under-fed

DU male students

By Sohel Manzur

Male resident students of
Dhaka University are suffering
from acute malnutrition, a re-
cent study the Institute of
Nutrition Food Science of
the university reported.

According to the study the
male resident students are sul-
fering from low pressure and
underweight compared to
their height. Mean calorie in-
take was lower than their re-
quirement and the intake of
vitamin A was extremely low,
the said.

The study also found that
the food avatllable in Lhe resi-
dential halls was not sullicient
to maintain normal health of
the students. had to de-
pend on food outside
the campus, it added.

The however, could
not say anything about the nu-
tritiona] status of the female
resident students as it was
conducted only on 125 stu-
dents from five male halls of
the university — Fazhul llug

Hall, Jagannath Hall, lazi
Mohammad Mohsin [lall,
Shahidullah Hall and Ziaur

Rahman Hall

The study conducted by
Moazzem Hossain under the
supervision of Dr Quazi
Salamatullah felt that the nu-
tritional status of the rcsident
students could be improved
through creating awarcncss
among them and providing
with the nutrition education
and dietary guideline.

The students were thor-
oughly examined to find out
the levels of their weight,
height, blood prgssurc, food
intake and some blood bio-
chemical paramecters.

The mean age, average
height and weight of the par-
ticipants were 23.22 years,
166.2 cm and 52.23 kgs re-
spectively. The average desired
weight was 59.20 kgs. Their
average monthly total expendi-
ture was Taka | 123 and that
for food was Taka 769.

Their mean blood pressure
of the participants was systolic
103 mmHg and diastolic 67
mmHg.

Dietary survey indicated
that the average daily intake of
nutrients were prolein 66.8
gm. iron 22.5 mg, calcium 512
mg vitamin A 736 IU and vi-
tamin C 29.7 mg. Mean calorie
intake was 1889 kcal per day.
It was also found that 76.97
per cent of the total calorie
intake came from the food
they ook inside the halls and
23.03% [rom outside.

The mean biochemical pa-
rameters of the participants
were blood haemoglobin 14.84
g/dl, serum total protein 7.73
g/dl, serum albumin 4.54 g/di
and scrum total cholesterol

136.0 mg/dl
Daily calorie intake was
3.33 per cent lower than that

uired to maintain ideal
e
participant, was then

students were re-examined
and it was found that they
gained their near-ideal body
weight, blood pressure and
blood haemoglobin level by

following the suggestions.

Within this time, the mean
body weight increased (o
53.67 kg which was 90.7% ol
the ideal weight. It was 88.2%
(52.23 kg) three months be-
fore. The mean systolic blood
pressure increased to 107
mmHg (3.88% increased) and
dias pressure to 71 mmilg
(3.05% increased).

survey at the second
time indicated that the average
daily intake of nutrients were
protein 75.3 g (12.72% in-
creased), firon 25.1 mg
(11.56% increased), calcium
587 mg (14.65% increased),
vitamin A 964 U (30.98% in-
creased) and vitamin C 56.8
mﬂtﬂl.!ﬁ% increased). Mean
ric intake was 2160 kcal
per day (14.34% increased).
The mean biochemical param-
eters (hacmoglobin, serum to-
tal protein, albumin and total
cholesterol) investigated were
within normal range. About
98% ol the total participants
were within normal range of
blood ha lobin, which was
87% in the t time.

There are three food ser-
vice systems in the Dhaka
University halls, dini sys-
tem, canteen sysiem and mess
system.

The dining systcem {s man-
aged by the hall authorities and
the hall student union leaders.
In the canteen system, can-
teens are managed by Lheir
owners on commercial basis.

The mess sysiems in unau-
thorised. It has dcveloped at
all the residential halls with
several small groups of stu-
dents managing their food
kecping a cooking boy.

