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How to Stop Pollution and Promo

OW o curb enviro-
nmental disasiers when
managers do not

{t to help ensure Lhe
h of industry withoul
harming the environment

For others it s nol a maller
educailen, bul dwe haid lacs
survival. In the

. tal
' make indus

Denmark, 18 part
up to the June 1992 United
Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro,
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Rhino

HE medicinal qualities —————

of rhinocerous hern,

in the West as myth,
been given some scien-
tific backing. '

There's some good news in
this, and some bad ncws.

The bad news is that the

poaching of rhinocerous for
their

year 2000.

The good news is that, if
the scientific analysis of the
medicinal properties of rhino
horn is correct, then there are
plentiful substitutes for f{t.
There is, in short, no need (o
single out the rhinocerous for
slaughter. The question is
whether that mgssage gets

in time 10 those with
interests.

Rhino horn has been used
for 2,000 in medicines
to treal fever, flu, cpilepsy,
delirfum, poisoning, boils and
abscesses. The animal's skin is
used for skin diseases, the
penis as an aphrodisiac, its
nails as a horn substitute, bone
for hone disorders, blood for
menstirual problems and urine
for throat ailments.

Recently, three Chinese
doctors tested rhino horn for
antipyretic, or fever-reducing
qualitics. They found that
when feverish rats were in-
jected with large doses of
rhino horn Lhe I was re-
duced.

Other claimed applications
remain to be tested, although a
2,000 year history of medicinal

would su t at least
some truth in them.

However, horn of Lhe saiga
antelope, water buffalo and cat-
tlie were also found to reduce
fever, and of course are plenti-
ful and cheap. The problem
with them is that re is
needed to achieve the same ef-
fects, so a process of concen-
. tration i€ nceded.

The point is that rhino horn
is not indispensable.

The World Wildlifc Fund has
launched a new — possibly its
final — campaign save the
rhino, and it will nced quick
results. If remaining markets
for horn are not closed, one or
more species ¢l rhino may be
extinct within 10 years. The
WWF has named China, South
Korea, Taiwan and Thailand as
“ the four Asian countries which
are the final front where the
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prized in Asia but

In the same vein, a report
just published from a group ol
Commonwealth Experts®,
highlights the need for greater
help to development countrics
in the area of sustainable de-
velopment. Its  proposals will
be put before the
Commonwcalth summit meet-
ing being held at the same
time in Harare

It says the industrialised
countrics can assist through
sharing lechnology, providing
hnancing, and opening up
tiade baiiies W fuduce U
costs of industrialisation in the
South.

But above all it ights
that concerns of bolh e¢nwi-
roonment and development
must be deall with in an inte-
grated way: sustainable dewel-
opment by definition. The re-

recommends a high-level

ﬂhﬂllﬁc in the UN
sysiem o do just that.

it also calls for more help
from the North: “Developing

couniries have an obl'h;:hn lo
contribule to solutions:
but they md‘bi):.lmthﬂ and
support to enhance their capa-
bility to pursue sustainablc de-
velopment and resist short-
term pressures.”

The cxperts group recom-
mends an intcrnational lax on

carbon emission and suggcsis

The appare

which has plague ecological debates for years, is to be discussed at a conference in
Copenhagen. In promoting greater protection, the North often overlooks the concerns of the
developing countries. A new Commonwealth report emphasises that development and
environmental concerns must go hand in hand. In the lead up to the big UN environment
conference in Brazil next year, reports Gemini News Service the South wants greater
emphasis on sustainable development. by Eva Arnvig in Geneva and Allan Thompson in

London
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all countries cetublish spoctal

ministries © suslain
able L I also says
the role of women should be
betier recoguised so that Lthey

can a greater part in doeel-
sions ling developnent
The Copenhagen mecling,

which will address similar
concerns in a diffcrent forum,
follows on another such ses-
sion recently in Geneva, al
which dclegales from Lhe de-
world criticised Uwir
counicrparts.

They were concermed Lhat
the Rio conlurence would put
too much cmphasis on cnwvi-
ronmenial concerns and nol
pay enough atcntion lo devel-
opment and the important is-
sue ol techmwlogy lransler, re-
sourccs and trade incenlives
thal would promote sustainuble

development in the South.

Serious damnage 0 Lthe cuvi- basc, resulting in the
ronmenl is done 1in of a 8$20-30 bil-
newly industrial counirics, lion industry in the Third
and not only by big muliina- World that lcaves behind some

tionals, the usual scapegoal,
hulby-ndiumandmnl!m-
dusirics loo.

The Lanning indusiry is a
classic example. About 20
ycars ago Third Werld coun-
ries ex skins and hide
o the industrial North where
Lhe tanning, dying and [inal

lkeather production ook place.

