World

Preston conveyed his re-

s to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia. He ex-
concern over the way
that Bangladesh's development
efforts are suffering setbacks
due to recurrent natural

The World Bank President
satisfaction over the

way the Bangladesh govern-
ment had implemented policy
reforms inspite of unfavourable
circumstances. He wurged
Bangladesh to continue the
of reform and assured

all cooperation and assistance
from the World Bank in this

regard.

- During their discussion the
Finance Minister mentioned to
the World Bank President the
high priority that his govern-
ment attached to the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge Project.

~ He particularly mentioned
that the government had been
collecting surcharges for this

and people

Bangladesh, regardless of their

!

E

Bank presses

mentation of this project.
of this project

completion will
hel he
go a long way in F‘:fttlu

t activities
country, he said. The World
Bank ident assurcd the
Finance Minister that a deci-
sion will be taken about this

t very soon. Lewis
was accompanied by

two Vice Presidents and a

Director from the World Bank.

In his meeting with IMF
Managing Director Michel
Camdessues, Saifur Rahman

expressed his appreciation for
the Managing Director's call

for global reduction in military
expenditure which will in-
crease the amount of resources
available for development as-
sistancc.

Related story on page 6

Maulana Nizami

meets Justice

Shahabuddin

By Staff Correspondent

The Secretary Gencral of
Jamaat-e-lsdami and leader of
its parliamentary riy,
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, called on former
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed at his res-
idence on Thursday.

The Jamaat leader lauded
the role played by Justice

Shahabuddin as Acting
President in holding the
February 27 'parliamentary

clections in a free, fair and
peaceful atmosphere under the
caretaker government. le also
thanked him for giving asscri
to the 12th Amendment [3ill,

institutionalising par-
lfamentary democracy and
completing the democratic
process.

Maulana Nizami hoped that
Justice Shahabuddin would
make further important con-
tributions from his current po-
sition as Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court.

Justice Shahabuddin also
appreciated the role of Jamaat
leaders for their support dur-
ing the transition to democ-

racy.

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO THE
SUNDARBANS ?

YOU CAN SEE THE WORLD’S LOVELIEST &
MANGROVE FOREST, THE HOME OF#§
LEGENDARY ROYAL BENGAL TIGERS AND §
CHITRA DEERS WITH US. '

VISIT AND STAY IN THE SUNDARBANS FOR 3 §
DAYS AND 2 NIGHTS FOR TK 3,000 (ALL }

INCLUSIVE) PER PERSON IN OUR LUXURIOUS )

BOAT.

FOR BOOKING (MINIMUM 10 PERSONS)

PLEASE CONTACT:

SUNDARBAN TOURIST COMPLEX LIMITED

(GOVT APPROVED)

40 BK ROY ROAD SHEIKHPARA, KHULNA.
TEL : 041-21732, 23024, 21878, 21415, 24456.

TLX : 27244 ABBK BJ, FAX : 041-21878.

D113

different shades of opinion, are
keen (o ensure early _lmg:‘-

market

The vegetable

By Khalilur Rahman

Traders say that heavy
downpour inundated vegeta-
ton in
causing extensive damage to
the plants. Many of the vx:
bles areas from
supply to the metropolis is
maintained were under flood
water which caused total de-
struction to the plantation,

August and September

- |

Vegetable prices go sky-high

(DND) project at the eastern
side of the metropolitan city
was implemented under the
World Bank aid for boosting
agricultural as well as
fish cultivation in the canals

within the ject. The wvast
tract of , stretching from
Jatrabari crossing uplo

Narayanganj in the southern

A city vegetable market.

last year. The supply of all
these items is scanty but the
buyers are many.

During this period last year
the price of one kilogram kg of
brinjal was Taka 5. It now sells
at taka 16 to taka 20 per kg
depending on quality, The
price of two pairs of radish was
only taka two last year. The
item is mostly unavailable now.
Radish leafl is, however, avail-
able at a price of Taka 16 per
kg in different markets.

There is hardly any sigh of
carly winter vegctables like
cauliflower, cabbage, tomato,
bean, ete. which are usually
found in early Octeber. Il any
one of these vegetables are
found anywhere in the city
market the item is totally be-
yond the reach of middle-class
buyers. The price of tomalo
was charged at taka 120 per
kg at Kawran Bazar a few days
ago. Last year all these items
were available during this pe-
riod in the city market.

