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What exactly is a {1::#?

Well, everyone ws it's
warm, damp and green. Most
of us think of it as a steaming,
shadowy place with under-
growth so densely entangled
as to make it impenetrable.

Actually the forest floor, which
receives very little sunshine, is
quite easy to walk through.
This is because jungles can
usually be divided into threce
layers of vegetation, with tall
trees as high as 60m for a
roof at the very top; a middle
layer of shorter trees and a
shrub layer of short plants,
leaving the floor relatively free
of obstructing branches and
leaves.

Tropical rain-forests cover
almost 7% of the Earth's sur-
face. The largest is the Amazon
rain-forest in South America. It
covers almost seven million
square kilometres and supplics
us with a great part of the oxy-
gen in the air we breath !

Other famous jungles are
the Iturl Forest in Zaire, Africa

You are, no doubt, aware of
the fact that
rain-forests which house so
many es of [ascinating
animals and more than B0% of
the world's insect species are
disappearing rapidly as huge
arcas are being destroyed
EVERY DAY.

One reason for this is that
tropical hardwood — like teak,
mahogany arntd ebony are in
great demand for reasons
which become obvious if you
take a good look around you.

Money can be made from
chopping down trees to make
papcr. Some areas are cleared
to make room for houses,
roads, farms and factories for
people who are settled in
cleared jungle areas, while the
true inhabitants are driven
away from the land that had
been their's for generations.

Wwildlife is threatened too,
some with ction. These

include orang-utans, jaguars

these beautiful

"Make It Green'

By Sumaiya Andaleeb

and the Sarawak rain-forests in

and gorillas — animals which
once freely lived in their
home, the rain-forest. Now, as
their numbers slide downbhill, |
wonder whether t

around till the next century —
only 9 years away. Will my
great grandchildren ever see
these ? Or will they just be
pictures in books and filmed
on lape with perhaps two or

three lonely species surviving
in a zoo?

On the forest floor are other
wild animals — deer, an-
telopes, tapirs, wild boars —
which all eat roots or leaves
and [ruit which have fallen
from the trees to the ground.

Whal will they eat if we cut
down their main source of
food? More importantly, where
will they live? These animals
are being herded together in
onc small area as we cut down
more and more Lrees to satisfy
our own nccd and greed.

Where has all our greed lead us
to ? Global warming, the
Grecnhouse Elfect, catas-
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trophic cyclones, disastrous
[loods and [amines, destructive
earthquakes — you fill in the
rest.
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— Sumaiya Andaleeb

The destlruction of the rain-
forest is allec us. We have
ignored the problem for far too
long. It is time for us to wake

up. Why don't you start by
planling a tree in your back-
yard loday? And make the
planct green again.
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Cox's Bazar —
The Dwelling of
Mother Nature

By Mana Irene

Very few people in this
World do not feel the need to
travel. Travelling in itself is
rclaxation and fun; but it also
reveals to us the beauty, assets
and attractions — even draw-
backs of Worlds we have never
experienced before. Through
travelling one can really learn
of other people — and their
lives. London, Paris and Italy
are great for luxurious holi-
days, sure, — but hecy, one
should never forget one's won
countryl Seeing and under-
s our own country bet-
ter, enable us to under-
stand ourselves better.

One of the most popular
tourist in our cou is
Cox's Bazar. To get to the -
tom right away it would of
course be true to say the

attraction is 'the sea'.
The endless blue-green sea of
unknown depth caressed by
the gentle, smoky, whitleness
of foam — have ncver fafled 1o
touch the hearts of even those
who have not a jot of interest
in Mother Nature. Feeling iil?
The fresh cool salty air is the
perfect cure. Fed-up of stully,
busy city lfe? A day of lolling
in the sun will relax your
nerves and refresh your mind,
like nothing will. Suflering
from 7?7 A beautiful
beach-sunset will fill your

and Iﬂﬂﬂl are the gifts of
the lovely blue-green sea

Numerous molels and

Somctimes the guesis get

A visit to Cox's Bazar is
incomplete when unaccompa-

nicd by visits to Hecmchari,
Tcknaal and the Naal river. A
perfectly enjoyable on hour
drive down the beach will take
you to lleemchari a Spot of
picturesque beauty. Rolling

green hills, bubbling brooks,
lovely small water falls sur-
rounded by huge rocks and

boulders, protected by the cool
shade of ancient trees — the

place is an artist's dream.

Heemchari is an ideal spot for
a picnic — refreshing, bathed
in the sheer beauty of Nature
that will instantly bring cheer

to your day.

As for Teknaal — its inhabi-
tants are almost all Burmese.

The fascinating Burmese
culture dwell here — one
should see for himsell. The
Burmese market is the main
object of tourist interest. The

small shops clustered together
consist of their traditional

goods — wraparound skirts of
Burmese print, certain typces of
facial soaps hand made by
them, hand -made pickles,
dried fish and so on. Il Is a

great sight secing spot.