Now Lhe Lables have Lurned.
Northern counirics export
skin and hides 1o the South,
where most of the lanning in-
dusirics are now centred.
Environmental restrictions in
the North causced the shift

it would have been oo
coslly lo change producton fa-
cilities. It proved casier to

3.5 millon lonnes of danger-
ous chemical wusic cach ycar.

That includes heavy metals,
or leflovers, cnormous
amounts of salt and ofien pes-
Ucides conlaining DDT and

Annual

waler

by the industry m
cubic melres, Lthe eguivalcnt of
a lake 10 km long, 3.5 km
wide and 10 mctres decp. The
same amount of water would
provide two lilres a day for ev-
ery person on the globe.

Thailuand, is one of
the cenires of Lhe lcather-
tanning industry with more
than 100 small enicrpriscs,
mosl of them [amily run. A
new purifytng plant has been

— e rm— e ——— .

The rhinocerous is on the verge of extinction, mainly
because its horn is coveted as medicine throughout

Asia. The supposed

medicinal power of rhino horn ,

has in the past been dismissed as myth, but new
that the horn does have curative

however, those same properties
can be found in other products. And unless these are
Gemini News Service, the rhinocerous
has little chance of survival. By Damien Lewis

evidence
properties.

used, reports
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l;r?unl distribution

battlc for the [uture of the
world's rhino will be fought.

Four of the world's [ive
rhino species are threatened
by extinction. Populations have
plunged from an estimated
100,000 in the 1960s to fewer
than 11,000 today.

The least-known but most
threatened species — the
Javan rhino — has the dubious
distinction. of being one of the
rares{ largc mammals on earth.
A mere 65 survive in the wild.

Throughout Asia, therc are

Just 2,000 remaining Sumatran

("woolly”) and greater one-
horned rhinos.

it is the plight of the
Alrican black rhino however,
that has captured world atten-
tion. It once roamed Alrica in
hundreds of thousands; now,
only a few pockets of them
survive in Zimbabwe, Namibia,
Kenya and South Africa. The
1960's population of 60,000

Rl Lanka's placid -

fringed beaches in th

south are back en the
world tourism map with
Western visitors descending in
droves to catch the sun and a
tan.

Sweet Serendip's travel iIn-
dustry has bounced back, hav-
ing survived two insur-
gencies which engulfed the
country and nearly choked the
thriving trade.

“The arrival figures for the
first half of the year is better
than last year,” said Nizam
Lantra, director of research
and international affairs at the
tourist board.

Southern Sri Lanka has
-seen relative peace since
November 1980 when secarity
forces broke the back of a left-

ist insurgency led by th
People's Liberation J;'rnn:

The travel industry was
joited but only briefly when car

Bac

black rhinos is down to 3,400.

IHabitat loss and hunting rc-
duced numbers, but the greal-
csl threat has been [rom
poachers. Between 1970 and
1987, over 100 tonnes of horn
— equivalent to 40,000 dead
rhino — were traded on world
markets.

This is an ancient and lu-
crative busincss. China, Lhe
world’'s main manufacturer of
rhino-horn medicines, has
been using horn for over 2,000
years. Two ol the most com-
mon medicines are the tran-
quiliser Niu lluang Ching lisin
Wan, produced by the Ren
Tang Pharmaccutical Company,

" and fever-relieving pills made

by th® Chengdu Traditional
Chinese Pharmaceutical
Factory.

In South Korea, demand for
rhino horn has been fuclled by
rapid economic growth. Here
too, the born is mainly used for
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medicines, such as the com-
mon curce-all Chung Shim Won
balls. And in Taiwan., cortain
millionaires arc¢ notorious for
their demand lor rare and
cxotic wildlife products
including rhino horn.

Elsewhere, in the Ycemen,
horns have been carved into
traditional dagger handles, or-
nately decoraled and jewelled.

But the greatest villain of
the rhino racket is Thailand.
In Thailand, any and all
wildlife products arc traded
and rhino horn is no excep-
tion.

"Morce horn is available in
Bangkok than in any other
Asian city,” says WWF. As a re-
sultl of such demand an African
horn now [elches over
810,000, and an Asian horn
over $60,000. The "logic” says
that as Asian horn is smaller,
so its curatlive propertics must
be: more concentrated.

ﬁorn :_ﬁedicin: Jr Mlirder?

Over the past 30 ycars, the
baittle 1o save Lthe rhino has in-
crecasingly concentrated on
smashing the rhino horn trade.
This has becn donce by waging
virtual war on the poachers, by
loiling the smuggling networks
or through international legis-
lation — like the convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES).

There have been some re-
markable victories. Japan, a
couniry which imported 800
kilos of horn a ycar in Lhe
1970s, stopped using it almost
overnight. -

After intense criticism of its
widespread use of endangered
species, Japan joined CITES in
1980. Doctors were told not to
prescribe rhino horn, as it was
illcgal, and search for alterna-
lives. Japanese pharmacists
now use saiga antelope and
water bulfalo horns in
medicines which once used
rhino.

