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[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially Inwvite you to try our Beautifully

prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cowsy
atmosphete of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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While a high-powered
World Bank team was reassecss-
ing the viability of the Jamuna
Bridge before giving its final
report, Communications
Minister Col (Rtd) Oli Ahmed
Thursday hoped that the foun-
dation of the bridge would be
laid by the end of next

"I am hopeful about ‘the
bridge and the foundation will

DHAKA FRIDAY OCTOBER 18 1991
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By Moinuddin Naser

be laid by the end of next year
by the grace of Allah", he told
this correspondent in an op-
limistic tone,

The Communications
Minister led the Bangladesh
side at the talks during the
fortnight-long visit of the
World Bank team.

. The team will submit its

rcport by end of November.

Mcanwhile, the Werld Bank
President Lewis T Preston as-
sured Finance Minister Saifur

 Rahman in Bangkok that a de-

cision would be taken about
the bridge project "very soon”.
Saifur Rahman told the World
Bank President about the high
priority the DBangladesh
Government attached to the
multipurpose project and that

— —— — e morepges W W @ W

' Foundation w1ll be laid by end of next year hopes minister

WB reassessment report
on Jamuna bridge by Nov

ptﬂplﬁ,h?tapccu\r: of different
shades el political opinion,
were giving surcharges for
carly implementation of the
project.

The WB team, at several
rounds of talks with the
Bangladesh side in Dhaka, re-
viewed in detail the economic
viability of the bridge and also

See Page 12 Col. 7

: Agitated auto-tempo drivers landing kicks and blows on a mini-bus driver (partially
visible), who was rumoured to be a saboteur in their rally held in front of the National Press
Club yesterday. Bottom : Policemen are rescuing the victim after mass heating. — Star photo
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From Our Correspondent

*Those whom you voted for
in the parliamentary elections
have not come o you in your
time of need,” Mirza Golam
Hafiz sald while assuring the
crowds of all help.

Law Minister said since
flooding was not a common
phenomenon in the nerthern
region, it could not have been
anticipated and, therelore,
there might have been some

in the distribution of re-
lief goods in the initial stage.
"Like the people, the officials
too were not also used to han-

dling prubkn- of such nature

!.nl.hep-t
Law and Justice

see post-flood food situation

Minister also met officials of
the greater Rangpur district at
the Rangpur Circuit House.

Tempo drivers
turn violent

at rally

Bu Staff Correspondent

Tempo drivers turned vio-
lent and created ic in front
of National Press Club on
Thursday suspecting that a
man was ing bombs at
their rally, eyewitness and po-

lice sources ;

A group of agitated drivers
caught one Shaheen who iden-
tified himself as a minibus
driver from inside the Press
Club and started beating him
saying that he tried to deto-
nate a bomb at the meeting.

Some two hundred drivers
gathered at the venue with
thefr tempos to protest the
attack on Mokhlesur Rahman,
General of the Dhaka
City Auto-tempo Workers
Union, by some armed toll col-

Ie::t*ra on October 9 at R K

Mission Road. Rahman was se¢-'

. injured in the incident.

Aried to.rescue
he himsell was

by the mob and received blows
from the unruly drivers. He
lost his cap but managed to
save his revolver.

Police deployed at the spot
got on a police van and started
retrea learing attack.

The police sergeant was
later rescued by another con-
tingent of police rushed to the
spot.
Police recovered a note
boock and a licence [rom
Shaheen's pocket which the
drivers had suspected as bomb.
The recovered licence bearing
Shaheen's photograph proved
he was a minfbus driver resid-
ing at Khilkhet area of the city,
His father's name is Lal Mia.

After . the incident the
tempo workers announced
their six-point demands at the
rally which include immediate
arrest of the attackers of the
union president, measures

inst toll collectors and
withdrawal of false cases
against union leaders.

President of the union
Rafiqul Islam Pintu told The
Daily Star that if their de-
mands are not fulfilled by
October 25, they would go for
a half-day strike in the city.
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Khaleda, Mahathir

agree to expand
trade, cooperation

HARARE, Oct 17:
Bangladesh and Malaysia today
agreed to increase bilateral
trade and cooperation for the
mutual benefit of the two
countries, reports BSS.

This was decided at an ex-
clusive meeting held between
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and her Malaysian counter-
part Dr Mahathir Mohammed
at the International
Conference Centre here this
morning.

A spokesman said the two
leaders exchanged views on bi-
lateral, regional and interna-
tional f{ssues during their
meeting lasting more than half
an hour.

