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ported this kind of develop-
ment. The Nepal Government
and the Bank are nuw‘ﬂrcmn'
sidering the project alter an
Hlmuthn rom the World
Hert Committee.
I:‘:h: Philippincs, the
Tubbataha Natfonal Marine

other crops. H
DDT and other pes
used by farmers, and extensive
slashing and burning has
caused degradation of wa-

is serious alr tion.
In the Pirin National
Park s affected by plans to di-

vert water from the Mesia
River — creating dams and
spillways.

L

In Latin ; ny
parks are used by fllegal coca
Rational Park has been lterally

Park has been literally
invaded by and tral-
fickers, says the CNPPA. Large
tracts of forest have

NEW DELHIL: It is estimated
that 17 million hectares of
forests, one-and-a-hall times

the size of Austria, r
annually from the face of the
earth.

Of this number, India con-
tributes necar a million

running to their drawing
boards.

They have come up with a
new scheme called the
National Forest Action Plan
which  will concentrate on the
greening of the degraded for-
est arcas of the country. Based
on the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) tropical
forest action programme, (it
will involve local communities
and non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs).

The

and other voluntary agencies.
Before its inception. the

forestry programme had been
highly centralised.

According to Mr. P. Dass, an
NGO activist heavily involved in

the for the right of
local communities to devise
their own aflforestation pro-
jects, “the forest d nts
all over India had lmﬂn
colonial attitude of the British
Raj. Each forestry project was
a closed-door activity.
Government control was total.
The local communities had no

new afforestation

== —=

Expansion in all forms of agriculture is the main
reason for forest loss in India

by Prakash Chandra

New Delhi Draws Up
Forest Action Plan

say and the government will
always prevailed.”

It s a whole new ballgame
today. State forest secretaries
will launch programmes to in-
volve communities in
afforestation. This will mecan
the revival, restoration and de-

velopment of degraded forests.

In addition, foreign aid
funds which were exclusively
used for social forestry pro-
jects outside the forest areas
will now be used specifically
for the maintenance, manage-
ment and development of the
forests themselves.

Each state government has
been asked to prepare its own
afforestation plan and each
specific project will qualify for
special assistance. At the same
time, existing social forestry
projects in such states Tamil

u, Orissa and Bihar. which
get financial assistance from
the Swedish [International
Development Agency, will be
combined with the new forest

action plan.

However, the ambitious
project 1is expected to
encounter some kind of a
problem in the northeastern
states of India, whose own
forests are disappearing at
breakneck speed E:n:luﬂ: of
shifting cultivation.

An expert told Depthnews:
"It is a sociological problem in

the northeast were the tribals
burn forests traditionally. They

habitually shift cultivation to
new arcas from time to time,

which contributes to great
destruction. They have been
doing it for generations. And it
will a king-size job to per-
suade them to change cen-
turies-old tradition.”

The main reasons for the
loss of forest cover in India are
the increase of all forms of
agriculture, including shift
cultivation, degradation o

forests to meet the people's
needs for fuelwood and over-

grazing.

The FAO hopes to take the
lead in the formulation of this
convention. Both
International Union for
Conservation of Nations and
the World Wildlife Fund are
expected to be involved.

Meanwhile, the FAO 1» try-
ing to get other countrics to
-accept the new scheme and
the bonanza of funds it brings
to forestry. The FAO says that
13 countries have already
drawn up action plans and 67

others are working on their
forest action plans.

The UN body has high
hopes of success. Mrudy.lslt
said, the aid for forest conser-
vation programme had shot up
from US8$ 500 million a year
ago to US$ 1.1 billion today.

Hopefully, the convention

would generate further im-
rovement in the funding, a
ig boost for all concerned
countries to their own af-
forestation projects.

— Depthnews Asia

the |

and aflected by in-
tion; the now-
Kirthar National
Park in Pakistan; the Khao
Sam Roi Yot National Park in
Thatland — threatened by
aguaculture, tourism and
the Ras Mohammed
Park in Egypt

— damaged by tourism, was
du and ofl : the
Coast National
Park in Britain which could
become the site of a military
installation; the Montez Azules
Biosphere Reserve in Mexico
— re both the remaining
rainforest cover and local
Iindian culture arc fast disap-
pearing. the St Lucia Game
Reserve in South Africa —

threatened by plans to dredge-
minc titantum and other heavy
metals along the sand duncs.

The CNPPA list is published
annually in an effort to per-
suade governments to block
developments which would
threaten the survival of pro-
lected areas. If the threat is
removed, the park is taken off
the Iist. — WWF Feature.