Some resident students
when asked said the atmo-

sphere al the dining halls was
unhygicnic and unhealthy. The
foods available there were
quite sub-standard, al-
lcged. But they preferred the
caleterfa system because it
gives scope to choose between
items and also to eat outsidc.
But the system should be
strictly supecrvised by the
housc tutors, they opincd.

Gunmen seize ha]ls-
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of gunshot were fired in the
Zahurul Huq Hall area, there
was reportedly an innercon-
flict of the pro-Awami League

Chhatra League at a conference
in the area. The conflict was
reported over formation of
new committees.

Chhatra League sources,
however. denied its link with
the incident and said a group
of armed activists of pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal had
fired on the conference.

One of the teachers, want-
ing not to be named, said
armed elements take position
in the club every now and then
while fighting rivals.

“We were forced to stay in
the club till 12.30 Thursday
night as gunbattle gripped the
campus since the evening.” he
said.

Meanwhile. the Dhaka Uni-
versily Teachers' Association
(DUTA) in a statement Sa-

turday expressed grave con-

Two killed in
road mishap
in Manikgan;

MANIKGANJ, Oct 12: Two
boys were killed in separate
road accident, at Dhaka-Aricha
highway today, police said, re-
poris UNB.

An unidentified boy, aged
12, was crushed under the
wheels of a Aricha-bound truck
the highway near Pukuria
village of Ghior upazila at 3 pm.
Police seized the truck (Dhaka
-6702) while the driver

The body was sent to Sadar

morguc for autopsy.

u (15) was killed on the
spol and Tfive others injured
when a Dhlkn-lhlpound jtruck
loaded with jute turned turtle
on Kalampur bridge near
I)h“-::'u at 5 pm.

B>

(Dhaka DHA-643) but the -

driver fNed.

" Federation President

cern over the severe deter-
joration of the campus si-
tuation.

The statement said the sit-
uation at the university were
deteriorating day by day de-
spite the de of the teach-
ers to the government and the
political parties for a violence-
free campus. It said the situa-
tion had gone beyond control
of the university authorities.

The DUTA said huge arms
and ammunition were at the
halls and if those would not be
recovered immediately, the fu-
ture of students would be
uncertain.

It hoped that the demo-
cratic government would take
effective measure in this re-

gard.

Biswas
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fully implemented for the im-
provement of the lot of the
pcople.

He said people from all
walks of life irrespective of
party affiliation and opinion
should extend cooperation to
the government in {ts eflorts
for attaining the desired de-

velopment goals.

The President stressed on
promoting creative activities in
the society 1o promotie our
national entity. We should
show respect to the scholars,
he said.

He also called upon the
teachers to extend their
wholehearted cooperation to
ensure peaceful atmosphere on
the campus.

The representatives of the
federation discussed various

faced by the teachers
with the President who gave
them a patient hearing.

The members of the delega-
tion included Chairman of
Prof Eajuddin Ahm:g.

r
Enamul Huq Khan and
Secretary General M Shariful
Islam.
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Benazir Bhutto, flanked by her lawyer and

pPOWer.

Court biased, |

says Benazir

ISLAMABAD, Oct 12:
Pakistani Opposition leader
Benazir Bhutto appcarced be
fore the country's Supreme
Court today to argue that a
special court hearing corrup-
tion charges against hcr was
biased, reports Reuter.

Tight security surrounded
Benazir's a in view ol
a near riot when she was
ordered to appear before the
ligh Court in Lahore carlicr
this year.

Entry w0 the Supreme Court
building was restricted and
armed police commandos
guarded Lhe courtroom and
corridors.

Benazir's Attorney Raja
Anwar moved a petition asking
Pakistan's highest court to
transfer three cases [rom the
special court of Justice
Reashid Aziz Khan in Lahore
on the grounds that he had
shown himsell to he biased.

Benazir faces a total of eight

cases of abusing her powcer
while Prime Minister. All were
instituted by President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan who dismissed her
government in August last year.

If convicted she could be
barred lrom holding any public
office for seven years.