The same year, Yemen
shocked the internafional en-
vironmental community by re-
vealing that it, not China, was
the st consumer of rhino
horn. Yemen was importing
over 1,500 kilograms of hern
cach year, or hall the world
horn trade, for use as dagger
handles.

The cstablishment of trade
laws in Yemen, coupled with a
sagging cconomy, has resulted
in a massive drop in imports,
and rhino horn has now been
replaced by walcer buflalo horn,
camcl nails or plastic.

In Alfrica the rhino war be-
tween poachers and wardens
has been highly publicised.
Countries like Kenya, dismayed
by the 98 per cent in rhino
numbers between 1975 and
1980, moved quickly to estab-
lish rhino rescrves. Kenya's
400 rcmaining rhinos are now
guarded day and night.

In the 12,000-square-kilo-
‘melre Zambezi valley — home
to the largest concentration of
black rhino in Africa — the war
between wardens and poach-
ers is pcrhaps al its fiercest.

WWF is calling on China,

South Korca, Taiwan and

_ Thailand to prohibit all trade

in rhino horn and register and
monitor existing stocks.

The most effective tactic of
all however, may by that great
universal leveller — a lower
price. Any medicinal substi-
tutes developed are bound to
be cheaper than rhino homn.

¢ — GEMINI NEWS

k on the World Tourist Map

Colombo's airport is once again humming with activ-.

ity, disgorging hordes of Western tourists, kept away
for some time by two bloody insurgencies. Rita

Sebastian of IPS reports.

bombs went off twice this year

in the heart of Colombo.

“The winter bookings are
excellent,” said a leading travel
agent, dismissing speculation
that tourists may cancel en
masse if militants strike again
in the south.

In Sri Lanka's northeast, a
raging separatist war has put a
damper on the tourist busi-
ness. In eastern Trincomalee
where the beaches are said Lo
be the most beautiful in the is-
land, Western holiday-makers
have not booked into hotels in

yCars.
According to a tourist board
official, Sri Lanka offers all that

Western visitors are looking
for — sun, sea and sand —

—

when they want to escape the
harsh winters in their coun-
tries.

The United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) recently pledged

US$1.2 million for the prepa-
ration of a 10-year master plan
for the development of
tourism.

"There will be a mid-term
plan to {improve and
strengthen tourism, an impor-
tant contributor to the Sri
Lankan economy," said an offi-
cial at the 'UNDP office in
Colombeo.

The mid-term plan will also
identify development projects
which will hasten the travel
trade's : ‘

In 1983, Lhe year anti-

Tamil pogroms ignited the
civil war, a record 450,000
tourists visited Sri Lanka.

The tourist industry’'s dark-
est days were between 1987
and 1989 when hand-cuffed
bodics littcred the golden
beaches along the south coast,
and suspected JVP sympathis-
ers were killed with necklaces
of burning tyres.

But with peace restored,
hotels arc doing brisk business
as the tourists have come back. '
And Sri Lanka's handicralfls in-
dustries which employ an es-
timated 60,000 ple are
bringing in considerablc for-

eign exchange.

"We are doing very well Our
occupancy averages 45 per
cent monthly but we are tar-
gl.ng iL al 46 per cent,” said

h Lellananda, public rela-
tiong officer at the Hotel
Ceylon Intercontinental.

Said the of a small
Bﬂ‘-rnnm scaside hotel in

southweslern llikkaduwa, the
mosl [amous beach resort in
Sri Lanka : "Most of the hotels
here are overbooked. We have
holday-makers who come
back every year.”

As thc demand for skilled
workers in the hotel and
tourism seclors increase, the
UNDP is also assisting the
tourism ministry in up in
the Ceylon llotel school whic
will later be expanded into a
national lourism Lraining insti-
tute.

With the country's third ex-
port processing zone getling
off the grou in southern
Koggala, holcls are oplimistic
that occupancy rates will go
up.

Though there were fcars
that the government's sudden
decision to close down casinos

in May would adver affect
the hotel busiiwss, a -slar
hotel suld the drop in

| manager
nﬂhﬂhlmkhlhunml

muade, already insullicient be-
forc i Is even opcruling.

te Inc_i_?stly

nt contradiction between industrialisation and environmental protection,
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Drugs Crackdown Leaves Coca
Farmers in Poverty Trap

Coca leaves have been used for centuries by

Peru, are a
from mamapac (mother
carth), sacred leaves which are
part of a rich cultural
To the United States Drug
Enforcement Administration

(DEA), they are a deadly part of

a much newer culture.