SCIENTIST
TURNS SEWAGE
INTO TREES

An Indian scientist has
developed a way of growing
trees on raw sewage that could
turn sewage lakes around the
country's citics into forests
and prove a cheap and profi-
lable way of treating efMluent,
reports Sudhirendar Sharma
from New Delhi.

Al the Karmal-based Central
Sofl Salinity Rescarch Institute

(CSSRRI), soil-chemist Dr
Ranbir Chhabra grows trees on
ridges along shallow trenches
receiving scwage walcer

Depending on season and plant
type. up to onc milion Mtres of
scwage per day per hectarc
(90,000 gallons per day per
acre] can be disposed ni?.' The
trces acl like bio-pumps and
quickly absorb sewage watcr.

dustrial

Chhabra has successfully

grown eucalyptus and poplars.
A crop of five-year-old ars

carned USS8$3,.750 for Lhe
Institute;

According to Dr Chhabra,
hcavy metals such as lead and
cadmium are not accumulated
in the soil of sew walcr
plantations and the land can
safely be used for ulture.
Says Dr N T Singh, Director ol

CSSRI : "It is a clean system of |

forestry [rom dirty water.”

NDIGENOUS Hawaiians and
United States environm-
ent are accusing

t of dest-

roying its last major

rain forest while exhorting

countries to con-
serve their own forest re-

Test-drilling for a US$4 bil-
lion geothermal power project
already begun in the Wao
(green forest of

is intended to

surge along a 433-km cable-

stretched along the seabed
‘reaching down to 1,830 me-
tres, and around mile-high
mountains to the isla
Oahu to
the

Blackwelder, of
Friends of the Earth, com-

American conservationists are attacking Washington for having two environmental
standards — one for South America, and a very different one for the last major US
tropical rain forest. By Rick Carroll.

~US 'Greens' Rally Round

Hawaii's Fire Goddess

ing birds, live only in Hawaii,
and many of these only in the
rain forest.

Says biologist Peter M.
Vitousek, an expert on rain
forests ‘at Stanford University :
"Nowhere else on earth is
there such a spectacular ma-

trix of climate and soils occu-
pied by plants and animals
whose evolutionary history is

Hawaii: the last US rain forest

s0 well-known. Work in Hawali
can allow us to determine what
controls the way tropical
forests grow and develop all
over the world."

Volcanoes National Park
manager Dan Taylor says : "The
rain forest is delicate, non-re-
newable and collapsing fa«1,
You can't sacrifice sometliii
irreplaceable like a rain fur st

.... to satisfy an insatiable
hunger for air conditioning
and neon lights."

Indigenous Hawailans are
fighting the geothermal pro-
ject on grounds that it dese-
crates Pele, the Hawaiian god-
dess of fire, whe causes volca-
noes to erupt. They have
formed a protest group called
the Pele Defence Fund led by
Molokai physiclan Noa Emmet
Aluli and Big Island fisherman

Says Dedman : "For us, it is

a sacrilege to keep poking

holes in Pele's to capture
her steam so people can make
money, "Indigenous Hawatians
believe Pele, the sole manifes-
tation of Hawatian deities, may
disappear, along with their re-
ligious beliefs, if her steam is
sold for profit.

The Pele Defence Fund has
filed a lawsuit the state,
clad it has as a lanu
B to keep the forest
open for indigenous Hawatian
rites and to maintain it as a

source of traditional herbal
medicines.

In 1983, Kilauea volcano
erupted and covered the origi-
nal drill site with 92 metres of
lava. The eruption, which con-

tinues sporadically today, has
claimed 200 homes
an arca almost as ﬁﬁm
Francisco to the . )
The fight to save the rain
forest recetved wider publicity
in the US when the San
Francisco-based Rain Forest
Action Network launched a

tourist boycott of Hawall.
Meanwhile, the Sierra Club, a

leadi environment group.
filed a court suit in San
Francisco to a federal

environmental impact report

e it sl oy oo

The suit

ments that Hawail's
state Department of Business
and Economic Development
and Tourism spent YS$1.25
million in ' money on
a New York-based public rela-
tions agency, Hill & Knowiton,
and a ‘le D.C.-based
lobbyist to create what
"Environment Hawaii" editor
Patricia Tummons called a
"conspiracy designed to leave
the public in the dark.”

The cost of the geothermal
project now exceeds US$4 bil-
lion. three times original esti-
mates.

so, Hawalii
Governor John Waihee re-
mains convinced that

othermal energy, rather
!ﬂ:an solar power ngocntud by
opponents of the project, is
"the key to achieving our state
goal of energy self-sufficiency.”

The final master plan and
environmental impact report
are due on his desk early next

. A consortium of develop-
ers from California and Japan
stands ready to profit from the
project should it get the go-
ahead.