Benazir used a news conler-
cnce later 1o resume her 14-
month-old campaign against
Ishag Khan, saying his rclatives
were "flourishing while the
nation is wasling away."

With conservative Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif in
power, she said, Ishaq khan
was "deal, dumb and blind
about the corruption, lawless-
ness, violence, abuse of power
and horsc trading that is tak
ing place.”

She said Pakistan was on
the verge of economic collapse
and only a national government
could forge consensus between
conflicling groups now tcaring

the country apart.

Polaroid photo left by an unidentified messenger at the
office of United News of India showing kidnapped
Romanian envoy Livill Radu (C) flanked by two masked
and heavily armed Khalistan Liberation Front militants.

—AFP photo

JP constitution
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Chairman Ershad'.

The Prosecution side also
questioned him about his per-
sonal life.

Tajul said that he could not
remember his date of marriage
and birth dates of his three
sons.

The Prosecution also said
that Tajul had married a
woman who was the wife of a
school teacher after enticing
her.

However, Tajul Islam hur-
riedly opted to give a clarifica-
tion on his marriage.

Deposing in the Court he
said that his wile was his
cousin who had been divorced
by her former husband. lle
married her later on humani-
tarian grounds.

tHie said that her three sons
also stay with him at present.

When the Attorney Gencral
asked this question Defence
Counsel  Yousuf Hossain
Humayun raised an objection
that this question was irrele-
vant to which the Attorney
General Aminul Haque replied,
"It is very much relevant to the
case for he (witness Tajul) en-
ticed the woman".

Tajul strongly defended
himself and said that he could
produce Lhe former husband of
his wife and their three chil-
dren Russel, Jewel and
Chandan to prove that his wife
had been divorced by her
former husband.

During ths cmnWm-
tion Tajul further deposed that
the March 20, 1991 petition
asking lo rclieve Ershad of the
case submitied to the former
Acting President did not men-
tion the money belonged
o the Jatiya Party,

lle further admitted that

the casc lodged by former
Acling Secretary General of
the party ABM Shahjahan did
not mention how the Jatiya

Party raised funds to buy a
house,

Tajul during his deposition
said that 1,46,42,800 taka was
collected through primary
membership subscriptions of
the party, 25,35,250 taka was
collected through donations,
3,22,250 taka was collected
through subscriptions by party
MPs and District Council
Chairmen while 25 lakh taka
was donated by Moudud
Ahmed, Mizan Chowdhury and
leaders of the party.

llc said that all this money
had not been deposited in the
bank.

tle further said that there
was a bank account of the
Jatiya Party with the Green
Road branch of Agrani Bank
which usced to be operated un-
der the joint signatures of the
party chairman and the secre-
tary gencral.

Alter cross-examination for
about two hours yestcrday
Judge Mohammad Ali Khan ad-
journed the court to resume it
on Tucsday.

One killed 1n

Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Oect 12: A
young man was killed and 20
others were injured, five seri-
ously, in a road mishap on
Sirajganj-Bogra road loday, po-
lice said, rcports UNB.

Moniruddin (22) of Panbari
in Lalmonirhat district died on

the spot as the Sirajganj-bound
bus plunged into a roadsidc
ditch near the Horcgati village

of Rafganj upazila this after-
noon.

an umdentified man (L), entering
Rawalpindi Supreme Court on Saturday. Benazir is charged with corruption while in

Ambassador to Thailand.

the

—AFP photo

Sonia won't
contest polls,

says Rao

NEW DELHI, Oct 12 : Sonia
Gandhi, the Itallan born widow
of India’s assassinated former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi,
will not contest elections o
Narltament, Prime Minister P
V Narasimha Rao said today,
reports AFP.

Rao told reporters here that
Sonia had declined the ruling
Congress (I)] Party’'s nomina-
tion for her husband's Amethi
constiluency in the northern
state of Uttar Pradesh in next
month's elections.

