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The Chiel of Army Staff, Lt General Muhammad Noor Uddin Khan, the Acting Chief of

Naval Staff Commodore Fokhruddin Ahmed and the Chief of Air Staff Air Vice Marshal
Altal Hossain Chowdhury paid a farewell call on Acting President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed at the President's Secretariat on Tuesday.
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Prime Minister

Biswas at the Sangsad Bhaban cafeteria on Tuesday.

Presidential poll
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votes and help smooth conduct
of the election in the national
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Begum Khaleda Zia presenting a bouquet to President-elect Abdur Rahman
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longing to BNP and Awami
League shook hands and ex-

Arduous
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journey
Awami League leader alleged.

Awami League Mcmbers of . Butl one thing that has be-
et wnder _ inlerest. changed pilcasantries inside | Jatlya Parly, Jamaat and other ;

- Ed P;ﬂm [ ; het l:lt-}:tr h:*::r Earlier, Awami League's bid  the chamber, They awaited the | smaller oppositon T c?::“:“rydc: two o
cture|Snmas Ty oo migens 55 ie sl | ool iy Sl S S S
entered the Parliament cham- 2% the conscnsus candidate of  their respective benches. SUR—_. Lo the big maintain a
hir at 2-18 e io Cocamalt the opposition failed because Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury, The ruling party candidate big brotherly attitude fowards
Staff Co ds lodge their trotest aemins, ©lher component parties in  officially the third tn line in | Abdur ahman Biswas got 170 ot 4 -~
By rrespondent hulsln‘ = rhc e :n?ill the opposition took exception DBNP's chain of command en- | votes of his own party. the BNP process of cos ml’llthn s which
The six-day fifth congress of diflercnces of opinion at the in the constitution on rec- election. in the Parliament that t were not consulted  'ered the chamber '?‘mu" ";d and two independent mem- Is an esscntial requirement in
Comisntas Party ol (Conarcas whish was & Mik Bie ndaiion Trons hardllass handiay before submission of the can}l';in; hl:hwtt left sficntly | bers, hailing from his home = tary d oo
Bangladesh (CPB) concluded acutc in different sessions in  Mujahidul Islam Selim was that Addressing the Chief nomination paper of Justice ::hu;.::‘;‘.m" Sroctings d"'ﬂlr:t‘ ro unveiled the o' been given due atiention
Tuesday with some major previous days.” the ideals Marx, Angels and | Election Commissioner Nasim Chowdhury. Talki P " '“?‘ h"““ ¢ by both the BNP and the

changes i the pary conatis_ The 22 page consilution  Lenin would b the base of | suid that W pary had boen  _Avarm Longue Joader Abdus AN 1o nevamen yust | weaknces of both the NP and 27 bt The

2 six others, : -

tion and structure. adopted 22 amcndments of party. urging the Election Commi . ; h Al Rah 034 said that with | parties are alienated from Although the election of

The congress which began

which the most important was

On the concluding day re-

ssion not to hold the presi-

ade his party BNP commanding | their former allies mainly due
here on October 3, initially making the President the chiel ports of Control Commission, | dentfal eclection in the par- and Jatiya Party lcader ot \ stalc under a n
dwelt on the report of u-.{ executive of the party. Audit Commiltee and | liament chamber .ndpum Barrister Moudud Ahmod had I!':?u:;::nl :3“ ""-':: :’:c““'-‘{ lﬂ'm 8 te policy. ( System, gencrated .H.;Hm,
central committee presented Previously the General Credential Commitllece were application was submitted to flled writ petitions secking shodan nnlhm:rm r:ncl:rd::: smaller ]:Tl‘ll'ltfl hu over the last two 8s. One
by party General Secretary Secretary was the chiefl execu-  presented before the delegates | the Commission Tuesda stay of the election and rulc as lhllplht:rc =5l .'Hun of both the partics alle thal encouraging aspect was Ut
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik and tive. and were approved. nmmlngby&bdulhn-dhﬂtt to why the Election of his loai ,;:' hxlf;“ they were pntrod i duciston:  jp (i r parlics took
the delegates later discussed The 592 delegates present During the discussion of | Dcputy Leader of the President Act 1991 which - ng . n- making specially in nominating part in the chetivns.

other matters.
The delegates and the cen-

iral commitlee members [or

out of 698 also changed the
name of congress. From now

on, it will be named as na-

Control Commission report
Manjurul Ahsan Khan chal-
lenged his expulsion order

Opposition in Parlifament.
Mohammad Nasim said that
they did not get any reply,

provides for open clection

should not be declared as ultra
vires of the Constitution.