Even

Opponents doubt. whether
the project would lower elec-
tricity costs or free Hawalil
from imported fossil fuels. The
project has yet to yield any
tangible results. Or.ly one well
has been dug. Another was
abandoned after an ancient
Hawaiian burial site was un-

earthed. The state closed its |

three-megawatt demonstration
plant in 1989 after it leaked
poisonous hydrogen sulphide

gas.

The project has received
another blow with the news
that President Geerge Bush
has revised his national energy
Ellc}' I.Itd;l'l.ll-d the US

t to can-
cel the first m US$s
million payments to fund
geothermal development in
this be 3:"5;:;“ of

may
the end for geothermal.”

—Depthnews/Panos

Belated Move to
Save Forests

plan for
lopment. lunded
by the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the Finnish

International Development

Malaysia, known for hitting
back angrily at eritics of its
logging policies, has for the
first time required its states to
make a public accounting of
remaining forest reserves and
taken an u stand on
the need to conserve forest re-
sOounroes.

Kuala Lumpur did not find
out until late that at least
four states been over-log-
ging their forests by 300 per
cent in the last five years,
Primary Industries Minister
Lim Keng Yaik said.

The states have been asked
to drastically cut down on

their logging rate

this year to make up the
loss. Lim added.

After suffering the worst

total land area of the Asia-
Pacific region, making up a
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officials
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production volume instead of
just area alone to enable
the authorities to have better
e oo o el
Lumpur is also con-
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Tc;f Blast of Scandal Hits
Norway's Sealers

has helped
the Norwegian

to raise massive public support
'Gemini News Service reports, recent scandals which have seriously
t may do more to kill off controversial sealing activities

governmen
than all thé years of effort by environmentalists. by Ross Brown

WO recent scandals are
more likely 1o hasten the
end of Norway's contro-

versial aciivitics than
all the years of by
environmentalists the

| threatened boycotis of Norwe-

gian products.
Scaling has managed to
continue with heavy state sub-

sidies, and only lour Norwe-
gian sealing vesscls operated
in this year's six-weck season.
Two headed for the West lce,
cast of Greenland, while two
were in the East lce around
the Soviet Unifon's Kola
Peninsula.

The veasels in the West Ice
had becen allotted a quota of
6,400 scals. Yel a lack of pack
ice — the breeding for
Arctic seals — lured the
Norwegian ships and a Soviet
scalcr deep into Greenland's
territorial waters to make
their kill.

This encroachment was a
scrious embarrassment for a
fishing nation perc con-
cerned about foreign fishing
vessels hing in its own wa-
ters, and also because the state
subsidics gave an official air of
approval to the Norwegian ves-
sels’ actlivities. Foreign
Minister Thorvald Stoltenberg
had to make formal

Soon aller, the best-selling
newspapcr VG exposed the

- confusion about statlistics of

killing of whitecoal secals, and
the becmused Norwegian fish-
ing authorities had to admit
that far more whilecoats have
been taken than records show.

Official numbers (rom
1983-86 were 537, wherecas
reports from inspectors on
scaling vessels showed thal in
the 1987 season alone, 3,000
were killed.

Whitccoats are the moist-
cyed, defenceless pups so
often featured in tabloid pa-
pers as heart-wrenching sym-
bols of the campaigns against
Norwegian scaling,

It was tmhlmupczl
which v{l::un]ly shut c
Canadian sealing scv-
cral years ago, while the
European Community (EC)
placed a ban on the of
whitecoat furs in 1983 and
Norway banned the killing of
whitecoats in 1089,

The newbern
(Creenland) seal has a
hatr that to chalk-
white, yet this of a
whitecoal becomes confused

harp

pick on the other end
is shoved into the brain.
Sealers insist that this
method is humane, and that
no slaughter is without blood.

However, the conservation-
ists also claimed that hunting
was unnalurally depleting
stocks which were.
threatened by bab secal
drownings, lack of fish and
pollution.

The four Norwegian sealers
this past season gained a stale

of nine million crowns.

This will shortly be reviewed
by Fishery Minister Oddrunn
Pettersen, while the two ves-
scls guilty of hunting in
Greenland waters are in dan-
ger of losing their concession.
Scalers are tough,
Pettersen, from the north,
is both a jovial and mercilcss
wnrnu'll'.l debate.

Il sealing is stopped
good, fishermen fear an inva-

subsidies, there is another de-
cisive element againsi

Lindberg, now 48, safled
the »sealing vessel
Ilarmoni as an in the
scason of 1988, returned
with unsubstantiated -
mammm-
ing beasts to death and
to have recorded a
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long list of breaches of hunting
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of live scals on deck.
wrote Y

Lindbe r't‘
manuscript no Norweglan
publisher dared print,



