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Clagification Nesded

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, while addressing a
group of industrial workers from Tongl at her
Sugandha offlice on Friday, said her government
would retain ownership ol profit-making indus-
tries. Reported by the state-owned Bangladesh

Sangstha (BSS), the story did not carry
any elaboration. But given the subject mat-
ter in question — state-owned enterprises and
what the government plans to do with them —
the prime minister's comments have left a num-
ber of raised eyebrows among economic ob-
servers as well as in private sector circles.

According to the government's Industrial
Policy, announced recently by the Minister for
Industry Shamsul Islam Khan, the new govern-
ment is committed to privatisation of all state-
owned enterprises except a handful of strategic
industries such as power, gas, the railways, tele-
phone and telegraph etc. But, in principle, the
government is commilted to large scale with-
drawal from economic activities, and allow the
growth of a fully-fledged free market economy.
The impression was that, while it would not be
difficult to privatise prolit-making and efliciently-
run concerns, certain reform programmes would
have to be undertaken in industries that are
chronically sick, in order to make them attractive
to private sector investors who wunld naturally
not like to be stuck with a while clephant. But
there has not been any doubt in the public mind,
so far, that de-nationalisation would be compre-
hensive and all-encompassing, either through ten-
ders or through floating of shares in the stock market.

Naturally then, the prime minister's comments
about retaining profit-earning industries have led
to considerable degree ol confusion. If the gov-
ernment will, in fact, retain control or outright
ownership ol any given number ol industry on the
grounds of profitability, then are we to under-
stand that the guidelines set out in the Industrial
Policy have already been changed? In other
words, will the government remain committed to
its previously-stated policy of "total disinvest-
ment”, or will it now privatise only on a selective
basis i.e. only those unils costing the exchequer
too muoch would be off loaded?

Answer to this question is important, because
the private sector entrepreneur would naturally
like to be clear about the extent and scope of the
government's privatisation policy before drawing
up his own investment plans. Such conlusion
could well cause unceriainty and hesitation in
business circles that is not only unnecessary, but
could also be detrimental to the process of eco-
nomic regeneration. There are few things an en-
trepreneur, local or foreign, likes better than
clarity of government policy, which would allow
him to predict future course of events with any
degree of confidence, and thus be able to plan ahead.

While we would certainly hesilale to doubt that
the government's Industrial Policy is'meant for
implementation, it would be of some relief if the
government would clarify the prime minister's
comments on Friday, and set the record straight
on privatisation. At this critical moment in our
development process, the authorities would
certainly serve the country belter if they concen-
trated on drawing up and implementing reform
plans necessary (o breathe life into our sick in-
dustries. Sustained recovery in the industrial sec-
tor is the urgent need of the hour, for which we
need clear-cul policies to be carried through
without creating confusion.

The Crumbling Society ?

Saleha Khatun was travelling on the Khulna-
bound Mahananda Mail the other day. One of the
railway security guards started abusing her on
suspicion that she was bul a criminal. At a point
she started to protest. The enraged guard gave
her a mighty kick with his booted legs — so
mighty that she was thrown out of the running
train and is now fighting [or her lile in the
Chuadanga Hospital.

In a Netrokona high school a teacher entered a
senior class and as the class was proceeding with
lessons in Bengali literature, he asked of the stu-
dents as to their favourite poets. The class's out-
standing student said Sukanto was his favourite.
The teacher got angry and ordered the boy to
kneel down. Then he brought a cane and lashed
the boy for 49 times. That was the point when
the boy, on the point of passing out, started
rolling on his sides. The teacher then got on top
of him and began beating him with his fist and
knuckles. The boy was saved by classmates and
has been hospitalized. 4

Cruelty is as old as humanity. The Bengalees as
a people have no record uof being particularly
given to this inhuman buist of violence which
however is tb be found only among humans. The
record has been sullied in a most unfortunate way
in the past decade or (wo. The Munir case or the
Nidarabad nightmare — and repeated visitations
by equally harrowing reports of raping and killing
of persons — children and women and old men —
have made cm:(I:.‘y into a national characteristic of
the Bengalees of the present day. Even in that
kind of a backdrop the above two cases stand out.

