime Minister
had projected important {ssues
of the contemporary world
which needed immediate at-
tention and action.

Mandela also congratulated
Begum Zia on her assumption
of offlice of the Prime Minister
of Bangladesh through a popu-
lar vote.

Begum Khaleda Zia ex-
tended an invitation to the
African leader to visit
Bangladesh which the latter
accepted.

Foreign Minister A. S. M.
Mostafizur Rahman and
Bangladesh High
Commissioner in Zimbabwe
Major General Haroon Ahmed
Chowdhury were present on
the occasion.

Bijoya Dashami

observed

The five-day Durga Puja, the
biggest religious festival of the

ended with the immersion of
the image of goddess Durga in
the river Buriganga on the day
ol '‘Bijoya Dashami' Friday, re-
ports BSS,

In the city, a large number
of processions were brought
out with trucks carrying the
images. The processions con-

| verged on the river bank of

Buriganga at Wiscghat.

The river bank since early

allernoon, wore a festive look
as colourfully dressed people

' from all walks of life and ages

assembled on the bank in

images, taken down from the
trucks were immersed in mid-

river from boats amid frenzied
beating ol drums.

Hasina
From Page 1 Col. 7

| values of the independence

war was established, she

pledged.

Earlier, the new AL mem-
bers garlanded the portrait of
Bangabandhu and presented
bouquet to Hasina. AL Joint
Secretary Amir Hossain Amu,
and other leaders including
Abdur Razzak MP, Abdul Jalil,
Abdul Mannan were present on
the occasion. Chief Whip of the
Opposition in the Par nt
Mo Nasim MP, Abdur
Rab, lvy Rahman, Mostafa
Mohsin Mantu, Prof Monaem
Sarkar, All Hossain and
Mamataz Hossain also spoke on
the occasion.

Meanwhile, the 27th an-

of birth of Sheikh
Rasel, the youngest son of late

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was celcbrated Fr'lidny

Rasel Jatiya Shishu-Kishore
Parishad organised various
programmes which included a
juvenile gathering at the
Ban hu Bhaban, Quran.
khwani{ and milad mahfil,
feeding the students of Rasel
landing the portrait of

Ihnﬂhnn:lh.l_
dressing the juvenile

gathering at Bangabandhu
Bhaban Sheikh Hasina recalled
the tragic ends of her family

rpembers including Rasel on |

August 15, 1975.

Thtﬂlk'rll:lfﬂlnﬂban:lhu
and his family members were

riol tried bul rewarded she
said. She denfanded repeal of
the Indemnity Ordinance to
try the killers for the sake of
¢stablishing rule of law and

cionsolidating democracy.

-long ‘meena bazar’ was organised in the city on Friday to raise fund for the flood af-

\ day
fected people.

—Star photo

Transfer of Tinbigha

From Page 1 Col. 4

Forcign Minister ASM
Mostalizur Rahman and Indian
Forcign Minister Madhavsing
Solanki were also A

Begum Zia wﬂn spent a
hectic day today also had
meetings with Prime Minister
of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif,
President Robert Mugabe of
Zimbabwe and President Al
Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania and
President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom of Maldives besides at-
tending the executive session
of the Commonwealth heads of
government meeting.

During her meeting with
Premier Nawaz Shartf, the two
leaders stress for strengthen-
ing bilateral relations in vari-
ous fields, Sharif hoped that
the Joint Economic
Commission meeting, to be
held in Islamabad next month,
would take concrete steps in
this regard.

Sharil also stressed the
need for promoting economic
cooperation, both at the gov-

- ernment and private levels.

The two premiers dis-
cussed the constitutional and
political developments taking
place in the two countries and
thought that there should be
regular exchange ol ideas.

Begum Zia emphasised the
need for strengthening cul-
tural cooperation between
Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman and
Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman were present from

Bangladesh side while Pakistan
Foreign Secretary Shaharyar M
Khan and Md Asad Khan
Junejo, advisor to Pakistan
premier, were present from
Pakistan side.

During her meeting with
Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabe, Begum Zia expressed
her thanks for the warm hos-
pitality shown to her and the
members of her entourage
during their stay in Harare.

