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‘ Sign;l from Kuala
Lumpur

On the face of it, the communique issued by
the meeting of the Commonwealth Finance
Ministers, just concluded in the Malaysian capi-
tal, offers few new ideas for tackling economic
problems of the developing world. However, it is
the timing of the conference that adds strength
to the views expressed in Kuala Lumpur. Some 46
senior ministers will now communicate them to
the meetings of the World Bank and the Interna-
tienal Fund (IMF) opening in Bangkok
this week and later to the Commonwealth
Summit of Heads of Governments at Harare.
Hence, even il the KL Communique répeats a
number of well-established positions held by poor
nations of the world, there exists a good op-
portunity for holding serious and, hnpc!'u?gr,

ve discussions on the issues concerned
both

and Harare. .

The from Kuala Lumpur relate to two
important areas, among others. In the

place, the chairman of the meeting, Anwar
Ibrahim, the Malaysian Finance Minister, un-

doubtedly spoke for all other participants when
he made a plea that both the World Bank and IMF
should be ble" in offering. often insisting on,

terms to developing countries. He was right in
that while conditions, incorporated by
these organisations and other donors in their aid

. . were generally "sound”, they often failed
to into account local conditions in a develop-
ing mumg. uncomfortably placed at the receiv-

end. us, a sudden and a drastic end of all
su ies on food and other essential commodi-
ties, as often urged by the two aid agencies, can
cause severe hardship among the common people
in a poor Alrican or Asian country. Simgilarly, a
full-scale drive towards privatisation in the indus-
trial sector can uce serious economic dislo-
cations if the local capital and expertise are still
falling behind in taking up the challenge.

While one hopes that meetings in Bangkok will
produce the right kind of interactions among
participants from developing countries, their
cd.lenﬂ::a from industrialised nations and senior
executives of the World Bank and IMF on "aid
conditionalities”, it is essential that their deliber-
ation leads to some major decisions, if not a
breakthrough, on the other issue raised at the
Kuala Lumpur meeting, namely, the debt relief for
mn‘ nations of the world. Here, one plea from

meeting of the f[inance ministers is based on
the call from Britain that industrialised nations
should accept the "Trinidad terms" to slash the
official debts of the poorest nations by $18.6 bil-
lion and reschedule the rest on more favourable
terms. , they have also made a perfectly rea-
sonable point that the donor nations should fol-
low a “"consistent” policy in dealing with debtor
countries. This is in reference to the decision
taken at recent meeting of the Paris Club to re-
duce by 50 percent all loans owed by Poland and *
, a concession which does not so far appl
to other developing countries. In dealing wit

this complex #ssue, it is more important for
donor nalions to be consistent in their policy

than to adopt the line of polilical expediency.

- How are the prospects of the meetings in
- Bangkok offe a new lormula for the relief of
debtor nations ? We will have the answer in a
matter of days. However, the deeision taken on
Friday by European Community countries to
"forgive” up to only $ one billion of debts owed by
Alrican, Caribbean and Pacific countries, out of
the total of $150 billion, which even the EEC
Commission regards as "hopelessly inadequate",
inspires little confidence about the attitude of
dtleast a section of industrialised countries. On
this score, as on all other issues to be taken up in

kok, we reserve pur judgement and even
maintain a degree of cautious optimism.

. &
For a National Design
Institute

Underdevelopment is a product of underutili-
sation of man's immense array of proven and ex-
isting capacities. The first and foremost of these
are man's ided of himself and the world around
him—giv birth to the arts and philosophy.
culture ethics and %[Lu? man with a world-
view. In the underdeveloped societies these get
the worst beating. Then comes the questions of
what man can do rather than what he can be as
covered by the first category. This second
encompasses man's knowledge lending

lo scientific generalisations and all of man's
technical mq of his surrounds and nature.
Underdevelopment issues form a complete cut-
off of the historical developments of individual
societies in these matters. The two categories
combine to result in dismal underutilisation of

not only such expertise that come from
philosophers and historians but also
mathematicians without whose help all science

m tech:ll{?lngy c:lamnut take I'Eiliﬂl in the native soil
would remain as transplants that th
doesn't take. d e

The above is obvious. What is scandalous and is
yet not quite recognised is the underutilisation of
a hundred per cent application-oriented skills
and expertise such as those that the physicians

eers practice although our country is in
80 much in need of these kinds of persons and
their capacities. °

In the above background it is quite natural that
the importance of 'design’ in the economy of the
nation, or even in the life and being of our society
itself has remained largely unrecognised. In the
advanced nations the word has a very large con-
notation. In our backwardness we use the word in
a very narrow sense, harking back all the time to
te design.