Naal river is one of the most |

beautiful in Bangladesh. And
the most exciting fact is that,
standing at the river shore,
Burma can be seen on the
opposite bank — its dry ficlds
and small houses almost like
those of our own country. What
a wonder! Waiching a forcign

country from our own! The late
afternoon sun on the clear

water arouses in it a shining
silver glaze, and all around is

the cxotic greenery of Lrces
and shrubs of various kinds. Oh
its a lovely sensation!

Cox's Bazar is a sensalional
tourist spot, encased in a halo
of breath taking natural beauly.
The diverse cultures, and

guests have no transport numerous traditions fascinale
problems in getting there. the tourists, apart from Lhe
lovely t seeing spots and of
There are various tribes m‘ﬁ beautiful sea beach.
here of many different cultures Starting from efforts like
and ways, that make Bangla- comfortable arrangements for
desh one of the most tradition- staying, even the salty air
possessed countries in the ghouts a welcome to tLhe
World. tourist!
- '
Bet You Didn't
Know
Environmentally conscious  would be 150% more rubbish.
people curse chemicals, * Some plastics can be re-
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cycled and when Lhey are
bumi, they can produce as
much encrgy as petrol.
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(God's count

Let me tell you what | think
ol cigarettes; when someone
lights up a cigarette its saying
to everyone around us that:
"You matter so little to me that
| don't care i you can't
breathe. Die if you want. I'm
lighting up!® Not a courteous
habit, smoking. Not something
you do around pecople you like.
The same goes for all the ex-
haust emitting cars and fumec
exhaling industries all over the
place. They are all saying to us
and the planet: "Die if you
want!” But | am of course one
of those liberal types and | go
into a fit if ever | hear of
someone losing their freedom
of choice. | am all for freedom
of specch, action, and the
press, too. | have nothing
against anyone who ecnjoys
smoking and polluting. Not ev-
ery one on this planet is envi-
ronmentally aware.

Breathing in polluted air is
definitely bad for us, that is by
now an established fact. We are
all aware that all the pollution
Nying. fNoating, and swimming
around us will eventually kill
us. But do we ever stop to
think about what exactly we
are doing and how we can put
an end to it. At least part of the
time, during the day the air we
breathe is unhealthy. For years
we have been warned about
acid air, acid rain and how
thcy poison our forests, lakes,
and destroys the wildlife. They
do not however stop at thal
and have extremely harmiul ef-
fects on the human respiratory
system. The very balance of the
carth's environment is being
threatened. Does this [act slop
us from abusing the planct?
The answer is.a definite Nol

Acid air is a major problem
for all urban areas. It is formed

By Naheed Kamal

when sulphur dioxides and ni-
trogen oxides are released into
the atmosphere by burning
fossil fuels. These are then
transformed into sulfuric and
nitric acids by means of a
chemical reaction triggered by

sunlight and warm tempera-
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Black Rhinoceros

In Kenya poachers slashed (he black rhinoceros
population from about 20,000 in 1970 to just 330 in
1986. Since then, the numbers have begun to climb,

thanks Lo a wildlife pr

ogram that established nine

sanctuaries (o breed the remaining rhinos. The
program hopes lo transfer many of the animals to
Kenya's Tsavo National Park, which once held more
than 6,000 rhinos and is now home to aboul 30. So far
only two rhinos have been moved (Lo Tsavo. If they

survive,

10 more will be transferred in the next two

years, and by the year 2000 Kenya's black rhino

population could reach 700.
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tures. On a hot day acid acrosol
concentrations tend to be
highest. This invisible aerosol
mist can travel great distances
with the wind, away from its
origin and source. It hovers
over urban areas as well as ru-
ral areas.
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Naheed Kamal

Here are some more riddles
from all over the world for you
to solve:

(1) A clever little crafltsman
Who buflds houses without
bricks,
White
windows,
Which aflter dismantling
can all become clothes.

— China

(2) What s that which we

swallow and Hve, but when

it swallows us, we die.
— Thailand

The tree s too low to

ciimb;

It has swords that can't be

used to hack,

A hundred noses it has,

yet it can't smell,

And it has a bat that can't

be used to bat

— Maliysia

(4) Big creatures can getl in,
but

walls without

(3)

Not | The tiny ones

— Japan
(5) What is it that is seen
better as it grow darker?

(8)
When it was old (bigl u

wWias naked
Credit: Lluﬁl;l' Together
" Asta/Pucific Copublication

Sertes Six

Answers to September 4th's
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RIDALEZ

This acid air mostly eflccts
the respiratory system. Fine

_acid particles ¢an penctrate

the deepest, most delicate Lis-
sucs to in-flame the respira-
tory tract tissues and constrict
the air passages. Asthmalics
are badly eflected by acid air as
wcll as children who play out
doors a long time. People who
work and exercise outside dur-
ing the day are also likely to be
affected. Working and exercis-
ing increases the amount of air
being inhaled and so a greater
amount of toxins is being in-
haled. Health eflects are even
more pronounced when the
acid air is accompanied by
ozone in the lower atmosphere
(not the 'ozone' in the upper
atmosphere which is the pro-
tective layer that screens out
the harmful ultraviolet rays of
the sun). The brownish haze
often seen over urban arcas is
created when the ozone comes
into contact with sunlight.
This haze along with the acid
air is considered to be the
worst urban air pollutants.
These toxins hamper the
lungs' ability to clear them-
sclves and so increases the
risks of contracting respiratory
infections.