She also greeted President
Mugabe for his excellent open-
ing speech at the summit
which, she sajid, was a great

SUCOTSS.
President Mugabe ex-
the cy

shamgstn (st dbe peo-
sle of Bnagdiedonks.. =

He also agreed. in princt-
ple, to take skilled and profes-

sional persons from

Begum Zia extended an in-
vitation to Mugabe to visit
Bangladesh he accepted.

During the meeting with
Tanzanian President at the
centre, Begum Zia said
Bangladesh would extend all
cooperation to Tanzania with
regard to its rural develop-

ment.
President Ali Hassan
Mwinyl said his country

wanted to share Bangladesh
experience in rural develop-
ment and irrigated agriculture
system. An expert level dele-
gation from Tanzania would
shortly visit Bangladesh, the
president sald, adding “we
want to benefit from your ex-
perience.”

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and the Maldtves
President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, during their mecting,
discussed various issues re-
garding SAARC.

The two leaders expressed
concern at the rise of the sea
levels, natural disasters and
climatic change. They felt that
the Commonwealth has a par-
ticular role to play in address-
ing the problems of the Third
World countries.

The third Joint Economic
Commission meeting of the

two countries will be held in
Dhaka early next year.

Begum Zia said the Maldives
could recruit professionals
from Bangladesh, including
tcachers.

Earlier on Thursday British
Foreign Secretary Daglas Hurd

assured Begum Zia that Britain
would continue to give assis-
tance to Bangladesh for {ts
overall economic development.
The British Foreign Secretary
called on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her
Monomatapa Hotel suite here.

Later briefing BSS Special
Correspondent, Foreign
Becre Reaz Rahman said

they a cordial meeting for
about 30 minutes.

Hurd said the British gov-
ernment would not limit Its
assistance to Bangladesh dur-
ing the time of disaster only.
He said the nment and
people of Britain had genuine
sympathy for Bangladesh and
they would do whatever they
could,

Referring to the democratic
system in Bangladesh, Hurd
said the government and the
people in the U K were watch-
ing with great interest the re-
markable progress towards
democracy made in

Hangladesh.
Begum Zia mentioned the

transition to parliamentary sys--

tem of government through

unanimous decision in
Parliament.
The Prime Minister

thanked the British govern-
ment for its gencrous assis-

tance during the cyclone,
She also referred to the

various programmes including
those for the women under-
taken by her government to
change their socio-economic
condition.

The Prime Minister
thanked the British govern-
ment for looking after the in-
terest of the members of
Bangladeshi community living
in Britain.

The British Foreign
Secretary invited Begum Zia to
visit the United Kingdom
which she accepted.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman was also
prescnt.

ME peace confce

From Page 1 Col. 4

to be followed within four days
by bilatcral negotiations among
the parties. Two weeks latcr,
he said, there will be regional
talks.

Baker told reporters that
the "invitation offers the peo-

ples in this region a pathway to
ending an era of confrontation,

| and it offers a basis for a new

future.”

Shamir said despite some,

US-lsracli differences over the

confercnce he would recom-
mend accepting "because |

don't see a better alternative.”

The peace diplomacy pro-
duced an immediate dividend
for Israel. Pankin announced
that the Soviet Union was
restoring full diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel.

Baker, whose quest for a

conference has taken him to

the Middle East eight times
since the Gulf war, appeared
undaunted afler a marathon
bargaining session with
Shamr.

"l think that we have made
good progress on the road to
pcace, he told a news conler-
ence. r
"l hope and belicve that the
government of Isragl when the
mattcr is presented to them
will decide to continue on
their current course and move
forward for peace, the peace
that Israel deserves so much.”

Shamir, standing beside
Baker, said much progress had
becn made on most problems.

Israel's Arab nefghbours,
who have fought five wars
against the Jewish state since
its creation in 1948, have all
agreed to attend the peace
conference,

The main s point has
been who will represent the
almost two million Palestinians

M%:nder Isracli occupation.
' Palestine Liberation
0 isation, barred [rom the

because lsrael refuses to
talk to it, brought the confer-
ence one ItB'P closer in the
carly hours of Friday morning
by sanctioning Palestinian par-

| tictpation,

With its leader Yasser Arafat
sayihg Palestinians had to at-
tend, the PLO's decision-mak-
ing central council gave its
blessing to the formation of a

joint Palestinian -Jordanian

delegation. .