He said he met her at her
residence here and asked her
to contest and the 44-ycar-old

' mother of two replied: “No’',

repeal ‘No™.

Sections of the Congress
(1), which Gandhi headed until
his assassination on May 21,
had repeatedly urged his
widow lo take her husband's
place in Parliament from the
Amethi constituency.

Gandhi, who married Sonia
in 1968, had bgen clected four
times to Parliament [rom
Amcthi since 1981,

Saifur in Bangkok
to attend WB, IMF
meetings

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman Salurday arrived in
Bangkok to altend the annual
mecling of World Bank (WD)
and Initcrnational Monclary
Fund (IMF), reports UNB.

He flew to the Thai capitlal
from Kuala Lumpur alter at-
tending the Commonwecalth
Finance Ministers’ Conference,
according 1o a message re-
ceived here Saturday after-
Noon.

On arrival, the Finance
Minister was rcceived at the
airport by high ranking offi-
cials of Thai Ministry of
Finance, the World Bank and
IMF and Bangladesh

Rahman will lead a six-
member delcgation to the WB-
IMF Conference to be hosted

by Thailand for thc first time
among Asian countrics.

The Minister is scheduled
to hold a series of mcetings
with his counterparts [from
other countries now in
Bangkok to atlend the annual
mecting of the Board of
Governors of the WB group
and the IMF,

He will also have talks on
matters of mutual interest with

high exccutives of the WB and
IMF.

BNP, JP clash
at Jamalpur:

S injured

JAMALPUR, Oct 12 : Five
Jatiya Party members sus-
tained injurfes in a clash with
BNP activists in the town to-
day, reports UNB.

Jatiya Party district con-
vener Shaliqul Islam Khoka,
ex-MP said tonight that the
clash ensued between the two
rival groups while Jatiya Party
was holding “Protest Day™ in
different upazilas of the dis-
trict and elsewhere in the
country.

Matin
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peace and normalcy on the
CAMpuUSs.

The opposition leader also
demanded immediate release
of opposition leaders and
workers and withdrawal of
"[alse cases" filed against them
during the Ershad regime,

She also suggested that
those convicted by Martial Law
court tribunals be allowed to
appeal to the higher courts.

The sources said the Home
Minister assured that neces-
sary actions will be taken
shortly.

uty leader of the oppost-
tion us Samad Azad, Awami
Le Joint Secretary Abdul
Jalil, Dr Mizanul Huq MP,
Mohiuddin Ahmed MP,
Suranjit Sengupta MP and
Syed Ahmed were also present

Iunﬂtmﬁn. |

‘ JCD sweeps
violence-ridden

college po

By Staff
Several

lis
dent
nshots were fired
and a of crackers ex-
m Saturday in the Ba-
Shah Park area during a
clash between JCD activists
and of Jatiya Party.
The ¢ occurred during
| election o the Students Union
of Kabi Nazrul Islam College.
The rival groups armed
with guns, knives, sticks and
clashed for

held on schedule and the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal panel
the

= Tn":;ud Shahadat

Hossain Allas Munna (265}, a
former General Secretary of
the Suh College Stu-
dent Union, from the area. Po-
lice also setzed two ns,
10 rounds of live bullets, two
ramdaos and two big knives
from his house at nearby 22
Patla Khan Lane. A case was
registered with Sutrapur po-
lice.

Earlter on Friday night,
gunshots were exc be-
tween the rival groups which
started at around 8 pm and
continued till midnight in and
around the college campus
area. None was injured.

Police on Thursday arrested
12 persons from the college
campus on charge of being in-
volved in terrorist activities.

Student stabbed
to death by
school-mate

By SSMCH Correspondent

A student of Dhaka
Collegiate School at Sadarghat
in the city was stabbed to
death allegedly by a school-
mate Saturday.

Mahbub |lossain (13), a stu-
dent of class eight, succumbed
to his injuries at the Sir
Salimullah Medical College
Hespital.