It is our good fortune that way back in the six-
ties the then government set up an agency with
‘no less celebrity than the painter Qamrul Hasan
as its chief. li‘l the ]ﬂ&&t tﬁﬂ decades and a half, the
yeoman service rendered by that set-up notwith-
mlals 4 m?hmg has beetn ﬂcliune éu brlnpg in other

s i =

8 sor e auggrtan 1}g asic to all .innn
) time that we realised our lapse ard

set ly to work for set up a ‘national
institute for designs and craﬁsﬂ.m;% dgmandcd re-
l.‘:,tzlzlrltly by the Charushilpt Sangstha — the national
rum of the painters of the country. - The call
%ﬂ in importance by a recent rumour of the
IC-run Centre — the above-mentioned

l‘ﬁ set up by Qamrul — being cut and reduced
its present size. The best way for the na-

to
tion now would be to go for the enlarged national
institute and dovctaﬂ into that the whole of thc‘
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another oflicial search for US .

HE convulsions In

down of the lron Cur-

tain and demolition of the
Berlin Wall have t(utally
reversed the world order that
came about the end ol the
Sccond World War. The polit-
cal ¢ s are flunduamcnial
while the economic changes
have released the forces for
rapid unification of the world
economy. The transition from
central planning to market
even without Lhe cor-
responding political changes

in some countries incvitably
means that stpuctural differ-
cnces among  nalional
cconomics vanish in the
long-run. It would now be a
single economic system Lhe
world ever. A truly global
cconemy is soon o emerge,
Isolation is a thing of the
past. Our economic preospecls
are now entircly dependent on
the international market place
of an inlertwined
world. In the age of electronic
money and in-
formations are instan
lesl Lur-
moil in the New York stock
Exchange is felt round the
world within the ncxt few
hours. Foreign exchange ralcs
rise or (all in sympathy ol each
other. In ordcr to know the
exchange rate of Yen, il is bet-

| ter to knew about Amcrican

dollar first. A subsidy rcduction

h"‘I:vu.lil.par.ll:.hrn.'nInntzlwl::n.luuinlhcz

interest rate by the US Federal
Reserve are not domestic pol-
icy decisions any longer. Their
implications are global. No
economy can therefore remain
isolated.

The NICs today and the
countries which are rapidly
marching ahead to bccome
NICs tomorrow are Lhe major
beneficiaries of the bordericss
global economy. Economies

Eastern Europe, pulling

| Economic Growth

like Korea, llong Kong,
Talwan, 8Sin have

achieved the stalus inspile
of htm n_?l resource
poor because agsres-
sively moved into the bordur-
less market o sell the ne
manufactured products
services. In a » lsler-
linked global economy, the key
succeds [actor shifls [rom Lhe
‘resourees o the markot place,
in which ene must participate
in order to prosper. Natural
resources do nol any longer
constitute wealth. It is the
people who create the wealth,

work hard or peri
realized very carly in life. It

mumm-twnm

vigorously pursued by Lhe
niktion-siale.

We are a resourceless small
country with high density of

pulation. Same s Lruc of
practically all the NICs today.
The only, and a very critical
ogly, diffcrence is that our
huge population is largely illit-
erale, while well educaicd
population is the basic pre-
condition lor the uphill march

in
to NIC status. The priorily of
n:luulhnhnllllcmhld
in . But conce pt

of world should be
explained further.

Simply staled, it would first
of all mean Lthat unrestricied
merchandise (rade, botlh
export and import, can be car-
ried out [rom Bangladesh. It is
ree intcrnational trade with-
out the constraints of Larifl or
inducemcnls of subsidics. Al
Lthe sanw lime, the currency
should be [recly convertible.
Any amount can be bought er
sold and frecly exchangud inle
other currcncies. This how-
ever usually follows stages of
development. First, forcign

capital inflow is vigorously
cncour

gualifie

d but ou s arc
by the amouut of

inflows made in the first
instance: as for cxample,
repatriation of carncd
as a result of investment
originally brought inform
abroad. As the wvolume of
foreign trade expands, restric-
tons on currency movemecnis
arc gradually relaxed for bring-
ing «bout a true berderiess
woild when movement of
guods and services as well as
currency transactions across
the border in any form would
no bn..-r constituie lmuml

but legal trade. .