A medium-sized pumpkin
which was available last year at
Taka 10 to Taka 12 now sclls
from Taka 30 to Taka 40.
Barbati sells from Taka 16 to
Taka 20 while bitter gourd and
ladies finger are sold from
Taka 20 to Taka 22 per kg
Cucumber which was available
in plenty previous year is al-
ost absent in the market.

they added. The growers again
had sown Lhe vegetlables secds
afller thg recession of flood wa-
ter only lo be damaged by
heavy rainfall in September,
the vegetables vendors in some
city markets pointed out.
However the farmers have
again cultivaled the vegetables
which are expected in the
coming winter. [Jut it may not
mecl the requirements for
vedetables as the plantation
has been carried out at a lim-
itecd scale by the farmers be-
cause of shortage of inputs and
money it is learnt.

Talking to The Daily Star an
old agriculturist regretted that
durir.g the last 20 years since
the cieation of Bangladesh our
planners did not seriously
consitcler ways and means to
ensun: adequate supply of
vegetables to the fast expand-
ing metropolis. The number of
population in the city is at pre-
sent 70 lakh. But the sources
of vegetables supply to the
townspeople have shrunk
considerably due to use of
agricultural land for housing or
industrialisation, he stated.

Another agricultural expert
said that setting up of green
belt exclusively for the
mctropolis was a must to over-
come the crisis of vegetablcs
supply. About 30 years ago the
Dhaka-Narayanganj Demra

' Yeltsin's call to
postpone polls

MOSCOW, Oct 17 : Russian
Federation President Boris
Yeltsin has called on the re-
public's parliament to post-
pone eclections scheduled [or
December to save money and
avoid clashes with incumbent
oflicials, reports AP.

Tender no. MEL/MOP/03/91/01

INVITATION FOR BID

Dt. 15/10/91

M/S. Monir Enterprisé hereby invites sealed tenders for the

supply of 20,000 (Twenty thousand) metric tons plus minus 5
(five) percent of Muriate of Potash (MOP).Tender Documents may
be purchased on any working day during Office hours upto October

22, 1991 from 56, Dilkusha C

1000.

ommercial Area( 3rd. floor), Dhaka-

2. The foreign exchange cost of the contract (s) p.ﬁrchase ﬁrill' be
financed from the fund of the Asian Development Bank Loan No.

1045 BAN (SF) as per approved modalities
sector import of fertilizer. To permit
must be nationals of and the goods
the ¢ligible source countries 1. e.
Development Bank. Accordingly,
one of the eligible source countries m
source as provided in the "Instructions to bidders".

3. Fully completed and sealed/telex tender as described in the
Tender Documents should be submitt
56. Dilkusha Commercial Area

than October 23, 1991 at 1100 hours.

‘4. Tenders received
document or bid bo
of the tender Box i.

prepared for private
such financing, the suppliers
for supply, must be produced in
any member country of the Asian
a tenderer who is a national of

ay quote goods of eligible

ed to M/S. Monir Enterprise
(3rd. floor), Dhaka- 1000 not later

after that time will not be accepted. No paper,
nd will be accepted/ entertained after closing
e. after scheduled time and date. Tender will be

opened by M/8. Monir Enterprise at 56, Dilkusha Commercial

Area (3rd. floor), Dhaka-1000 in
| representatives, if any,

presence of the tenderers or their

MONIR ENTERPRISE

56, Dilkusha C. A ( 3rd floor)
Dhaka- 1000 Phone! 259072/2556917
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India, Pakistan
agree to ease

tension over
Kashmir

HARARE, Oct 17: India and
Pakistan today decided to re-

double efforts to ease tension

over the Kashmir issue and re-
solve all outstanding problems
through peacefull negotiations,
the Prime Minister,
Narasimha Rao, said, reports
PT1. '

Talking to journalists here
after their 80-minute mecting,
Rao and his Pakistani counter-
part, Nawaz Sharif, said they
agreed that there should be
“less and less of tension" be-
tween the twa countries.

Bijoya
I;rnm Page 1 Col. 5

the country celebrated 'Maha
Nabami' amid religious fervour
and gaiety.

A large number of people of
all ages visited the city puja
pandals Thursday as the

' weather was [ine.' Prasads were

distributed among the visitors
at different pandals.

Our staff correspondent
adds: Various organisations on
Thursday extended their

PV

greelings to the Hindu com-

munity and the pcople of the
country on the occasion of
Bijoya Dashami.

The President of the
Bangladesh Jatiya Hindu
Parishad, Sri Prem Ranjan Dcv,
cxtecnded his sincere greetings
lo fellow countrymen on the
occasion of Bijoya Dashami and
Sharadiya Durga Puja.