That railway guard is plainly not fit to guard
anything whatsoever. And that teacher should
long have found a national habitat in a lunatic asy-
lum. Byt sadly for us all thousands of such guards
and teachers, and tens of thousands in other
equally respectable garbs, continue (o lord it over
in our society. Indeed, any bully, be he or she a
senior member of the family or on the upper
 perches in social and professional equations, is
but brother or sister of that guard and teacher.

They must be taken on legally, to be sure, and

ed. But that alone cannot heal this malaise,
. t a balanced social and individual develop-
ment of our citizens' ways aboul their daily life —
a kinder sociely would not be possible. And that
is not going Lo come in the near future. Society is

crumbling as an integrated social whole. We must
start Lalking about more and more on ever wider
forums all the serlousness we can command.

joint training and military

there.

During the last few days in
his ofice, the Act President
had to receive C of armed
services and others who
called on him as courtesy and
protocol demanded and had lo
attend ceremonies in which
farewell took the customary
form ol a ritual. These must
have been occasions highly
cha with emotion. On at

| least one such ceremonials,

the Acting President looked
visibly moved. Though usually a
master ol his emotions, Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed must
have had moments during
these days when he had to
fight hard to keep his emo-
tions under control.

He was the man of destiny
during the past ten months
and he must have been fully

NEXPECTEDLY slrong
l l opposition by Iran to a

United States-Kuwait
military co-operation agree-
ment seems to have
complicated the search for a
long-term security mechanism
for the ofl-rich Guif region.

The Iranian government,
despite its neutral position
during the gulf crisis triggered
by last year's Iraqgi invasion ol
Kuwait, has all along opposed
any arrangement involving
external — especially US —
military presence 1in the
region.

It was vehemently opposed
to Kuwaiti plans revealed in
August to allow British and US
bases to deter any ncw threat
from Iragi President Saddam
Hussein.

Iranian reaction to the
formal Kuwait-US ment
signed on Scptember 19 in
Washington was swifll and
sharp, even though the deal

does not provide for any
L bases.
The 10-year US-Kuwail pact

allows the US to keep Lroops
in Kuwait longer than origi-
nally planned. Some 1,500
soldiers will remain, instead of

the total withdrawal proposed *

carlier.

The pact also allows for
EI-
ercises with Kuwaili armcd
forces and the stockpilc of a
division of US tanks and olher
military material for use in an
emergency. Visits by US war-
planes and ships to Kuwait{
facilities are authorised.

Talks are still to be held to
determine exactly what

weaponry and supplies will be

EFORE Japanese Prime

Minister Toshiki Kaifu's

term expires by end of
October, the manoeuvring to
find his successor has begun
within the factions of the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP).

Leadership talent and
promises of political reform
are some¢ of the qualities being
touted for the candidate for
the post whose selection,
political analysts say, comes at
a crucial time when Japan is
on the brink of embarking on a
more active role inlermation-
ally.
Kaifu, who assumed the
position in 1989 afler every
other potential prime minister
was tainted by scandal, is
widely seen as a leader inca-
pable of handling these new
challenges.

Expressing a common sen-
timent within the LDP, former
Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone has called Kaifu a
"rookie” and "relief piicher”
waiting for instructions from
his coach.

While enjoying popularity
with volers for his clean

image, Kaifu is clcarly seen as a

address.

Girl students'
tuition fee

Sir,The government de-
cided to allow all the girl stu-
dents from classes vi to viii in
the schools outside the munic-
ipal arcas to read free of tu-
ition fees from January 1990,
It was a remarkable step for

Letters for publication in these columns should be
Iaddrunui to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
lm preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are: accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

TRIBUTE TO SHAHABUDDIN
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his ability to dueliver the goods.
A Chief Justice was himsell on
trial, so to say, and he has ac-
quitied himself well. And this

seems to be the conscnsus,
here and abroad.