Competition

The guestion still remains
as o how we could possibly
compele with the eflicient
produccrs of East Asia in Lhe
international market placc?
The two biggest sources of vur
cexporis today, frozen fish and
readymade garments enjoy no
government proleclion, sub-

But the false image of boun-
ties of tLhe past deceply
ingrained in eour mind work
against Lhe spiril of hard work.
There is a continuous siriving
1o find the easy way out. Ne,

munt; going withoult
food and sheliericss in a
stormy monsoon night. Every
Japanese or Korean fs fully
conscious of this reality. We
are noL. '

it is not only that we have
no resource, bul even If we
had, there is no guarantee that

the Borderless

we would not have rematned
where we are al present. Look

them to diversify into

goods and services which are

more techneology and capital
intensive.

In case of scveral product

calcgorics whose manulfactur-

ing require relatively more

* fabour we should be efficient

produccrs provided our work-
ers are hard working and dili-
gent. Skill is but
given the will, skill can be
acquired in no time. In the
successful econoniies of east
and south-ecast Asia, the
basically rural labour force have
within a generalion become
skilled indusirial workers,

. atlaining highest levels of efli-

cicncy as machine o tors,
mechanics or foreman. Our
people as ex-patriale workers

| know of a Japanese clec-
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T is still the monsoon
season In South-cast
Asia so there musi be

soldiers "missing in action”
(MIA's) going on somewhere in
the region's steamy jungles.

So goes the jaded reasoning
ol old Asia hands in Bangkok
where "MIA hunters”™ prowl
the red light district, living ofl
the reward money offcred by
US [amilies of the missing, and
in Dong Khoi street in llo Chi
Minh City where one can mwect
a hawker sclling "US bones™
and a pack of Marlboro
cigarettes.

Since late July, joint US and
Vietnamese teams have been
combing the Vietnamesce coun-
tryside to find out the [ate of
some 2,273 US scrvicemen
who never went home aller

the Vietnam War ended in -

1975.

No MIA hag been found as a
rcsult of these investigations
but the suspicion that there
arc slill prisoners ol war
(POW's]) in Vietnam — cgped
on by reports of live sightings
— ensurcs that the ‘MIA issuc
will continue to plaguc rcla-
tions between Vietnam and the
United States.

"The whole US Victnam
policy is held hostage by Lhe
MIA issuec,” said one Bangkok
based senior diplomat.

Critics of the US Victnam
policy say that the MIA issuc is
clouding real rapprochuiment
between old enemics who
stopped shooting at each other
18 years ago.

They say the US govern-
ment shows selfish inlcrest in
pursuing the MIA issuc while
overlooking” the concerns of
the Vietnamese governmoent
which says it has over 300,000
soldicrs missing in action and
thousands more left maimed
and handicapped without
proper medical care from the
"American war”.

Alter waiting for 18 ycars,
the US government is back in
Vietnam but it is net doing
business or offering humanitar-
ian help to onc of the world's
most impoverished nations,
said a diplomal.

In keeping with its priori-
ties, Washinglon's first muwve
towards "normalisation” has
been to s¢t ap a US POW oflice
in Hanoi. And Vietnam has
pledged to hclp in this MIA
search in hopes of ending a
US-led embargo that has kept
it on the [ringes of the Asfan

Sir, Restructuring exercises
are better than no restructur-

ing; for example, the creation’

of DESA. But the question re-
mains : how doawe restructure
the human mind (viz corrup-
tion, undesirable activities,
ete.)? Serving "old wine In a
new bottle” might not solve
the problem, and achieve the
desired goal. There should be a
process for the removal (or
punishment) of the undesir-
able persons responsible for
the human weaknesses. A sys-
tem cannot run efficiently with
bad ¢lements forming a part of
the system — the h of a
¢hain cannot be greater than
the weakest link.

The ldll'dl"eiltrltlnn has to
face real

for some ic pruning ;

re
gardiess of 1&-&»“ which
against public interest. The
"human” system loss has to be

Vietnam : ‘MIA Hunters’

cconomic revelultion.

Sonw obscrvers say the US
lobby for the MIA issuc and
against the lilting of the
decades-old ceonomic embar
go Is driven by people who e
vehemently opposed to e
communislt governmentl o
| lanof.

The suspicion that there are still US soldiers
missing in action in Indochina continues Lo

cloud relations between Vietnam and the
United States. Philip Smucker of IPS

reports, from Bangkok.

—
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"There are plenty ol povde
out there who want to spend
the rest ol their lives bringing
down the Viclnamese govern-
ment,” said Raymond Ealon,
chairman of the Indochina
markets committee of Lhe
Amcrican Chamber of ‘Co-
mmerce in Thailand.

Eaton in spcarheading a
drive o ¢nd the embargo
against Vietnam.