Replying to a question he
said "l am lucky and happy Lhat
the representatives ol (he
people are reposing their un-

the presidential candidate.
The Jamaat-e-lslami, which
lent its support to the ruling

Participation in the clection
the Awami dusp
its slrong Hﬂfl;l‘m -;'5’-

six days deliberated on the tional conference which will from the central committee | Instead election was bein A single vacation bench of ~ | parly In forming the govern-  ferent aspeets of the cloction
currcn?mlhnni and interna-  be held once in every four last ycar and demanded voting | held at the chamber. lle r: the Supreme Court of mn:'_"b".l th dence *md"-lr:l ment In March and in the law made the democratic pro-
tional scenarfo with the focus years. on the issuc. He however later | quested the Chief Election Bangladesh, after three days of E“ L: S € amenae election of a Speaker, felt hurt  ogq lively and credible. Those
on the recent changes includ- This is for the first time withdrew his voting proposal, | Commissioner to change the hearing, on Monday refused Lo “f_}l‘ u:i- : e —— as BNP government did not ghe boycotted should have
ing the ‘setbacks’ to socialism thal the CPB adopted a provi- a delegate to the closed-door | venue of the election. stay the eclection. And the 8 scrociacy volee of | fulfil any of its demands protested by casting their

in some parts of the world.

While polemics over the in-
ternational communist move-
ment vis-a-vis Marxism and
Leninism dominated Lhe delib-
crations of the delegales,
most delegates are Jearnt lo
have stressed that socialism is
the inevitable outcome of the
class struggle in the socicty
and hence the struggle for
socialism has to be reinforced.

According to the late night
report, the CPB expanded its
central commitice from 43
members to 77 members.

Till writing of this report,
the delegates were voting to
clect 77 members of the cen-
tral committee.

The elected central com-
miitee members will elect the
party President, General
Secretary, Assistant General
Sccretary, the Presidium and
the Secretariat.

Saifuddin Ahmed Manik is
cxpected to be elected as

sion of Presidium in its
constlitution which would be
composcd of one-fifth mem-
bers of the central committee.
THe provision of the council of
delegalcs has also been consti-
tuted at the congress.

Conditons for getting party
membership has been relaxed
and expression of differcnt
opinions inside the party lib-
eralised.

The only Article inserted

session said. The other two
reports were passed smoothly,
the source added.

The co honoured 18
partymen ihcluding Rabi Niogi,
Ashu Bharaddaj, Santash
Banarjce, licna Das and Shant
Datta for their contribution to
the party.

The six-day congress cost
about Taka [ive lakh 30 thou-
sand, according to the organ-
iscrs.

In reply Justice M A Roul
said that the Election of
President Act, 1991 provides
for holding of election at the
parliament chamber, and at
this stage it was impossible
for him to change the venue.
Two cascs were also lying with
the Supreme Court in this re-

Tim Chief Eleclion Co-
mmissioner urged the
Opposition MPs to cast their

—
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clection was finally hcld on
schedule,

The gates of the chamber
and the lobbies were guardced
as usual by Jatfya Sangsad sc-
curity guards. No visilor was
allowed in the galleries.

A large number of police-
men, both uniformed and
plain-clothes, were posted.
There however, was no unto-
ward incident. Instcad the
Members of Parliament be-

TS SR e

the majority represcuts Lhe
voice of the people. | will do
my bust lo discharge my ro-
sponsibilities, faithfully and
honestly te fullil the cxpecta-
tions of the people.”

[3efore the start of voting all
the major partics and groups
including BNP, Awami Leaguc,
Jallya Party, Jamaat and
Communist Party had mectings
in the Parliament building.