Other chiel justices belore
him who had
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different circumstances and
their tenure in office was
always in secure. There was
always something pathelic
about their departure as there
was always somethin
fortuitous, even theatrical
ominous, about their induction
inte office. Neot much
significance could be read
either in their coming or in
their going. An entirely dif-
ferent thing was the manner
and the circumstances In
which Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed came into office with
the mandate, virtually of the
whole nation, to give some-
thing for the nation’'s delivery
which the nation had lost, —
democracy and a freely clected
overnment. Others before
had no such mandate, nor
had they the means to do any
such thing, even if wanled
to. How he was ba and
frusiraled in his sincere at-

byt

o do so, Justice
in his confessional litte book
And it
t he himself
knew Lhe full story.
While evaluating Justice

many ways which his for
bears were not, it will not do
his problems. |lle
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as the President under a
Presidential form of govern-
ment. In the second phase,
though siill
President in the same secnse,
we saw him withdrawing inlo
the background, leaving the
slage largely to his Prime
Minister, and letting her play
a rvle somewhat beyond her
conslilutional size.

Perhaps the difference can
be put in Lhis way : till the
time the February elections
were held, the Aclin
President [clt himsell, a
himsell alonc, responsible for
doing the supremec job as-
signed o him. lle had ..gucs-
tiormd authority to duv -0, and
he kit no qualms In ex « Ising
his authorily. Bul the siLuwtion,
especially in the carly wecks,
was volalilc, 1o put it at the

remaining a

lic had to face mount-
pressurcs, either to do or

Itahmg

cult to preserve once the polit-

Mohammed Aslam writes from Dubai

are Forward

Perhaps rightly. (he gov-

ernment that the Acting
President formed
aficr the F clections,

that is as soon as the final re-
sults were avallablc, was done

on the principle of the
Parllamenlar form of
Government. was nolt a

necessily till such time as the
constitutional amcndment had
become a fact, that is ull the
passing of the 12th amend-
ment. [ie thought it wise 0
usher in the form of m-
ment for which the nation had
been clamouring, thereby
inviling upon himsell the
problem of having to play a
well-night | role. The
problems of the first phasc
were replaced by a new set of
problcms, constflutional and
administrative in it¢ nature. In
playing Lhis role the Acting
President had o show L.ih pa-
Uence and dexterity. Lo the
strains were visible, wnd
there has been a poro pulble
greying in his hair, the jcasons
can be guessced.

The scverest challenge that
he must have been facing was
the on 10 his avowed nculral-
ity, which he was able 10
maintain in the first phasc of

Mrnl:.lunﬁr[mmnutll-
ing that he was unable to
in his second phase. All |

saying is that the question
neutrality took on new
under the changed cir-
cumstances. A nfutral and
non-political President at the
had of a flerecly and stridently
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In the flurry over UN inspections of Baghdad's nuclear programme and new US threats to
use force against Iraq, a deal providing for a long-term US presence in Kuwait has been
signed in Washington. Under the deal, virtually unnoticed by the Western media, the US
has continued access to Kuwaiti airfields and ports and is allowed to stockpile hundreds of
supplies. The pact has angered Iran, which opposes any foreign

tanks and military

presence in the region. '

Where US forces are

Turkey '

40 A0 aircraf being
repiaced by F-111s in
eastern Turkey

2.000 coalition troops

in Turkey being
withdrawn

Mediterranean

=
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50 aircraf lef
including
Steaith tighters
2 Patriol battalions,

100 missiles and
1,300 troops

Kuwait

1.500 US roops from
combat regiments

Sudan

stored, and there is also
speculation whether they will
be looked after by US
servicemen. Tanks and other
equipment will obviously have,
to be maintained on a regular

basis to ensure combat

preparedness.
Washington has said similar

arrangements are being nego-

Japan

Wanted : A New Prime

temporary prop scl up by the
largest faction in the LDP con-
trolled by Noboru Takeshita
who had to step down from
the prime ministership for his
role in the Recruil shares-for-
favour stock scandal in 1989,

Analysts are playing a
guessing as lo who tLhe
winner be bul say the race
can be rou narrowed down
to the two senior candidales
from among four vying for the
LDP :

The presidenl of the LDP,
who is chosen [rom candidatcs
appointed by the four different
factions in the party, becomes
prime minister.