But the US MIA issue
appcars mainly to be kept alive
by politicians in Washinglon
who are lobbicd constantly by
familics of the missing.

In a recent lctiter to the
National League of Familics of
US Prisoncrs and Missing in

Action of South-cast Asia, US
President George Bush said
the MIA issuc was a Llop
national priority. :

. "Il any Amcricans are still
being hcld captive, decisive
action will b¢ taken to bring
them home,” Bush said.

Since the Vietnam War
ended, MIA hunters, and-oflcn
desperate lot of politicians,
family members, journalists
and mercenaries, have been
searching the far corners of
lL.aos, Cambodia and Vietnam
for any clues to The fate of
missing US servicemen.

Most have discovered Lhat
they have become the victims

'Ershad :
and be prepared :
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initially confined within 10 per
cent (we all cannot be angels).

Sceptic Consumer
Dhalaa

Magic of “M”

Sir, Since independence;
successive governments, came
to power to run the affairs of

-Bangladesh. Interestingly, the

Ministry of Home Affairs re-
mained within the captivating
charm of ‘M’ : Till date, the
principal name of all the min-
isters representing the
Ministry, begins with English
letter 'M'..
The above nation will be
t from the examples
— Mujib period : 1. Abdul
Malek Ukil, 2. Md. Abdul
Mannan. Zia period : 1. Lt Col
(Rtd) ASM Mostafizur
Rahman, 2. Prof Abdul Matin.
5 Gen
gltlll ahabbat Jan
howdhury, 2. Major Gen (Rtd)
Abdul Mannan Siddiky, 3.
Major Gen (Rtd) Mahmudul
Hasan. Khaleda Zia's Govt :

Abdul Mdtin Chowdhury.

Isn’t it a magic behind such
continuity regardirig the name
of Home Ministers ?

Md Moniruzzaman
Tejgaon, Dhaka

Open B 1 T Rajshahi

Sir. lam a student of BI T
Rajshahi. The college’ has been
closed sine die since July 28
Lﬂ:t. Ttl:l:m authorities still

ven't taken any step to n
the college. The ltudentlo_l::
just missing the time which
Ezcy will néver be able to avail

"So it Is our fervent request
to the college authority as well
as to the government to take
necessary steps to open the
college immediately and help
us to continue our educational
life for which our guardians are
paying %o

Sagar -

Dhaln

. edly

of a cruel hoax. After 15 years
of sifting through reports and
pholographs, US olflicials have
found no evidence of surviving
MIA's.

Recently, a photo purport-
three US airmen
being held prisoner in
Indochina refocused th® US

OPINION

The way the former gov-
ernment raised telephone
rates successively, it became
impossible for the middie class
to maintain a telephone. In by-
gone days, a telephone could
be regarded as a luxury item,
but today it is an essential
facility for the commonman. In
the context of the expansion of
city limits and rise in trans-
port fare a telephone has be-
come nsable as a means
of communication. In this situ-
ation the repeated and irra-
tional hikes in telephone
charges are too heavy ll:)r the
common subscriber to endure.

Before liberation the tele-
phone rate was 25 paisa per
call and line rent of rupees ten
per month. After liberation the
line rent went on increasing
and reached Taka 60 which, by
another big leap in 1989, was
raised to Taka 150. This was
absurd. The call charge was
also raised repeatedly from 90
paisa then and today, with the
addition of the different levies,
it is Taka 2/-. Besides, an ex-
cise duty of 15 per cent has
been imposed on the total
mon bill which works out
to an additional 25 paisa per
call.

Before and after liberation,
till the time of President Ziaur
Rahman, excise tax was un-
heard of. Excise duty is usually
claimed on alcohol and nar-
cotics. How this tax came to be
levied on telephone is a mys-
tery. As a result of this, the call
charge which amounted to 25
paisa before liberation has now
reached Taka 2/-, which is un-

realistic and unendurable.

Before liberation the installa-
tion and sh charges of a
telephone were Taka 500 and
Taka 250 respectively. But
during the autocratic rule of
General Ershad the charges
were raised to Taka 30,000
and Taka 5,000. However, on
request from . Bangladesh
Nagarik Adhikar Parishad the
present government very re-
cently decided to reduce it to
Taka 20,000 and Taka 2,500
respectively.

In the perspective of the fi-
nancial ability of the middle
class Pﬂ:]':: we consider these
amount to be very ~As
the installation of a hlélig’mm
does not virtually cost more
than a few hundred Taka.