Witnesses said Mahbub was
allegedly stabbed by a student
ol class nine in front of the
main gate of the school at
about 11-30 am. The killers
identity and the cause of the
incident could not be known.

Mahbub, eldest among
three brothers and one sister
is the son of Abdur Raul, a
resident of 3/5 B, Chandi
Charan Dose street in Wari.

Mahbub, was immediately
taken to National Hospital and
was laler transferred to
SSMCI| where doctors de-
clared him dead.

Allegation refuted
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as misleading and said the BNP
government will not allow a
single person to die without
food.

State Minister for Relief
Lutfar Rahman Khan also de-
nied reports of death without
[ood bui admitted incidents of
death [rom diarrhoea.

He said medicine, worth
about Taka 5 rrore were sent
lo the aflected areas where
sullicicnt numbers ol doctors
and health workers are
working round the clock.

The state minister said he
would give a fuller report to
the liouse today (Sunday) on
the situation in northern dis-
tricts.

Panic micros
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rorists are snatched mainly
from around the campus at
gunpoint, a reliable source said
adding that these wcre re-
lcased after being used, for pe-
riods varying from sevcral
hours to days. Besides, some

arc privately owned, the
source mentioned.

At the peak of the anti-
Ershad A movement last
November, Golam Faruk Obhi
and his associates created
panic by their frequent move-
ment on campus in an ambu-
lance, This style of terrorism
was a new one on campus and
cach time an ambulance
passed through the campus
studénts and others panicked.

Both the warring groups
were in tough competition to
increase their strength in
arms and outsiders at resi-
dential halls, where they had
established their stronghold,

us sources said.

According to the sources,
the JCD had been keeping its
dominance mostly over the
Mohsin, Suryasen, Jasimuddin
halls while its rival the BCL at
the Zahurul Haq, Salimullah
and th ;

Insiders of both the student
organisations while talking to
this correspondent admitted
that the leaders were having
little influence over the armed
groups in their respective or-
ganisations.

Members of the armed
groups in bolh organisations
were more interested in bat-
tling their rivals to ensure
their existecnce. Otherwise,
they feel they are being ig-
nored in their respective or-

nisations, said a student
ader on condition of
anonymity.
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The Midnight File

BANGCGKOK, Oct 12:
voiced concern that Sovict interest in

ports AP.

Kuwait resumes issuing visas

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 12: Kuwail has resumed granting visas
to forcigners but will continue to refuse them to nationals of

countrics which supported Irag during
Intcrior Minister Ahmad |lammoud sald today.

had stopped giving oul visas two moniths ago lo
try of foreigners into Kuwail, Sheikh |lammoud

AFP.

Brandt operated upon

FRANKFURT, Oct 12: Former West Cerman Chancellor

Willy Brandt has been

operated on for removal of a tumeor

from his colon, his office in Bonn said Saturday. His condition

was reported ”
of German

good” . The 77-year-old Brandt is the patriarch
politics, and won the 1971 Nobel Peace Prize for

his efforts to improve ties with Eastern Europe, reports AP.

Indemnity bill
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to come lo a decision on Lhe
Indemnity Repeal Bill if ade-
quate cflorts were made.

He said he had itnstructed
the secretary of the committee
to collect the opinlons ex-
pressed by eminent lawyers of
the country on the Bill, and
also those expressed though
newspaper editorials for the
purpose.

The Law Minister requested
the Opposition to confine dis-
cussion on the Bill in the
commiliee till it linalised (ts
report, otherwise the com-
mittee might be influenced, or
sub :

us Samad Azad, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and
AL MPs Salahuddin Yusuf,
Sudhangsu Sckhar Haldar and
Motia Chowdhury said that the
Bill was a property of the
House, and discussion on it
could not be subjudice.

Abdus Samad Azad de-
manded that the commitice be
given a week's time to com-
plete its work. In reply Law
Ministcr Mirza Golam |laliz
said one weck would be too
short a time and suggested
that two weeks be allowed.
The Speaker agreed to the
suggestion.