"Kaifu has proven himself a

weak leader becausce he was
slow to take a positive stand in

international matters such as
during the Gulf War and the
attempted coup In the Soviel
Union,” explained Minoru

Morita, a senior political ana-

lyst. ;
A strong contender is Kiichi
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Guif of Oman
One carrier group ,
{with 100 airplanes and |
suppor ships)
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tiated with other members of

- the six-state Gull Co-operation

Council (GCC), active partici-
pants in the US-led coalition
that defeated Iraq and liber-
ated Kuwait on February 27.
The GCC members are Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman,
Qatar and Bahrain.

While Kuwait has been anx-
jous to get itsell under the
Western defence umbrella, and
its concern has been recog-
nised by all as a special case,
the other member-states are

Iran remains
= p-ec.hllym:h:l Iran h-Etr.
cs s
not involved. on the
orders of the Supreme
Security Council, the [ranian
foreign ministry summoncd
Kuwait's charge d'affaires in
Tehran to demand an explana-
tion of the pact.

The signing has revived
anti-US rhetoric in Iranian
government circles and the
media — a de from the
softer attilude towards the
West of recent months.

One Persian-language
newspaper dubbed W n
“the number one enemy of Lthe
Islamic revolution.” Anothcr
said the pact "is drawn up uni-
laterally to suit the interest ol
Washington and disgraces the
Kuwaili ment as a pow-
erless subservient.”

And President Hashemi
Rafsanjani, whose moderate

Japan needs a leader strong enough to pre-
side over its assumption of a world diplo-

matic leadership role but one who is also
clean. Suvendrini Kakuchi of IPS reports

from Tokyo.

Miyazawa, 71, a former linance
minster and deputy prime
minster, who heads the tLhird
largest faction in the party.

Miyazawa, who announced
his intention to seek the LDP
presidency in early Septem-
ber, is respected for his
English proficiency and strorg
connections in the United
States.

"These are some of the
advantages that would make
Miyazawa a keen slatesman
who could lead Japan to
new responsibilities,”
plained Morita.

Other analysts, however,
doubt{ Miyazawa's sincerity as a

sprcading female education in
the country. But the actual
amount given to the schools as
subsidy against their lost tu-
ition fees, due to nonpayment
of the same by the girl stu-
dents, is an Insignificant part
of what ought to have been

politician.
"He talks inte ntly but
he cannol be Lrusted,” said po-

litical commentator Rutaro
Hosokawa who is known [or
his close conneclions to senior
politicians.

"Most people feel he will
not follow through on what he
promises,” Hosokawa added.

Miyazawa, who recently
apologised publicly for his

leged involvement in the
Recruit scandal which forced
his resignation in 1989, ap-
peared last weck in a 90-
minute talk show with former
US Secretary of State He
Kissinger showing off his abil-

stance has virtually trans-
formed Iranian fo policy
despite occasional outbursts of
conservative Lhinking, used
the 11th anniversary of the
outbreak of the Iran-lraq war
to criticise the US.

“The region,” he was quoted
as saying, "is not calm and
those diabolic forces which
were present in the scene
against us in the last stages of
the war are now trying teo
strengthen their hold in the
region.”

In the final stages of the
cight-year conflict that ended
August 1988, the US escorted
oil tankers to protect against
Iranian attacks in the Gulf.

Kuwait had placed hall its
tanker fleet under the US flag.
The American protection
foiled the Iranian strategy o
choke the Gulf and make ship-
ping impossible.

It was presumcd to have
contributed directly to the
abrupt end of the war when
Iran accepted the UN ccasefire
resolution.

American and other
Wesicrn navies arc oncc again
at the centre of the security

Minister

to converse in English and
rub shoulders with intcrna-
tional res.

Another potential candidalc
is former Finance Minsler
Michio Watanabe who was also
disgraced in thc Recruit scan-
dal but has promised political
reform il hec is elected.

"Watanabe is a frank politi-
cian which is what Japan
needs, a leader who can tell
the world the truth and be

respecled for 1it," said
Hosokawa.
Analysts say Watanabe would

be elfective in Asia because of
his close relations with China,
Cambodia and Vietnam. Beside,
he will have strong backing
within the LDP, which would
help him in carrying out
reforms.