(Then certainly did the former

government levy such absurdly .

exorbitant ¢ that none
but the rich have access
to a telephone 7) On the other
hand, those subscribers who
live in rented house find it
very difficult to change their

from a Soviet

All About Teleph

V&'l altention on the issuc.
ietnam denounced the photo
as a fraud, saying it was part of
a conspiracy to sour US-
Vietnam relations.
US investigators said the
hoto may have been taken
usi
like other known [akes gm-
duced by hucksters and con
mcn.
Most leads come from

refugee camps the Thai-
Cambodian and -Laotian
borders, where refu anx-
jous for asylum in United

Slalcs arc interviewed daily.
The photo of the three airmen
apparently came from an aid

address and have practically

been made hostage to the

landlord. -
The price line has no doubt

moved u eve re in
the world, including the
neighbouring countries.

Telephone rates have also
risen along with the rise in the
prices of other items. But the
increase in telephone rates in
our country has no paralle] in

other country. In West
Bengal before 1971 the tele-
phone rate was 25 paisa per
call and a line rent of rupees
ten; at present the call charge
and rental have not been seg-
regated and fixed rate of ru-
pees 330 is charged for two
months which provides 244
free calls with 50 paisa for
cach additional call. There the_
installation and shifting
charges are unc at ru-
pees 500 and rupees 250 re;
spectively. At the existing rates
a” subscriber in West Bengal
does not have to pay more than
rupees 165 or 170 per month
for his telephone. But in our
country each call entails three
wrong calls or ghost calls on

-an average and the total

monthly bill on a e comes
to Taka 1000 to 1500. In
Pakistan too the telephone
charges are more or less at the
former level and a =ubscriber
does not have to payy.aore than
rupees 150 to 200.

The former government in-
troduced digital system in
Uttara and some other areas of
the city. At that time it was
said that the digital system
would eliminate the frequent
ghost calls and cross connec-
tions and other disorders and
for these benefits, the line
rent was fixed at Taka 250 and
call charge raised to Taka 3.
But in practice it was found
that digital telephone func-
tioned in the same way as ana-
logue telephone. That being
the case, it is not clear to the
people why more than Taka
one crore was spent in this
poor country for partial
switchover to this system. It is
significant to mention here
that both India and Pakistan,
while more developed than us
as regards commerce, industry
and economy. have still re-
tained the analogue system.

When introducing the digl-
tal system line rent was raised
to Taka 2560 with assurance of
better service. Now the rent
has been reduced to Taka 150.
But why then rental of ana-
logue telephone was sudde
raised to Taka 250 a
brought at par with that of dig-

of dialling

: told jou
lists in Washinglon rcecntly,
finding a living MIA would be
the discovery of a lictime, "the
pol of gold at” the end of the
rainbow ... an cnormous carcer
maker for somecone in the

one

ital phone? The Telephone
Department owes the people
an explanation. As excess ex-
penditure in this sector hits
the common subscriber, in the
same way an inflated telephone
bill hits commerce and indus-
try. The quality of service of
the telephone de t is at
present dtplﬂmm Most
telephones remain out of order
for fifteen days in a month but
the amount of the bill remains
high all the time. At the time
sometimes one is
dismayed to find the dial tone
ringing as soon as one has
turned the first or the second
digit, at other times there is
no tone of any kind evens
after turning the sixth digit! If
the number called is engaged
or out of order, a ‘broken or
continuous tone is supposed to
ring. But often no such tone
rings. Commonly three wrong
calls are rung before a caller
reaches the right number,
which puts a further financial
burden on the subscriber.
Sometimes it takes hours to
put the call through. Many
tend to regard the telephone
as a painful necessity and
would be happy to be able to
do without one.

In this situation the citizens
find no justification for contin-
uously raising the charges
without improving the service.
We on behalf of esh
Citizens Rights Committee call
upon the Telephone
Department to withdraw the
unreasonable raises in rates for
the greater good of the coun-
try. We request the Ministry of
Telecommunication to take
appropriate steps in this di-
rection. We propose that here
too fixed charge should be In-
troduced with 200 or 300 free
calls, in the line of systém fol-
lowed in Calcutta the fixed
charge should not ‘be more
than Taka 300 per month.
Stories are heard of corruption
in the preparation of bills with
the involvement of e i
It is often alle that he bill
of one sub is switched
to another subscriber in return
for Illeﬁ gratification. Inflated
bill a sometimes results
from mechanical breakdown
but the bill can seldom be got
amended. We think that the
policy of fixed rate will save
the subscriber from the al-
leged rapacity of the employ-
ees of the department.
citizens hope t the above
measures will be taken to
enable the middle class to
allord a telephone which is an
;;ltnul.l junct of modern