Justice DBadrul Haider
Chowdhury was present at the
meeling of AL lcgislators at the
officc of the Leader of the
Opposilion Sheikh Hasina.

Addressing the mecting the
former Chicl Justice said 'You
have defealed autocrats, but
aulocracy is ycl to be defeated,
Thosc who would refrain from
casling votcs would only push
the nation towards complexi-
tics'.

Thanking thosc who had
proposcd and seconded  his
nomination as presidential

including the granting of
citizenship to Prol. Golam
Azam, implecmentation of the
judicial inquiry report on
Chittagong University and
action against those who
assaulted Jamaat leader Matiur
Rahman Nizami on the Dhaka
Universily campus. Besides,
Jamaat leaders were aggrieved
as BNP lcaders did not apprise
them of the sftuation arising
oul of the promulgation of the
Ordinance and the subsequent
developments.

The promulgation of the
controversial ordinance by the
BNP also influenced the
Jamaat decision to abstain
although Jamaal leaders were
cansulted belores nominating
Abdur Rahman Diswas.

Political analysts sce
Jamaat's stand on the election
as a tactical move to maintain
its opposition slance without

" harming the BNP. The Jamaat-

¢-Islami helped the ruling

voles against their

The overall atmosphere in
parliament was jovial. The BNP
and the Awami Leaguc mem-
bers were exchanging pleas-
antries on the floor.

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia after casting her
vote remained in the House for
over an hour while the Leader
of the Opposition Shetkh
Hasina left the House immedi-
ately after casting her vole.

The presidential clection,
otherwisc thought to be an
uncventful occasfon turned out
lo be a significant one due o
the ruling party's mishandling
of the election.

The promulgation of the
Ordinance regarding presi-
dential election was the
biggest blunder commiticd by
the BNP.

The ruling party saved the
situation by rescinding the
Ordinance. But it will pcrhaps
take some time for the wounds

President but Nurul Islam candidale he said. 'l shall feel | party through abstention, an to heal.

Nahid and Mujahidul lsla proud cven i 1 get only one .

S:ilrn would be anlc:ant: [:: ........ vole in addition to those of the HaSIDa A pass for d

the post of General Secretary, ¥ 4 proposcr and Lhe scconder’,

party sources said Tucsday he addcd. From Page | Col. 7 newspaper
night during voting. The result e " ; -

of clection would be available | [N T PHIIICS QXPldln opposition’'s unity,” she said By btaffcﬂrrespﬂndent
Wednesday morning, the and mentioned that everything The Press Information

sources added.

At a press briefing in the
evening (Tuesday) party
spokesman Mozammel Hossain
termed the congress a total
success even amid changed
situation in world politics. He
said that "we narrowed our

Swearing-in

From Page | Col. §
tight-lipped about his future
plan. Sources close to his fam-
fly told The Daily Star that he

From Page 1 Col. 4

on the issue like the 12th
Amendment Lo the
Constitution which would have
consolidated democracy fur-
ther.

Shamsuddoha, the leader of
CPB Parliamentary Party, told
newsmen Tuesday morning in
the Sangsad Bhaban that his
party MPs would not cast vote
in the election, according to a
party decision taken at its
congress. He did not claborate
but other party sourccs said

was okay even the night before
the election, but the situation
changed Tuesday morning.

The AL chiel deplored Lhat
the BNP could not rise above
its party intcrest and said that
it was expcected that the ruling
party would come forward to
supporl a conscnsus candidate.

Sheikh Hasina alleged that
Justice Chowdhury was taken
to the Prime Minister’'s house
at midnight and was oflcred
high positions to withdraw
from election race. "This was

Department (PID) miserably
failed to issue entry passés to
journalisis to cover the presi-
dent clection at the Sangsad
Bhaban ycsterday.