In another message, the
President of Bangladesh Jatfya
Committee and
Bangladesh Jatiya.Durga Puja
Udjapan Committce, Sri Ratan
Kumar Sarkar, also greeted the
people of the counyry on the
occasion of Bijoya Dashami and
Sharadiya Durga

The President of Ganatantri
Party, Syed Altal Hossain and
Genceral Secretary Azizul Islam
in a the

L

message greetlec

Hindu ecommunity and the
people of the eountry on the
OCCHSon. '

Editorial on Page 4

— Star photo

side and the river Sitalakhya
on the eastern part, was made
flood free through the imple-
mentation of the DND project.
But over the years the land un-
der DND project has been used
in a massive scale for housing
and sctting up of factories and
industrial units. Most of the
land is now being used for
habitation and eommercial
purposcs instead of producing

vegelables and crops.

Mosl of the suburban arcas
ol the city which werc once
used for cultivating vegetables
and other agricultural products
have similarly been occupied
for building houses or facto-
rics. Gradually the situation has
turned worse with the rapid
Frnwth of population. Now the
and i{s hardly available for
growing vegetables in
around the metropolis.

and

Concerted efforts on the
part of government and other
relevant agencies are still
lacking to find out land for
vegetables cultivation or fur-
ther develop the agricultural
farms under the Bangladesh
Agricultural Development
Corporation (BADC) for steady
supply of different varieties of
vegetables at a reasonable
price to an ever increasing
number of country's popula-
tion.
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Awami League chief Sheikh asina nridre

Sanctions

From ?qn 1 Col. 8
with Australa’'s Bob |lawke.
When he emer from that
meeting, he reporters he
was keen for sanctions o be
lfted because, while blacks

apd "devastaling the economy.”
political analysts here
sald they do not see this as a
shift in Mandela's backing

sanctions, but rather an . indi-
cation that he is keen to get an
interim government in place
as soon as 3

Once that was done, efforts
could get under way revi-
talise South Africa's ailing

cconomy.

Brlmn. complaining of foot-
dragging by other industri-
alised nalions, announced
Thursday it plans to write ofl
uni nearly US | billion
dollars of debt owed by the

poorest countrics.
Paramilitary riot policc

Thursday fired teargas and ba-
lon-charged crowds ol univer-
sity students protesting gov-
ernment restrictions and ac-
cusing Commonwealth summit
host President Robert Mugabe
of paying lip-scrviee to human

rights.
“"* BBC 'racist’

Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohammad, attend-
ing the Commonwealth sum-
mit in Harare, was quoted in
local newspapers as saying the
British Broadcasting
Corporalion wab "a bit racist”

on the issuc of good govern-

" BCCI

From Page 1 Col. 7
thoese in Bombay, may be
restaried with new entities.

Sources here suggest that
instead of marking time, the
government of Bangladesh
should gxplore possibilitices of
salvaging the BCCI with a new
scnse of ur :

An opinion has been ex-
presscd by a banking expert
that a small consortium of
leading scheduled banks eould
come logelther In a colleetive
bid 1o s.ve the operations.

It has been argued that a
scrics ol round-table consulta-
tions with both leading deposi-
tors and borrowers, under the
auspices ol Bangladesh Bank,
could well produce a new for-
mula lor refloating the organi-
sation whose suspension has
badly hit the economy of
Bangladesh, especially the
garments industry.

A preliminary assessment of
the ICCI owners in Abu Dhabt
had carlier suggested that re-
structuring ol the Bank was
possible in at least eight coun-
trics including Bangladesh.

BCCI opcrations were sus-
pended in Bangladesh on July
6, as also in 70 countries, fol-
lowing alleged money launder-
ing and fraud by the Bank.

A British team of provisional
liquidators already visited
Bangladesh carly this month to
gelt information on somc
'speciflic queries’ regarding as-
scts and Habilities of the trou-
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The Midnight File
Y'slav air, land and sea

offensive on Dubrovnik

BELGRADE, Oct 17: The Yugosiav army today attacked the
area around the medieval resort city of Dubrovntk en Croatia's

Adriatic coast, T

From Page 1 Col. $

made on-the-spot study of

?

capita income of the

The Bangladesh side also
pointed out that the bridge
was essential to bring the
western part of the country
close to the eastern for
continuing the smooth devel-
opment work of the whole of

Bangladesh.

Refuting the World Bank
proposal to introduce im-
proved ferry service instead of
bridge for the time being, the
Bangladesh side said that dur-
ing the lean period the ferry
service remains closed for

ble-ridden Bank in Bangladesh. | three to four months due to

frn
i
s

e

ssing a meeting held. in observance of th
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i
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niversary of Abdul Malek Ukil's death at the party ecentral office in the city yesterday.