The Parliamentary Comm-
ittee on campus terrorism was
formed unanimously after a
general discussion on Lthe
subject on the basis of the
demand of the Opposition dur-
ing the last session.

However, as the Opposition
could not nominate scven
members on that wvery day,
proviston was made for subse-
quently nominating Opposition
members to the commitlee.

Party influence and
terrorism
The Leader of the

Opposition Sheikh Hasina told
parliament on Saturday that a
certain party in order lo c¢x-
pand its spheres of influcnce
was crealing terrorism in edu-
cational institutions.

Col (IRetd) Akbar Hossain of
the BNP said in his reply that
the Leader of the Opposilion
was good enough not to name
any parly. Requesting her to
follow the footsteps of Prophet

Muhammad (SM) in ng ad-
vice 0 olhers, he said that the
nation hold all partics, not

hny particular . responsi-
shouid

ulate Sheikh Razzak Al
on behall of two independent
MPs on his getling elected
unanimously, some AL mem-
bers reminded him that the
indcpendent members had
voled for the BNP candidate in
the presidential election. The
retired Major retorted “If your
lcadcrs could take oath as min-
islers afler the assassination of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujfbur
Rahman, can't we cven cast a
vole?

Deputy Speaker.
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on a point of order spol
against. the 10 ordi

placed before the House for
ratification. He said that the

ordinances were promulgated

lo increcase salary of the
President, Speaker, Deputy
Spcakcer, Ministers, Stalc
Ministers and Judges, but no
bill has been placed for in-
creasing the of the
members of the Parliament.
Barrister Aminul Haque's
name came up as the member
of ministers from Rajshahi di-
vision was less than other divi-

sions, but was finally dropped.
Acenrding to insiders, the

Awami League is seriously con-
tcmplating to contest the
election of Dcputy Speaker.
Yesterday afternoon, it sat in a
mecling with the ty chicf
Sheikh Hasina in chair. It
was learnt that Sudangshu
Shckhar Haldar was named by
a section ol party MPs to con-
test but he rcfused the day's
mceling ended without any
decision.

Mcanwhilc, the BNP has al-
ready communicated the namc
of Panni as Dcputy Speaker Lo
all opposition parties. The
clection will be held today
evening.

Razzak elected
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Giving his reaction Lo
ncwsmen immediately aflter
taking the oath of office
Razzak said he was "really very
happy to be elected Speaker of
the Sangsad unanimously” and
expressed his gratjtude to all
the members of the Sangsad.

Razzak pointed out that
since the present Jatiya
Sangsad was elected in free
and fair polls under a non-par-
tisan neutral government, it
had many responsibilities to

rform commensurating with
the hopes and aspirations of
the people.

The new Speaker described
the current parliament as
unique in terms of the
government accountable to the

Both the Treasury and
Opposition Bench members
should put in their best efforts
to help parliamentary democ-
racy flourish in the country. In
this connection, he said the
difference of opinion of both
parties should be nar-
rowed to forge a national

Replying to a question, as
to what would be his role in
the party politics, the Speaker
said when he (Speaker) would

:

Parliament Secretariat and
parliamentary standing com-
millces so that members could
participate in different delib-
crations fruitfully.

Rrplﬁcmg to another ques-
tion whether there was any
precedence of e ex-
perts in the Parliament
Secretariat and standing
commiliees in any country, the
Speaker said there were such
provisions in the state assem-
blies of the United States and

sense among
Bench members in pmﬂtnﬂ
support to the Sangsa

Secretariat.” He said the issue
would also be discussed with

the opposition parties.

To a question as to when
the Deputy S would be
elected, the said he
might be elected today

Asked if there was pos-
sibility of clecting the

aker from the Opposition
:E. the said Lhere

was no such precedence -
where in the world. When
that in India the Depuly
Speaker bel to the
o) tion, said a kind

coalition government was in
power there.