The PID 1{s generally re-
sponsible for issuing passes o
journalists cove rn-
ment  functions, particularly
those in parllament. But this
time the P’ID issucd only a few
passcs lo journalists — due. Lo
reasons unknown. -

c¢n conlacted the Acting
Principal Information Officer

might give up the job of Chicf | JEEEEEEEEEEEE . - .y & e £ oD i that the decision was taken | against democracy,” said Mogbul Ahmed said that
Justice to avoid any contro- et R, Tl b & R WP - / mainly due to Justice lasina and praised the coura- tried to issue one pass for
.H.,H-.: wants to maintain the | Opposition leader Sheikh Hasina protesting the holding of election in the parliament chamber toithe Chief Election g:;}:?muwﬂ?:#:ui ::j{,;h Eﬁﬂﬂﬁhm;“]“ G Jugtie gs:tipﬂr:rnﬂi;nr::r:::ﬂ;
dignity of the office of | Commissioner. — Star photo ciscd by the congress. Suranjit Sengupla, the the forcign news media.

President and keep untar-
nished the spectacular success
that he has achieved in leading

the nﬁlmn thro a critical
perio lo parliamentary
democracy.

Justice Shahabuddin tooW

over power as Acting President
from HM Ershad, who bowcd
out of office of President in
the face of the mass upsurge
last year.

During his period as head of
the government Justice
Shahabuddin held a free and
fair election to the parliament.

When asked about his future
plan at the oath-taking cere-
mony of the BNP government

20 injured
From Page | Col. 8

Later Shibir at a press con-
ference at the Chittagong
Press Club said the clash en-
sued when some armed JCD
workers tried to kidnap one of
its worker from Lhe hostel. It
also called a hall-day hartal on
Thursday if arrested ICS work-
crs were not rcleased by
Wednesday noon.

Arifuzzaman. The other 14 mi-
nor injured belongs to Shibir,
sources said,

group of armed ICS workers

Eyewitness said that a

Shootout on DU campus: JCD,

BCL blame each other

Monday's armed show of
strength on the Dhaka
University campus and the
shootlout later at night at
Mohsin Hall and Suryasen llall
between rival BCL (S-A) and
JCD spoiled the [ragile peace
on the campus

The shootout, only a day

By DU Correspondent

Mohsin Hall, Suryasen lall,
Jasimuddin Hall, Ziaur Rahman
Hall and Bangabandhu llall are
the strongholds of JCD while
that of BCL (S-A) one Zahurul
Haq Hall, SM Hall and
Jagannath Hall. -

Mcanwhile, the JCD and the
BCL (S-A) held separatc pro-

night's incident and said this
was done delibecrately to foil
the peace-initialives by the
JCD lcadership.

CEPZ
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goods worth Taka six crorc
imported by those organisa-
tions under false declarations.

The Five Party Alliance in a
statement while clarifying its
position bitterly criticised both
BNP and Awami Lcague and al-
leged that these two partics
were cngaged in parly politics
only. The statement said that
BNP had no conflidence in its
MPs which led it to choose
open ballot systern which was
against the [undamental prin-
ciples of universal franchise.

Five Parly maintained that
Justice Chowdhury was, in true
sense, a party candidate of
Awami League but the AL did
not discuss with any other

party belore nominating him.

Ganotantri Party MP and other
AL MDPs were present during
Hasina's press bricfing.

Shahabuddin
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democracy.

He called for coordinated
and concerted efforts of all
indfviduals and groups for the
climination of poverty which
exerted negative influence of
development and the political
processes. The Acting
President urged public ser-
vants to remain incorruptible

He said thcre were only 80
scats [or journalists in
Parliament and the PID issued
80 enlry passcs.

But it was observed thal
more than onc-third of the Lo-
tal scals in Lhe press boxes
were cmply during the presi-
dent cleclion.

The Acling PIO further said
that the Elcection Comniission
gave 80 passcs for journalists
which he said were distributed
among Lhe PID gfficers, radio
and (clevision stall and journal-
ists.