Misuse of relief

From Page 1 Col. 7

inflation hit the international
market, Not only Bangladesh,
many countries of the world
faced such crisis.

The Bangabandhu govern-
ment had taken all-out steps
including setting of destitute
centres for saving the people,
she said.

But, Hasina said, the pre-
scnt government didn't take
any measures to face the
famine in northern region.

She made it clear that her
party does not want to do poli-
tics on the misery of the peo-
ple. Awami League had earlier
alerted the government of
such famine in the northern
districts, hit by severe [loods,
but it did not pay heed to the
opposition waming, she said.

The Awami League leader
questioned : about the relief
goods reeeived by the govern-
ment [rom forcign countries
and donor agencies after the

ril- 30 cyclone and -asked

the rnment was not
distributing . those in the
northern districts..

Government's undemo-
cratic attitude has frustrated
the people, she said, adding its
activities reflected the
"autocratic character of the
past regime.” '

Referring to attack on
Awami League workers at dif-
ferent places, including in
Munshiganj, Narail and
Comilla, the Awami League
leader said this government
wanted to suppress the oppo-
sitfion. She advised the gov-
ernment to demonstrate
democratic behaviour and pro-
tect democracy.

“The people will not par-
don you, il democracy fails due
to your inefliciency and hedo-
nism,” she warned,

Hasina tribute to Malek
Ukdil, the late leader's
contribution to struggle for in-
dependence and demeocracy.

Presided over pre-
sidium member ﬂlbiuﬂmm
the meeting was also ad-
dressed by Abdul Mannan,
Abdur Razzak, Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdul Jalil, Tofael Ahmed
and Motia Chowdhury.

— Star photo
Hasina visits
‘puja’ pandals
By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina Thursday
visited some 'puja’ pandals in
the city to see 'durga puja’ cel-
cbrations, the biggest religious
festival of the Hindu commu-

nity.

During her visit to the 'puja’
pandals at Dhakeshwari
Mandir, Ramkrishna Misston,
Jagannath Hall of the Dhaka
University, Sidweshwari
Mandir, Tantibazar, Shakhar-
ibazar and » Hasina
exchanged greetings with the
worshipers.

Awami League President
and Leader of the ition
in Parliament Shef Hasina
Thursday greeted the Hindu
community on the occasion of
Bijoya, the concluding day of

Durga Puga.

news agency said. The attack was a

they said
The Jamuna Bridge
Authority source further said

that the World Bank tearm was

left recently.
Another WB team is expected

in a coupie of days. -

Attends banquet

Prime Ministerr Begum
Khaleda Zia last night attended
a banquet hosted by Queen
Elizabeth II for the
Commonwealth heads of gov-
ernment and their spouses at
the guest house here.

Begum Zia talked to the dis-
tinguished leaders attend
the summit and exc
pleasantries with them.

The Queen wished the
heads of government success
during the CHOGM which
opened here yesterday. “At
this time of rapid and dramatic
chance throughout the world
heavy responsibility rests on
you and there is much
tant business to be done," she
said before proposing a toast to
the Commonwealth of nations.

Earlier Begum Zia joined
other leaders to pose for a
group photograph with the
Queen and her husband the
Duke of Edinburgh.

Rangpur

From Page 1 Col. 4

dicted the reports published
in a section of the about
food scarcity and spread of
epidemics. He firmly stated
that there was enough food,

medicine and other cssential
commodities ih the greater

Rangpur district.

There had been some spo-
radic cases of diarrhoea but
those have been con-
tained, the Civil Surgeons and
DCs of the respcctive districts
told the visiting ministers.

Food Minister Shamsul
Islam Khan, while participat-
sl
2, tons
have already ; in the
country during the current
month and added that a simi-
lar quantity is in the pl'.ﬁl!lnt
and will reach next month.

. Health Minister Kamal Yusuf
sald since there exists press
freedom incidence of diar-
rhoea is flashed in a big way
although this epidemic is not
new in Ban‘htﬁnh. He men-
tioned that many epidemics of
higher dimension had gone
unreported during the aute-
cratic_regime.

State Minister for Relfef
Lutfur Rahman Khan appealed
to the le irres of
pﬂllliﬂl.lm fation mm'whh‘
the welfare of the common
people. He said, none should
indulge in politics taking the
advantage of people’s miseries.

The ministers later dis-
iributed relief materials
the people and visited a
camp outside the town.
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