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| HE worship of Durga in
autumn all over Bengal
is really not so much to
eelebmate a victory as to show a
measure of thanksgiving. It is
interpreted as a metaphysical

explanation of elaboration in By Fayza Haq
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m‘bﬂn; happiness to the

This s a suitable time for
and so the at

thanksgiving,
ﬁbﬂl of abundance life,
;r is worship by the
u

prosperity is
in ' of the

worship by the Hindu
Bengalis. She 18 seen on her

goddesses of material and in-
tellectual wealth respectively.
are the older ones of the five
children and their origin go
back to the Vedic period. In
comparison Durga does not
make any appearance before

making of a power to fight
Mahishahur.

then created as a symbol of
good power taking strength

from many gods. Lord Siva ﬂe
the "trisul”, Vishnu gave

"chakra”, Lakhi gave her
"“padma” and so on. In this
manner Durga was made om-
nipotent.

In all her ten hands she had
weapons, as well as a third eye

Christmas, where children are
united with the families, and
there is an exchange of pre-
sents.

ng
grectings are exchanged
between friends and relatives
who offer each other sweets in
the customary fashion.
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popular
Mahishashurmardini. In Bengal

Du is accompanied by her
her two sons Ganesh

annex the entire 'swarga' or
paradise of the gods. In a battle
that ensued Indra left swarga
with the other "devs” to find

abundance and prosperity. In
central Bengal, where agricul-
ture is the base of economy,
the autumn harvest was the

Thus Durga. also known as

and Kartik and the two how they could defeat the vil- most important even in the ﬂu:nr:umul STl event Uma, Parbati, Chandi, Bhag-
daughters ll-lkrlhmi and |ain Mahishashur. peasant's life. It was naturally ' nadd Eﬂ. i the e abati, Maha Maya and Adyaa
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Ganesh is the remover of prob- about thetr plight. Brahman in the great feasts and the

lems, Kartik is the ancient war
whose role as the demon

estroyer, his mother is
sometimes seen as usurping.

turn asked them to go to lord
Stva who advised them to

make a r having strength
from dlmnt gods. All the

Tableau of Goddess Durga at a aity ‘mandap.’

tive goddess.

An important fact of the
worship of the goddess is that
during the ten days of the fes-
tival she is supposed to be re-

unavoidable "nautch”. It is only
in the nineteenth century that
the eagerness of the British to
join the festival diminished
when the missionarfes strongly
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The Wedlock
Balance Sheet

aged without Imelda? Could
George Bush do without
Barbara? | doubt it. In business

By David Cooke

works out of hours if necessary
and is always available, so

reckon: the unpaid advantages

and we can agree that this is a
very materialistic age even if
every woman is not a "material

The quote from Harwood
Lane ("Sydney's Finest”) was
81.500 for the first hour and
$1.260 for each hour after
that. | was assured by the
Madaimn that a reduced fee after
2 a.m. could be negotiated with
the manager. but assuming this
averaged out at 81,200 per
hour an eight hour night
comes to a hefty A$9,600! The
annual rate comes out at, let
me see (| cant scem to hold
my calculator steady for some
reason) Wow! Assuming a year
of uninterrupted whoopee
nights the staggering total is
$3.204,000. Can that be right?
Yep. I've checked it.

O.K. Suppose we allow a

Theatre

Champion Keeps
Folk Traditions Alive

Indian theatre has a long and fascinating history. More often than not, however,
theatre is identified with the urban setting. K V Subbanna, exponent of people’s

theatre, has challenged

this. Ploughing a lonely furrow in the remote village of

Heggodu, he has enlightened the villagers with creative theatre. The honour of the

Magsaysay Award, reports

Gemini News Service, may high

light the achievements

of a remarkable personality little known even within India. by A. J. Singh
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graduate from Mysore Univer-
sity, Subbanna is in love with
life and aesthetics. In 1949, he
and his friends launched a the-
atre revival movement at -

godu, a remote village
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what should be a well-deserved holiday. by Philip Short

These are the "weekend de-
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