When asked how they fixed
the priority in distributin

d L ; ek ccssions and rallies on the : JSD MP Shajahan Siraj said | and set examples of fair and passcs, 'O Moqgbul Ah
E:n.:[:umn 2: &P;m}?gﬂ I‘,::;:ES w:ichhzr'nl:tkr;in“:s aftcr Sunday’'s ‘peacc-meeting’ campus Tuesday calling for The Customs Intelligence | his party decided to abstain simple living. said that he distributed the
at Bangabhaban, Justice | be a stronghold of JCD. The of the central leaders of BCL campus peace and accusing recovered within a period of | from voting in consultation The Acting President passes asscssing the priority

Shahabuddin said, "only God
knows".

Shibir activists opened fire on

and JCD, prompted their re-

each other of spoiling it.

one week contraband items

with other opposition partics

thanked the officers and em-

among the media and gave one

spective activists to have their JCD rally held in the Including a huge quantity of | because both BNP and AL ployees of the President's pass to cach ncwspaper frre-
3 ::cnfu[:.ymt}gchiﬁm atlempt | aliotted hall scats Tucsday and puycsu bulI::Iing - premiscs  Slliver about 400 pieces of VCR | nominated their candidates | Secretariat for their whole- speclive of its being a daily or

bictﬂlf procession The JCD workers retaliated take shelter at their plamed BCL (S-A) for Monday and other spare parts im- | without consulting them. The | hearted co-opcration in dis- a weckly.
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal brou- strongholds. At this, gcneral ported under the declaration | election of the President eould charging his responsibilities. According (o sources the

ght out victory procession in
the city yesterday afternoon

and the gunfight ensued. Over
one hundred rounds were

fired and several dozen cock-

students became panicky ap-
prchending violence of a

Hartal

of cotton
Cases were lodger against

be held avoiding all controver-
sies and that was desirable, he

Scnior officials of the police
forces also made a farewcll call

Principal Information Officer
did not inform the Information

: burt ! grecater magnitude. From Page 1 Col. 6 the owners of those units. observed. on the Acting President Minister Nazmul lluda about
ince h.du‘chr:cnll Eﬁlli ::”d| ' w];::;rd' sk the ui:I] The central leaders of Later on Monday night he Meanwhile the owner of Lhe Prof Abdul Haliz MP of NAP | Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed at  (he quantity ol passcs required
elected President of the coun- | be a u}:I :::f - . rt:’ Jallyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCI)) was stabbed again at the Pakistani enlerprise "taxfub" | told The Daily Star that his | his offlicial residence. for ncwsmen who always cover
~ | - seque previous ri- | ond Chhatra league (BCL) at . Munshigan| Hospital bed al- Rais Khan a Pakistani national party decided to abstain from Appreciating their sincere [arliament.

thefr meeting at SM Ilall in
presence of the Proctor had

legedly by the same group. He
was rushed to the DMCH from

escapcd arrest by police.
A senior official told this

voting because Juslice
Chowdhury's meeling with

scrvices during his ten-month
long tenure, with particular

However, when the matter
was brought 10 the notice of

Editor : S. M. All agrced on mml co-exis- Munshiganf in a critical condi- correspondent that the author- | Gelam Azam created confusion | reference to their aid and as- (he Information Mintster

tence at residential halls and  ton, itics had stepped up vigilance | and made him controversial. sistance in the holding of Nazmul lluda he rang the

Published by the Editor on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel | to show tolerance. ~ After receipt the ncws of over the operational activities Moulana Obaidul MP | peaceful elections, the Acting Acting Principal Information
C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at Offset Printing Dialogue Altcr the meeting, support- his death, the BCL workers of all the industrial units based | of Islami Otkka Jote said that | President urged them to serve Officer to know about the

ers and activists had started
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returning to their allotted
scats Iirrespcctiive of their
party strength in the halls
concerned.

went on

rampage and damaged
scveral shops in the town

The ﬂCL accused JCD of the
killing.

at the EPZ after the detection
of such fllcgal trade by thosc
organisations. The wrong-do-
ers will be serfously dealt with,
he added.

he abstained from since
the election was not held on
the basis of consensus. He also

opposed the open ballot sys-
lem it the election.

the nation without fear or
favour.

Inspector General of Police
Taibuddin Ahmed also spoke
on Lthe ocecasion.

matler.

But it was (oo laic and many
journalists who usually cover
Parlfament fatled to get the

pisscs.