Baker had suggested the
idea as a way round Istaeli re-
fusal to talk to anyone repre-
senting the PLO or to repre-
sentatives of Arab East
Jerusalem, which it seized in

¢ 1967 Middle East war and

ter anncxed.

He said later he had re-
ceived the names of
Palestinian dclcgates to the
conference and that they ap-
pearcd acceptable.

"They appear to me to meet
the standards of the process
which we have been working
on for the past several
months®, he told journalists
after meeting Palestinians
from the Israeli-occupied ter-
ritories.

Reacting to the announce-
ment setting the date and site
of the talks, Palestinian leader
Faisal Husseini said: "Madrid 1s
a beautiful city." -

He continued : "Historically,
Arabs and Jews valued it. They

have mecmories. ... This is
a good choice."
Husseini has led the

Palestinian delegation in talks"

with Baker but is not on the
list of seven negotiators ap-
proved Thursday.
" Baker's meeting with
Shamir came on a day full of
dlghmnﬁeﬁ contacts to push for
the peace conference. He also
met with Palestinian leaders
dnd ‘with Soviet Foreign
Minister Boris Pankin. Baker
and Pankin have been coop-
eraling in trying to set up the
peace conlerence.,

But a PLO spokesman in
Tunis said the organisation
remained committed to its
guidelines for the talks that
there be representation from
Jerusalem and a halt to Jewish
seltlement in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Baker arrived in Israel on
Wednesday after securing final

Oct 30 _

Syrian agreement to the talks.
Sovict Foreign Minister Boris
Pankin arrived the following
day,

Moscow has said it will re-
new [ull diplomatic relations
with Israel, broken off during
the 1967 Middle East war,
when all details for the pcace
conference are finalised.

Abu Dhabi team to
explore possibility
of joint ventures

A delegation of Abu Dhabi
entreprencurs is expected to
arrtve in Dhaka soon to explore
the possibility of setting up
joint venture industries in
Bangladesh reports BSS.

The delegation will be led
by President of Dubai Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
Saeed Juma Al Waboodah and
the Chairman of the Jabeel Ali
Free Zone Authority Sultan Bin
Sulayem.

The entrepreneurs ex-
presscd their intention to visit
Bangladesh when the

Industries Minister Shamsul

Islam Khan stopped over in

Abu Dhabi and addressed the
Dubai Chamber of Commerce
and Industry members.
Thursday on his way back

‘home afler attending the min-
isterial session on eco

sustainable industrial devel-
opment sponsored by the
United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation
(UNIDO) in Copenhagen,

Denmark.

The minister explained the
present government's liberal
industrial policy. The investors
of Dubai showed keen interest
to invest in Bangladesh and

appreciated the new industrial
policy of Bangladesh for offer-
ing opportunities in both the
industrial and trade sectors to
the foreign investors.

The Industries Minister
also visited the Jabeel Ali Free
Zone Authority in Dubai.

Khan also held a meeting
with Bangladesh business fo-
rum in Dubai.

| the EC,
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COLOMBO, Oct 18 :

rebel-held northern Jalloa Penineula. The

Kayts Island and were headed toward the
13 kflometers (8 miles) away, oflicials

in Colombo said . The troops met
resistance, and there were no reports of casualties,

AP.

Senate

WASHINGTON, Oect

Commitiee today voted 11-4 in favour of
Gates as head of the Central Intelligence
vole in favour of Gates came afler
over the Iran-Contra affair and
legations that he slanted intelligence
superiors. The presidential nomination

in which he was

» intelligence
votes for Gates

18: The Senale

i

“Neency AL

full Senate for confirmation, reports AFP.

Y'slav peace talks

From Page 1 Col. §

federal army barracks iIn

Croatia

— The t [rom Croatia
of all troops in those barracks.’

Their withdrawal will take
place according to a timetable
to be drawn up by an EC-led
ceaseflire working group in
Zagreb, the statement said.

The working group com-
prises representatives [rom
deral forces and
Croatia.