In spite of various environ-
mental programmes the air
around us continues to be our
major garbage dump, which we
treat mindlessly. We do not
seem to realize that by pollut-
ing the atmosphere we are
poisoning the very air we
breathe and destroying our life
source.

God created the Earth in
six days time, says the Bible,
lcts hope His own creation
does not end up destroying
"God's country”.

cvery other letter of the
alphabet.

. RIDDLES
Why is a crossword puzzic
like a quarrel 7

— Because one word leads to

another.
Why are riddles that
cannot be answered like a
man disappointed by his
visitors?

— Because there is a host put
out and not one guessed.
Why is a bad cold like a
great humiliation?

— Because it brings even a
great man to his 'sneeze’l
What occurs once In a

minute, twice Iin a
momentl, but not once in a
hundred years ?

— The Jetter M.

I1i] The 12 countrics are;

1) China

2] Yemen

3) Crete

4)  Ialy

5) Nepal

6) Sudan

7) United States

R) Guatermala

9) OGreenland

10) Algeria

11} Swurinam

12) lermel

EF?ﬂPFPPP?
POPPrOPEREDD
i
i{’*

the World' ?

By Syed Nageeb Mustafa Ali

VERY time | open the
newspaper or watch
the news on the tele-
vision, | see viclence and
atrocities commitied by man
against man. How | wish |
could ¢ the world.
Human are Lhe most
intelligent species on earth,
and a very ruthless and evil
race. Man's intelligence has
brought tremendous techno-
logical pro to the world
and has helped man reach the
moon and [ar into ouler space.
But man is also dishonest,
greedy, intolerant, conceited,
corrupt and ruthless. le has
destroyed the earth with
drugs, guns and grenades. For
money, man will do anything.
For some, money is more im-
portant than even their [amily

{ unequal anymore. Stlarvation

And Men

Of Fur

and poverty, infant mortality
and uncmployment have to be
wiped out. So, | would appeal
to the rich countries to help
me. If there is enough love in
the hearts of the people; | am
sure everyone would come
forward. | would estlablish
funds to tackle each specific
problem. | would open chile
carc centres and [ree schools
and make education compul-
sory for everyone. Nursing
homes for old people and fuod
centres for the necedy would be
built. | would arrange Lo dis-
tribute old clothes and toys
from the rich countrics to the
poor countries. | would ask the
countries to help build shel-
ters for the homcless peuple
and free hospitlals for the sick.

Movies showing violence
and crime would be banned.
People would have 1o re
the police and law. Cﬂmhmm
would have to face sever pun-
ishments. | would ban guns
and all weapons used in war.
Nuclear energy will only be
used for peaceful purposes.

I would alsoc make people
take care of the environment,
This is for the good of our own
health and the Earth would
also be saved. | would alse ban
CFC's.

| am sure all of you would
join me in changing the -

sent conditions and making

By Adib Rizwan Pasha

siep back in time — 2
million years. A man
with stone weapo-

ns runs after an animal. Soon
the animal is dead, its [lesh
burned and eaten, its [ur dried
and used as clothing. A lwo
million ycar step forward in
time to the present, a furry
animal runs [ree in onc or Lthe
few jungles thal remain. It falls
unwittingly into a human-laid
trap. Soon il is dead, later its
fur has been used to make an
expensive coal draped over the
shoulders of some glamorous

Two animals have died. The
caveman had no choice. The
animal was a means ol survival.
But the modern man did.

Fur has becen worn since
prehistoric times, since the
caveman first wrapped himself
with it to kecp warm. More
recently, it was the last word
in chic — no one could be fash-

jonable without il. Bul at what

cost? It takes up o lorty ani-
mals to make a single fur coal,
that is forty necdless deaths

for one, single tem of cloth-

The that is being
done : Each year 100 million
animals are slaughtered in the
name ol fashion, Lthal is an In-
credible 2000 animals per 156
minutes. Many of Lhese are
near exilinction, and many
more, the sca mink 0 name

rever.
beaver was very necarly driven
to extinction, it survives siill
merely because its fur just

happened to go oul of vogue.
Today there are just 500 snow

cuted.

The trapping itscll accounts
for 25 milllon dceaths cach
year. A trap is made of saw
tooth edged steel plates which
are prised apart and lcfl in the
ground when an animal, which
indeed may not be [ur coated
at all, steps on to i, the Ltrap

snaps shul. Trapping inflicts
maximum pain, worsened by
the animals struggling to free
itsell. If a rapper finds an an-
imal still alive, he kills it ei-
ther by standing on its throat
or by clubbing it on the head.
And there are fur [arms.
Wild mink and fox are bred in
artificial conditions until they
are six months old, then they
are killed en masse. Bul these
animals are hardly given a life
in the [irst place. They live in
tiny cells and often dcvelop
‘cage madness’, they continue
to pace up and down in the
samc place and become canni-