But Watanabe, who often
appears in public puffing on a
huge cigar, has caused contro-
versy with is insensitive and
racist remarks.

ally given 5(five) per cent of
the amount that i{s derived
after mulliplying the teachers
and employees benefit given
by government in one month

(i.e in Nov '90) 12. So no
importance to the estimate
taken by the ment [rom

the schools has been given. At
the same time, it has also been
obscrved that some schools
and madrashas where very lit-
tic number or no girls students
are there have obtained good
subsidy for this purpose | At
most of the upazila uar-
ters specially no girl student is
there in the boys' schools and
madrashas and there is no
logic in giving these institu-
tions any subsidy for girl stu-

——

dents’ tuition fees.

It should also be mentioned
that the schools which are not
being able to take any tuition
fees [rom the girl students are
financially hard hit when the
government {s not subsidising
is full the amount lost by them.
Obviously the financial crisis
of these schools is being inten-
sified day by day, because main
source ol private schools’ in-
come {8 the monthly tuition
fees of their students. In many
of the rural schools again the
number of girl students is al-
most halfl of their total number
of students.

Under the circumstance,

we appeal to the Evcrnmt
to fully subsidise girl stu-
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the difficulty arising from the
coniradiction: the President's
total commitment o democ-
racy, and to the idea of a
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|Americans Keep Foot in the Gulf with Kuwait Pact

framework

: port
city of Jeddah, the GCC foreign
ministers welcomed
relations with Iran

. but Kuwail's speciul

necds and ‘the issues of cost /|
and composition of a joint

force have since diluted thl‘tu

agreement.
Iran had welcomed the ex-
clusion of Western states from
the pact, but nevertheless re-
jected it as im without
a role being assigned to
Techran.
There is near consensus
the region's Arab statcs,
including Kuwait, that realisti-
cally any arrangement needs
the blessing of lran. But there
is little nt on the na-
ture of Iran's polential role. If
that role is largely political, it
is not likely to satisly Theran.

— GEMINI NEWS

MOIIAMMED ASLAM is on

the staff of the Khalee/ Times,
Dubai

The third candidate (s
[liroshi Mitsuzuka, who heads
the sccond largest faction in
the LDP, but is considered the
mosl inec nced politically.

Nobody is discounting u,
the fourth candidate, being
reclected. The prime minister
has not announced his plans
but is expected to seck
reclection when his term ends
Oct 30.

Bul whoever the new prime
minster will be, most Ja
feel the call for a political sys-
tem that can purge itsell of its
scandalous is remote.

"It's been a long time since
Japan had a leader who dis-
playcd true principles and in-
ternational leadership skills,”
said a Tokyo businessman.

Experts blame the Japanese
electoral system as being at
‘the core of the problem.

Explained Hosokawa : "The

rime minister is not elected
the people but by the fac-
tions they represent. He is
choscn not for his policies but
fur 'his ability to buy votes
within the faction.

"Unless this changes,

Japanesc leaders will cantinue

lo be mediocre.”
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dents’ tuition I'Lﬁ so Lhat all
these institutions may survive.

Tajul Islam
Asstt. Headmaster
Khandal High School, Feni

Islam in Soviet Union

Sir, In an article titled
"Soviet Central Asia: The next
Islamic Revolution,” the Lon-
don-based “Economist” week-
ly ine reported in its
21st - 27th September issue —
“Islam is the fastest growi
system of belief in what
to be called the Soviet Union.
Two years ago there were 160
working mosques in Central
Asia and Kazakhstan, the
Soviel Islamic heartland. Now

to 60 million Muslims live in
the Soviet Union, more than in
any Gulf state. . . .

“"With ten mosques opening
every day, with the authorities

losing influence over the offi-
cial representatives of Islam
and with the Islamic Rena-
issance party registered in
Central Asia, the nd s
prepared for an [-ﬂ::‘lc u
surge which is likely to oh&
the crumbling pillars of secu
authority in Asia.”

This may be of interest to a
good number of other readers.

M A Zafar Shah,
Assistant Professor,

University of Dhaka