Dr Mahathir stressed that
two countries should
maintain close link in all
fields for mutual benefit of the
two peoples.

He said the Joint Economic
Commission meeting would be
held in Malaysia this year
where efforts would be made
to increase trade between the
two countries.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia
would import manpower [rom
Ban both unskilled and
skilled labourers and profes-
sionals including engineers
and doctors.

Malaysia would also extend
help to Bangladesh in rubber
plantation through providing

expertise, he added.

He also stressed the need’
for close cooperation between

ASEAN and SAARC.

Dr Mahathir maintained
that there should be exchange
of visits by leaders of the two
democratic countries.

Begum Khaleda Zia ex-
tended an invitation to Dr
Mahathir to visit esh
which the latter mﬂnntgldad

The Malaysian Premier also
invited Begum Zia to visit his
country.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman was also
present on the occasion.

Another report adds,
Begum Zia while addressing
the Bangladesh community at a
reception in Zimbabwe said :
The government would strive
hard to improve the country’s
economic condition to change
the lot of the people.

The reception was held at
the residence of Bangladesh
High Commissioner here yes-
terday evening.

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment had inherited a rav-
aged economy left behind by
the autocratic regime during
the last nine years. “The pre-
vious government had plun-
dered national wealth and
economy in the name of so-
called development,” she said.

She mentioned that after
taking over responsibility of

See Page 12 Col. 8

Police Sergeant en duty

Experts say refloatmg p0531ble

Uncertainty looms

over BCCI

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

Uncertainty over salvaging
the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International
(Overseas) Limited (BCCI) in
Bangladesh deepens as there is
no si t of any high-
tcam!n & fmmrhbu!hnhnhi
lo Bangladesh.

No official statement on the
part of the Finance Ministry or
the Bangladesh Bank has been
issued as to the [uture strategy
in the light of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) not oflering
any restructuring package.

On the positive side,

Bank has so far disbursed an
amount of Taka 70 crore ap-
proximately to a number of
depositors — both local and
foreign currency deposit hold-
ers. This has provided consid-
erable relief to several account
holders of BCCI in Bangladesh
but did not raise any hope that
BCCI would be refloated again,
perhaps with a new image and

new enltity.
Meanwhile in other areas,
new developments — both

positive and negative — have
alfected the operations of the

collapsed Bank. According to
sources, in London, four de-

positors of BCCI, mostly of
South Asian origin, are study-
ing possibilitics of taking legal
actions against the Price
Waterhouse, the Bank's audi-
tors, for negligence. Sources
close to the Asian depositors,
many of whom have gone
bankrupt due to the suspen-
sion of BCCI operations, argue
that Price Waterhouse failed to
detect the so-called 'wrong do-
ings' within BCCI even alter a
year the allegations were made
before it was shut down by the
Bank of England.

At the same time, time is
running out with the deadline
for the liquidation of the Bank
in the United Kingdom as well
as Cayman Islands. If the liqui-
dation process goes on sched-
ule, the operations of BCCI in
all other countries including
those in Asia will be adversely
affected.

On the positive side, there
are indications that the stage
is set for the takeover of the
BCCl, llong Kong, by an
Indonesian group. There are
also hopes that some BCCI
branches in India, including

See Page 12 Col. 6
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Bijoya Dashami
today

Dashami will be cele-
t the country
-'Ithl.h: im-

u.f.tmnf

y uhbuuum of
Durga Puja, the reli-
glous festival the Hindu
community, reports BSS.

in the city, the

brated

today (Frida
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of the day includes of

special prayers, blogd donation
and immersion of the images

of the goddess in the
Buriganga, which will be pre-
ceded by a from
the Dhakeswari le, aec-
cording to a press of
the f.-l;r committee.
fourth of the
I'Ivt—dly puja ce attons
Thursday the Hindus across
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BNP misusing relief while
people dying : Hasina

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina Thursday bit-
terly criticised the BNP gov-
ernment for what she said
maintaining silence over the
famine in northern districts
resulting in hundreds of peo-
ple dead, reports UNB.

“The people are fighting
death from starvation while
the ruling party is misusing
and misappropriating reliefl
goods,” she alleged.

Hasina, also Leader of the

t Abdul Malck

Ukil.

The opposition leader also
criticised statements of the
ministers claiming that none
had died for want of food.
"Such false statement is but
mockery with the dying peo-

le.”
2 Hasina said those who did
politics capitalising on the
1974 famine are now in power.
What will they tell the people
about the famine during their
rule?