Asking the cocaleros who
make their living from
coca leaves to help solve the
drug problem in countrics like
thcnl.; by switching to less
pro le crops is like as
them to commit suicide. A

They can earn US$6,000
per hectare of coca plants,
which is up to 20 timecs meore
than they can get [rom a
hectare of cacao. Life is
hard enough in the mountains
without making that sort of
sacrifice.

The national company
Empraso Nacional de la Coca
(ENACO) has the monopoly of
the coca industry in Peru and
scts the price for legal pro-
duction.

But as thc Peruvian econ-
omy continucs to dcteriorate
and the struggle of the poor to
survive gets harder, fllegal co-
calcros have a

Peru is the world's major
producer of coca lcaves, with
an cstimated 300,000 hectares
under plantation. The DEA
claims that about 110,000
hectares in the Peruvian jungle
are {llegal.

About 60 per ccnt of the
coca is exported, mainly to
Colombia, where it is pro-
ccssed into cocaine hydrochlo-
ride and re-exported to
Europe and to the US, the
major consumer of the drug.
Spending on drugs in the US
is nearly 50 per cent of the
annual military budget.

Palm oil, cacao and collee
have been suggested as alter-
native cash crops to coca in
the Agreement Against Drugs
signed in May by Peruvian and
US governments. -

But unless fair prices for

such produce nﬂ thc national
and internation

be guaranteed over a period of
time, the cocaleros will not be
induced to stop planting coca.
An additional problem is
that it would be three to four
years before the first yicld
from the alternative crops, and
the Peruvian government is in
no position to guarantee finan-
cial support and loans during

the transition f
Even more rural peasants

would have to migrate to the
already overcrowded cities Lo
seck work, living in shanty
town squalor. Il weould also
mean that many others might
choose to risk everything —
including their lives — to carry
on ?umng coca and selling
the leaves to anyone in order
to feed the family. -

Drug traflickers would takc

advant of the situation to
buy the leaves at about one per
cent of the price they get for
scllin -

g the mﬂw
'ride. Peruvian o sources
said that, while the cocalecros
cearned $97 millien in 1990,
the traflickers earned $79 bil-
lion. '

Coca is not cocaine. The
leaves have to be mixed with
man-made chemicals to pro-
duce the stimulant co-
caine hydrochloride and

markets can

peasant farmers of the Peruvian Andes
ceremonies and as a medicine. Now the cocaine

jor source of income. But, as Gemini News Service

For : the traditional co-
caleros, the coca (kuka In the
indigenous Quechua and

Aymara is a life
force, a of nature to
Andes. grow it as
ancestors did some

rcome sorofjche |
sickness) blood
circulation, or can go scv-
eral ﬁ- without food and wa-
ter ile working in the

a rcason to exist, that plant
cells contain energy of the sun,
rain, air and of " cha”,
from whom they receive their
dafly food. Nature and culture

hand in hand in the Andean

highlands of
Peru, particularly the Alo
Huallaga valley near the
Amazon jungle, that the best
ty coca grows. The red
clay soil is rich in alkailne and
oxides, and because of the
warmer weather in the area,
the coca lcaves become drier,
conlaining more alkoloids than
in any other region in the
gio
» The coca from this area,
where most of the "fllegal” co-
caleros are located, is in great
demand from the traffickers.
Since 1987, the valley of
Alto luallaga has bceen the
chosen site for testing herbi-
cides to eradicate Lhe coca
plantations. The Peruvian daily
La Republica says
the tests have included
the use of Picloran — the infa-
mous Agent used by
the US during the Victnam
War and which has becn iden-
tified as causing malformation
in unborn babiles.
The latest US allempt Lo
halt coca growing has involved

it is in the

g Enforcement Administration to wi

the have claimed that
their have becn
drying up _ llppﬂltm1
Bob Martinez, Dircclor
the US Control Bu
denied that US had ever
any chcemical ageént on coca
crops.
However, La re-

luallaga” sent sofl samples and
a coca plant for analysis at a
laboratory in . The re-
sults confirmed the Front's

e
l
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suspicion : the leaves con-
taincd traces of Tebuthiuron.

The Agreement ainst
Drugs, while not s lly
forbidding the nse of Spike,
recommends that any pro-
ramme to climinate coca:

should human
health and the environment.

It also mentioned the need
for ition ol peasants’
land rights, building of access
roads, [air prices for produce
and, most important, a voice
for the cocaleros in the deci-
sion-making process ol coca
eradication.

If all the projects and
structural reforms outlined in
the meni were put into
practice the problem would be
tackled at its root, but it is es>
Umated that the cost would
$3 billion — and there is
indication as (o where such an
amount would come from.

The US, which spends $12
billion every yecar on its anti-
drug cam has
Peru 860 in and
services this year to help fight
the drugs.

— GEMINI NEWS
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