The accord aims at ending
the two biggest sources of mil-
itary [riction between the
forces of the breakaway repub-
lic of Croatia, on one side, and
Serbian militia and pro-Serb
elements in the federal army
on the other.

But it is also the tenth
ceaseflire reached between the
warring parties since war
broke out fol Croatia's
June 25 declaration of inde-
pendence.

The previous nine truces
have all swiftly collapsed,
sometlimes within hours of the
announcement, and Friday's
agreement as well came
against a background of in-
tense combat across much of
Croatia.

A previous accord linking
the lifting of the blockade and
withdrawal from the barracks
was struck on October 8, but
was’ quickly disavowed by fed-
cral army leaders.

The Croatian government's
control over nationalist militia
determined to prevent Serbia.
from gaining control over parts
of the republic also rcmained a
big question mark.

Ganges

From Page 1 Col. 7

to have shown interest to have
mcetings of the Joint Rivers
Commission to work oul on ar-
rangement for sharing water of
the common rivers.

The 3-day fifth secretary
level meeting between
Bangladesh and India that con-

cluded on October 11 last in -

Delhi indicated that the Indian
government was interested to
take up the matter at the polit-
ical level, rcliable sources said.

A water sharing arrange-
ment is needed urgently not

-only for Bangladesh But also for

India, because in its absence,
upstircam use of water of all
rivers is increasing in an un-
planned way creating problems
for both the countries, said an

expert.

Reliable sources say during
the recent sccretary-level
meeting the Indian side ap-
peared to be more keen than
before to find a solution. They
believe that the keenness may
be the outcome of directives
given from the political leader-
ship of India.

The problem of water shar-
ing is more critical
Bangladesh. The Ganges basin
is already bearing the brunt of
excessive loan season with-
drawal of water at Farakka and
further upstreams.

The Teesta barrage con-
structed at huge costs may
turn out to be a wastage il ade-
quate loan season flow is not
assured through a water shar-
ing agreement with India.

Experts say the government
of Bangladesh should take an
initiative right now to have a
mutually acceptable long-term
watcr sharing agreement with
upper riparfan India as soon as

possible.
Earlier story on page 0

for .

Toda

y's r-. ' u—
Pt s e

presence President
Slobodan Milosevic” of Serbia.
By tradition, this lormula
implicitly includes Serbian
forces in the ceasefire.
+ Milosevic has said he recog-

Belgian grant
From Page 1 Col. 8
the scheme to get wider vac-

cinalion coverage :'.I.nlt this
the liver.

scrious ailment

Popularly known as jaundicc,
the hepatitis, caused by B virus
often leads to otherwise incur-
able disease, cirrhosis or
cancer of the liver. The vacci-

nation gives full prevention
against thi dndly:fbnsc

A competent source told
The Daily Star that the Health
Ministry simply sat tight on
the file and made {requent
queries about u de-
tails wasting much time. In the
process two and a half years
passed by and the grant had
lapsed, the source added.

Saifur
From Page 1 Col. 4

was another issue that
prominently in his discussions
with the World Bank
President. " csh is al-

a victim to environmen-
tal degradation arising out of
projects beyond its borders.
Interference with the normal
flow of waters and deforesta-
tion taking place the
borders of Bangladesh are of
extreme concern to us, he
added. "The World Bank is
clearly. appreciative of our situ-
ation,” he noted.

Saifur Rahman gave an
overall review of dewvelopment
priorities of the government
and the reforms it had
undertaken in the areas of
banking and taxation.. "The
Bank has lauded our eflorts
and promised continuing sup-
port”, he said.

The Finance Minister had
also discussions with the IMF
Managing Director 1

essus here ay.
“The IMF chl;:!‘ u:- very h
supportive o reforms t
we have becnmlﬂm_
within our poli parameters
under democracy”, he added.
He said there are .
ties for expanding _
Structural Adjustment Faeility,
a l'und-nrﬂd reforms pro-
Emlnl! t would offer en-
& num:;.:qmﬂ !

rawing

Saifur Mmﬂzﬂ The

Daily Star that he had re-

ucsted the International

nance Co tion [IFC) to
set up an n;E: in Dhaka to
extend support to investment
projects in An IFC
delegation will visit Dhaka
soon, he added.