In a flashback on the socio-
economic condition in 1974,
she said the country had sul-
fered from famine at a time

See Page 12 Col. §
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Hun Sen dumps Heng

PHINOM PENH, Oct 1T:
Prime Minister

Cambodia's electorate to vote
for the party, Hun Sen said.

Heng Samrin — the current
head of state and General
Secretary of the Communist
Party — sat tired and
downcast as the announce-
ment was made.

A party source said Hun Sen
and Heng Samrin were tlo-
cth:r late last night in a

political dispute, with
Hun Sen demanding Heng
Samrin's resignation. Samrin
refused.

The elections — mandated
by a United Nations peace plan

to be signed by Cambodia’s four

factions in Paris next week —
are scheduled for early 1993.

H"ﬂﬂﬂﬂl.'hﬂ“ﬂh
I.m

ment proclamation, delivered
a |5-page address.

Heng Samrin also gave

two ’.1‘- address o
ngress ol the People’s
Revolutionary Party of

Kampuchea — M-ﬂlﬂ
o

chlynhm*ltll:u- .

usher in sweeping reforms in

Samrin for Sthanouk

The new platform elimi-
nates all references to com-

Cambodian programme has
nothing socialist, nothing

communist about it.”

Cambodia will thus become
the first country in Indo-China

to allow opposition parties to
but speakers urged

: C'wealthrleaders

turn attention to
[ ]

South African

sanctions

HARARE, Oct 17: Common-
wealth leaders meeting in
Harare turned their attentfon
to South African sanctions
today, with Nelson Mandela
understood to be uym“:
them to fall into |
his ANC's demand for a
transitional government, re-
port agencies.

The African National
Congress President, who said
before leaving Johannes
earlier this week that he
“certain proposals” to put to
the summit, has remained
tight-lipped on what they

might be.

But conference sources say
he is believed to be agreeing to

phasing out certain sanctions
recommended by Common-

wealth foreign ministers
meeting in New Delhi last
month, while holding out for

vital financial sanctions to re-
main in place until a transition

government has been estab-
lished.

Mandela has been busy of

the [ringes of the summit try-
ing to keep the South African®
issue alive as the
Commonwealth begins to look
inward, focusing more on iis
own future than that of South
Africa for the first time in
decades.

He lunched Wednesday with
British Prime Minister John
Major and had breakiast today

See Page 12 Col. 6

Two killed 1n
BDR firing
at Joypurhat

JOYPURHAT, Oct 17 : Two
people were killed and seven
in BDR firing

ﬁmi melee at a negbtiating

meeting at Dargaloli Hat in the
sadar upazila, reports UNB.
One of the dead was identi-
fled as a school student and
another a rickshawpuller.
Opposition political parties
staged demonstration and
called for a dawn-to-noon har-
tal in the district town tomor-
row prolesting the killings.
Witnesses said an alterca-
tion took place between the
BDR men and the local people
over an Indian bicycle they had

seized from one Ferdous a
month back.

The people of the area be-
came angry when they saw a
BDR man riding the cycle at
Dargatoli Hat.

Later in the evening, a ne-
gotiating meeting between the
BDR and the local people was
held at the Dorgatoli school
field, but the meeting ended in
a flasco.

Al a stage, the BDR men al-

ly fired 14 rounds of gun-
shot, killing rickshawpuller
Mujibur Molla (38) on the spot.
Bullet pierced his belly, wit-
nesscs and hospital sources
said.

Meanwhile, the administra-
tion constitute a one-man judi-
cial’ enquiry committee with
the Additional District
Magistrate to probe the inci-
dent.

Dhaka-Aricha road
transport strike
called off

ARICHA, Oct 17: Bus strike
on the Dhaka-Aricha
was called off today
negotiations between the ad-
ministration and transport
union leaders, ending commu-
nication blockade between the
capital and 368 northern and
southern distriets, reports
UNB.

The Dhaka-Aricha Trans-
pert Workers Union called the
wildesit strike after a show-
cause notice issued by the
Dhaka 3rd Labour Court halted
the trade union's election
scheduled for October 18.

Gabtall Bus Terminal
Sramik Committee Secretary
Shajahan Khan said the indefl-
nite strike was called ofl after
“successful” talks this alter-
noon with the Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority
Chairman and the Deputy
Commissioner of Dhalea- North.

The authorities asSured the
union lcaders of action against
the four expelled members of
the transpert union and also of
withdrawing the case filed

the union on October
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